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Jyoti calls rival Ray a
poll rigging master
Page 5

Article

India Embarks
on Literacy
Revolution

The Daily Star Special
Correspondent Suma-
nta Banerjee writes
from New Delhi : But
the question remains :
Can literacy alone
bring about the so-
cio-economic change
that is necessary
in the rural
society
Page 4

Business

1JO committee
recommends
four jute
projects
Page B

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Flagrant violation of
building codes and
frequent deviation
from approved de-

signs are rend-
ering many city
buildings
unsafe

Diarrhoea claims 430
lives so far, Health
Minister told Parlia-
ment on Monday
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Int’l women'’s club
praises Khaleda

ROME, 22: A widely at-
tended lur::con meeting heid
under the auspices of
international Women's Club of
Rome conecluded with a note of
Gppreciation on the historic
role played by the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the restoration of unfettered

democracy in Bangladesh.

tee on Chittagong Hill Traets
o solve the fssues through re-
newed discussions. reports

BSS.
Bir Pratik
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By Staff Correspondent

Fiftyone passengers, includ-
women and children, were
and about 100 others in-

jured when a Dhaka-bound bus
from Aricha fell into a dry

—eanal by

the capital, on Monday.

This was the most tragic
road accident in recent mem-
ory.

The overloaded bus was at
top speed at the time of its
skidding off the 30-foot-high
road bridge at Sutipara in
Dhamrai upazila at 8.30 am.
The vehicle was badly dam-
aged

| road bridge. 45 kilometers off
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About 100 injured : Victims include children and women
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According to police and
hospital sources, 37 passen-
gers died on the spot while 14
others succumbed to their

wounds at » Dhamrai
and Dhaka Medical College
hospitals. Later 36 critically

to Dha
Hospital and the Rospital for

the Disabled at Sher-e-
Banglanagar.
Earlier, the people of

Sutipara, who rushed to rescue
the victims sent 97 injured

persons to hospital,
16 to Dhamrai hospital and
two to Ganaswasthya Kendra at
Sevar.

The bridge and the bu

3.

Dhamrai police handed over
most of the bodies to their
relatives after they identified
the victims on the spot and at

The local people first
started the reseue operation

-injured -persons were shified —~immediately after the
ﬁ Medical College occurred. Fire Service -

nel from Manikganj and Dhaka
and a five-member army team
from Savar Cantonment later
Joined the rescue operation.
About 200 local people
rushed to the spot and started
pulling out bodies from the {ll-
fated bus. Later they put the
vehicle back on tts wheels
and extricated all the passen-
gers, dead and (injured,

More pictures on page
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trapped inside the bus. They
stopped the vehicles plying on
the high and used those for
sending the victims to the
hospitals with the help of fire
fighters and army personnel.

€ rescue operation took
several hours. S

Police reached the spot two
hours after the incident, the
local people said.

Witnesses said, as the acci-
dent occurred, the passengers
travelling on the roof of the
bus were thrown into the canal
and the bus fell on them. Parts
of the bus were scattered.

Thts. correspondent found
brain, blood, blood-stained
clothes and goods including
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vegetables 1ying scattered on
the spot. Local people col-
lected the valuables of the vic-
tims and returned some of
those to their owners.

Rest of the things were

" handed ever to Dhamrai police

The passengers included a
17-member Tablig team who
were returning to Kakrail
Mosque in the capital from
Rangpur, rescuers said.

It is believed that the driver
lost the control as the vehicle
tilted with its load on the un-
even bridge. The road on the
bridge s unusually sloppy at
both edges.

Hundreds of people were

rushing to the spot till after-
noon.

Heart-rending scenes were
witnessed at Dhamrai hospital
and Dhamrai thana where the
bodies were kept. The rela-
tives of the deceased were

found meaning over the deaths
of their near and dear ones.

The driver of the ill-fated
bus is allegedly absconding,

All of them. who were
killed in the accident could
not be identified besides Kalu
Mia (30) of Dhamrai, Akhtar
Hossain (40) of Saturia. Abdul
Majid of Saturia, Sabed Al
Fazar AH, Abdus Samad. Bahar
Fakir, Moinuddin. Abdul
Hamid and Azharul Islam.

Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man
| you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.
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14 witnesses cross-examined so far

Informant of Ershad's arms

case gained over by Defence

By Staff Correspondent

The Attorney General
Aminul Haque yesterday de-
clared at Ershad's arms case
trial that the informant of the

He 'told the one-Judge
Special Tribunal de-
posed President E that
the prosecution had found
there existed an association
between Shamsher Alam and
the accused Ershad.

The At General said

tion witness but would leave
him to be cross-examined by
the Defence if it wished to do
.

Police Officer Shamsher
Alam who was the Deputy
Police Commissioner (North)
of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police has now been posted as
Commanding Officer the
Armed Police Battalion at

Mohaichari in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts.
Shamsher

Alam was a

member of the Inventory
Committee set up for the re-
covery, of goods from Ershad's
residence and he also lodged
the FIR of the case at the in-
struction of the Home Ministry
with the Cantonment Thana.

Earlier, Abdul Malek Senior
Assistant Secretary of the po-
litical section of the Home
Ministry in his statement as
witness said that Shamsher
Alam met Ershad six times at
the Gulshan sub-jail between
December 14 and December
23.

Tribunal Judge Mohammad
Habfbullah however questioned
Shamsher Alam as a witness at
a later stage in the proceed-
ings

Besides Shamsher Alam and
Abdul Malek, two more wit-
nesses were examined at the
Tribunal yesterday (Monday) .

Joint Secretary of the Home
Ministry (political) Abdul
Hamid Chowdhury was also
produced before the Tribunal
@s prosecution witness while

See Page 10 Col. §

Two more cases

against Ershad
By Staff Correspondent

Two more cases have been
filed against the deposed pres-
ident, HM Ershad for alleged
involvement in writing off in
dustrial loan interest worth
Taka 35 lakh and involvement
in alloting housing plots in
Uttara and Bartdhara to his
favourites.

Golam Murtaza. an officer of
Anti-Corruption Bureau, lodged
a casc against the former pres
ident and the former chatrman
of Shilpa Bank, AKM Mosharral
Hossain for writing of Tk 38
lakh interest of different in-
dustrial units belonging to
Ershad's accomplices.

The other case was filed by
Md Sazzad Hossain, another
officer of Anti-Corruption
Bureau. for alloting residential
plots to 49 ministers by flle-
..llz ordering the Rajuk. He
said the plots were alloted
through unscheduled applica
ton forms.

million :
mf&md Kurds a

measure of autonomy in 1974
but delegated few powers to
the local ment and real

Water talks
with India
begin today

Bangladesh and India begin
talks today (Tuesday) on shar-
ing of water of 54 common
rivers including the Ganges.

The joint meeting is being
held in accordance with a de-
cision taken during Indtan
Foreign Secretary Muchkund
Dubey's visit to Dhaka late
March this year.

Official sources told UNB
Monday Indian Secretary for
Water Resources Dr. MA
Chitale would arrived here
Monday night leading a 6.
member delegation to Iic two

“ee Page 10 Col 3

Dhaka concerned
at BSF firing

A Foreign Office spokesman
Monday expressed grave con-
cern of the government at the
reckless and wanton' acts of
Indian Border Securtty Forces
(BSF) in Mcherpur border wil
lages recently, reports BSS.

The concern was conveyed
to Indian High Commissioner
K S Srintvasan at a meeting,
held at Foreign Office Monday
aflternoon with Bangladesh
Foreign Seeretary Abul Ahsan

See Pagc 10 Col. 2

had taken
Kurdish rebel spokesman
said in London on Saturday
that Jalal Talabani, leader of
the Patriotie Unton of
Kurdistan (PUK), was in
at the invitation of
m and his .

AP adds: The International
Commitiee of the Red Cross
said Monday it would use ts Ii-
cense towork anywhere in Iraq
to bolster reltef efforts for
Kurdish refugees in the north

Control crime with
iron hands: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Monday asked the
police force to control crime
with fron hands and put in
sincere efforts to maintain law
and order in society, reports
BSS.

Addressing the senior po-
lice officlals at Rajarbagh
Police Line, the Prime
Minister directed them to dis-
charge their duties without
fear and favour. She assured
them that would get total
support of the government in
dealing with law and order
situation. *My government
would not interfere in the dis-
charge of your professional
duty,” she said.

Begum Zia, also in charge of
Home Ministry, said the coun
lry's administration was now
being run by a democratically
elected government and
pointed out the role to be
played by police in the
changed circumstances.

“You have to serve the peo-
ple as their friends and asso-
ciate yourselves with them in
fulfilling their hopes and aspi-
rations.” she said.

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman. Home Secretary M A
Sayeed and Inspector General

operale In areas that were
inaccessible to other reltef
agencies, he told reporters at a
“wmm
The ICRC

of Police A M Chowdhury also
spoke on the occasion.

Begum Zia recalled that
during the last nine years of
autocratic rule the police force
had been used for the selfish
interest of the power clique..

She regretted that the fail-
ure of police 10 play their due
and proper role in society at
that time had tamished their
image and goodwill.

In this connection. she also
recalled how interference in
the police administration had
caused deterforation of law and

order situation in the immedi-
ate post-independence period.

Mentionting the activities of
the police force during the
administration of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman, the

Prime Minister said their re-
markable role at that time had
ensured peace and stability in
leading the natton toward
progress. This was possible
because the police were given
the chance to perform their
duties without any interfer-
ence.

The Prime Minister ex-
ressed the hope that the po-
ice would regain their

and earn the confidence of t
See Page 10 Col. 2

Musiim rebellion
President Saddam

One bill was passed and five
others were introduced in the

Jattya on
Hondtys.‘m,‘-l was
cut short in view of a
meeting scheduled to be held
at L

Parliament passed the
Eastern Raflway Servants
Benevolent Fund wu
Bill providing for enhancement
of monthly financial benefits.

Three members — Nurul
Islam Moni (Independent),
Salahuddin Yusuf and Principal
MM Nazrul Islam of AL op-

posed the bill. They contended
that the enhancement was not

adequate.

Communications Minister
Col (retd) Of Ahmed. who
moved the bill informed the
House that the law was long
overdue since government ser-
vants in other departments

See Page 10 Col. |

Tight-lipped BNP
works on bill for
constitutional

amendment

By Staff correspondent

The Ba h Nationalist
Party (BNP) is reported to be
preparing a constitutional
amendment bill for introduc-
tion in the current session of
the Jattya Sangsad (Parlia-
ment). But the party leader-
ship is tight-lipped about fts

contents.

A ranking BNP leader told
The Daily Star on Monday that
instead of concentrating on
bills proposed by others, the
BNP may mowve its own consti-
tutional amendment bill in the
House.

Sources revealed that there

See Page 10 Col. |

By-elections to
JS vacant seats

June 11
By-elections to the 10 va-
cant seats of the

Jattya Sangsad
will be held on June 11, the
Election Commission an-
nounced in Dhaka Monday, re-
ports BSS.

According to a gazette noti-
fication issued by the Election
Commission, nomination pa-
pers will have to be submitted
to the Returning Officer or the
Assistant Returning Officer on
May I8,

See Page 10 Col. 4

Top-level
reshuffle in
administration

By Staff Correspondent

A major reshuffle at the top-
level of the administration has
been made.

Fishertes and Livestock
Sec Lutful-la-Hil Majeed
has M. A. Sayced as

the Home Secretary. Sayeed is
joining the World Bank as an
Alternate Director. He left for
Washington on Monday.

Land Secretary Syed Ahmed
will take over as the Planning

fruddin Ahmed is going to the
Fisheries and Livestock

Ministry. Mansur-e-Molla will
replace him.

Some more changes at the
top-leve! of the administration

are in the offing
Diarrhoea death
toll 18 in tw

weeks in Raj



