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Patients going abroad

for expensive treatment

by S.Y. Bakht

The scope of proper diagnosis and progress on
basic medical research is being hampered due to
the absence of collaboration and tion among
the existing medical laboratories in the country.

“l am surprised that there is no collaboration
and cooperation among the local (medical) labora-
torfes,” said Dr. Aztzul Hug, a visiting immunologist
from the National Scientific Research Centre (CNRS)
of France. “You cannot do any meaningful work

without collaboration and a sense of team-spirit,
- ly in a country with very limited resources
h.” he added.

Dr. Huq was recently here under the United
Nations Development Programme sponsored
Transferof triate Nationals
(TOKTEN) scheme to help scientists at the insttute
of Post Graduate Medicine and Research establish
modern immuno-diagnostic tests for common
parasitic infections.

He said that because of the lack of basic research
and improvement, medical technology is falling
behind in Bangladesh. Even the scope of proper
diagnosis of common ailments is declining and
without proper diagnosis adequate treatment or
even prevention of a disease is not possible. “People,

He went on to finish his masters degree in
parasitology from Sindh University — the only
institution offering the course in the country at that
time — and worked for the Zoological Survey of
Pakistan for a short |

After Liberation, he was awarded a
scholarship from the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences. From there he went to the Pastuer [nstitute
to continue his higher studies.

Under an lo-French collaboration pro-
gramme, he completed his PhD degree in Immunol-
ogy from the National Institute for Medical Re-
search at Millhill. England in 1979. “] acted as a
bridge between these two institutions at that time,”
he noted.

After returning to Pastuer he started to work in
the field of tic engineering. But to stay in the
field of modermn biology. he said, he realised that he
had to make better contributions with his research
work. And as he was a foreigner, he had to make
much more significant contribution than the local
scientists, he added. .

In 1984, he spent a year as a visiting professor
of molecular immunology at the University of
California at Berkley in the United States. He also
went to Yale University as a visiting professor in

who can afford it. are already going abroad to
Vallore and Bangkok o

for medical treatment,” |

he pointed out. :

He said the people
who are in a position
to influence and take
initiatives regarding
collaboration and co-
operation among the
medical laboratories in
the country are failing
to do so. He also cited
the lack of incentives
and the consequent
absence of interest as
factors h the
pace of basic medical
research. Poor infra-
structure and exces-
sive red-tape is also
limiting the possibility
for further advance-
ment. “There is no
sense of institutionali-
sation of research work
here.” he noted.

Even in the area of
exiernal research col-
laboration
Is lagging far behind,
he said. “Interational
collaboration can help
us by providing our
scientists with good
exposure,” he pointed
out, adding. “but we must be carefull about any
collaboration from outside so that we are not used
as guinea pigs by others, "He said that a mechanism
should be developed so that the international or-
ganisations which are already doing research work
- there — such as the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Diseasc and Rescarch, Bangladesh —
can also contribute in training local people. °

He said that the local scientists needed to be
provided with much more incentives to conduct
research work. otherwise talents will not stay in the
field of research. °| think there are numerous
interesting fields of research here and patient
cooperation is fantastic in Bangladesh.” he noted.

He said he is convinced that the existing prob-
lems and bottle-necks in the field of medical re-
scarch can be removed provided strong political
will and sustained concerted efforts are forthcoming,

Dr. Huq. 45, is a staff scientist at CNRS and
head of the laboratory of “Cellular Immunology on
Protozoan Parasites™ at the prestigious Pastuer
Institute in Lille.

Born in Naogaon. Rajshahi. he did his initial
schooling in Dhaka and completed his Bachelor of
Science degree from Dhaka College in the early
sixties.

Dr. Azizul Hug

this field.

1985 and worked
“something related

ated with tumor
cancer.’

Pastuer, he said,
was asked to work
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Upon his return to

he
on

the Acquired Immune
Syndrome
(AIDS) research pro-
gramme, as there was

in

that field. He contin-
ues to work on AIDS
| research since 1987.

of

rescarch is the Tumor
Necrosis Factor (TNF)
possible role in
physiotherapy of Hu-
man Immuno-Virus

Having an earlier
interest on tropical
diseases — he has
been a faculty mem-
ber of Tropical Disease
Research (TDR) pro-
gramme of the World
Health Organisation
since 1979 — he said

to

do more research on

Very recently he was allowed to develop another
project on malaria with the aim to study cellular
response and produce anti-bodies which can
nuctralise the viruses.

Although he confessed to having

no collaborative

rescarch links with scientists in his homeland due
to lack of scope in earlier years, he said that he is
now looking forward to setting up some sort of link
with scientists here.

"1 would like to develop some collaborative re-
sh in connection with the

search links in
malaria project.” he said, adding. “1 am thinking
a medical graduate in Dhaka who will work

hiring

of

for six months here and for six months in France.”
Dr. Azizul Huq is happily married and his Bang-
ladeshi wife s also a scientist at CNRS. They live in

Paris with their two school-aged sons.

Although he was required to stay here for 12
weeks under the TOKTEN programme, he said this
time he could only stay for about six weeks only.
because of his preoccupations, He said he is ex-
tremely busy with his research works in France,
where he also runs a private laboratory, but he
hopes to be back soon.

Pak daily's remarks termed as conspiracy

By Staff Correspondent

cle published in a Pakistani
daily which contains some ob-  tled
jectionable remarks against
the soveirgnty of Bangladesh.

Col (Rtd) Showkat Ali, MP.
belonging to Awami League

drew the attention of the '
House Thursday about an ary-

He said that the article t-

‘Pakistan and Bangladesh

— two countries. one nation'

was published recently

in The

JS proceeding

L
Following is the remaining
part of Jatiya Sangsad proceed-
ing of Thursday published in
the Daily Star on Friday.

Sheikh Hasina

Sheikh Hasina said during
the rule of Bangabandhu, the
number of landless people had
stood at 35 per cent. During
President Zia's rule the num-
ber rose to 656 per cent and
during the Ershad regime it
went up to 75 per cent

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said the farmers were los-
ing everything, including land,
due to economic pressures
like the burden of loans, and
aggravating economic situation.

She pleaded that the reso-
lution moved by Nurul Islam
Moni was just and genuine and
pleaded that the House should
adopt it for protecting the
peasant community.

Replying to the resolution,
the Planning and Finance Min-
ister Saifur Rahman said that
the government would give
priority to the agriculture sec-
tor in the annual development
programme.

Rejecting the resolution, he
said the government had al-
ready taken some steps includ-
ing exemption of 1 tax upto
25 bighas and agriculture loan
upto Taka 5,000. Exemption of
agriculture loan would cost
government Taka 1,000 crore,
he added.

The Speaker then asked
Nurul Islam Moni whether he
would withdraw his resolution.
When Moni refused to with-
draw the resolution, the
Speaker put it to vote. The
resolution was defeated by
voice-vote.

The Speaker adjourned the
House at 4.30 mp to meet

again at 2 mp on April 21,

Jumatul Wida
observed

Jumatul Wida, the last
Friday of the holy month of
Ramzan, was observed in
Dhaka as elsewhere the coun-
try with due solemnity and re-
ligious fervour, reports BSS.

Special prayers were of-
fered in all mosques of the
country secking divine bless-
ings for the peace and
progress of the nation and the
people.

The biggest Juma congre-
gation was held at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
where thousands of devotees
oflered their prayers.

Presence of musallis was so
big that many had to offer their
prayers sitting on the roads of
the northern and southern
sides of the mosque.

A waz mahfil was arranged
at the national ue on the
occasion which was addressed
by Moulana Nur Hussain. The
Khatib of the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque addressed the musallis
after the Juma prayer.

Besides, tafsir mahfil was
arranged for women at the
women prayer room of the
mosque in the moming.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Prof. M.A. Mannan of-
fered his Juma prayer at the

Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque.
Iranian Ambassador in

Bangladesh also offered his
prayer at the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque.
Later the Iranian envoy
lled on State Minister for
Religious Affairs and discussed
matters of mutual interest
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Countryboat on verge
of extinction

The country
the largest employers of the
rural poor in Bangladesh in
now on the verge of extinc-
tion due to the expansion of
road transports system and
large mechanised vessels.

The  country boats of
Bangladesh comprise a
prominent and colorful fea-
ture of the country's trans-
port system No exact
statistics exist as to their
numbers but it {s counted
that close to 300,000
country boats journey regu-
larly over the rivers of
Bangladesh, carrying jute,
rice and other agricultural

boat sector. one of

By Ahsan Kabir
products including building
materials and passengers to
all parts of the world's
largest delta.

Country boats are wooden built

in the countryside by rural
carpenters. They have tra-
ditionally been powered by
large sails, and by rowing,
sculling, or tuwln?. They
are of shallow draft, and
can go where larger mech-
anised vessels can not ap-
proach. With the present
increasing siltation and
clogging up of the rivers,
the country boats represent
a viable and flexible mode of
transport.

Apart from intra and inter-re-
gional flows as well as col-
lection and distribution of
commerce in the hinter-
land areas, country boats
carry most of the regional
flows between the major
ports. Analysing regional
production and consump-
tion of commeodities, which
showed country boat annual
traffic well above 10 million
tonnes, and freight flows at
ports, a river network con-
sisting of 25 river sections
having all season adequate
water depth and 20 ports
having considerable annual
fleet traffic intercepting
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A partial view of huge Jumatul Wida congregation at Baitul Mukarram mosque on Friday.
— Star photo

Khaleda urged to internationalise
issue of stranded Pakistanis

About 2.5 lakh Pakistanis,
who have been stranded in
Bangladesh for last two
decades, Friday appealed to
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to immediately raise the is-
sue of their repatriation at dif-
ferent international forums.

M. Nasim Khan, chiefl pa-
tron of Stranded Pakistanis
General Repatriation Co-
mmittee, (SPGRC), said the
Prime Minister should initia-
tive talks with SAARC, NAM,
OIC and UN to prove her will-
ingness and sincerity towards
resolution of the issue.

M. Nasim Khan was speak-
ing at a press conference at
the National Press Club.

M. Nasim called upon
Begum Zia to fulfil her pro-
election commitment that the
repatriation issue would be

By Staff Correspondent

taken into consideration if her
party won the February 27
general elections. If the
Pakistan government shows
unwillingness the Prime
Minister should sever diplo-
matic relations with the coun-
try, he said.

The issue has been ignored
to make the Pakistan govern-
ment happy, the SPGRC leader
alleged. He branded the
Ershad government as the
worst one for not taking up the
matter. Rather it resorted to
various repressive mecasures on
stranded Pakistanis who are
struggling to go back to their
homeland, he alleged.

M. Nasim narrated how the

stranded Pakistanis were lead-
ing sub human lives amid vari-

ous problems. All the camps in

Dhaka and in other cities are
in deplorable condition lacking
minimum facilities of ltving as
well as safety and security.

The SPGRC leader called
upon the Prime Minister to
visit their camps to see for
hersell the suffering of the

stranded Pakistanis.

M. Nasim strongly con-
demned the statement of Mir
Hazar Khan Bijrani, the Federal
Railway Minister of the
Government of Pakistan, dur-
ing his recent goodwill visit to
Bangladesh. He termed the
Pakistani minister's statement
that the question of repatria-
tion was complicated as
‘cynical’. The statement hurt
the sentiment of the stranded
Pakistanis in Bangladesh, he
added.

SC Bar's plea to

appoint more judges

Supreme Court Correspondent

Dr. Rafiqur Rahman, Presi-
dent of the Supreme Court Bar
Association has hailed the ad-
dress of the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed to
the Jattya Sangsad on April 5.

The Acting President in his
address to the Parliament

Editors' council
deplores attack

on KT Hossain
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Council of Edi-
tors has condemned the
assault on Acting Editor of the
Bangladesh Observer Dr KT
lHossain by some employees of
the paper.

The council in a press re-
lease on Friday said the inci-
dent was an attack on the
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most of the re flows
has been modelled keeping
in view the growth of eco-
nomic centres in future.
The network is 11565 miles
in total length and covers
most of the regions in our
country. On the core net-
work of 1155 miles, the
countryboat traffic between
20 ports s 3.2 million
tonnes and in terms of
tonne-mile it is 298 million
the transportation task be-
ing performed including
empty hauls is 487 million
tonne-miles with an average
haul of 93 miles however
boat not moving on main
routes for a considerable
haul for example boats of
less than 5 tonne capacity
-have been excluded from
statistical consideration de-
spite of this the boats which
perform the task of ordi-
nary transport comprise of
13,000 boats and has a ca-
pacity of 200,000 tonnes,
provides employment for
about 40,000 wunskilled
labours.

The people working on the
country boat sector are the
most part landless people
from the countryside.
Million of people largely
depend on the boats for
transport, employment and
income. Country boats in
the rural areas can easily be
attributed as the fundamen-
tal source of employment
according to a recent gov-
ernmental statistics the
country boat sector capture
60 per cent of the employ
ment that covers the entire
transport system and 90
per cent of the employment
covering the inland water
transport system.

But the situation of the country
boat people has steadily
worsened with the intro-
duction of other modes of
transport, which have en-
joyed large subsidies while
the country boat sector has
been mostly neglected. This
resulted a loss of income
and employment in the ru-
ral areas of the country. A
recent statistics on country-
boat sector shows that the
return on investment In
country boat sector was 52
per cent and |8 per cent
on an average in 1963 and
1973 respectively which
has fallen to 12 per cent
now. less than the prevafl-
ing commercial (nteres!
rate, a country boat crew
member was earning 100
per cent and 50% more

than agri-labourer in | 963
and 1973 respectively but is
earning only marginally
more now.,

No doubts countryboats have
traditionally been the main
mode of transport tn ru:fal
Bangladesh both for goods
and passengers. Compared
with trains, trucks and
buses. They have offered a
number of advantages: they
are cheaper and more flexi-
ble. and serve as the major
source of employment in
the countryside.

Until a few years ago. the
country boat sector was in
decline competition from
other modes of transport
made operating conditions
more and more difficult.
The greater speed and pre-
dictability of railways. road
transport and large mech-
anized vessels made many
pecople prefer them over
the countryboats. As a re-
sult, the ltvelihood and
main incomes of several

million people were threat
ened.
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greet Shahabuddin
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