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‘Gap now narrows: Congress to win majority’
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BOMBAY — The Congress (I) leader Rajiv Gandhi is a

Indian villagers
to boycott polls

. ALAMPUR (India), Apr 14 :

in this Indian village,

fed up with sloganeering

politicians and their empty

romises, have decided to

Eoymtt May's general elec-
tions, reports Reuter.

"No power, no drinking wa-
ter, bad roads. That's why
we're boycotting the elee-
tions,” read the signs in Ben-
gali script on many of the
stucco and tile-roof building in
Alampur, West Bengal state.

India’'s 521 million voters
will be going to the polls for
the second time in 18 months
on May 20, 23 and 26.

They are not exactly in a
festive mood — certainly not in
Alampur, population 13,000,
where rural electrification is
still a dream, wells are drying
up and many young men do not

Opinion polls suggest this is
a national feeling, with about
half the electorate still unde-
cided after 18 months of vio-
lence and political turmoil in
which two minority govern-
ments have fallen. ~ -

Birendra urges
Nepalese to
vote peacefully

KATHMANDU, Apr 14 :
King Birendra, who yielded his
absolute rs in face of a
popular pro-democracy move-
ment, appealed Sunday to

Nepalese to vote but
in large numbers in their first

multi-party polls in 30 years,

A contender for power in May 20 polls. A cartoonist rts Reuter.

s iy Taiend o here prajected him with 1089 bruises. - mp‘?Frumd-nd fatr ‘elections
india in 1989. “We couldn't of his mother Indira Gandhi,  people.” he said. people want and expect,”
project our achievements be- g4 the issues before the elec- “The last 15 months have | Birendra said in a broadcast
:_ﬂ of the communication torate m time were stability, been catastrophic,” he said of | speech marking the Nepali

s S Gl Pﬂfhﬂ“ dgh?hh“ti : _ his :-artyu months out nf‘ :w—mmmmkn-
ﬂhmmmmi Janata Party (BJP), (Indian Inflation has hit double- "This requires that every
mmmm People's Party) is banking digit levels and separatist vio- | individual rise to the occasion

lence has shown a up-
surge in the Sikh-majority
Punﬁ and Muslim -dominated
Kas states,

ity.” he said, and refused to an- 5 temple. The pressure on Gandhi to
swer questions on The centrist National Front win the election is consider-
post allances incase ajliance led by Gandhi's suc- able.
mo party won a majority 10 cegsor Vishwanath Pratap Corruption was the main
ﬁm-mntmlt-m Singh is to gain office  issue in the 1989 general

He fresh and re- by wooing India's sizeable elections that "brought to
laxed, dressed in a spotless packward Hindu castes and its power V. P Singh- |
white homespun kurta- py-  Muslim minority with job quo-
jama outfit, but appeared tas and strident opposition to

nervous and at times °  the BJP.

defensive during the [ree- Gandhi said neither was
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the real issues.

“I feel (the real issues are)
the prices and the violence —
&8 and a stable government that
. can control

7

ISLAMABAD, Apr 14: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's fun-
damentalist allies have come
out in the to attack what
they regard as a weak bill to
enforce the Islamic code of
Sharia in Pakistan, reports
Reuter.

But his opponents, led by
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto, have refrained from
making an immediate denun-
ciation.
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BRIEFRY

8 statue removed: indcpendentst

to follow democratic values
and the norms of socially re-
specting the rights of others
while exercising one's own
with due recognition of the
greater good of the country,”
he said . -
Dozens of people were
killed a year ago in protests
against powers Birendra a
wielded through a partyless
system.
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1,000 Kurds die a day,
Army camp pillaged

NICOSIA, Apr 14: A horde
of refugee Kurds, too famished
to fear gunfire pillaged a
Turkish army camp near the
Iraqi border, reports Reuter.

Every day uF to 1,000 peo-
ple have died from hunger or
cold as they straggled through
mountains to Iraq's border
with Iran or found were
too many for the help available.

In an Iragl town occupied
by US troops, civiians saw the
final Gulf war ceasefire as a
sentence of death. Saddam
Hussein's would kill
them when the Americans
went.

You must stay, you must

stay. -How can withdraw if
you pull out, will kill us
all” a resident of the south Iraq

town of Rumaila pleaded to a
reporter.

US soldiers folding up their
checkpoints grimly agreed.

Each of these scenes give a

impse of nightmare which

Iraq's north, east
and ﬂptﬁ:mmhordm since
President Saddam's
defeat in the Gulf war and
March victory over post war
revolt.

« Kurdish abroad said
on Bnhnduyﬂmnt forces
attacked rebel-held areas and
refugees in northern Iraq for
the third consecutive day.
Fresh fighting was also re-

around Basra, main city
of the Shi'ite Muslim in south.

US President George Bush
delivered a determined de-
fence of non-intervention.

Internal conflicts have been
raging in Iraq for many years,
Bush said in an air force base
in Montgomery, Alabama.
"Were going to continue to
help these refugees.”

“But | do not want one sin-
gle soldiers or airman shoved
into a civil war in Iraq. I'm not
going to have that."

In the Iranian town
Piranshahr, its 32,000 people
swamped by nearly 600,000
refugees, governor Ahmed Zyal

Sharif’s allies flay

The bill, which must be
passed by both houses of par-
liament to become law, de-
clares Sharia to be Pakistans'
Supreme Law, but gives few
clues how this would work.

A forum resolution de-
nounced the legislation as a
slaughtered, tattered bill and
called for the adoption of a
stronger bill proposed by fun-
damentalists.

The forum picked on the

The attack on Saturday by a  bill's provision for honouring
m.uﬂ:"‘mn w“m.:l ml unl m forum of Islamic Religious existing inancial contracts and
Rt ik Hhanatiids falovc s I i M Partics led by Sharifs allics international to ac-

AFP. agey "] came’ two days afler the gov- cuse Sharif of see to retain

"'“"- auibariis sabd the sictioe of the e wis ernment introduced a Sharia the system of paying interest

Siaadon Soviet Union would be put up in a al ol bill in the Parliament's lower for three more years. It says
for monuments dedicated to Bolshevik leaders. house. interest s banned by lslam.

It was erected te the southern Soviet Republic's The lorum wiis alio. unhe On the one hand Sharia s

Parliament butlding almost 70 years ago. with Sharil for delaying declared the Supreme Law and

presentation of another on the other continuation of

w to m &viet ® promised bill to amend the interest is being guaranteed,

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir said on Saturday he would | Sonstitution to factlitate the resolution said .
meet Soviet Prime Minister Valentin Paviov for the first time | Sharia’s enforcement. Continutng the Interest-
Reuter

mWMMW-

now
leave for-London Sunday but did

!

5‘%‘

pot say when he would meet

Organization Chief Yasser Arafat, visi |

leaders in the wake of Middle East Secretary KUWAIT CITY, Apr 13: A
state James Baker met In ol B o new Cabinet will be named

within days that will reflect
opposition demands and iIn-

ude Kuwaitis who endured
iraq's occupation rather than
going into exile, Western
diplomats said Saturday, re-
ports AP,

i

Dissidents to i oin
Kuwaiti Cabinet

bers of the Kuwaiti resistance,
or ministers who reflect their
ideas. Many of those who re-
sisted the seven-month Iragi
occupation have complained of
being shunted aside following
the retum of officials who lived
in comfortable exile.

The which accom-
panied Kuwait's Emir into ex-
fle when Iraq invaded last
August, resigned en masse on
March 19 following
widespread criticism of the
delays in restoring essential
scrvices. The ministers have
continued to serve on an act-

It

It was not clear, however, whether the Soviets want to
bulld the nuclear power plant on one of the disputed south
em islands— sctzed by the Soviet Union at the end of the war
— or clsewhere on the 960-kilometer (800-mile) long
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prone to famine

no longer

much safer than
nitrate.
The company's infrastru-

cture is to be increased and its
marketing

improved.
in Bangladesh, the Karn-

huli Fertiliser Company at
am&mmm
to increase fits output cons-

iderably.

WO be held next
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Sharia Bill

based economy, according to
quranic injunctions, is a decla-
ration of lLur against Allah and
Allah's het and negates
the claim of making (Pakistan)
an Islamic Wellare State.

The fundamentalists were
instrumental in last year's
election victory by Sharil's
Islamic Democratic Alliance
(IDA). The alliance defeated
Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party (PPP), which they ac-
cused of being anti-Sharia.

After Sharif took office in
November, they have been
pressing him to fulfil his cam-
paign PLiE to enforce Sharia
through a harsher bill they
proposed.

But Sharil presented a bill
of his own, which rs to
side step fundamentalist de-
mands for a new Islamic judi-
clary which tould overrule

parliament.

Since then, a coalitton of
opposition groups has de-
manded the ouster of certain
ministers and demanded that
Sheik Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah
sct a date for democratic elec-
tons.

The Emir went part way
toward their demands
last week when he announced
that parllamentary elections
al an

unspecified date. He also indi-

cated that voting rights may be

to women.

serving their own interests
rather than seeking a unified
policy.

53 killed in
Peru's quake

LIMA (Peru) Apr 14: The

erful earthquake

ou : :
the official Peruaano news-
paper said on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

It quoted Peru's civil de-
fence chiel General Manuel

Pancorvo as that the
number of victims to-
talled 49.3785. '

He sald the final toll was
the result of a district by dis-
trict survey in the towns of

AP adds from Piranshahr:
The of fallen Kurds line
this snow-swept highway into
Iraq. Beside m march the
living dead — fleeing an on-
slaught of the Iragi army.

About 200,000 Iraqi Kurds-
- many tattered, limping, spit-

blood and crying for bread
and milk -- have poured
through this town of 30,000 in
the past two weeks, said the
Islamic Republic News Agency.

Thousands more are be-
liéved to have died on roads
along the way.

The exodus has strained
Iran's meager resources. The
vernment has closed several

rder posts, although it re-
opened them to refugees later.
More than 1 million refugees
are expected in Iran over the
next few days, and up to 2 mil-
lion in total, according to
IRNA.

In Piranshahr, apple tree
orchards have become camp-
grounds for the Kurds.
Refugees, squirming in the

tents of tic sheeting
cinder blocks that dot the or-
chards at night and the narrow
streets of this town near the
iragi border.

"This is not life,” said Zakia
Ahmed, a 61-year-old Kurdish
woman who spent 10 days

from her hometown of
Erbil, in northern Iraq. "We
are like dogs, worse than
dogs.”

Women and children seem
to have born the brunt of the

sufiering.

" Azad Othman, a 25-year-old
graduate student of microbipl-
ogy. aid he hel bury 51
women and ¢ ren durlnf
his 13-day trek from Erbil.
"Most people are from
cold. When we moved gh
the mountain  passes, it
snowed for two days.”

Unconfirmed estimates say
hundreds are dying daily along
the way.

Saddam asks
Kurds to back

home

NICOSIA, Apr 14: President
Saddam Hussein visited north-
ern Iraq and urged hundreds
of thousands of Kurdish
re to return home, say-

ing
ing against them, Iragl radio
reported S . reports AP.

As he visited Irbil on Satur-
day, Western nations and relief
agencies airdropped and
trucked tons of supplies
to an estimated 2 million Iraqgi
Kurds huddled along the Turk-
ish and Iranian borders or flee-
ing toward those nations .

The effort to save the Kurds
is being led by some 8,000 US
medical and troop.
Turkey has set up refugee
camps along its border with
Iraq and the White House has
warned Saddam to keep his

troops from pursuing the
Eurtl: north of the 36th paral-
lel.

Iranian madio on ap-
pealed for assistance for Iraqgi

mﬁfﬁu there.
ords cannot express the
depth of this disaster. One

survived
the war, are now grappling
with another s of life
and death,” it said.

At a graveyard on Saturday
outside of Piranshahr, 10

Kurdish men sacked at the
earth with broken tools.

"My grandmother wanted to
be buried in Kurdistan.” said
Jahar Karen. a 22-year-old
Kurd. "But (lraqi President)
Saddam Hussein chased us out.
She froze to death on the way."

Karen said he and his com-
rades had buries three other
elderly people Saturday.
Thirteen more graves were
dug on Friday. At onec site, a
red plastic bag had been
wra around a rock in
memorial to a dead youth.

Karen sald some victims
died from exposure, others
from napalm attacks by Iraqi
troops who have pursued the
Kurds fleeing a failed rebellion
fo the Gulf war.
~ As

road stretches into |

Iraq. it beco more Narrow

flanked with snow drifts,
on which refugees rest as far
as the eye can see. Many lack
shoes, and have cloths too thin
to ward off the late winter
winds.

All complain of hunger,
along those who have made it
to Iran say they now have hope
of survival. In this town, hu-
manitarian groups much as the
Red Crescent Society have be-
gun distributing bread.

Several international medi-
cal organizations such as the
International Committee of the
Red Cross and Doctors Without
Borders are treating injured
refugees and distributing
medicine.

To supplement the aid,

Souds and goid atcp rickety

 vehicles hoping to sell them

Off the Record

Big Macs take bigger
bite of Soviet budget

W:Bﬁgﬂmmmhﬁ:@mahﬂ:rhuwl

- Mcdonald's restaurant has raised its prices

for the second time since opening in the Soviet capital in

January 1990, reports AP.
"We don't

to see muc
of customers, said Glen Steeves,

h of a decrease” in the number

operations manager for the

Canadian-Soviet owned fast food establishment. The
restaurant, the largest McDonald's in the world. serves from

45.000 to 50,000 people daily.

The McDonald's in Moscow raised its prices by an average
of 35 per sent Monday, six days after the Soviet

E

the tab on food and other consumer goods by from
250 per cent to 1,000 per cent

A Big Mac hamburger, which had cost seven rubles 10
kopecks, went up to nine rubles 45 kopecks.

But while
for Mcdonald's employ

were paying more, there was good news
ees--the restaurant increased its

' monthly salarfes from 500 rubles (850 dollars at
m:mWntdmmmbh{l.mdoﬂarﬂm

average Sovict carns 330 rubles a month.

"The cost of Hving

has increased substantially here.’

Steeves said. "We want to make sure our employees are able
to enjoy a comfortable way of living."

All girls in a village

HONG KONG : Nearly all the babies born in a remote village

in the southern Chinese province of Fujian in the
, the Gang Kong-based China News

have been girls

past 40

Service (CNS) said on Thursday, reports Reuter.
Of 138 babies born in Gaoyang village since 1950, only 11

have been . the ing-found CNS said.
Puzzled officials the villagers had similar lifestyles to
those in neighbouring village.

Expert said an environmental factor could be causing the
high female birth ratio but further study was necessary.

Traditionally Chinese parents have preferred boys to carry
on the family name and care for them in their old age.
although the Chinese government has carried out education

campaigns stressing that girls are just as good as boys.
Distance between
2 Redgraves

NEW YORK : Actress

Lynn Redgrave is putting some

distance between herself and sister Vanessa

Lynn fears that her sister's
harm her own career. the Ladies’ Home Journal repo

political outspokenness may
rted in

its May issue. Lynn said she’ll probably change her last name
to Redgrave-Clark to avoid any confusion.
Vanessa publicly opposed Western intervention against

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, while Lynn supported
Bush's actions. Vanessa was recen

President
dropped from a

George
US tour of the British comedy “Lettice and Lovage ~

"I'm very proud | come from my family.” Lynn said. "But
Vanessa crossed a [ine. This is the strongest I've ever had to

be in opposition to her.”

Lynn, 48, Known primarily as a film and television star.
lives in Los Angeles, with her husband, John Clark. Vanessa.

54, g;lnl.rﬂy a actress, lives in London.
sisters .I::: never appeared together professionally

until last year. In October, they took to the London s for a
five-month run of Chekhov's “The Three Sisters™; in "Fr*bruuy

they starred in the TV
Happened to Baby Jane?”

of the horror film "What Ever




