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Crisis in Higher Education

In a recent article published in this journal,
the former advisor for education a a well
known educationist, Prof. Zillur Rahman Siddiqui,
asked the gquestion: "Should we have private uni-
versities 7" He did not answer the question ex-
cept for that te universities may well
bring In an element of competition and excel-
lence which is now missing in our higher educa-
tion.This journal, however, would like to be quite
categorical in its support for the idea of private
universities. We think that any attempt to
in more investment and expertise into higher
education, especially from non-governmental
sources, will benefit our education system. How-
ever such universities should not become the ex-
clusive clubs of the rich and the powerful. Access
to them of talented students from all strata of our
society must be ensured through scholarships,
grants and study loans.

The question, however, is not one of govern-
ment versus private universities, but that of the
quality and relevance of our higher education in

eneral. According to the figures provided in
. Siddiqui's article, in 1986-87 a total of
1,10,000 students passed the higher secondary
school certificate examination. them 35,000
had the requisite qualification to enter honours
course in our seven universities. Only six to seven
thousand were able to make it. We do not know
how many of these students ull‘lmalr:i{, complete
their graduate and master's studies but we do
know that a three years' honours course,
followed by a one year M.A. or M.Sc. course, or
those of our engineering or agricultural
universities, take a total of six to seven years to
complete due to what we now call 'session jams".
Alter all this, the students who pass out mostly
remain unemployed except for the handful who
are at the top of their classes.

What an trony. On the one hand we are suffer-
lnﬁ for the lack of experts in every conceivable
field while on the other, we are not able to em-
ploy the few graduates and master's degree hold-
ers that our universities are producing.

This brings us to the fundamental question of
quality and relevance of our higher education. Are
we producing the higher education degree hold-
ers whose expertise are necessary for our devel-
opment ? Do we have sufficient linkage between
the industry and the universities to know in what
area we need to Eruduce expertise and of what
quantity ? Here the experience of the Southeast
Asian region may serve us well if we care to leam.
In the newly industrialising economies like
Malaysia, Thailland and Indonesia there exists a
constant and dynamic interaction between uni-
versities, research bodies and the job market.
The linkage is so organised that the need of one
is met by the output of the other.

The task belore us therefore is clear. We need
lo make our higher education more relevant to
the development needs of our country. We also
need to make it more efficient so that it can de-
liver at a speed and level which are competitive
to, if not the world but, at least the regional
standards. To achieve these we need to attract
greater investment in education, which cannot
come from the increasingly scarce government
sources. Hence the question of private
universities.

This journal feels that there is also a need for
looking into how the current government subsi-
dies to the established universities are being
spent. A strong case can be made, we suspect, for
a more efficient use of the available funds.

Human resource development has been identi-
fied. over and over again as the key to economic
development. If we want to attain a double digit
growth rate,— we must improve the performance
of our higher education system.

Please Save Chandpur

Not all towns are equally important. The pre-
eminence of Chandpur as a most important river-
port is centuries-old. It only grew with the com-
ing of the new modes of mass transport of freight
and passenger. One can go to Chandpur by road
or river or rail. An air connection — and it could
vie with Cochin in Kerala for a spot reachable by
all means of transport. Chandpur also has the best
and most connections with the capital city.

This is all because of Chandpur's tremendous
handling, transhipment and trading activity. Add
to it the fabulous haul of the best Padma ilish
(hilsa) that is packed and sent out from here plus
a wonderful hinterland of rich agricultural pro-
duces that sustains Chandpur's leadership in in-
land ports. Centuries of such leadership has natu-
rally developed a population very capable of carry-
inﬁ it out with rare competence and even finesse.

magine such a town being eaten up, literally,

by river erosion. If you cannot, take a three-to-
four hours' boat ride to Chandpur, take a rick-
shaw to Baro-station and head for the nation's
most famous spot for seeing a most gorgeous sun-
set sitting on the country's biggest erosion-saving
boulders. Prepare yourself for the first shock —
the boulders are not there, there are only ce-
ment blocks, too regularly uniform to go with any
illusion of nature. A realisation would then
descend on you that it's not the place you or a
lakh others have in years past sat for hours. The
Meghna has eaten up whole of a half-mile deep
waterfront stretching for about a mile. A
substantial part of the prime lands that formed
the hub of Chandpur's trading activity, namely,
Puran Bazar is already under the Meghna.
" The tragedy of it lies elsewhere. In the fact
that the erosion is continuing without any
effective steps to stop it. And in the fact that it
has struck this time with a renewed vengeance.
In the past week 30 shops and as many houses
have gone down into the river.

The Water Development Board took up a Taka
five-crore — incredible is 1t? — town protection
scheme that resulted in 72 lakh boulders to be
thrown into the riverfront at both Puran Bazar
and Natun Bazar. That failed to provide much of
an answer. At a much later date the waterwallahs
drew up another plan, this time costing Tk 21
crore — and acco cement blocks and 'geo-
textile bags numbering to over 350,000 were
Flaced. But other neediuls for the plan to be ef-
ective were allowed to go default.

A country where thugs filch money billions
of taka, where towns-change lights to drape itself
with the colour of a Poesque premonition at a
cost of tens of crore — only an utter mindlessness
can result in the failure of marshalling a hundred
crore taka to save a town of Chandpur's fmpor-
tance.

We aﬂ!l)ea_l to government as well as the money
that is there in plénty in Chandpur itself, please
act and act soon.

clothing for the orest
members of the community It
is raised from a tax on

around the next year, still very
. | made contact with the
branch of Mohammedtyah
(a national Indonestan Islamic
reformist organization) who
agreed that in 1982 the
180,000 Indonesian Rupiah
(Rps) that they had collected
for zakat alms could be chan-
nelled through a different
system — one of community
organization and community
development.

Sixteen mustahiq
who are the rest in the
community who thus have
the right to recetve the zakat)
were approached and, after
long discussions, agreed that
they would form a group and
would not immediately con-
sume their share of the zakat,
but would save the money to-
gether as a fund for income-
generation and productive en-
terprises, and would help their
own members to escape from
their poverty. For two years
this group met at my house ev-
ery lortnight, discussed to
escape f{rom poverty, and
started to use the zakat funds
to start up small-business en-
terprises. Savings from these
activities were put back into
the common pool.

At the end of two year, the
lives of the original 16 had
changed in the followin
ways: four people had chang
from being mustahiq to being
well enough off be taxed in

(those

ZAKAT: AN INDONESIAN E

XPERIMENT

Turning Charity into Investment

At the time of Eid-ul-Fitr, every Muslim should give his
sonally or to the Zakat Fund managed by the Islamic Fo
always charitable alms to the poverty stricken. Some
the personal charity — the poor, they say,
they can be helped to escape
an 1nteresting experiment from a reli
Mohammediyah which might

by M. Zainuddin
Special to the Star

an Indonesian Islamic NGO.

from poverty through the use of zakat

Zakat contribution either per-
undation. These funds are nearly
peoPle are, however, dissatisfied with
are there again next year. Is there no way that
‘ * funds? Here is report of
gious reformist organization in Indonesia called
have some relevance to Bangladesh. The author works for

turn to give zakad (muzakhi):
two people who were previ
ously unemployed became
small traders; three people
who were already self-em-
ployed in a very small way in-
creased their business by 125
per cent; four people who pre-
viously had nothing but their
labour to sell bought their own
sewing machines and »sel
themselves up in business; and
three remained poor and their
lives had few changes

Based on these results, | set
up a project called “The
Household Economy” with the
expressed intention of getting
away from a relief and charita-
ble approach to the rural poor.
and towards and approach
which emphasized encourag-
ing them to become self-suffi-
cient. Klaten, the area iIn
which the project took place,
is the third most populated.
but the second smallest dis-
trict of Central Java. Just over
halfl of the cultivated land is
under {irrigated-rice farming
and encroachments are
steadily being made on this
land for hnunlnf. offices and
roads. The population is grow-

ing and 50 per cent are land-
less

One basic principle in this
programme was and is. that
the target group of the rural
poor are involved as much as
possible at every stage of the
activity, from planning through
implementation and monitor-
ing. to evaluation. The project
is not something done to the
poor, but something the poor
with the help of a few sensitive
[acilitators, do for themselves
Another principle is that prob-
lems are solved in an Inte
grated way — all aspects of a
problem are looked at and ap-
proaches to solving the prob-
lem are considered together. A
third principle Is to try and
identify and develop local po-
tential. local resburces, and lo-
cal leadership.

The first and most impor
tant activity is o raise aware-
ness amongst the poor that
their fate can be changed by
their own strength Discus-
sions involve reflections on Is-
lam, on Javanese traditions
and mythology. and on their
present state, as well as com-

parisons with other systems.
Once a level of awareness about
future possibilities is reached
it becomes necessary (and
possible) to increase people's
knowledge and productive
skills. People are encouraged
to form themseives into groups
which are called UBs, that is
Usaha Bersama (“joint efforts”).
The group works out what
kind of it needs, and
:ﬁ:!‘.ﬂ attempts to provide

. The training is usually
based on the need for manag-
ing the group. basic en-
trepreneurship, and produec-
tive skills.

The only way out of poverty
is for people to form small co-

operatives, and gradually to
build up into one larger co-up-
crative. Once the small co-
coperatives have been solidly
formed — and have a discipline
of saving, investment and re-
payment — then can be
helped by judicious soft loans
from outside. It is important
that the groups depend upon
their own resources at first,
but it is also true that they will
only be able to amass very

small amounts of capital from
their own resources. Once
group consciousness and fi-
nancial discipline have been
learnt, then infusions of funds
from outside can speed up the
rate at which they can turn
over the money, pay back their
loans and increase their own
incomes. Between 1984 and
1987, 104 groups
were . New enterprises
were started, existing micro-
enterprises expanded. and
jobs created. as can be seen
from the table at the end.
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The Left Gets a Big Foot in the Delhi Door

NDIAN politics will not be

the same again if the com-

munists share -wer in
New Delhi — and that could
happen as a result of the May
general election.

This is because the National
Front, which comprises the
Janata Dal and some regional
partics, has decided to share a
programme and platform with
the left led by the Marxist
Communist Party, the CPl (M).
And for the first time the
Marxists have not rejected the
idea.

Indrajit Gupta, secretary-
general of the Communist
Party of India (CPI), a junior
partner of the left, has already
resolved to “join a coalition
government” in the centre, if
the National Front and left al-
liance is voted to power.”

At present the communists
are largely confined to West
Bengal and Kerala. If they get a
chance Lo ‘spread to other
parts of India it will mark a
radical depasture from the
trends in other parts of the
world where communism is
rolling back.

in any consortium of ruling
parties the communists with
their ideological and organisa-
tional cohesiveness will be able
to dominate and determine
the course of social, economic
and political programmes of
the government. The left had
52 members in the dissolved
Lok Sabha (lower house) and
expects to increase that num-
ber.

The administrative man-
agement of the left in India has
been commendable. West Ben-
gal had the most stable state
government in the country and
is also the only state free from
communal tensions. Oxford-
educated Jyoti Basu, now his
seventies, is one of the most
respected politicians in India.

This new political atmo-
sphere is a far cry from Jawa-
harlal Nehru's days when
communists were regarded as
extremely dangerous. Fear of
them was so great that the lib-
eral Nehru dismisscd the first
democratically elected gov-
crnment of Kerala in 1959
Indira Gandhi, his daughter
and then president of the rul-
ing Congress Party, forced her
father's hand.

The communists have
travelled a song way from the

D.K. Joshi writes from New Delhi

Communist participation in the next Indian government is a distinct possibility following a
decision by the Janata Dal, which led the coalition government of 1989, to link up with the
left in a common platform. Such a development would be against the global political trend
and a far cry from the days when Nehru was so disturbed that Kerala had acquired the
world’s first freely elected communist government he dismissed it.

pre-independence period. In
1942 the then single commu-
nist Party of India did not join

Mahatma Gandhi's Quit India
movement because it regarded
World War Two as a people's

The young Indira Gandhi. As Congress president in 1959

she persuaded her father, Prime Minister Nehru, to dismiss

the elected Communist-led government of Kerala.

war against [ascism. When

frecdom came In 1947 the
party called it a sham and the
resull of a conspiracy between

the British imperialists and -

the Indian bourgeoisie.

The line adopted at the Cal-
cutta Con 8 in 1948 — just
after independence — at the
instance of Moscow described
Nehru's government as "war on
the people of India.” In the
first Lok Sabha in 1952 the
CPl emerged as the main op-
position, despite a vilification
campaign that it had betrayed
the nation in 1942,

By the time of the second
general election in 1957 the
CPl had become chastened. On
the advice of the the Comin-
form it had decided to work
within the democratic frame-
work. [t scored a spectacular
success in Kerala where E.M.S.
Namboodiripad became the
world's first head of a commu-
nist government formed
through ballot and not bullet,

Fighting between China and
India in 1962 precipitated a
CPI split in 1964 when the
world communist movement
divided into Chinese and So-
viet camps. The more moder-
ate CPI supported Nehru while
the breakaway CPI (Marxist)
said he had played the imperi-
alist game.

The CPI (M) honeymoon
with China did not last long. It
ended when the Chinese sup-
ported a more radical group,
the Naxalites, who staged an
agrarian revolt in West Bangal.

Over the years the commu-
nists have lost their ideological
fire and militancy. The CPI has
lost much of its dynamism and
has accepted the supremacy of
the Marxist CP. The disinte-
gration of the international
communist movernent and Lhe
dilution of the socialist eco-
nomiec order in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe

e
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Walk for health

Sir, It is a known fact
that physical exercise is
good for health . Of late
awareness of it has in-
creased. Today we see
many people going for
morning walk which, ac-
cording to doctors, Iis
beneficial for health.

Therefore, we often no-
tice a long line of morning
walkers in residential areas
ltke Dhanmondi, Gulshan,
Banani etc. Although, they
happen to be only old peo-
ple, but there are recently
many youngsters too who
have joined this team.

Well, whatever the rea-
sons, this Is no doubt a
good sign that young and
old we have become health

conscious.

Zamain Ahmed
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Applicability of
'Shaheed'’

Sir, This refers to the
pronouncement made by
the Leader qf the Opposi-
tion Sheikh Hasina about
the applicability of the
term ‘Shaheed™ to commu-
nitfes other than Muslim.

As far as we understand
‘Shaheed’ is one who sacri-
fices his life in the struggle
to establish the order of Al-
lah in this planet in contin-
uance of the struggle
launched by the holy
Prophet of Islam (S.M.) and
bears witness (Shahadat) to
the fact — There is no Al-

lah but Allah and Mo-
hammed (S.M.) is His Mes-
senger'.

We:+feel that our learned
doctors of religion should
throw more light on this
subject and also let us
know explicitly the accu-
racy of Sheikh Hasina's re-
mark.

Al-Haj S.M. Khalid
Chowdhury, Dhanmandi,
Dhaka.

Liver cirrhosis

Sir, A recenl news ltem
panic set
forth by the spread of Liver
Cirrhosis in the district of
Jamalpur. As much as three

says that there is a

people have already died

and about one thousand have

been alflicted with this

deadly disease.

The cause of this disease
widespread is
those who become
come [rom
-extremely poor background
and rarely have access to

becoming
that,
victims of fit,

hygienic and well-nourish-
ing foodstull.

Thus even after they do

realise how ill they are it

becomes almost impossible
for them to get good medi- |

cal treatment because of

lack of fund. So they silently

suffer and die. It is really a
very sad state of afair.

We only hope that in the
near future it will become

possible for people to avall
treatment of this disease in

Jamalpur itself.

Jahangir Ahmed
Gopibagh, Dhaka.

have forced Indian commu-
nists to look inward.

They now [ind themselves
comfortable alongside bour-
geois politicians who play on
caste, communal and regional
sentiments.

Besides the two communist
parties, the left front consists
ol the Revolutionary Secialist
Party, the Forward Bloc and
many other splinter groups.
The Marxist CP is recognised
as big brother by these part-
ners.

In the the Hindi-speaking
belt, the political heart of In-
dia, the communist parties
have fcew pockets of inflluence.
In the 1989 general election
most of the left's 52 seats werc
won without striking any clec-

toral alliances. In the Hindi
belt they won only nine scats
out of 221.

The 1991 election provides
the left with a golden opportu-
nity to spread itsell because
V.P. Singh, who was brieflly
prime minister after the last
electlon, has struck up an al-
llance to fight the rightist

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Congress.

The communists have de-
cided to call assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal and Ker-
ala a year to coincide
with the general election — a
sign of confidence.

They hope all this will help
spread their influence to the
national level. Jyoti Basu and
Namboodiripad, now 81, are
regarded as prime ministerial
material. Once the communists

win national respectability by
becoming part of a left-of-cen-

tre government, they are con-
fident they will one day take
power in New Delhi.

— GEMINI NEWS

D.K. JOSHI a graduate of
Lucknow University, joined the
Free Press Journal in

1946 and later the Indian Ex
press.

OPINION

I have read the well-written
artiele about names in
Bangladesh, titled "What's in
Names 7" by Sabir Mustaffa in
your weekend ine of
April 12 with interest.

In many ways, people in dif-
ferent countries in Southeast
and Far East Asia also face
problems with their names,
especially in making outsiders
understand as to how they
should be addressed, verbally
or in writing. But they do not
at least put the word.
"Barrister” or "Engineer” be-
fore their names, especially in
their calling cards. or add
"Former Ambassador” after
their names, as some of our
friends here do. In this re-
spect, people in other Asian
regions are a bit more modest.

Their names raise a number
of problems for outsiders. Here
are a few | can think of right-
AWELY .

In Thai names, the first
words serve as the surnames.
Example: General Thanom
Kittikachorn, a former Thai
Prime Minister, was always
addressed as General Thanom.,
although his family name re-
mained Kittikachorn, later
used by his son or grandson.
Foreigners often make the
mistake of addressing the
Thais by their last names
which, often derived from
Sanskrit, are difficult to pro-
nounce. (Kitttkachorn is un-
doubtedly a distortion of the
Sanskrit word, Kirticharan).

In Malaysia, names of
Malays present a different kind
of problem. They all add names

of their fathers at the end of

their own names. For instance
- Nuruddin bin Sﬂpl‘llﬂ mean -
ing Nuruddin, the son of So-
phiee or Rafidah binte Haji
Mohammad Aziz, meaning.
Rafidah, the daughter of Haji
Mohammad Aztz. Surprisingly,
married women do not use
their husbands' names at the

Names

end. (If this practice was fol-
lowed here, Hasina would be
called Hasina binte Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and Begum Zia
would have to substitute 'Zia'
by the name of her father. Po-
litically, Hasina might then get
an edge over the Prime Minis-
terl) :

Significantly enough, most
Malays usu drop 'bin’ and
‘binte’ from names, per-
haps to shorten them or to
make them sound more mod-
ern. So, Nuruddin bin Sophiee
becomes just Nuruddin Seo-
phiee, he still likes to be
addressed as Dr. Nuruddin.
Does he have a family name ?
No. In a way, most
Muslims do net have a family
name either.

More and more Chinese
names are being Anglicised.
The same is happening to Ko-
rean names. A Chinese name
may be written in one way
when one uses the
version, and in another way if
the original one is used. Mr K.
C. Lee (the version)
becomes Lee Kong Cheung In
either case. he is addressed as
Mr Lee.

Most Indonesian Muslims
are Malays by their ethnic orl-
gin. But their names are quite

different from those of
Malaysian Malays. In most
cases, are of Sanskrit ori-

gin. us consisting of
one word. Sukarmo was, in el-
fect, Shukorno. obviously a
Sanskrit or Pali word, and not
a distortion of Sukrana which.
thanks to its Arabic sound, was
once popular with the press in
Pakistan

Indian Sikhs in Bangkok
have adopted Thai names,
while Chinese in Manila have

made subtle ¢ in thetr
names (o make m sound
Filipinos.

‘A Foreign Reader

Dhaka.



