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Patients going abroad

for expensive treatment

by S.

The scope of proper diagnosis and progress on
basic medical research is being hampered due to

the absence of collaboration and tion among
the existing medical laboratories in the country.

I am su that there is no collaboration
and cooperation among the local (medical) labora-
tories,” said Dr. Aztzul Huq, a visiting immunologist
from the National Scientific Research Centre (CNRS)
of France. “You cannot A~ any meaningful work
without collaboration and a sense of team-spirit,
E::hﬂy in a munht;ry.dwlth very limited resources

Bangladesh,” ded.

Dr. Huqg was recently here under the United
Nations Development Programme sponsored
Transfer of Knowled ge Through Expatriate Nationals
(TOKTEN) scheme to help scientists at the institute
of Post Graduate Medicine and Research establish
modern immuno-diagnostic tests for common
parasitic infections.

He said that because of the lack of basic research
and ment, medical technology is falling
behind . Even the scope of proper
m of common ailments is declining and

t proper diagnosis adequate treatment or
even prevention of a disease is not possible. “People,

who can aflord it, are already going abroad to

Y. Bakht

lHe went on to finish his masters degree in
parasitology from Sindh University — the only
institution offering the course in the country at that
time — and worked for the Zoological Survey of
Pakistan for a short period.

After Liberation,. he was awarded a training
scholarship from the Czechoslovak of
Sciences. From there he went to the Pastuer Institute
to continue his higher studies.

Under an -French collaboration pro-
gramme, he completed his PhD degree in Immunol-
ogy from the National Institute for Medical Re-
search at Millhill. England in 1979. *I acted as a

bridge between these two institutions at that time."
he noted.

After returning to Pastuer he started to work in
the field of genetic engl But to stay in the
field of modem biology. he . he realised that he

had to make better contributions with his research
work. And as he was a foreigner, he had to make
much more significant contribution than the local
scientists, he added. i
In 1984, he spent a year as a visiting professor
of molecular immunology at the University of
California at Berkley in the United States. He also
went to Yale University as a visiting professor in
. 1985 and worked on

Vallore and Bangkok .
for medical treatment,” | -
he pointed out.

He said the people
who are in a position
to influence and take
initiatives regarding
collaboration and co-

ration among the
::dhnlhhomtonghm
the country are
to do so. He also ci
the lack of incentives
and the consequent
absence of interest as
factors

ment. “There is no
sense of institutionali-
sation of research work
here.” he noted.
Even in the area of
laboration oz
Bangladesh
is lagging far behind,
he said. “International
collaboration can help

B
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“something related to
the cloning of muscles
which can be associ-
ated with tumor or
cancer.”

Upon his return to
Pastuer, he said, he
was asked to work on
the Aequired Immune
Deficiency rome
(AIDS) research pro-
gramme, as there was
national priority in
that field. He contin-
ues to work on AIDS

Necrosis Factor (TNF)
and its possible role in
physiotherapy of Hu-
man Immuno-Virus

(HIV) infections.”

- Having an earlier
interest on tropical
discases — he has
been a f[aculty mem-
ber of Tropical Disease
Research (TDR) pro-
gramme of the World
Health Organisation

us by providing our - '- since 1979 — he said
scientists with good , he always wanted to
exposure.” he pointed Dr. Azizul Huq do more research on
out, adding. “but we must be carefull about any this field.

collaboration from outside so that we are not used
@s guinea pigs by others."He said that a mechan) -
should be developed so that the international or-
:lnmuﬁﬂchmalrucbrdnlmm‘nrk
ere — such as the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease and Research,
can also contribute in local people.
He said that the local scientists needed 1o be
provided with much more incentives to conduct

rescarch work, otherwise talents will not stay in the

field of research. “1 think there are numerous
interesting fields of research here and patient
cooperation is fantastic in Bangladesh." he noted.

H:uﬂhhmdtluﬂth:mungpmh-
lems and bottle-necks in the field of medical re-
search can be removed
will and sustained concerted efforts are

Dr. Hugq

ling in Dhaka and completed his Bachelor of
Science degree from Dhaka College in the early
Sixtics.

Very recently he was allowed to develop another
project on malaria with the aim to study cellular
response and produce anti-bodies which can
nuetralise the viruses. x

Although he corfessed to having no collaborative
rescarch links with scientists in his homeland due
to lack of scope in earlier years, he said that he is
now looking forward 1o setting up some sort of link
with scientists here.

"l would ltke to develop some collaborative re-
search links in Bangladesh in connection with the
malaria project,” he said, adding, "I am thinking of
hiring a medical graduate in Dhaka who will work
for six months here and for six months tn France.

Dr. Azizul Huq is happily married and his -
Iaduhiﬁictnl]mnldcnultlt{:ﬂﬂﬂ.'ﬁ:cym
Paris with their two school-aged sons.

Although he was required to stay here for 12
weeks under the TOKTEN programme, he said this
time he could only stay for about six weeks only,
because of his preoccupations. He said he is ex-
tremely busy with his research works in France.
where he also runs a private laboratory, but he
hopes to be back soon.

Pak daily's remarks termed as conspiracy
By Staff Correspondent

Col (Rtd) Showkat Ali, MP.

belonging to Awami League
drew the attention of the
House about an arty-

cle published in a Pakistant
dafly which contains some ob-
jectionable remarks

the soveirgnty ul"Bnnghg;lh.

OSSWORD PUZZLER

— two countries, one nation'
was published recently in The
Nation' of Lahore. The com-
ments of the article can be

treated as aspersion to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh in

1971. The article suggested

g

some measures ltke close co-

Plea to release
Sheikh Shahid,

Zafar Imam

By Staff Correspondent

Shah Mohammed Abu Zafar
and M. A. Gafur, President and
General Secretary respectively
of the Jatiya Sramik have

pealed for release of former
:ﬁnllttu Sheikh Shahidul

Islam and Col (retd) Zafar

Imam.
In a ss reclease on

Saturday they said the two
former ministers were suffer-
ing from serious {liness.

urged the Acting President
and the Prime Minister to re-
lease them considering their
contribution to the Liberation
War

Police yet to
make headway
in Shariful

murder case
By Stall Correspondent

Police could not f[ind any
clue to brutal of Shariful
Islam Sharif, General Secretary
of Dhaka Polytechnic Students
Union.

The Polytechnic campus
remained tense on Saturday.
Small processions were
brought out in protest against
the killing.

. Chhatra League(H-O) also
brought out procession on
Dhaka University campus.
Chhatra ¢ members were
block badge on the day.

SM Hall
Provost
relieved

Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, former provost of
Salimullah Hall, Sat said
he was relieved of his respon-
sibilities and not removed
from the post of provost, re-
ports UNB.

In a statements, Prof
Chowdhury said a news item
published in a section of the
press had wrongly reported he
was removed from the post of
provost for his failure to main-
tain peace and discipline in
the hall.

New cultural
group Abbhudoy

formed
A new cultural group
Abbhudoy was formed in Dhaka

on Friday with a view to pro-

The Abbhudoy will hold its
maiden cultural function on
Pahela Baishak while it will or-
ganise its first music season at
the National Museum audito-
rfum on May 10, the release
issued by Shymol Chowdhury
informed.

Samad Azad shocked
at loss of lives in

cyclonic storm

The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition In the Jatiya
Sangsad, Abdus Samad Azad,
Saturday expressed his decp

condolence for the bereaved
families of those who died in
“the cyclonic storm that swept

through Habiganj and
HnuhﬂilL.u: April 10, reports
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Swarabithi Theatre, on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr will
hold a show of the drama

Metropolitan._.

Country boat on verge

of extinction

The country boat sector, one of
the largest employers of the
rural poor in Bangladesh in
now on the verge of extinc-
tion due to the expansion of
road transports system and
large mechanised vessels.

The country boats of
Bangladesh comprise a
prominent and colorful fea-
ture of the country's trans-
port system No exact
statistics exist as to their
numbers but it is counted
that close to 300,000
country boats journey regu-
larly over the rivers of
Bangladesh, carrying jute,
rice and other agricultural

~ products including building

materials and passengers to
all parts of the world's

Country - boats, which reflect riverine Bangladesh’

By Ahsan Kabir
largest delta. _

Country boats are wooden bulilt
in the countryside by rural
carpenters. They have tra-
ditionally been powered by
large sails, and by rowing,

- sculling, or towing. They
are of shallow draft, and
can go where larger mech-
anised vessels can not ap-
proach. With the present
increasing siltation and
clogging up of the rivers,
the country boats represent
a viable and flexible mode of
transport.

Aparl from intra and inter-re-
gional flows as well as col-
lection and distribution of
commerce in the hinter-
land areas, country boats
carry most of the regional

flows between the major
ports. Analysing regional
production and consump-
tion of commodities. which
showed country boat annual
traffic well above 10 million
tonnes, and freight flows at
ports, a river network con-
sisting of 25 river sections
having all season adequate
water depth and 20 ports
having considerable annual
fleet traffic intercepting
most of the nal flows

has been modelled keeping

in view the growth of eco-
nomic centres in future.

The network is 11565 miles
in total length and covers

most of the regions in our ‘|
. On the core net- |

country

work of 1155 miles. the

s tradition are facing extinction with the

onset of modernisation. — Star nbots
Khaleda visits slums, | Bhutanese FM
leaves for

grants Tk 2 lakh

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Saturday an-
nounced Taka two lakh cash
reliel for the fire affected
dwellers of the slums at
Paribag, a pertion of which was
gutted Friday night, reports
BSs.

Begum Zia made the an-
fisuncement while she was
visiting the spot Saturday
morning. More than 50 fami-
lics were affected when 25
houses were gutted in the fire
which originated from a candle
light and engulfed a portion of
the slums i itant mostly by
employees of P.G. Hospital and
their families.

As the fire broke out Friday
night at .30 pm the fire bri-

gade personnel rushed to the
spot and brought the fire un-
der control in about an hour
with the help of local people.
Police have been posted

there immediately for ensuring

the security of the aflected
people of the slums who are
now living under open sky.

During the visit Begum Zia
talked to the inmates of the
burnt houses and enquired
about their condition.

Meanwhile, P.G Hospital
employees union has dis-
tributed chira and molasses to
the affected people.

The Ramna Branch of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) served food to 300 in-
mates of the slums.

SC Bar's plea to
appoint more judges

Supreme Court Correspondent

Dr. Rahman, Presi-
dent of the Supreme Court Bar
Association has haitled the ad-
dress of the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed to
the Jattya Sangsad on April 5.

The Acting President in his
address to the Parliament
highlighted various national ts-
sues of great public itmpor-
tance including the depen-
dence of the Judictary on the

executives.
Dr. R.lﬁur Rahman, while
talking to

e

Bangkok

Bhutanese Foreign Minister
Lynopo Dawa Tsering left
Dhaka Saturday for Bangkok on
way to South Korea, conclud-
ing lour day visit, reports UNB.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman saw him off
at the Zia International

Airport. Bhutanese Ambassador

Karma Dorjee and Additional *

Foreign Secretary A H
Mahmud Ali were also present.

During stay here, Tsering
called on Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.

He also called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and conveyed his country's
greetings on the victory of BNP
in parliamentary election.

The Bhutanese Foreign
Minister discussed with his
Bangladesh counterpart mat-
ters of bilateral interest, be-
sides meeting with other min-
isters.

The Tiily Stor 3

muntryhut traflic between
20 ports is 3.2 million
tonnes and in terms of
tdnne-mile it is 298 million
the tra n task be-
ing performed including
empty hauls is 487 million
tonne-miles with an average
haul of 93 miles however
boat not moving on main
routes for a considerable
haul for example boats of
less than 5 tonne capacity
have been excluded from
statistical consideration de-
spite of this the boats whick
perform the task of nrd;
nary transport

13,000 boats and has a ca-
pacity of 200,000 tonnes.
provides employment for
about 40,000 unskilled
labours.

The people working on the
country boat sector are the
most part landless people
from the countryside.
Million of people largely
depend on the boats for
transport, employment and
income. Country boats in
the rural areas can easily be
attributed as the fundamen-
tal source of employment
according to a recent gov-
ernmental statistics the
country boat sector capture
60 per cent of the employ-
ment that covers the entire
transport system and 90
per cent of the employment
covering the inland water
Lransport system.

But the situation of the country
boat people has steadily
worsened with the intro-
duction of other modes of
transport, which have en-
joyed large subsidies while
the country boat sector has
been mostly neglected. This
resulted a loss of income
and employment in the ru-
ral areas of the country. A
recent statistics on country-
boat sector shows that the
return on investment in
country boat sector was 52
per cent and 1B per cent
on an ave in 1963 and
1973 respectively which
has fallen to 12 per cent
now, less than the prevail-
ing commercial interest
ratle, a country boat crew
member was earning 100
per cent and 50% more

than agri-labourer in 1963
and 1973 respectively but is
earning only marginally
MOre NOw.

No doubts countryboats have
traditionally been the main
mode of transport in rural
Bangladesh both for goods

and passengers. Compared
with trains, trucks and

buses. They have offered a
number of advantages: they
are cheaper and more flexi-
ble, and serve as the major

source of employment in
the countryside.

Untll a few years ago, the
country boat sector was in
decline competition from
other modes of transport
made operating conditions
more and more difficult.
The greater speed and pre-
dictability of railways. road
transport and large mech-
anized vessels made many
people prefer them over
the countryboats. As a re-
sult, the livelihood and
main incomes of several
million people were threat-
ened.
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International Tender Notice for

Supply of Aviation Turbine Fuel

(JP-1) & High Speed Diesel
(HSD) Oil in June, 1991.

(a) Bangladesh Petroleum Cw (BPC)

herch
inviics offers for supply lowi m mﬁ
basis in accordance MCﬂ:
sct out hereinaflter ;

Aviation Turbine Fuel (JP-1)

with the
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