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Suzuki wins re-election : Tokyo

Governor Shunichi Suzuki won Triumphant re-election on

:n:lrm a stinging
Tokye.

After coun of eight pe
Sunday. lul:.l::lntﬁ built up

blow to leaders of Japan's ruling
tried to unseat him, reports Reuter from

r cent of the votes cast on

an unbeatable lead over his

nearest rival, the candidate backed by Premier Toshiki Kaifu
and his Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) machine, NHK pubiic

television said.

Official returns so far showed Suzuki with 220,319 votes,
almost double these counted for the LDP-backed Hisnori

Isomura. a

lar television

ter. Commentators said

popu presen
the result could threaten the positions of Kaifu and LDP
Secretary-General Ichiro Ozawa.

3 Puerto Rico
Three convicted drug-traffic
stlate n on Sunday

helicopter

and forced the pilot to fly to a prison basketball

court and pluck the convicts to freedom, Reuter reports from

San Juan.

One of the prisoners and two of his accomplices were

captured later after a gun

battle on a

outside San

Juan, police spokeswoman Maria Bon said.

The daring

escape began early on Sunday when four

friends of the convicts stole a helicopter from Las Piedas

Construction Co.

Georgia President warns Kremlin :

Soviet Georgia’'s Nationalist President has warned Kremlin
leader Mikhail Gorbachev of a general strike in his Republic if
Moscow does not withdraw troops from a disputed area,

Reuter reports from Moscow.

mment spoke
whose Nationalist alllance ended 70 years of

[Shmart e g

sman said President Zviad

communist rule in November elections. Sent a letter to
Gorbachev on Saturday nmﬁmfhcnmuldltﬂh: if troops

were not withdrawn from the south Ossetia regio

n. He did

not say when the action might start and how long #t would

NICOSIA, Apr 8: Iran said

almost 700.000 Iraqi refugees
had reached its territory by
Sunday evening and queues of
would-be arrivals stretched for
miles, reports Reuter.

Tehran radio, which re-
ported earlier on Sunday that
iran could not accept any more
people, said 698,000 had
crossed the border by 5 local
time

it said 10 air force c-130

aircraft and a jumbo jet had
transported 170 tonnes of
food. clothing, tents, blankets,
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KUWAIT CITY: Men working for the US l:-ﬂl'.l:lplnj "Boots
and Coots" succeed for the first time in extingui

International

Queues of arrivals stretch for miles

- dried milk and other supplies

to border provinces.

At least 280,000 Iraqi
Kurds and others have fled to
the Turkish border, where a
major international relief effort

has n. ran has so far re-
cetved little aid.
“At present hundreds of

thousands of refugee are
massed across the border,
wai
soil. But unfortunately lack of
food, bedding and clothing
make it impossible to accept
More,” suggested that Iran's
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flames from one of the many oil wells set ablaze by the
Iragis, by injecting air and nitrozen into a pipe held over
the flame with the help of a crane in the Ahmadi oilfield

some 20 km away from Kuwait City April 7.

Women may get political rights

Kuwaiti emir to restore

parliamentary democra

KUWAIT CITY, Apr 8 : The
emir ol Kuwait said Sunday he
would restore parliamentary
democracy and hold clections
by the end of 1992, a
which was grected with a mix-
ture of optimism and pes-
simism by opposition figures.
reports AP.

Sheik Jaber al-Ahmed al
Sabah. in his first public ad-
dress since the allles ousted
Iraqi occupation forces, said
Kuwait remained in danger
from a posstble "mad act” by
iraqi  President Saddam
Hussein. Without mentioning
:zadmntry by name, the emir

Kuwait's “Srothers and
friends “ w0 keep their forces
in the emirate.

The emir's nationally tele-
vised announcement came
hours after the main lslamic
fundamentalist group. the
Islamic Constitutional
Movement. demanded elec-
tions within six months and
restoration of the constitution
and parliament
some Western nations, includ-
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the ¢cmirate's strict voting eli-

gibility regulations would be
cased (o allow more people to
cast ballots.

Abdullah al-Nebari, a leader
of the opposition Kuwaiti
Democratic Forum coalition.
welcomed some of the emir's
announcements. However, he
said the opposition would be
upset #f the election were not
held until the end of 1992. *
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The coalition sececks
restoration of the suspended
constitution and tment
of an overhauled

Democratie Forum

spokesman |ssa al-Sarras said
reaction o the speech within
the coalittion was mixed.
"Some are optimistic.” he
said “They see this as an
opening for the start of politi-

cal wrangling. And they were

pleased that he promised to
study political rights for
women.”

“The pessimists say that
since he has not given a clear
date for an election, he may try
to go back on it. He may be try-
ing to take the heat off his
back from the allied govern-
ments,” al-Sarras said.

In his speech, the emir did
not mention the 1962 consti-
tution, which he suspended in
1986 along with dissolving the
National Assembly. He said the
national elections would be
held “within the coming year.”

An Information Ministry of-
ficial later said the emir meant
the election would be some-
time in 1992

A drive for political reform
gained momentum after alied
troops ousted Iraqi soldiers
from Kuwait in late February,
ending a nearly seven-month
occupation.

The United States has been
withdrawing its troops from
southern lraq and the Gulf. US
troops strength in the region
has dropped sharply in recent
days to 336,000 from a peak of
540,000 ‘ ;

But the emir asked for al-
lted troops to remain, saying
Kuwait "was not a safe place”
yet because of a “fifth column”

of Iraqi agents and sympathiz-
€rn

— AFP/UNB photo

to enter the Iranfan

borders were still open de-
spite the earlier announce-

ment.

Relief for Kurdish
refugees

AFP from Turkey -adds:
Thousands of open-mouthed

Kurdish refugees watched en-
tranced on Sunday as four

white tes life-
saving relief goods flated
down close by but on the Iraqgi
side of the border.

As shouts went up of
‘parachute parachute’, men
rose to their feet and women
quietened bawling infants in
Uludere camp where hundreds
of thousands of Iragis mostly
Kurds, have taken m just
across the Turkish ;

An American plane circled
and dropped another four

cases behind a snowy peak so

NICOSIA, Apr 8 : Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein says he
has crushed twin rebellions
against his rule but the rebels,
their families fleeing Iraq with
tales of death and misery, say
they will fight on, reports
Reuter.

US Secretary of State James
Baker, who will visit the Turk-
ish border on Monday and
meet ref s, said Washing-
ton was determined to help
victims of ctvil strife in Iraq
but could not "Go down the
slippery slope of being sucked
into a civil war.”

Stung by criticism of iner-
tia, the United States launched
a three-day operation on Sun-
day to drop food to tens of
thousands of Iraqi Kurds flee-
ing Saddam's wrath and head-
ing for Turkey.

Iraq's Vice-President, Taha
Mohieddin Ma' Rouf, said the
airlift was not needed because
Kurds were safe in their
homes and had been encour-
aged to flee by the United
States and its Gulf war allies.

Tens of thousands of Shf'ite
Muslim Iraqgis fearing reprisals
for their challenge to Saddam's
rule in southern Iraq fled to
Iran which said it could barely
cope with the numbers.

Up to two million people,
mostly Kurds, fled in panic
from northern Iraq when Sad-

UK I-'ushes
food for
Kurds

LONDON. Apr 8: Three
Royal Air Force transport
planes took off early Sunday
loaded with food. blankets and
tents, spearheading Britain's
humanitarian missfon to the
belcaguered Kurds in northern
Iraq. reports AP.

Crews were no ¢ ted to
drop the supplies until early
Monday.

Reports of blustery winter
conditions in the mountainous
border region between Iraq
and Turkey threatened to de-
lay the d:?rrtry of more than
45 tons of supplies donated by
Oxfam Save the Children and
the British government.

'Pr:ﬂﬂnt Hercules aircraft
took ofl from RAF Lyneham in
Wiltshire about 1 a. m. (0000
GMT). Two others departed at
8:15a m and 8:25 a. m. (0715
and 0825 GMT).

Britain and the United
States plan to drop supplies to
hundreds of thousands of
Kurdish refu who hee fled
to Iraq's Turkish border i the
ﬁmh of their failed rebel-

The Turkish Foreign
Minister said 1,500 Kurds
have died in t from I
President S-:df.m Hullelr:":
forces.

Ja contributed 10 mil-
lion dollars to the relief effort.
while France and Germany
pledged to dispatch seven
plancs with 120 tons of relief
supplies over the weekend.

F

near and yet so far. An inter-
national airlift had com-
menced, but the people in this

camp in southeast Turkey had
to face another day of hunger
and thirst.

This was because the inter-
national community had de-
cided to give top priority to
the thousands of families eut
off in the inaccessible moun-
tains in northern Iragi Kurdis-
tan.

Help for those who crossed
the peaks into Turkey must
come first from the govern-
ment in Ankara and then,
hopefully, from and interna-
tional airlift being set up with
European governments.

A first convoy of 46 tons of
food and medicine donated by
France arrived early Sunday at
the foot of the hills from Di-
varbakir airport.’

dam's defeated Gulf war army
crushed their revolt last week.
Iran said almost 700,000

Iraqi n:fufcs had reached its
territory by Sunday evening -

and queues of others seeking
refuge stretched for miles. At
least a quarter of a million
Kurds have fled towards
Turkey.

Presiden Bush sug-
gested on Sunday that the
United Nations might help
restore order in Iraq without

Fhyg potene ty B e
20 burnt to
death in
Burma

RANGOON, Apr 8: Fire has
swept through a town in
norther Burma, killing at least
20 people and destroying
more than 6,000 homes, wit-
nesses said today, reports
Reuter.

The witnesses. contacted by
telephone from n, said
about 30,000 people were left
homeless by the blaze which
began late on Sunday in a shop
in the central market of Metki-
tila, 300 miles (450 km) north
of the Burmese capital.

The fown's railway station, a
cinema and a pri school
were also destroyed.
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to normalise ties

NEW DELHI, Apr B : India
and Pakistan have agreed to
pursue measures to normalise
bilateral relations soured by
military and other thorny
disputes, officials said here to-

day. reports AFP.

A joint statement issued
after three-day talks ended
here between Indian Foreign
Secretary Muchkund Dubey
and his Pakistani counterpart
Shahryar Khan said they had
drawn up a plan to improve re-
lations.

India and Pakistan have
drawn up an elaborate plan for
discussions in coming months
to ease tensions between the
two countries and build mutual
confidence, Indian officials
quoted the joint statement as

saying

Dubey anda Khan agreed 1o
meet in Islamabad in late
August or in September, the
statement said adding that

they expresaed satisfaction at
talks between Indian and

Pakistan milita experts,
which ended heur‘;hur-day.

The Foreign Secretaries
discussions were the latest

round in a dialogue that began
last year.

The statement said the two

oflicials agreed in principle to
resume dialogue on Siachen
Glacter a vast stretch of icy

mmunists sweep

communists on Sunday won a
two-third majority in a round
off election in which Prime
Minister Fatos Nano avoided
President Ramiz Alla's fate at

Himalayan wasteland which
both countries regard as mili-
tarily strategic and have fought
to control.

They also agreed to reopen
talks on cross-border drug
smuggling in July, demarcation
of boundaries in disputed
zones in August and on other
priority issues in the coming
months, the statement said.

The talks were held in a
cordial atmosphere and the

two sides covered the entire
range ol bilateral issues and

also exchanged views on inter-
national issues of mutual inter-
est, the officials said.

The plans to ease bilateral
tensions emerged a day after
Dubey and Khan signed agree-
ments to swap information on
yoop movements and to pre-
vent airspace violation.

Under one ct, the two
neighbours will inform each
other's military headquarters
before conducting military ex-
ercises, maneuvers and troop
movements.

The accord aimed at pre-
venting military tensions of the
kind which erupted in 1986,
when Pakistan sent troops and
armour to the border in re-
sponse to a massive Indian
army exercise code-named
Operation Brasstacks.

polls

labour won six seats, pushi
them beyond the two-thi
majority with 168 seats., while
the democrats won 10, for a
total of 75. A Greek Ethnic
BTV TN o oy = 5
Eimmunht Party won one seat

In the central city of Berat,
a Democratic Party leaders,
Abdi Baleta, won a seat in an-
other closely watched race.
Baleta is a former Ambassador
to the United Nations.

Democratic Party leader
Sali Bertsha accused the com-
munists of vote-rigging, saying
that soldiers who had cast

their ballots in the district of
Nano been allowed to vote sev-

e HNEMed that Communist

Party members in the north-
weslern town of Lezhe had

opened a ballot box while a
Democratic Party

lakh Iraqirefugees reach Ir

But bulldozers were sii'
working on widening the nar-
row mule-track leading up to
the camp, with only tractors
from neighbouring Kurdish
villages able to negotiate the
narrow path, so French
goods had to await distribution
on farm carts this morning on
Sunday, Turkish Red Crescent
volunteers brought in bread —
a hazardous business with the
starving refugees fighting and
brawling, nervous soldiers fir-
ing in the air without manag-
ing to calm the crowds.

"Bread is fine when you can
get it, but we are dying of
thirst.,” cried and old women
who no longer had the
strength to get up her son, 24-
year-old Iraqi.

- Army deserter Suleiman,
explained "You see this huge
plain, these thousands of peo-
ple, there's not a single well

Twin rebellions crushed : Saddam

AFP from Ankara says : US
Secretary of State James Baker
warned Iraq Sunday against
any attempt at interference in
efforts to assist Iraqgi people
subjected to the utter brutality
of Saddam Hussein's regime.

Baker, who arrived Sunday
for a visit which is to include a
stop at a camp for Kurdish
refugees near the Turkey-Irag
border, told US television
netvorks: "We will not tolerate
any interference with this hu-
manitarian relief effort.”

US Air Force planes flying
out of Turkey's Incirlik Base
began parachuting supplies to
the re s in northern Iraq
on Sunday, and the airlift op-
eration was to increase in size
on Monday when French and
tious country.

The Daily Star 5

nothing.” He went one: Okay
well look for some snow to eat
further up it's a four-hour hike.
The other solution is to go
back to Iraq just behind the
mountain range. One tiny well
and hours to queue up.”

Women and children
clutching makeshift containers
do in fact return two kilome-
tres (over a mile) across the
border marked with the Iragi
flag to a far smaller camp.

Those who stayed there did
$0 because there was water.

But 32- year-old Nureddin,
who spent a day there on his

way from the Iragi town of
Zﬂ{hman:li&pmud of being a
member of the Iragi engineers
union, explained: *I think that

if they regoing to look for peo-
ple to take them to Australia,
it's got to be on the Turkish

side.”

British aircraft were to join in.

Baker declared : "We cannot
police what goes on inside
Irag, and we cannot be the ar-
biters of who shall govern Iraq.

"However, we cannot be
indifferent to atroeities and
human suffering in Iraq. and
we haven't been working with
the international community,
we will make certain that hu-
manitarian assistance, in both
northern and southern Iraq.
gets to those who most need
it.”

The Secretary of State did
not specify whether his coun-
try might be prepared to use
force to back up his statement

Baker's visit to Ankara is
the first stop on a trip aimed
at reviving the Middle East
peace process,

Off the Record

Schwarzkopf to make money

NEWYORK, Apr 8 : The Commander of Allied forces in the
Gulf war, General Norman Schwarzkop{. plans to retire next
summer and make money on the book-and -lecture circuit,
according to Newsweek magazine.reports Reuter .

In its

ril 15 issue, Newsweek says Schwarzkopf was of-

fered the job of U.S Army Chief of Stall by President George

Bush, but declined.
Quoting #
unnamed fri-
ends, the m-
agazine says
Schwarzkopf
—known wid-
ely as Stor-
min. Norman
—plans inste-
ad to retire
and write his

memoirs.

A book
deal could
bring the war
hero mem-
oirs an ad-
vance of as
much as 4
million Dol-
lars,accord-
ing to News-
week. And, if
he hits the
lecture trail.
Schwarzkopf
could com-
mand 60,000
Dollars a
speech. the
magazine es-
timates.

But des-
pite his pu-

blic Pﬂplllﬂ!‘"}'. the Mag aZine  says, the Gencral s rolusal to

accept the top Army job brought a sigh of relief at the
Pentagon, where some who have served under him remember
him as being brusque towards subordinates.

The current U.S. Army Chief of Stafl, General Carl Vuono.
is due to step down from the post in June.

The Pentagon's duty officer said he had no comment on

the Newsweek report.

Kennedy questioned
v [
in rape case
McLEAN (Virgina), Apr 8 : US Sen. Edward Kennedy was
questioned by Palm Beach police Sunday regarding the al

leged rape at the family compo

und in the Florida resort dur-

:? the Easter holiday. the Senator's spokesman said. reports

Kennedy and his son. Patrick, are nol suspects in the case,

spokesman Paul Donovan said.

Kennedy's nephew, Willlam Kennedy Smith, has agreed to
lpohmnﬂ:eslmmrnmrhurandbhodmph:. his at
torney Schnapp told the New York Newsday newspaper.
He declined to say when the samples would be given.

The three men were at the Kennedy mansion early on the
morning of March 30 when a guest, a 29-year-old woman. al-

leged she was raped.

Police have identified Smith, 30. a medical student at

Georgetown Unitversity in Washington, as a suspect. Smith has
denied he "was involved in any offense.”

A court can order a suspect to turn over samples, but

Schnapp
Sunday

said Smith "will voluntarily comply.” A message left
with Schnapp's law firm was not immediately re-

turned. and no one answered the phone at his Key Biscayne

home.

minutes Sunday at
Donovan said.

tioned by investigators for about 30
is home in Suburban Washington.

“The offictal from the Palm Beach Police Department indi-
cated that neither Sen. Kennedy nor his son Patrick is a sus-
pect in the investigation”. Donovan said.

Donovan said police did not seck any bodily samples from

the senator.

Patatrick Kennedy, 24. a member of the Rhode Island leg

islature, was not

present at Sunday's interview, He met with

Pﬂuﬁnmhphnemwmwnmhturﬂq. Donovan said.

The woman who said was raped was taken to a Palm Beach
h:.al‘ul about 10 hours after the incident. Semen, hair and
C

ng samples taken from her

Newsday reported Sunday.

are now with pelice,

wmmmm.



