Gopalp ur
Manthalpota 'I:l:d:l Sadar
:ﬂh. discase | »
-,Hwﬁunrwm- day by

Local people com 1p lained
z*w-;rp-lm

steps have y et been
thken to combat the gn >wing
menace
Meanwhile, a team o (v olun
teers of local Jayces cl ut » has
been distributing oral s aline
and other medicines ar nong
the affected people.

Flash flooc1
damages cro p s
ril 11 : Torrential rs Uns

for last few days an d on-
rush if water from the * 1 1p-
stream Iin Sylhet a nd

Sunamgan| dtstricts hsve
ﬂ“l'::?hl{i flood in difl *re nt
lying areas of Khall aj iri
upazila under Netrakona dils-

tﬂl:l..mmn.
The water has affe ct ed
high yielding boro paddy o n a

vast tract of land of sev: ri ul
haors at Jagannathp u -,
Ajmirigan] and Mandipur a Te a
under the u

An official source said t he ®
food water has entered tihe -

ceiling to prove that she
committed suicide.
Dukhi Khatun (18) of

Kalikapur village in Ullapara
upazila and Lokman of

Downpour
damages crops

on 1500 acres

April 11 : Standing rabi
crops on about 1500 acres of
land were destroyed due to
heavy downpour in seven
upazilas of the district on
Wedne . reports UNB.

Officials said. crops like

area through the breaches o c-

curred in several flood conti o |
embankments. The water lev el !

ol the river Dano at ur
has registered a sharp rise. [t
is likely to cross danger mar k
if the rainfall continued. th e
source added.

RANGPUR

Kidnapped child
rescued

April 11 : A 16 months old
baby, kidnapped about ten days

back, has been recovered at

mst, from a village in Rajshahi
district, police said here, re-
ports UNB.

A woman was also arrested
in this connection on April 2.

According to sources, Mar-
tum Begum allegedly abducted
Tarek on March 27, from his
father's residence at Go-
mostapara area in Rangpur
town

H.nrium. hailin from
Batkandi village in pur
upazila of Sirajganj district,
was a tenant Fazlul Islam,

the father of Tarck

C’NAWABGANJ
Smuggled goods
worth TK 88 lakh

seized : 2 held

April 11: In an attempt to
curb smuggling. BOR personal
seized smuggled worth
over Taka 88 lakh during the
last month and arrested two
people in this connection, re-
ports UNB.

According to sources, BDR

ns recovered contrabands

e Indian sarees, bicycles,
sugar, crockeries, polyester
cloth worth about Taka 81 lakh
while being smu into the
country and illegal goods like
VCRs and VCPs worth about
Taka seven lakh were seized
while being smuggled out of
the country.

The seized goods were
later handed over to local cus-
toms authorities and 141 cascs
have been registered with local

police.

MAGURA
UP member
assaulted by

destitute mothers

. April L1 : A union parishad
member of Salika upazila here,
who took money promising to

VGD cards, was as-

saulted by some destitute

mothers Friday, witnesses

said, reports UNB.

Abdus Sattar, the member,
ly took Taka 200 from

destitute mother saying

they would be given VGD cards
in return. But months elapsed

them. As a result, about 10

did not do anything for

lentil, onion. chilly. wheat
were severely damaged in
Harirampur, Ghior, Saturia,
Singair, Shibalaya and Sadar
upazilas of the district during
the rain which continued for

about 10 hours.
Besides, low lying areas
were sub and scores of

kutcha houses destroyed ren-

dering over a hundred familfes
shelterless.

MAGURA

4 culverts to
be constructed

April 11 : In a bid to faeili-
tate rural road communication,
construction of four culverts
has been undertaken in Sadar
upazila here during the cur-
rent fiscal year, reports UNB.

Funded by CARE, the pro-

j ect will be implemented un-
¢ler Annual Development
I ‘rogramme involving an ex-
p enditure of Tk 2.24 lakh.

The culverts will be buliilt at
l« thkhada on C&B road.
K anchanpur-Uthali road.

G abtoli-Ramchandrapur road
a1 wd Uthali-Paccakanchanpur
ro ad.

. E.ARIDPUR
Sufferings of
TV watchers

/\pril 11 : Watchers of the
d ist rict have been denied of
s« *ei ng the programmes of
B. an gladesh Television for a
cc nf rle of days, reports UNB.

A ccording to sources, a
co nti nuous wave of black lines
ap pe ar on TV screen as soon
as DI iaka station is tuned.

Sc yme television traders al-
legi>d that due to this problem
the s :lling of TV in the district
has ¢ lecreased. Buyers blame
TV 3¢ s for the fault.

Loc:al people said despite
repe at ed appeals, Bangladesh
Teler it sion not taken any
step ir: this regard.

MA\U LVIBAZAR
INumber of
d.i vorces rises

April 11 : Number of di-
vorces and of minor

. girls a r e gradually increasing

with o n 1shroom growth of un-

Hicense d | registrars in
six up: u rilas of the district, re-
ports U M IB.

Acco) rding to sources,

. polygan 1 ‘es by divorced women

are also | ncreasing.
It is | learnt, at least 2000

divorce cases were recorded
during t 1 last three years in
six upaz Ul ‘as ol the district.

Unde: - -aged housewives are
the wors t victims as their hus-
bands di v orce them mostly for
dowry buiit blame them for bad
character .

There & uwe 15 legal marriage
registrars: in the district. As
per government rule. none
above 65 'years of age is entl-
tled to co1duct pro-
ceedings or Talak nama. But
this rule tiils reportedly being
violated.

The muarriage registrars

Tabua 50 as fee for each
case of any' description.

Despite |)jan on marriage be-
low 18 year s for women, these
registrars :1 re allegedly giving
incentives { ¢» such misdeeds.

.-.qﬂ‘:“ |
Workmen extricating a body

roof of the mills collapsed following a nor'wester killing several workers.

.....

through sawing steel plates at Sripur Textile Mills in Gazipur district on Wednesday. Th

— Star photo

RANGPUR, Apr 11 : A new
varicty of wheat seed named
Pak-81 sold to farmers in
Rangpur district by BADC dur-
ing the current season for cul-
tivation in five districts of
greater Rangpur Zone has
yiclded blank ear of corn.

According to the sources, to
the utter surprise it is found
that every stalk of this wheat
plant has produced blank

on the whole cultivated
land in all five districts.

This incident has caused
huge financial loss to thou-
sands of farmers who culti-
vated this variety on their
lands, it is alleged.

The said wheat seed Pak-81
was imported by BADC and

about 4,50,000 kg of this va-
ricty was been sold to farmers
for cultivation without any
prior experiment, it is learnt.

According to the sources,
due to difference in nature of
soil and climate this variety
has not yielded any grains.

Office-bearers

The triennial election of the
zonal Jute Growers Samity was

Farmers incur heavy loss

No grain grows from

held at the office premises of
the Deputy Director of
Agriculture Extension
Department, Rangpur recently.

The 9-member executive
committee eclected is as fol-
lows President- Mr. Md
Sultanul Alam, Vice-President
- Mr. Abdul Karim, Secretary -
Mr. Ruhul Amin Dulu and
Members - Messrs Abdul Baten
Sarker, ul Alam Sarker,
Habibur Rahman, Advocate
Altal Hossain Chowdhury and

Solaiman Al.

Shifting of exam
centre protested

Hundreds of students and
guardians staged a strong
demonstration recently at
Kaligonj upazila headquarters
in protest against shifting of
S.S.C examination centre from
the Tush Bhandar Government
High School t0 a non-govern-
ment high school.

The demonstrators chant-
ing various slogans paraded
main streets of the upazila
headquarters and later assem-
bled at the upazila parishad

compound and held a protest
meeting there.

They, however, handed over
a memorandum to the U
Nirbahi Officer demanding
immediate withdrawal of the
shifting order of the said S.5.C
centre,

Scouts rally

The 15th r district
Scouts rally was held at
Rangpur Zila School ground
recently.

About 300 Scouts and Scout

ak-8 lhwml}_gat seed

teachers from different educa-
tional institution of the district
participated in the rally. On
the third-day of the rally, camp
fire function was held in a be-
fitting manner.

The function was presided
over by Mr. Gias Uddin Ahmed,
Deputy Commissioner,
Rangpur while Mr. Fazlur
Rahman, Director General of
President's Secretariat at-
tended as chief guest.

A large number of elite
were present at the function.

Drinking water scarce

SHERPUR, Apr 11: Acute
scarcity of pure drinking water
is causing serious problems in
the rural areas of the Sherpur
district. The existing number
of tubewells in five upazilas are
quite inadequate to meet the
demand of the people.

Chandpur

CHANDPUR, Apr 11:
Erosion by the river Meghna
has again threatened Chandpur,
town.

A vast area at Chandpur
Puranbazar has already been
washed away by the erosion.
Puranbazar is a thickly popu-
lated and commercially devel-
oped area of the district.

Within a week about 30
shops and many houses were
affected by the erosion . At the
western side of the town many
shops, business firms, and a
century old Hindu Akhra are
threatened creating panic
among the shopkeepers and
house dwellers. They have
started dismantling their
shops and dwelling houses and
shifting them to safer places by

Our Correspondent

winding up thefr business.
Erosion has also started at

Chandpur Nutunbazar threat-

ening Chandpur Railway

Station. fish market, launch
and steamer t
Bangladesh Water

Development Board took up
Chandpur Town "Protection
Scheme” in 1970 at a cost of
Taka five crore. Accordingly
dumping of boulders along the
banks of the river was done
and till now only 4000 feet at
Puranbazar and 5000 feet at
Nutunbazar have been pro-
tected by dumping about 72
lakh cubic feet boulders.

Besides, 400 feet boulders
embankment was also con-
structed.

Previously the people ap-

-pealed to the former govern-

Fertility of farmland |

declines considerably

From Our Correspondent
JAMALPUR, Apr 11 : lakhs and in 1988 it has de-
Fertility of agricultural land is creased to 3,15.,420. Every

declining rapidly in Jamalpur
district due to rampant use of
chemical fertilizer and rare
use of cow dung manure.

According to the sources,
use of cowdung is essential for
keeping pace in land produc-
tivity. But it is not used pro-
portionately due to the fact
that the number of cattlchead
has come down considerably,
and also because use of cow-
dung as fuel has increased in
rural areas following scarcity
and price spiral of firewood.

It is further reported that
the number of cattlehead in
1986-87 was more than six

year 20,000 cattlehead die due
to attack of various diseases
and other natural calamities
resulting in serfous shortage of
cowdung.

This scarcity of cowdung
has forced the farmers to use
chemical fertilizers in almost
five lakh acres of land in the

district.

The Livestock Department

has failed in motivating cultiva-
tors to use cowdung as manure
as the department cannot do

the needful in this regard.

ments pressing the urgency of
permanent town protection
measures to save this district
headquarters from further
erosion but no steps were
taken, though small protective
measures were taken once or
twice but proved to be futile,

Last year WDB drew up a
scheme at a cost of Taka 21
crores.

Accordingly 2,70,000 ce-
ment blocks and 82,500 Geo-

" textile bags were dumped in

the Meghna to check the ero-
sion and rest of the scheme
could not be materialised due
to shortage of funds. So the
people have urged the gov-
ernment to take immediate
measures to save the Chandpur
town from further erosion.

Country-made
wine recovered
From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Apr 11: The po-
lice of Hakimpur PS recovered
25 jars of country-made wine
from Hakimpur upazila on

Tuesday last.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, the police raided a shop
at Bangla Hili Bazar and recov-
ered 25 jars of coun
wine from an unauthorised
wine-shop. Twelve persons
were also arrested from the
shop. Cases have been regis-
tered with Hakimpur PS8 in
this regard.

Rahman (22) :L village
Bhuapur in Tangail district was
killed under the wheels of a
run truck on Dinajpur-
Phulbari highway near Barahat
in Sadar upazila on Friday last.

Meghna erosion threatens |
town again

-made |

l

According to the reports, a
large number of tubewells are
lying out of order for the last
two years causing untold suf-
ferings to the villagers.
Innumerable tubewells are out
of order due to the damage in
filter pipe beneath the earth,
leakage in the pipe and more
tubewells are lying out of order
for want of spare parts.
Several representations for
resinking the chocked up
tubewells were given to the au-
thorities but no step has yet
been taken. Besides,

Ebmllu were pilfered.

Reliable sources said that
adequate funds are needed ur-
gently for resinking and repair
of the tubewells,

Moreover, due to scarcity of
pure drinking water people
have to depend on kutcha
wells and tanks for drinking
water. As a result various water
borne diseases are spreading
in rural areas of the district.

Rangpur
Qur ur Correspondent
writes : About 1460 hand

driven tubewells are being
fielded in five districts of
greater Rangpur Zone during
the current fiscal year.

The Public Health
Engineering Department is
caring out the installation of
these tubewells with the finan-
cial assistance of UNICEF.

The total number of hand
driven tubewells so far in-

stalled in greater Rangpur
Zone by the Public Health

Engineering Department since
its inception stands arround
64 thousand of which about
four thousand have gone out of
order. -

A scheme is being executed
for re and re-fielding of
over 1500 tubewells in the
Zone out of the total 4000
chocked tubewells.

Ibm:EIb. there are alle-

tions that the efforts taken
rr the Publie H:al'_::h
Enginee De nt for
nyﬁrln::’dumﬁ; tube-
wells is far from requirement.

Every year, the number of
chocked wup tubewells is

ling
the steps wo far undertaken by
the department concerned
with its limited resources (o
put the chocked up tubewells
in order is yet to be geared up. -
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MAULVI BAZAR, Apr 11:
The for the construec-
tion of bus stand at Maulvi
Bazar taken up by the then
Chittagong Divisional
Development Board in 1979-

amount of Taka four lakh for
the construction of the bus
stand during 1985-86 financial
year but the allocated fund was
withdrawn by the authority
concerned and diverted the
fund for the development of
Maulvi Bazar Women's College.

The bus passengers of
Dhaka, Comilla, Hobigonj.

Brahmanbaria, Sylhet,
Sunamgon] are facing great in-
conveniences due to absence
of a bus stand and other facili-
ties at Moulvi Bazar since long,

Thousands of bus passen-
gers badly suffer for want of a
suitable waiting room, both for
male and female passengers.
The female passengers are
often found standing on the
road.

Absence of urinals also are
causing immense trouble to

ferings become more acute
during rainy season when
waiting passengers find no al-
ternative but to stand under
the open sky.

It is also noticed that there
has no place of systematic
parking of vehicles. Buses are

parked here and there creat-
ing much trouble to passen-
gers and traffic jam.

The passengers expect the
authority will do need full for
early construction of a bus
terminal.

World Health Day
observed

The World Health Day was
observed in Maulvi Bazar re-
cently. District health depart-
ment organised programme to
observe the day.

A discussion meeting was
held on the occasfon at Maulvi
Bazar town club auditorium. It

Fish stealing
rampant at
Siddhirganj area
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 11:
Alarming rise in stealing fishes
from the fisheries of different
areas of the district is threat-
ening the farming.

Owners of over 50 farms of
Adamjee, Demra, Tekpara,
Simrail and Siddhirganj arcas
alleged that on organised gang
of thieves were continuing
their practices since long.
Stern action by the members
of the law enforcing agencies
should be taken to stop fish
theft immediately, they added.
Such action was a must to en-
cou the fish farmers who
meet about 20 per cent of the
total demand of fish for the
people dwelling in the capital
they viewed.

Family welfare
centre opens

MEHERPUR, Apr 11: A
family welfare centre built at a
cost of Taka 13 lakh at Amdah
under Meherpur Sadar upazila
was inaugurated on April 7,

reports BSS.

Deputy Commissioner,
Meherpur, Momtazur Rahman
was the chiel guest at the in-
augural function presided over
by Upazila Chairman Saidul
H Bhuiyan. Among other,
m\:\ Surgeon, Meherpur. Dr.
Rafiqul Akhtar, Upazila Family

Officer Mrs, Shamima
Sultana and Amtali Unijon
Council Chairman, Mr Alauddin
spoke on the occasion.

The function was followed
by a Milad Mahfil at the new
building of the centre.

DINAJPUR, April 11 :
Eighteen metric tons of wheat
worth about Taka twe lakh
which was allocated under
Food for Works
were recovered by the District
Anti-Corruption Department

on Sunday last.
According to the report,
the said were of wheat

were allocated under Food
Warks Programme in 2
Sundarpur Union Parishad
Sadar upazila. Total whea
were taken delivery from Dina
pur CSD godown on Saturday
t. Later entire wheat were
booked for Saidpur Rabeya
Flower Mills in Saildpur
upazila under Nilphamar! dis-
trict. Acting on a secret in-
formation, the District Anti-
Corruption Officer rushéd to
the spot and seized a truck
loaded with those wheat. A
case has been with
Kotwali PS and further investi-

gation is proceeding.
30 houses gutted

Thirty dwelling houses
including property worth about
Taka three lakh were damaged
in two separate [ire incidents
on and last.

Twenty-three houses of 13
families and all other valuables
worth about Taka 2.30 lakh
were burnt to ashes¥in a devas-
tating fire in the village Satnala
under Chirirbandar upazila on
Sunday last.The fire originated
from the kitchen of one Mus-
limuddin Ahmed. Besides,
seven houses and property
worth about Taka 60,000 of
Abdul Qayum and Bahauddin
Ahmed uruvﬂh# Amtali in 5
No. Abdulpur Union Parishad
under the same upazila were
bumt to ashes on Saturday last

Housewife beaten

to death
. Marjina Begum (20), a
housewile of Parbatipur upazila
was allegedly beaten to death
by her husband in a triangular
love alflair.

Kaltu Mohammad of vi
Harirampur, husband ol Mar-
jina was fallen in love with his
late elder brothers wife
(sister-in-law) Jahanara Be-
gum. Marjina was tortured
regularly by her husband in
lar love affairs. On
Wednesday last, Marjina was
beaten mercilcss died on
the spot. The was sent to
the Dinajpur General Hospital
for autopsy. Kaltu Mohammad
lo escape. A case has
been registered with Par-

batipur PS in this regard.

Training on wheat

farming

A week-long training on
wheat cultivation in modern
method “iorlﬂ'll'lﬂd ‘:}ntm
the auspices of Dinajpur
Rescarch Institute at Rajbart,
six kilometres ofl Dinajpur
town on Thursday last.

Dr M.A Razzak, Project Di-
rector of the Institute inaugu-
rated the training course. Mr.
M. A. Majid, Additional Direc-
tor of Agricultural Extension

t, Rangpur zonec was
present as chicl guest. Mr.
Awal Ahmed, Principal of Dina-

5%

jpur llaji Danesh Itural
College and Mr. Matilal Banik,
Deputy Director of Dinajpur

Agricultural Extension
partment were present as spe-
cial guests.
Sixty agricultural officers
from di nt districts of the
country participated in Lhe

training course.



