leaders
Jahangir., Bimal Biswas,
Moin n Khan Badal were

present in the Iftar party.

Khaleda
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He sald in the statement
Leader of the

i

-

iling of Chhatra League

and absurd.

He said that the people
close

ten in golden letters in the
history of the independence
of the nation.
Hasina said the first
rmmment of Independent
angladesh, formed at
with
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
President, Nazrul Islam
as Acting President and
Tajuddin Ahmed as Prime
Minister, took the responsibil-
ity of conducting the
tion War. This govern-
ment united the whole nation
and galvanised the people to
win independence.
projected the just cause of the
people for tljldependcnc; to
the world community and fo-
cussed the reign of terror. re-
ression and genocide let

on the people
she added.
She Further pointed out
that in the absence of
Bangabandhu but following his
directives the Mujibnagar gov-
ernment conducted the
Liberation War for long

From Page 1 Col. 5
combine, it has dissolved au-
tomatically.

He also said that the CPB,
was a main sponsor of

tly took a resolution

its central committee meet-

Journalists |

From Page |1 Col. 8 -
Minister for Information Nurul

Desh management.
At the tripartite meeting
the Dainik Desh t

dialogue.

The State Minister con-
veyed to the journalists the
Prime Minister's request to
withdraw the strike.

President of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ) Reazuddin Ahmed and
Secretary General Amanullah
Kabir, President of DUJ
Zahirul Huq and General

Rurul Amin Gazi,
former BFUJ Secretary
General Syed Zafar, unit chief
of Daintk Desh Abul Kalam
Azad and Editor/Director of

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia on Saturday visited the Paribagh slums in the

which were gutted by fire on Friday night.

‘% ' ...._
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Che Daily Star
| Situation in Palestine

—. =

city
—PID photo

AL chief Sheikh Hasina addressing an Iftar Party hosted by a community centre in the city

on Saturday.

— Star photo

JS to discuss form of govt
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in Parliament. He said BNP is
committed to establish a gov-
ernment, which will remain
accountable to Parliament. But
he maintained that the Joint
Declaration of the three al-
liances does not discard the
option for presidential form of
government.

During the one-week ses-
sion of Parliament the issue of
the form of government was
raised by the Opposition mem-
bers on several occasions. But
there was no formal debate on
this issue.

Many of the Members of
Parliament said there should
be a backstage pariey on the
issue. Without any consensus
behind the screen, discussion
on this issue in Parliament will
yield no benefit.

Salahuddin Yousul said, it
has now become clear that
BNP does not want any change
in the Constitution. So, it
would not be wise for Awami
League to give up the chance
to create an atmosphere for
movement on this issue in fu-
ture, he said.

On the other hand., Gano-
tantri Party leader Suranjeet

Sengupta, who has been ham-
mering on this issue from the
very beginning of the session,
told The Daily Star that any bill
on the form of government
from the Opposition Bench
will ultimately complicate the
issue and Awami League will be
given a chance for agitation
without achieving anything
fruitful.

Dr. Kamal Hossain, an
Awami League presidium
member, said the Members of
Parliament should utilise the
Eid vacation for informal dis-
cussion on this issue.

Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon said BNP
has not yet closed the door to
discussion on this issue. He
said top BNP leaders told him
that they are considering the
issue seriously. He said, plac-
ing any such bill by any of the
parties unilaterally will foil the
issue.

Prior to the formation of
the Councils of Ministers, the
Five-Party Aliance leaders dis-
cussed this issue with BNP. At
that time, Sheikh Razzak Ali,
now Deputy Speaker, told the
Five-Party leaders that he
hoped they would be able to

reach a consensus on the par-
lHamentary form of govern-
ment.

But now many of the BNP
leaders have become tight-
lipped. The Five-Party Alliance,
Oikya Prokriya and United
Communist in a recent
meeting discussed the issue of
the form of government. Many
of them now see the issue as a
contradiction between two
groups of the bourgeois class.
They opined that there is no
difference between the two
systems so far the interests of
the common people are con-
cerned.

Jamaat-e-Islami, which has
given unconditional support to
BNP to form the ment is
now thinking about the issue
seriously. Jamaat which has
changed its stand and now
wants a compromise between
the parliamentary and the
presidential forms, also ex-
pressed its keenness to debate
the issue. Jamaat leader Matiur
Rahman Nizami said a balance
between the power of Parlia-
ment and the presidency can
give a better government to
the nation.

‘Daylight
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along with a girl and went to
the room. Police found the mo-
torcycle near the hall gate and
seized it also.

When asked to know about
the allcttee of Room 404
where Khokan was killed the
Provost said that the room was
allotted to a student who had
shifted to another room. Prof.
Musa could not say if the room
was re-allotted to anyone else
since the concerned House
Tutor was not available.

murder

The Provost has constituted
a five-member committee to
enquire about the incident. Dr.
Ashrafuddin, a House Tutor of
the Hall, i#+ heading the com-
mittee.

A case has been filed with
Ramna Police Station, but none
was arrested till writing of the
report Saturday night. How-
ever, police sources said that
they were interrogating two
girls about the death and other

lnwutlﬁl‘;i:lona were continuing.
The y of Khokan was

in DU hall

st mortem.

Meanwhile, Amanullah
Aman . and Khairul Kabir
Khokan, Vice President and
General Secretary of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) condemned
the gruesome killing and de-
manded arrest and exemplary
punishment of the persons re-
sponsible. :

,In a joint statement Satur-
day night, the DUCSU leaders
said an young outsider was
killed in a planned way at Za-
hurul Haq hall yesterday.

sent for

1,440-man peacekeeping force

ficers said, reports AP.

The 1st Armoured Division
was the first division-sized unit
to be pulled out of the 100,000
strong VII Corps in occupied
southern Iragq.

U.S. President George
Bush's administration seemed
to be moving quickly to get the

out amid criticism that

Desh Anwarul Islam from | the United States did little to
owner's side were present in

help the rebels fighting Sad-

dam Hussein.
The withdrawal was com-
as the first elements of

(lran) adds :

a United Nations pemkmphi

force that eventually will re-

lace the remaining Americans

to Kuwait City to begin or-
ganising the transition.

The 1,440-member [orce
was established by an official
U.N. cease-fire that went into
effect Th . Its mission is
to keep the peace in a demili-
tarlwtr zone between Iraq and
Kuwait.

Reuter from Piranshahr
The Kurdish
refugee situation in Iran id be-
yond control and far more in-
ternational help is desperately
needed, the governor of the
most crowded refugee town
said on :

. anm Piranshahr but
the whole of Iran cannot cope
with this exodus because it is
so huge,” sald Ahmed Zyal
Farmandar, governor of Piran-
shahr in northwest Iran.

"Animals have protection on
this earth but these people
have nothing (Iraqi President)
Saddam Hussein §s torturing
them and killing them and the

international community 1is

sitting and looking and wait-

Zyai said his overworked
staff had given up counting
how many Iraqli Kurds had
flooded across the border into

Piranshahr.
Earlier this week the total

exceeded 300,000 — nearly
ten times the town's usual
population — and up to another
300,000 had arrived since
then. '

"We have done our utmost,
but it is not in such a way that
everyone is satisfled,” Zyai ad-
mitted. During a visit to the
town, two truck with bread ar-
rived and were emptied in
momenis.

devastating : Perez

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 13 :
The Gulf erisis was

tensions, according
United Nations report

I 'S
pro:z devastating for the
territories remittances and
transfer payments from the

Gulf region plummeted, Secre-

tary General Javier Perez de

Cuellar said in his report to

the Security Council.

After Iraq invaded Kuwait
on August 2, Palestinian work-
ers, many of them criticised
for backing Baghdad, streamed
out of the region as refugees
bereft of money and jobs.

Palestinian support for Iraq
led to increased tension be-
tween the inhabitants of the
occupiéd territories and the
Isracli security forces and
more broadly cost the Pales-
tinlans much goodwill, Perez
de Cuellar added.

The report was mandated
under a December Security
Council resolution passed in

December criticising lscaell's

treatment of “alestinians in
the occupied arcas, it was
sonal representative
Clauds Aime, who visited
mmmhlﬂﬂ
M"M

The resolution asked
de Cuellar to
the territories which
captured from Jordan

!H T4

: 4

Egypt in the 1967 Middle East
wWar. -

Perez de Cullar said ten-
sions the Gulf crisis
m&dhmhm
in Jerusalem last October that
left at least 17 Palestinians

strictions, deportations and a
curfew that Israel

imposed and called detentions
and “collective punishments”
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has been pressing elimination
of the system on the ground
that it is a discriminatory regu-
lation which also causes pro-
cedural problems.

But., sources said., in the
wrap -up M!ﬁ with the WB
mission on April 4, Industries
Secretary Shafiul Alam strongly

opposed the suggestion saying
that the abolition would com-

pel small importers to depend
on large import houses.

The government side also
argued that Bangladesh can
hardly afford such a suggestion
of free import in view of its
scarce foreign exchange.

Officlals also rously op-
posed the World Bank proposal
for withdrawal of tariff con-
cession for machinery import
for the least developed areas.

They argued with the WB

BNP firm to
free society
from anarchy

Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Professor AQM
Badruddoza Choudhury
Saturday said the BNP gov-

ernment was determined to
establish a society free form
anarchy and corruption for ma-
terialising the hopes and aspi-
rations of the people, reports
BSS.

The Minister was address-
ing a gathering of Jattyatabadi
Sheshchasebak Sangathan
(JSS) at Mohammadpur
Community Centre in Dhaka.

Presided over by Delwar

Hossain, Convenor of
Mohammadpur Thana Unit of
JSS, the gathering was also
addressed central convenor
ol JSS Kazi Asad, Advocate
Abul Malek and Mochammad
Hanif. -
The Minister said, BNP had
already taken steps towards
welfare of the poor people
through- exemption of land
revenue upto 25 bighas, agri-
culture loan of Taka 5,000
with interest and with held of
certificate cases.

He said, BNP had to relation
with those who raised fund
forcibly from the people and
created violence in the name
of politics. He also sought co-

$75m IDA credit

appraisal mission that the sug-
gestion is contrary to the
constitutional commitment of
balanced development in the
country and it would cause se-
rious political problem for the
new government

The WB recommendation of

withdrawal of development
surc and Heence on
import and substantiate the

revenue los eor nding
Taka dﬂlh:lﬁzh w:?rlﬂm op-

posed.

The National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR) argued with the
WB mission that the abolition
of development surcharge
would cause a huge revenue
shortfall.

The two sides also failed to
reach a consensus on the
launching schedule of the
controversial Pre-Shipment
Inspection system.

Sources said the WB mis-
sion cautioned the government
that any cut in the reform

package would cause the Bank
of reconsider the entire credit

package.
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The Midnight File

MOSCOW, Apr 13:

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to

lo ‘establish good neighbourly ties between our two states

loterfax

1 news age reported Saturday.
llhoﬂ:ru-hudnnlm:?nﬂ

hostages' releasc. The Muslim Janbez or Martyr's Foree has

threatened to kill the

Swedish engineers unless the

tﬂh:Umdem-MAmmlm

officials to investigate human rights abuses by Indian
authorities in the Kashmir valley. reports AP.

Hillary's altitude sickness

KATHMANDU, Apr 13: Sir Edmund Hillary,
ts bother him more as

of the Everest, says
At 71, he had to be

Two monkeys put to

death for cruelty

NEW ORLEANS, Apr 13
Two monkeys that had been
part of a decade-long animal-
rights battle were put to death
Friday hours after medical re-
searchers received US
Supreme Court clearance to
euthanize and experiment on
them, reports AP.

The macaques Titus and
Allen were among 17 monkeys
confiscated by authorities from
a Silver Spring, Maryland, lab
in 1981 amid charges of cru-
elty.
lty‘I‘!'m:: National Institutes of
Health was given custody of
the animals and housed them
and two others at Tulane
University’'s Delta Regional
Primate Central in Covington.

The pair were killed within

hours of the Supreme Court .

ruling, said Dr. Peter Gerone of
the centre.

“The animals slipped from
surgical anesthesia to death
with no problems whatsoever.”
Gerone said.

Brain and euthanasia exper-

and before he died, Gerone
said.

*I think it's best for the
monkeys and I'm glad for
them that we can do some-

to relieve their sufler-
ing,” he said.

The government said
experiments already
conducted on the animals
could aid the rehabilitation of
stroke and accident victims.
Gerone said the brain
experiments for Titus and
Allen could provide valuable
information for the treatment
of brain injuries.

People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, or
PETA, had been trying for
years in court to win custody of
the animals, saying the NIH
did not properly care for them.

Five of the animals were
placed in a zoo after being
taken from the Maryland lab.
Eight had died or been de-
stroyed before this week.

Titus and Allen were left
with no feeling in their arms
because nerves had been sev-

operation of the people in | iments were performed on ered during the Maryland ex-
maintaining peace Titus after he was put to sleep  periments.
S——

e,

Human rights violated : Rajiv

NEW DELHI, Apr 13
Former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi said today Indian secu-
rity forces had "gone Berserk”
in Kashmir, where they are
fighting a major revolt, reports
Reuter.

"The police have gone
Berserk in Kashmir Human
rights have been violated in
Kashmir,” he told foreign cor-
respondents as a deadline set
by Kashmir separatists for a
deal to free two Kidnapped

Swedish engineers slipped by.

A militant group, uglch says
it has held Johan Jansson, 35,
and Jan-ole Loman, 37, since
March 31, threatened "extre-
me measures” against them
unless its demands were met

by 2 pm today.

Then. in a call to an inter-
national news agency in Srina-
gar, summer capital of the hi-
malayan region, the Muslim
Janbaz (crusader) Force (MJF),

said it had extended the dead-
line until the end of the Mus-
lim fasting month of Ramadan.

That would be on Tuesday
or Wednesday depending when
the new moon mar the
end of Ramadan was sighted in
Kashmir, the caller said. '

Jansson and Loman were

the first foreigners kidnapped
during the anti-Indian rebel-

lion which has widespread
support in the Kashmir vy_

it 62 TP
Two unidentified persons
The persons went to Teer
Fitr.

Sﬁmdﬂﬂﬁndin a stampede at Nawabpur
ka Soap Factory to collect the Zakat clothes on the eve of Eid-ul-

road on Saturday.

DUJ resents
statements of

Editors’ Council

Desh authorities
By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Union of
Journalists  (DUJ)} has
protested the statement of the
Council of Editors published in
different newspapers Friday.

The DUJ in' a press release
said that the statement of the
State Mintster for Information
made in the Jatiya
(parliament), which the
Editors’ Council termed as

ing Editors of newspapers
without hlm pmﬁ:ﬂlh':l
experience .
editors the editorial institution

suffers. The statement of the
Editors' Council fitsell is. a

Desh authorities on the attack
on q‘lﬂderlhlﬁnnt
of Kashem Group Limited,
used as the head office of the

jay by Bangladesh

on

Television quoting the State
Minister for Information that



