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Upazila
MEHERPUR

Smuggling of
edible oil
rampant

From A Correspondent

April 22 : Smuggling of edi-

ble and coconut oil have since

been increased in the border

areas of Mcherpur and
districts.

It is reported that edible oil
like palm,
and coconut ofl are being
smuggled out from the country
every day by hundreds of

and hac ;

t is also learnt that new
ﬁru:cqr lhtz have been estab-

shed iIn border areas of
Meherpur and Chuadanga dis-
tricts with a view to smuggling

out of edible ofl.
Palm

and coconut
oil are rted from Sri
Lanka, and Indonesia.

The home markets may face
a serious setback in controlling
the price hike of the essential
commodities if the smuggling

is not stooped.
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C’NAWABGANJ

World Health
Day observed

From Our Correspondent

April 22 : World Health Day
was observed here in a befit-
ting manner. A seminar was

at the local Sahid
Satu Hall on the occasion.

The seminar was presided
over the district civil sur-
geon Rouf and addressed
among other by Dr. Hasan Al
Dr. Mesbahul Haq, District
Health Education Abdus
Salam and others.

D.C and A.D.C. Chapat
Na were the chiefl and

special guest respectively in
the seminar.

PABNA

Best school

teacher

From Our Correspondent

April 22 : Mrs. Rehena
Khanam, Headmistress of
Government Girls High School,
Pabna has been adjudged as
the best high school teacher of
Rajshahi Division for the year

- Mrs. Khanam is engaged in
lllchlr:-pmfcuhn for 15
years. was the student of

handpur Lady Pratim Girls

C
High School. Quamru
Government Girls Hwna.::nl‘

and E:H“lﬁnl Government
Girls al primary, sec-
rﬂhﬂy. She obtained her

A. and B.Ed. degree from

Chittagong U .
She is ﬂtmmur of Dr.
Makbul Rahman of Mirpur,

Dhala

BARISAL

1840 tubewells

out of order
From Our Correspondent

Engineering Department o

, mustard

roundup

MAULVI BAZAR

Street lights

inadequate

From Our Correspondent

Aq:::ﬂ 22 : Lack of adequate
number of street lights in
Maulvi Bazar district town is
causing much inconveniences
to the dwellers after sundown.
Most of the light posts have no
bulbs creating problems to
pedestrians as well as vehicu-
lar movement. The residents
alleged that the Poura author-
ity despite repeated com-
plaints took no Initiative in
this respect

Guardians representatives
election of Baralekha College
governing body was held re-
cently at college campus.

Polling was held for two
posts of guardian members. Mr
Montazir Ali and Mr Rofiqul
Hoque were elected to the

posis.

BHOLA

Homoeopaths make
medicines without

licence
From Qur Correspondent

April 22 : Some homoeo-
pathic doctors in seven upazi-
las Bhola district are allegedly
manufacturing medicines
without licence.

The medicines ‘are being
manufactured not in an unhy-
glenic way.

The medicines include
syrups, ointment, powder for
various discases.

People complained of ad-
verse effects on the users and
called for curbing the produc-
ton of substandard homoeo-
pathic medieines in an unlaw-
ful manner.

HABIGANJ

Tornado victims

need relief

April 22: The affected
people of all the six unions of
Lakhai upazila here are in des-
Emtz need for reliefl materi-

s.

The unions were consecu-
tively hit by tornado and tor-
rential rains on April 2.3, 4
and 10.

A large number of
dwellings, rnment and
semi-government offices,

schools

P‘n;rihyﬂtc-hmith:m&x
chairman in a press

da
u
release said.
Standing crops on more
than 10,000 acres were also
destroyed due to lack of em-
bankment to stop onrush of
flood water from the Tiver
Khawai, the soufce added.
Government reliefl sent so
to the affected areas has also
been quite inadequate, resi-

dents alleged.
NARAIL

54 fail to appear.
at Dakhil exam

April 22: A total of 54 can-
didates of Lo Al-Jamiatul
Islamia Dakhfl Madrasha in the
district could not appear at the
Dakhil examination for lack o

The examination starte
Saturday, reports UNB.

According to sources,
Moulana Abdul Khalek, Supe-
rintendent of the Madrasha
allegedly realised Taka 1.08
lakh at the rate of Taka 1.000
to 2,500 from each candidate

as centre fee, examination and
other

The ill-fated candidates
when demanded admit cards
Friday, the Superintendent as-
sured them that he would be
present at the examination
centre at 9.30 am on Saturday
along with the Deputy
Commissioner and then the
cards would be supplied 1o
them.

The examinees waited for
six hours at the Shahbad
Marzidia Madrasha centre but
the Superintendent did not
turn up. The matter was
brought to the notice of the
Deputy Commissioner.

KUSHTIA

Children suffer
from malnutrition

and markets were

treatment f[acilities.

it s lecarnt that treatment of
about 60 cent of below

abgon] district
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Bumper potato production has been reported this year. Due to meagre storage facility this farmer i< selling his produce at

throw away price in Chandpur.

National

= " ::. % §

" oy

..............

.

......

e A e g R ’iﬂ'

......
o,

-

— Star photo

 Sugarcane drying up in field

DARSANA, Apr 22: Suga-
rcane, the annual Cash Crop is
now beigg dried up in the field
with the ing of summer.
Standing sugarcane is also
being damaged by  stray
animals.

A total of 17,93 acres of
land were brought under sug-
arcane cultivation in 1990-91
crushing season under Carew's
zone area and the production
of the crop rose up to
3,14.000 metric tons (M.T.). A
total of 1,30,000 M. T. of cane
have been crushed by the sugar
mills of Carew & Co. Darsana
till now.

From A Correspondent

Standing sugarcane on
1.84,000 acres of land await
crushing. The sugar mills has a
capacity to crush 1,150 M. T.
of cane per day.

With the beginning of sum-
mer the standing sugarcane of
about five thousand acres of
land is being dried up in the
field causing a heavy financial
loss to the growers.

It is learnt that the crush-
ing will continue till June this
year. The cane growers of the
district began manufacturing of
molases after two months of
the crushing season of the
mills in pursuance of the re-
striction imposed by the gov-

ernment.

The cane growers of the
district prefer selling of the
crop to mills to have a good
profit than crushing by hand
and by power crushers. Price
of molasses has come down to
Taka 12 per kg while the
sugar sells at Taka 24.

The cane growers of the
district have been disap-
pointed to cane farming be-
cause of related problems and
financial loss.

Due to rail transport prob-
lem cane purchasing has been
suspended from Alamdanga,
Munshiganj, Mominpur. Chu-
adanga, Jairampur, and

as mills face crushing problems

Ansarbaria purchasing centres.

The district administration
has requested G.M. of Carew &
Co. Darsana to make an ar-
rangement for selling standing
sugarcane to neighbouring
sugar mills at Mobarakgani

and Jagati.

Mobarakganj Sugar Mills
management has agreed to
take up 40,000 maunds of
sugar while the Jagati Mills
management has expressed
their inability,

Standing Sugarcane is also
being used as fuel wood in the
brick manufacturing Kilns in
Alamdanga U.Z. of the district.

Goral now almost dead

KUSHTIA, efpr 23:The
Gorail, a dreadful river for its
turbulence in the t, is now
almost dead as it can easily be
waded across and at times
without putting ofl shoes, re-
ports UNB.

Innumerable shoals have
surfaced in this lean season
making navigability impossible.
The ferry services remained
suspended from the onset of
the dry season.

The riygr Gorai is the
tribu Lthe river Ganges
whose flow of water has come
to its lowest cbb due to unilat-
eral withdrawal of its water at
Farakka

The natural and normal Mow
which had been nearly 70,000
cusecs of water before the
commissioning of Farakka
Barrage, has come down now

to an all time low to about
14,000 cusecs.

If this situation is allowed to
continue every r. the vast
area along its banks will come
under the process of desertifi-
cation destroying the ecologi-
cal balance in the northern
and southern parts of
Bangladesh, geologists opined.

It will also endanger the
Ganges-Kobadak Project, the
biggest irrigation project of
the country which is com-

pletely dependent on water
from the river Ganges. accord-
ing to a project Engineer.
Experts said the process of
desertification has already
started. The pastures which
were green have been turning
grey. The worst-hit is the G-k
Project area of which the main
pump house is threatened with

GK project threatened

closure, the mouth of the in-
take channel has been silted
up and the authority has to
spend Taka one lakh per day
on dredging.

Three pumps which have to
be kept operational for frrigat-
ing 3.5 lakh acres of land in
Kushtia, Chuadanga. Jhenidah,

M ra and Jessore districts.
If the pumps cannot be oper
ated due to non-availability of
water, the entire area will dry-
up resulting in massive crop
loss, rise in prices of food-
grains, loss of navigability and
ecological balance, they added.
The people of Kumarkhali
and Khoksa upazilas who de-
pend on river transportation
for their daily necessities from
Kushtia and other parts of the
country are now finding local
markets almost empty.

'Shimul
From Our

KURIGRAM, Apr 22: Prod-
uction of cotton known as
"Shimul Tula" has decreased
and the cotton-trees in
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat,
Rangpur. Gaibandha and
Nilphamari districts of
Rangpur zone are being de-
stroyed due to lack of proper
orientation and maintenance.

The region was once rich in
cotton production. There were
countless ‘Shimul Tula' trees
in the vast fallow land of the
region. But most of these trees
are decaying and cotton yield
is now scanty. Consequently,
the prices of ‘Shimul Tula' has

e cotton is widely used
by each and every [amily in
making pillows, bolster and
malilress.

Shimul Tula can easily
change economic condition of
a family. A single tree produces
at least five maunds of cotton
every year and its market value

is nearly Taka 10,000.
The experienced circle

opined that the people should
be given advice in respect of
Shimul Tula production me-
thodically and maintenance of
cotion trees. The government
should take initiative to ex-
pand cotton trees under cx

pert guidance in order o in-
crease cotion yield.
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KURIGRAM : Shimul tree at new town area.
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Indian milkmen unleash reign of terror

CHAPAI NAWABGANJ, Apr
22: Twelve persons were
killed and some 96 red in

the armed attack Indian
milkmen (ghost) in some fron-
tier Mﬂcmm-
- the las
years since | ., says a
Press relcase of B
battalion. 3

From Our Correspondent

continuing disturbance since
1975 in the villages of

Shialmara. &hdgl. Kamal-
E;:-lkl"irutpur_ ulatbari,

para, under Shibgan)
upazila

in the carly da
ys the
rowdyism was confined in
later it turned into armed at-

rilory with cattle and grase

them in crop fields. When the
Bangladeshis test it they
fall on them bthal arms.

So far such kinds of armed
attack killed 12 shi
nationals and wou 96,

of them sertously. Many
of t injured have become
crippled . They carried away

tack in broad daylight. They 980 cattichead and 1230 goats
enter into the Bangladeshi ter- from the Bangladesh! land.

Notes from
Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

Sylhet, Apr 22: Hasina Bibi
(20) of Monpur village under
Surma union of Chhatak had
her left arm severed by train.
She came to her father's house
for treatment on April 8. After
Sehri she went out. After some
time the inmates heard a cry
and ran to the railway track
passing outside the house and
found her lying unconscious on
the track with the arm sepa-
rated from the body. When she
regained her consciousness,
she said she could not tell how
she want to the track.

The Shahjalal Uposhohor
(satellite town) residents
complain that the works on
road and drain are being done
under specifications and as
such the drains walls are col-
lapsing within days of con-
struction.

The Shahjalal U

serfous problems of the area in
a meeting recently demanded
that work on roads is done ac-
cording to specifications and
plying of heavy vehicles
ped through the upos-
hohor roads. It also demanded
eviction of illegal shops and
structures that have been
erected everywhere and.

The meeting alleged that
these shops are harbouring
criminals who are involved in
frequent dacoities in the town.
it further denounced the con-
necting uposhohor roads with
neighbouring slum paths.
which, they held, serves as the
escape routes for the dacoits.

Stolen wire recovered

The Kotwali lHce recov-
ered stolen :f:’ﬂrir wire
worth Taka 11 lakh and ar-
rcsted |11 persons in this
connection recently from
Sagardighirpar area of the
town. A case has been regis-
tered with Kotwali police in
this connection and the ar
rested persons have been sent
to the court.

Two brothers
killed in
road accident

PABNA, Apr 22 : Two
brothers were killed in a road
accident on Pabna-lshwardi
highway Saturday, police here
said, reports UNB.

The victims were identified
as Mahbubul Alam (28) and
Asaduzzaman (25) of Bheramh
upazila in Kushtia district.

Witnesses said the brothems
were on & motor-bike when a
Dhaka bound coach (Dhaka
Metro Cha-5984) dashed them

from behind k them on
the spot near Tetu bazar
Arvas

Police setzed the bus but
the driver and helper, how-
ever, managed to escape.

A case was flled in this con-
nection.

pouhohnr_
. Kalyan Samity discussing the

The Berily Star 9

- Political

. BNP MPs accorded

scene

reception

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Apr 22:
Kishoregan] district unit of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) accorded a reception in
honour of five MPs of the BNP
who were elected in the last
pariamentary election at local
Shilpakala Academy Saturday
afternoon.

The MPs are A B.M. Zahidul
Hoque, Major (Rtd) Akht-
eruzzaman Ranjan, Moulana
Ataur Rahman Khan, Md.
Amiruddin Ahmed and Al-haj
Dr Abdul Latif Bhutyan.

The reception meeting was
E::luldnd over by local BNP

er Habibur Rahman Bhu-
iyan and it was addressed by
Mashud Helali, Advocate Fazlul
Kabir, Ai Mohammad, Ami-
ruzzaman, Khalad Saifullah
Shohel and J Mollah.

Addressing e meeting
Akhteruzzaman MP said the
aim of the BNP government
was to establish a corruption
free society based on social
equity and justice to all.

Sirajganj

UNB from Sirajgan| adds:
BKSAL Secretary of the district
unit along with 450 members
End 20 workers of JSD (Inu)

rmall ned Awami
ety Jol League

The district Secretary
Abdul Latif Mirza announced
this at a meeting in Awami
League office here the same

day evening.

However, the Joint Secre-
tary of the district BKSAL unit
denied it saying ‘the report is
not based on facts.’

Earlier, district BKSAL
president joined BNP and
contested against Awami Lea-
gue candidate from -1
constituency Iin the F
27 parliamentary elections.

JCD anti-smuggling
squad

Our Jhenidah Corresp-

ondent adds: Jatiyatabadi

atra Dal (JCD) anti- ng
squad recovered two gs
containing 328 pieces of

Indian sarees at Kaligan| bus
stand of Jhenidah district on
April 8, police said.

The sarees worth about
Taka 50,000 were unclaimed

and handed r to Kaliganj
police. A gene waus re-

covered in this connection
with station.
Kaligan] is the den of

smugglers.
C'nawabgonj

Our Chapal Nawabgan]j
Correspondent writes: Chapai
Nawabganj district Jatiya Party

arranged a rally here at Shahid
Satu Hall recently demanding
release of the former

President Ershad. The rally
was presided over by Ruhul
Amin and addressed by
Advocate Ekram Hossain,
Abdus Samad, Abdul Hannan
and others.

Fire havoc 1n dists

Property worth

Tk 27 lakh gutted

From Our Correspondent

KISHORGANJ, Apr 22:
Properties worth about Taka
16 lakh were gutted in a dev-
astating fire that broke out
Friday in Charkawna Nayapara
village under Pakundia upazila,
police and fire brigade sources
here said.

It is gathered that the fire
o from the kitchen of

Matin Miah at 2 pm and
rendered 24 families home-
less. At least 112 houses in-
cluding valuables were burnt to
ashes as the villagers could not
control the fire.

Witnesses said delay in in-
forming Fire Brigade increased
the extent of damages. The
Fire Brigade told this corre-
spondent that they could have
brought the fire under control
sooner had the information
reached them earlier.

Local MP A.B.M. Zahidul
Hoque, Upazila Chairman Md.
Akhteruzzaman Khukan, U.N.O
and Deputy Commissioner Kazi
Nasirul Islam and Additional
Superintendent of Police S M.
Golam Mostafa visited the af-
fected area. Some relief goods
and cash Taka 12 thousand
were distributed on behalfl of
the district administration and
Eguih Parishad among the

ected people.

The MP and DC assured
necessary help for the dis-
tressed ple and also re-
quested the Reliefl Ministry to
allocate relief materials for the
affected people.

Rangpur

UNB from Rangpur adds: A
devastating fire that broke out
at Kutipara village of
Gongachara upazila of 5‘» dis-
trict gutted " property worth
about Taka 12 Wednesday,
Fire Brigade sources said.

According to witnesses, the
fire, ori7inating from a kitchen

of one Nurul Islam, engulfed
the adjacent areas and burnt
into ashes 62 kutcha houses,
paddy. rice, wheat, tobacco,
cash and other household ar-
ticles.

Fire fighters from the town
rushed to the spot and after
frantic efforts of about three

hours, brought the fire under
control.

The district administration
on emer basis distributed

Taka 10,000 and three metric

tons of rice among the fire
victims, officials said.

Satkhira
Another report [rom
Satkhira adds : A man has

roasted alive and four others
sustained severe burn injuries
in a devastating fire that de-
stroyed properties worth about
Taka five lakh in Dulabala vil-
lage of Kaligan] wupazila
Saturday, police here said.
Witnesses said the fire orig-

inated when Shakhawat
Hossain of the village was

pouring petrol from his motor
cycle to a jar in the night and
suddenly it caught the nearby
kerosene lamp. Shakhawat
died on the spot.

The fire soon engulfed the
adjoining arecas and gutted
some shops including a
macy. Haroon. Alf, Ah
Gazi who received burn iIn-
juries were treated in a local

hospital.

A casc was filed with
Satkhira police.

Another report adds: Police
here recovered a ol an
unidentified man from the
river Betna Saturday. The body
bore several cut marks.

Police sent the body to
morgue for autopsy and a case
has been flled in this connec-
ton.

har-
and

Crimes galore

NARAIL., Apr 22: Two peo-
ple were killed and several
others including a woman
injured following a clash be-
tween two rival groups over

dy ting in Pachuria
village of Lohagara upazila
Friday, police here said, re-
ports UNB.

The victim Abu Sharifl [55),
died on the spot while Syed
Mannan All (32) succumbed In
Lohagara hospital. Hemela Bibi

murder and vigorous investiga-
tion Is on.

In another incident,
recovered the body of fat
Ali (30). of Chapitalganj village
in Hossainpur upazila from a
pond on the same day.

Family sources said the vie-
tim went out of his house

Two separate case were
flled in this connection,

Farmers yet to
get compensation
for acquired land




