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over the pit and camouflaged it ' matter of fact, I'll let you have heh. So | thought, well, why

ltka Khanum, was just a ;‘:I:ﬂﬂ-lﬂ = &-I.O_R.I_S.l@_l - :'hﬂmm';u:l:ﬂl}’: mﬂ-:mﬁm-" |
woman—a whifl of Towards the evening Agha see you ever again, I'll kill you. ﬁl‘lmﬁlmdw
Now that's a promise.” by screams of horror that
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confronted his wife. "I feel a
Agha Ahmed had no peace the cobra let out. Then like a

bit under the weather," he | o L -

said. "How about a little walk in of even with a reward of flash of ligh it vanished.

the forest?” a million taka and five hundred Even Agha n't see which
Malika's response was one horses. His heart had up way it went
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breaking of dawn, without
ever stopping even to catch of utter incredulity. She burst like the Sahara. His tu Agha Ahmed led a peaceful
her breath. Aﬁ Ahmed could out into a hearty ter. Mter_ turned. his perched mout life ever after.
never escape her verbal about ten minutes, she boomed . refused water. He was pan- This story is known to
and arrows—they were all di- out in her usual voice, "Ooing  touch. What makes you fearful —Syed Mujtaba Ali lHie was prepared for any jcked about what the cobra  people in many lands. |
last ditch attempt, however would do next. He knew very it from an Iranian merchant

out for a walk, are we? So now of your own life now 7"
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to suffer
her insults in silence. At Jeast have a fit of romanticism! The cobra replied with ob- desperate it was. It was better  well that there would not be one night in a seral, lying on a
fifty times -d-L.lu-unul ﬂi‘ydon‘troubrrtthewhde vious disgust. "Some life! Who than the ditch the grave dig- any next time. He decided to  canvas bed. After he had told
by unspeakable names that thing?® told ﬁ):u to save my life? Save gers were preparing for her, flee the country. me the story, the merchant
caused m. a world of heart- was insistent. It had me from this devil here, from any way. asked. "Can vou tell me what is
burns. Malika never failed to taken him a lot of hard labour this woman." The cobra's voice Things happened as the co- UT the police chief hap- ﬂlﬂmﬂfﬂf’f—l‘ﬂ story?”
nch him on his supposed and time to dig that trench. cracked in pain. "The whole bra had planned. As the pened to drop in that "It's S 1 told him. "It is
to her with— Malika finally relented. night this windbag has driven 'medicine man' Agha entered very day. A round of gre- @n example of how much a
well, anything: expensive They went into the forest. Now me crazy. She never stopped the girl's chamber, the cobra  etthgs, handshakes and embra-  battle axe a woman can be. It's
jewelleries and ornaments, for Agha did his trick. He steered  talking for a minute. She ac- released her from its grip, and ces followed. *Oh brother nothing new though. Lots of
le. This was his daily her clear to the pit and then, cused me of cowardice, of not .
slithered away, as fast its Nawab," the chief said in a wet Wise people have told us as
fare, his daily bread and M&Dnepulh and Malika was  being able to save her although slimy belly could carry it for- voice, “What luck you have, It is  much.’
cheese. Talking of bread and Eﬂ Fitﬂmt: mbmg | am a male snake. And she ward. The chief's daughter had your lot now to rescue—who The merchant remained si-
cheese, Agha could've ignored .ndpit we v;lh-uu rn::: 8 thinks she is a fragile flower of soon regained her conscious- else, but the princess, the lent for a while. "It could be."
her insults if she put some real loads o ves, and re a woman, in need of all the ness, smile now played on her  apple of the country's eye, the he said. “But you know. Iranian
stull on the table, the way Agha turned home. Of course, he did protection the world can offer, lips. The dour looki lice sunshine of our motherland. stories often have two sets of
expetted. The bread, as it not forget to heartily thank his and | failed to even show her a chief's face had mn; soft Hurry up, brother. For, as we  morals, like the elephant has §
turned out, was invariab tron saints. Agha had to cook  way out of this hole. 1 am a with feelings of goodwill for talk, that bastard cobra is two sets of teeth—one for
burnt, the cheese came own dinner that night. So good for nothing dirty little Agha. He gave him the reward cezing the precious life out  show, and the other for chew-
greenish mildews l:hlttnhh wife he went I-l:ltnt E;: kltchcll;: ;rrl:k;l. lfn ;wl;ﬂlm.hcr. a money, and on ol 3t made our princess.” ing the food. You've identified
o Adie Abgiod was & Sy Migsvared ioves of ety S Wi et vt it ot - ip the Jorest ofteec ok the oo L morm)-for: atwwr aleght. Biet
labourer—he always had 5 huge and Golicacics. ﬁuahht{- had to :'l.?wthat'?n“ AF;LP:I it ey fresclupl forest nesr hia SRWAN. (hewas. i B s I ey doww
appetite. stashed them mway for her owri.  “You know, ohe bite and she e heusc; Adbaiwes TiEh At al,  Newsb now) ARIA Bt bl A e i
) ket S was in a position to eat nees. He started crying. He  critica €s to do you
ﬁm slowly but = private mn-::::l:; rIuhf: wuﬂi b:ﬂmc-mpp:d e AN deer meat for both his daly knew he couldn't do a thing to good: cither: s Wi Sw, o
reaching towards were halwa, . _ . P meals. : save the princess. and the po- when is lor : n't ac-
., which eventually varieties of condiments and ing Its voice fell to a whisper. G pe
) Agha was happy. Malika was lice chiel must be told the cept it For he will as soon
came one day about twenty rlltkblk:'en dried deer meat. "You tell me to bite her? t _ happy too; she had all the jew- truth start destroying you, so that
rmtl’ttrthelrmhﬁ_ e cooked happily and ate a woman? The poison she has in 2 -
: : elleries and ornaments she Now, a police chief's heart You don't enjoy the benefit
Agha Ahmed was searching hearty meal. Without his wife's her damned voice is enough to o wanted. Her tongue had s not made out of butter. He If however, you have poison
:"‘“‘h‘l : I'“"“" "t""f ."r':;: mﬁ‘f mh’:'“ﬂ Ilnl Iu“" ﬂ'ulutfl:h":m?:l 'I:‘:l:"!;m“ o A8 wilted, too. Besides. she now knew what he had to do. So he  ©of the order of Maltka Khanum
supply of crisp bread, moist a good night's sleep. He was dic. And nrn uack tlmtm:;rcu oad an army-of servants and  ordered & subordinate o cage: I Yourhouse, that's sometiing
ge / ' 9 maids to command, and they the bird. "Lock him up in one  clse.
kebab. hard boiled . and thrllhdfby the prospect of a snake bites would be good were enough to keep her vocal of the palanquins.® "But the question is : how
Wmmmﬂ' place. S E‘KT murning however :ﬁn::ﬁ"u:nm““nn&:} Lc“mtu 211:1: cord in shape. The poor hus- many of us have a wife like
Agha Ahmed not eat his Agha felt a cloud pass first get me out of here, pfeuc. mllﬁmghlt hcw:;p-:-:; H;Th Aﬁcha Ahmed was  her 7"
-wm t His wife was the blue lty'ﬂf his mi- ru you back wlth all the full of f room pushed, rather unceremoni-
all over him. as usual. "Agha, nd. Maltka was his wife, after in the world. I promise. ull of friends. and he spent his  ously, into a palanquin. People The above story of Dr. Syed
his excellency seems to be in a  all, whatever she had done to | swear by 1III‘“:.]'I'w:': n:ll;lu: of * tme chatting with them. on either side of the road '::gd !mbd Alt _(of Deshey
bit of a huffl tonight," she him. Didn't he vow, at the time  Solomon the king of beasts, But stay, Barely a month had however, shouted in his name. shay fame) has been trans
jeered, "and has lost his ap- of their marriage, to protect birds and reptiles.” passed when the news spread When he entered the city, lated by his grand-nephew Dr
cheese would not do for him. his life, and that too in the tale, Malika was seen. after the minister’s daughter. Which co.  Chief's daughter and from an-  ¢ritic, and currently the Chair
But tell me, where do | ﬁynu name of the prophet ? On the night's incident, to have bra was it? Which else but the other the prime minister's ™Man of the Department of
eggs and kebabs, and a bitof a  other hand, he felt little changed a great deal. A night one that had made the deal O8Ughter showered flowers on  English. Untersity of Dhaka
pickle, perhaps 7" "So she Inclination to bring that shrew in the same pit as the cobra with Agha. him.
talks about eggs and kebabs back home. had mellowed her. She grew This time the rewasd was s Agha Ahmed, his eyes
that she herself has been :f-lh. did what five others calmer. Dum m.'l conver- million taka. The sentries. the ::]!:de. I'Eptl'lftd to himsell all
feasting on I would have done in his place.  sation with the cobra, Maltka foot soldiers and the retinue of ¢ names of saints that he
Agha decided to kill his "Whltt.ltlnck.'henti'l:t did not say a word. This was the prime . knew, and all the prayers that
wife. It would not do him any me go and see how she is. record mydouht. for, even u: snake said. "and I'll wra - head off. The chtel had w;ﬂp; mm::;:: i he had learnt. The king him-
md if he divorced her—he Then I'll think about what to  their first night of honeymoon, self around he i ke 3 de- If the med self had come to recetve him.
. : r neck one of clared a hundred thousand icine man is near
tried that at least a hun- do. Malika had kept her to 0. these & : - Why te 1 P He led Agha down to his
dred times. Every time Malika s removed the leaves  herself only for a cuuwle = se days. | wouldn't lﬂc:w taka reward for anyone who i ?“' your Ume eise daughter's chamber.
mt:udﬂl that she did not from m.plt entrance, he minutes. § mthm':nmtumh:: hene:rtfhﬂ' e mn.uhhl e Hie g, The il;hn Ahmed however re- losed the {
.mwhﬁmh heard a heart I'I'I.'Idll'll cry mrm mhr. bl m" I.]'lfﬂm S mnmm WI‘.E door of the
himself. so much as made a move. But not ever prepared to go near membered very clearly what princess' room from behind.
ltlh"thn lived o?;nhtm ;"ﬂ“"l ﬂ“érfrgoﬂ;'th depths, him the assurance of hidden when you appear in the scene, the cobra. let alone rescue the the cobra had told him. Not to The cobra shouted at him.
::tlp -I: ﬁ:-r by B:!-hn g l.l.'tl;th save tllﬂkt:l‘:.:fm rucuednlt'tjl:; {Idujﬁ turn nF tail and leave girl. It was Medusa's very fa- bculgdreedy. yes. The :;-;e “You are back again, you hope-
mm:nm-mm the noise? It was certainly not in a low voice "mty”““dnhmw along. m sure you ther, they declared. WO put up a show o r less greedy bum. I'll fix you
and tell them to . L get a lot of money for ‘savi once. Agha therefore refused. this time. You are dead. I'll
. part . HH: :lllh Hh::llﬂ::_l:uhhg: about ﬂ:; ﬂ:m;:“ G the girl. But | warmn you, I'll al- When Agha Ahmed arrived  But his refusal fell on deaf ears.  start with your eyes. you just
and not to share the same bed and looked hard. "Damn me. money. He made the snake lg:‘ynu th;: Y e ﬁucmﬂr. M R o ywvial gucted. ot
as it was immoral. Not that it fits a snake! Its a cobral And swear th o n't stretch your luck, and paid him any attention. What "What luck! You must've done Agha however, was all po-
wotld've helped Agha much ff look how huge it 1s.” = on King don't be greedy." was he, when the place was something good to deserve it liteness and courtesy. "1 am
there were neighbours around The mh: hl i Solomon, and pulled it out of What! the devil says the full of hl‘ names? What could You have your parents’' bless- not here for money this time,
111“-“.“ to set hot siotont "Bave :.: P::: ::: 2‘:&}:: ;}:; h;it“ pull h; Paternoster, hh:ddwn master-charmers Ings, Agha, otherwise, these oh cobra.” he said. "you've
. swore ; ' -
W ":“h’ Wﬂ'ﬂ:‘" it kept repeating  would not be the same Malika A good turmn from a snake ance, in mﬁ;;lﬂ S thw:;nf:rm:mﬂ:wr g‘::‘ : mtmnrumgh. ::rt:“h:ﬁ
they no give you money, lots of it. again: that, in fact, she had al- monster ? | The police chief however, quin. He had no choice but to  decided to return fust one
1:!".#‘ The cobra's attack on the had heard of Agha's arrival. g0o. favour. | was passing by when |
da cobra told M_ about F’M chief's d-lU‘htEf created The medicine man from the The cobra looked hard at heard that you are in the
H'Hﬂzl'l':l.lnh:ll;ﬂ'lq “ﬂhl such a bi‘ noise in the ﬂtr thl..t j‘l.l . the expert Mh‘_ "Your !recd seems to Mi‘hhﬂurhm But you see,
: . i north pole.  its ripples reached rﬂor Agha's is stomach full of the se- have taken over. Didn't [ tell wife. Malika Khanum had
¢ an alternate plan, ears in a couple o . The cret art. u not to try more than once? id
: yo try me in the morning that
though, that would ensure him  girl was unconscious for th ' -
: ree Agha's appearance did not Don't you remember or have she would come to respect
a lot of money without any days; the cobra maintained  even
: ‘ n a Inspire any confidence in the you found it convenient to for- to the princess in
trouble. "The town's police stranglehold nd he : P evening.
chief has a daughter,” the and th ol r eck  chiel. But his daughter's life  get? Anyway, since you did me  She'd be here any minute now.
. . el e i reatened to bite her was at stake. a good turn—saved my life asa  You know her, don't you—heh.
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POCL  HAS THE LARGEST DEPOT NETWORK IN BANGLADESH
POCL  DEALS WITH WIDE RANGE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
POCL  DEALS WITH AGRO-CHEMICALS

POCL SERVES YOU BETTER




