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Inside Today
Metropolitan

I'll only shoot ducks
sporting red ties, says
Soviet envoy Vitaly
Smirnov in a frank
interview.
Biman fare for
Haj reduced by
Tk 8,147.
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Feature

Science and
Technology

Overcrowding of the
radio spectrum in
severely restricting
the reliability and

information carr- .

ying capacity of
existing commu-
nication system.
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International

No single Indian party
to win majority
in poll.

UN Secretary General
Perez de Cuellar says
he hopes to have an
agreed outline for a
settlement. President

Vassiliou and the
leader of the lar-

gest party in
Cyprus, Glafkos
Clerides are
optimistic that
the world cli-
mate is right
for a solution.
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If you miss your copy of The Daily
Star today, please call Tel: 863035,
246023-4 PABX or Hawkers' Union
Tel: 231947, 244297. For excellence
in journalism please read The Daily

| JS session resumes today
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amid hints of heated debate

The session of the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) which

was adjourned on April 11 will

resume at 2 pm today

(Sunday).

Available indications suggest
a stormy session.

Today's session will begin
with the question hour which
remained suspended during
the first five days of the ses-
sion before Eid due to a short-
age of time to print the ques-
tions and their answers.

‘Besides, four bills are likely
to be passed and four new bills
introduced by the House.

A call attention on the diar-
rhoea situation in the southern
part of the country is also
likely to be disposed of today.

The Opposition Bench is
likely to up the killing of
four Bangladeshis including

By Staff Correspondent

members of the
esh Rifles, two recent
train accidents and robbery In-
cidents for discussion in the
House. _

The Awami League and its
allies will focus their discus-
sion on the form of govern-
ment and put pressure on the
Treasury Bench to concede to
their demand for a switchover
to parliamen form.

The Dcput.t;TLcadl:r of the
Opposition in Parliament
Ab:ru,u Samad Azad has already
given a notice to the
Parliament Secretariat for in-
troduction of constitutional
amendment bill for the pur-
poese. 7
Awami League looks deter-
mined to explore every possi-
bility to cash in on the public-
ity that the ruling BNP is not

two

ready to concede the demand.

AL has started contacting
MPs belonging to other oppo-
sition groups in the parliament
for support.

The Parliament could trans-
act very limited business dur-
ing the first five days of the
present session beginning on
April 5.

After the election of the
Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker, Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
delivered his inaugural ad-
dress.

The House formed the
Business Advisory Committee
and the House Committee.

The Treasury Bench laid
before the House 44
Ordinances which were pro-
mulgated between August

See Page 10 Col. |

BNP considers more power for Eliamcnt
AL contacts other MPs

over amendment move

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League has given a
notice to the Secretary of the
Jaliya Sangsad (parliament) to
introduce a constitutional
amendment bill for reversion
to parliamentary form of gov-
ernment.

The ruling BNP on the
other hand, knowledgeable
sources say, is considering
delegating more power to the
parliament to establish an
‘accountable government’.

Constitutional experts of
the party are working on the
proposal and the outcome will
be made public soon.

Mcanwhile, a delegation of
the 5-party alliance led by
Rashed Khan Menon MP called
on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Friday request-

.............
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ing her to take initiatives to
introduce parliamentary form
of government.

Begum Zia is learnt to have
told the delegation that she
would take up the matter with
the BNP leadership.

The session of the Par-
liament which was adjourned
on April 11 will resume at 2
pm today (Sunday).

Parliament Secretariat sour-
ces confirmed the receipt of
notice from Abdus Samad
Azad, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

On April 14 the AL bill will
require prior recommendation
of the President, and will have
to be processed through the
Ministry of Law and Justice.

See Page 10 Col. 3

[JO project
committee
meet begins

The three-day 15th session
ol the International Jute
Organisation Committee on
Projects began here Saturday,
reports BSS.

The session opened by the
chairman of the [JO
Committee on Projects Zhan
Jian Jun of China, was at-
tended by representatives
from exporting and importing
countries, observer countries,
the United Nations agencies,
inter-governmental and non-
governmenl organisations.

The commijttee will review
activities and progress of the
projects under implementa-
tion in the agricultural indus-
trial and market prometion
sectors.

Speaking on the occasion
the Executive Director of IJO
Mohammad Shamsul Haque

See Page 10 Col. 8
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Attempt to

Deposed President H.M.
Ershad had reportedly
signed 17 cheques since
his detention at the Gulshan
sub-jail, according to reli-
able sources.

The sources said that his
Defense Councel Kazi
Shahdat Hossain obtained
the signature on all the
cheques at the request of
Ershad's brother-in-law
Mostafizur Rahman.

The sources said that Kazi
Shahdat went to obtain the
deposed President's signa-
ture on Thursday for with-
drawing money from an ac-
count at the Green Road
branch of Bank.

Kazi Shahadat needed the
money to procure -certifi-
cates to show that the re-
covered arms from the Sena

Bhaban were gifts and he
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procure gift certificates for seized arms

Ershad signed 17 cheques in jail

Star Report

was scheduled to leave for
London to procure the
certificates the sources
added.

Ershad is now facing trail for
the possession of {llegal
arms.

Kazi Shahdat was caught red-
handed by the security
guard at the Guishan sub-jail
when he took the cheque to
get Ershad's signature on

Meanwhile Kazi Shahdat
Hossain was by his

professional colleagues at
the Supreme Court for the
violation of professional
ethics.

He however confessed that he
took the cheque to Ershad
at the request of his
Ershad's brother-in-law.

According to a source the

Supreme Court Bar

Association may take dis-
action against Kaz{
Hossain.

According to a police source,
Kazi Shahdat may also be
sued by the concerned au-
thorities for violating jail
rules.

The Central Jatl source said
that after the transfer of
Ershad from the Gulshan
sub-jail to Central Jail only
Advocate Mufizur Rahman
Mazumdar who is assisting
Kazi Shahdat Hossain in the
arms case met Ershad at
the jail yesterday (Saturday).
He discussed various legal
matters with Ershad.

Meanwhile Office Secretary of
Jatlya Party Tajul Islam MP
in a statement to the press
said that the was
sent to the sub-jail authori-

See Page 10 Col. 2

IMEF agrees to provide $ 80 m

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has agreed 'in
rinciple' to provide 80 mil-
on US dollars as additional
funding support to esh
in the current Hscnlﬂ;nearw

Official sources said the
proposal for the additional
funds will be placed for ap-
proval at a meeting of the
IMF's Board of Directors in
Washington scheduled for May

3

It has alreatly been cieared
by the operation staff members
of the Fund.

The additional funds will
come under the IMF-sup-
ported economic reforms pro-
gramme, known in Bangladesh
Enhaneced Structural
Adjustment Facility (ESAF).

By Moazzem Hossain

additional funds under ESAF
for Bangladesh because of the
severe financial strains on the
country’'s balance of payments
as the fallout of the Gulf crists.
The import bill on account of
petroleum. oil and lubricants
alone surged by over 30 per
cent in the first seven months
of fiscal 1990-91.

Remittances plummeted
and exports suffered setbacks.

The import prices also
went up while the govern-
ment's budgetary resources
were strained because of the
repatriation of over 70,000
Bangladeshis from Kuwait and
Iraq.

The overall economy wit-
nessed a recession in the wake
of the Gulf crisis.

The situation was further

‘as additional funding support

worsened by the political tur-
moil in the first half of the
current fiscal year.

Bangladesh approached the
IMF for additional funding
support under the ESAF pro-
gramme to help it tide over
a:.preuing financial prob-

The Fund has already com-
municated its decision to the
government, to the
latter's request for additional
balance of payments support in
1990-91.

The decision now awaits
formal clearance by the IMF
Board of Directors.

The su of 80
million US will come in
addition to 60 million dollars
to be released by the IMF 1n its

See Page 10 Col. |
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s : ‘ Eid vacation, but attendance was very thin.
ment Ministry staffer sleeping off its sultry summer noon on the opening day. — Star photo

eco-
nomic cooperation and a t
multibillion dollar naty gas
development project in the
Soviet Far East. officials said
reports AP
The Soviet Undon also reaf-
firmed its position that if
North Korea refuses to sign

ﬂtmthrm'dtmtylt

will { nu-

clear fuel.
other help 0 us longtime

tween Soviet President
Mikhail S Gorbachev and South
Korean President Roh Tae-
Woo.

Reuter adds: Gorbachev also
lent support to Seoul's long-
held desire to join the United
Nations and ?puh for eco-
nomic and political coopera-
thon.

“This year the Soviet Union
and the of Korea have
walked a distance in a

very short time,” Gorbachey
told reporters at a brie on
Cheju island off sout

tip of the divided insula.

Gorbachev arrived in South
Korea late on Friday following a
disappointing four-day visit to
Japan. He met South Korean
President Roh Tae-Woo for 95
minutes today and left for
home in mid-afternoon.

In an atmosphere of
cordiality in marked contrast
to his chilly visit to Japan.
Gorbachev called for more
See Page 10 Col 3

| Schwarzkopf bids

bye to Gulf

RIYADII, Apr 20: US Gen H
Norman Schwarzkopl and
hundreds of his stafl packed
their bags for the trip home
this weekend, closing down
the nerve center of the Gulf
War, reports AP.

His scheduled departure
Saturday after what some say
was a brilliant military strategy
signals the end of the US com-
bat role in the Gulf. Less than
270,000 troops remain from a
peak of 540,000,

His US Central Command
headquarters in Riyadh, from
which he plotted a smashing
victory over Saddam Husscin,

See Page 10 Col. 7
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| - S. Arabia unlikely to sit with Israel

Baker talks peace
process with Hussein

AQABA (Jordan), Apr 20:
US Secretary of State James
Baker held talks Saturday with
Jordan's Hussein in an ef-
fort to develop a Middle East
peace process. then flew on to
reports AP.

Baker described the meet-
ing in Jordan's Red Sea port as
“very productive and useful”
but dicr

not elaborate.
Also attending the talks
were Hussein's younger

brother, Prince Hassan. as well
as Jordan's Prime Minister
Mudar Badran, Foreign
Minister Taher Masri and

other close aides to the
monarch.

Baker's sto here came
after a US o said Saudi

Arabia and other Gulf Arab
states should be excluded from
any negotiations the
secretary’'s meeting in
Jerusalem with Israeli and
Palestinian officials.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, also
told reporters that Baker had
made little headway during his
Middle East trip in setting up
peace negotiations.

The Saudis had been ex-
pected to play an enhanced
role in the region following
their prominent role in the
Gulf War

‘It's not because Saudi
Arabia is refusing anything.®
Baker explained. -

1 think there is a feeling on
the part of the sometimes-
called frontline states neigh-
boring Israel that the fssues in
dispute are tssues that affect
lsrael and those countries and
issues that affect lsrael and
Palestinians * said Baker.

“If you bring other Arab
states to the table at the same
time where do you draw the

| ine.” the secretary said.

Israel and its Arab neigh-
Sours agree neither on ar-
rangements for a peace con-
ference nor on who would rep-
resent the Palestinians, the of-
ficial said.

But Baker, before leavi
Jerusalem to see Hussein. ;

"We are going to keep plugging
away

Baker met with three
Palestinian leaders before leav-
ing the Israelt capftal.
urged him to stop Jewish set-
tiement in the occupied terri-
tories and to reject " unac-
ceptable conditions” Israel has
set for peace talks.

Baker's stop at this
Jordanian city is his first in
the Arab world on the current
trip and Hussein's first direct
involvement in the peace pro-
cess. -

The king condemned the
war by the United States and
its allies against Iraq as a con-
flict against all Muslims.

the United States was hope-
lessly one-sided in favour of
Israel.

This s

Baker's third

are .
calls and tough deecl-
sfons. "However. the

Asked what Baker had ac-
See Page 10 Col. §

20

tr-n-tta? camps for the

refugees.

and Abdul-Haflz Jezail, for 50
minutes on the Iraqgl side of
the Habur crossing between

The US General said later
no further meeting had been

arranged insues would
be pursu rough other
channels

Meanwhile, AP adds from
MI:EMMHW

way to arrange a meeting be-
tween Kurdish leaders and

President

a Kurdish spokesman said.
There are direct contacts

between us and Iraqgt offictals

to arrange for these discus-
sions,” sald el-Deen Kakat,
a spoke for the Kurdish
De mocratic , one of the
two main ish guerrilla
facttons

Kaka! said he had no de-
tafls on how or when such a
meeting would take place.

But he stressed that one
prerequisites for such talks

mlh-tt}uyhtmww

the United Nations.

sks Baghdad to pull back from northern Iraq

" The Kurds insist on that.*

Talabani, a spokesman

for
Talabant's Patriotic Undon of
Kurdistan (PUK) said in

d
are disc an
'I"z'h ussing

omy within the federated

structure of Imag, de:l:
democracy. pluralism
constitutional rule In

spokesman Barham said
Another report from
Dl-_nu- ! The

Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man |
you are likely to kill by rash

Khaleda's visit to
S.Arabia, Kuwait

postponed

Prime Miflister Begum
Khaleda Zia's visit to
Saudi Arabia and Kuwaft later
this month has been deferred
due to unavoidable circum-
stances, official sources said
Saturday, reports UNB.

Begum Zia was scheduled to
leave the capital on April 26.

Her visit to the Gulf will be
rescheduled in due course, the
sources said.

Govt has failed to
protest border
incidents: Hasina
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiefl and
Leader of the tion in
m:lt Shetkh Hasina has
big democratic country like
Indta.

Sheikh Hasina in a state-
ment on Saturday expressed
her durp eoncern at the

two BDR personnel
and two civilians by the Indian

BSF members at under
border district Mcherpur on

April 19.
The AL leader accused the

government of fafling to im-

mediately protest the landing
of an Indian copter on

Bangladesh territory and in-
creasing number of untoward
incidents taking place in the

She termed the govern-
ment inaction as a nacked ex-
pression of its ‘subservient

See Page 10 Col. §

BDR asked for
details about
Friday's incident
By Staff Correspondent
O e b e

tails dbout Friday's
in whih four pirosas Bl

-

ready been asked to provide
information to the Foreign
Office.

Decision on Pay
Commission report

may be delayed

Star Economic Report

The government’'s decision
on the National Pay Commi-
ssfon report is unlikely before
July.

Official sources said the
recommendations of the Pay
Commission about salaries and
ringe benefits for government
officials and employees, inchu-
ding those under public sector

rations and autonomous
bodies, would be examined by
a council committee. No such
committee has yet been
formed.

The Pay Commission sub-
mitted its report to Acting

| President Justice Shahabuddin

Ahmed in March.

Sources said the financial
implications of salary and
other benefits, recommended
by the Pay Commission, have
not yet been assessed in full
Tentative indications s
that implementation of the
recommengdations by the
Commission will involve an ad-
ditional re,
between 800 mm

See Page 10 Col. |

Dhaka to join
UNIKOM

Bangladesh will join the
United Nations observers
team—UNIKOM (United
Nations iraq Kuwait Observers
Misston)—to monitor the de-
militarizsed zone on Irag-
Kuwait border, reports UNB.

A Foreign office spokesman
told newsmen Saturday a

tuted as per the Secu
Council resolution 68



