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from different .
Informed sources said
some organised gangs of mis-
creants were carrying on these
nefarious activities to procure
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Pests attack
mangroves

April 5
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district will fall this year 1

sion meetd
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diets to the prisoners, patients
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NETRAKONA

Railway station
reopens
From Our Correspondent

April 5 : The Minister for
Communication Col (Retd) Ol
Ahmed said that the govern-
ment is determined to estab-
lish society free from anarchy
and corruption. He was ad-
dressing a reopening cere-
mony of Challisha Nagar Rail-
way Station here which was
closed during the Ershad

Presided over by Mr Abdul
Karim, MP the ceremony was
also addressed by Mr Nurul
Momen khan, Secretary, Rail-

Division, Mr Lutfuzzaman

. MP and Abu Abbas MP.
The Minister called upon
people to materialise the ide-
als of Shaheed President Ziau
Rahman. .

BARISAL

Rickshaw
purchasing
programme

April 5 : Islami Bank of
Barisal branch has given a
cheque of Taka 50,000 to the
members of 'Al-Faruk Society’
under a rickshaw purchasing
programme for the poor
shawpullers of the district.
hf:ht;'hnn B-lhl:rf ::Ihlhh Ata-

. Manager o ¢ bank,
handed over the cheque on
behalf of the bank.

Some islamic books were
also distributed in this connec-

'BMA executives

April 5 : Annual general
meeting and election of Tan-
gail branch of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA) was
held at its office here recently,

BSS.

A 2]l-member executive
commitiee with Dr. Mazharul
Islam as President and Dr. Md.
Ferog khan as General Secre-
tary have been elected for the
year 1991-92.

Dr. M. A. Mazed, President
of the BMA attended the an-
nual gencral meeting as the
chief . The meeting was

pres over by Dr. H. R
Khan
KRUSHTIA

Youngman killed

April 5 : One Abdur Razzak
(22) son of Askar Ali of 10. Ti-
tumir Sarak of Thanapara
Kushtia town was attacked by
some unknown persons at
about 11 p.m. Tuesday while

he was back to his
BSS.

He was taken to Kushtia
General Hospital with severe
injury where he died late at
night_

Postmortem was
TR cng, Gie bomn segiiineed

case
with Kushtia police station in
this connection.

it may be mentioned that
the victim was released from
detention from Kushtia jail a
few days back.
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'‘Bangi’ are stacked in a shop at Eklashpur Bazar in Noakhal.

L

With the advent of summer rural markets are flooded with various seasonal fruits. Here melons popularly known as

— Star photo
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Jamuna now dead : 500 shoals emerge

Sirajganj—Jagannathganj rly
ferry service

SIRAJGANJ, April 5 : Rail-

way ferry services in Sirajganj-

j route remained

disrupted for long as the

river Jamuna has now

lost and become almost
‘dead,’ reports UNB. .

More than 500 big shoals
have emerged in the channel
due to heavy siltation and an
alarming low flow from the
GCanges, making ferry move-
ment totally impossible over
the last three months.

"You can just walk through
the river.” railway sources here
said.

The number of passengers
in the important east-west
railway line connecting Ra-
jshahi region with capital
Dhaka, port city Chittagong
and ether eastern and south-
ern parts of the country has
drastically dropped, the
sources said.

Because, the travellers have
to cross the river at their own
risk and cost in country boats
both during day and night
journeys.

At least 15 dacoities have
been committed on the route
in the last three months, rob
bing the passengers of their
all. official sources admitted.

Passengers alleged repeaited
appeal to the authorities for
remedy had gone in vain.

Concerned officials said
passengers would undergo se-
rious sufferings during pre and
post-Eid rush, il tmmediate
sleps are not taken to press
the lerry vessel into service
Officials at Paksey told visiting
UNB correspondent that the
meagre [low of Ganges (Padma)
had caused serious water prob-

= A

Housewife beaten
to death

JHENIDAH Apr 5 : A
mother of five ehildren was al-
legedly beaten to death by her
brother-in-law at Kalamankhal
under Jhenidah Sadar upazilas
here Tuesday, reports UNB

Family sources said the in-
cident occurred when the
victim Hindal Begum (32) wife
of Bisharat picked up a quarrel
with her mother-in-law on
collecting cowdung.

AL one stage ol their quar
rel. Jahidul the brother-in-law
of Hindal Begum, struck her
head with a lethal weapon
causing her instantaneous
death.

The body was sent to Sadar
hospital for autopsy. A case has
been filed with local police.

3 injured in
road mishap

GAHBANDHA Apr 5:
Three people were injured in
two separate road accidents in

Gobindagany upazila of the dis |

trict over the last two days,

. cluding

lems in the river's vast basin
streiched over the north and

northwestern districts.
Farmers in these areas in-

-Kushtia, Bheramara,
Iswardi, Lalpur, Rajshahi,
Bagha, Charghat said they were
helpless in a serious irrigation
erisis at this crucial stage of
standing high yielding variety
(HYV) of paddy.

The irrigated rice has be-
come the main annual food
crop in these areas. -

The Padma, once popularly
called "kirtinasha” for its dev-
aslating surges, now looks like
a desert with a vast expanse
sands sparkling in the burning

~sun of Chaitra.

Only a narrow steams now
exists near the. Hardinge
Bridge due to continued
dredging for averting total clo-
sure of Bheramara-Paksey ferry
L ['Hhh'lng. ’

The water level {s falling by
about seven centimetre a da}n
officials said. due to unilateral

control of the at
the Farakka barrage and heavy
withdrawal by pums at this
peak of the dry season.

Water Development Board
sources said water level at
Paksey-Hardinge Bridge was
4.70 metre in February and
three metre in March. In the
corresponding period last
year, it was 7.11 metre at the
same point. :

The North Bengal Paper
Mills at Paksey may have to be
closed due to lack of water
which is pumped into it from
the ncarby Padma. )

The Mill Manager told UNB
the authorities in the mean-
time had invested Taka 62
lakh since last Angust till
February for dredging the
ehannel that brings water from
the river into the mill. The
mill requires 1100 tons of wa-
ter daily.

In the wake of water

scarcity. the mill authorites

\}’ith a few days remaining in hard to complete Eid shop-
ping, shoe, an important Eid item is in high demand in
rural areas. A shopkeeper decorating his shop with

ﬂiﬂ_ﬂf shniﬂ in Comilla.
28 cluster
houses blown away

village

From Our Correspondent

PATUAKHALL Apr 5 : A cy-
clonic storm completely de-
stroyecd 28 houses out of a total
35 at the cluster village
Tikhana Dari Baher Char' of
Galachipa upazila under Patu-
akhall district and left
hundreds of people homeless.

The roofs of the huts were

blown away.

Belore realising vi-
olent whirlwind has blown
away then ogly shelter a hut on
a piece of land allotted to them
by distriet revenue administra-
tion o sustain thetr Bves and
livelihood. A few months ago
they got these cot s do-
nated to them being ss

by the order of the then gowv-
ernment 0 fulfll the dream of
clustez village. But at the whim
ol nature they were made
homeless again.

One imfant and an old

woman was serfously injured as
pillars colla on them.
They were tted 0 local

hospital. A reltef team headed
:yh UN.O., Calachipa Mr,
ushil Sarkar distributed
rice, wheat, kerosene and
potatoes among the affected
. ALDM. and AD.C. (Rev)

of Patuakhali rushed to the

disrup

ted

arpg thinking about sinking
deep tubewells (DTWs) as an
altcrnative. But it's a too big
project for the management 1o
allord as, he said, it would cost
an estimated Tk 2.5 crore.
Thé water crisis, mainly
blamed on siltation and the ab-
sence of any agreement be-
tween India and Bangladesh
for the last three years for re-
lease of due share of water
through Farakka, has also seri-
ously hit the Ganges-Kobadak
(GK) Project, the largest irri-
gation project in Asia,
stretching over four districts.
Official sources said the to-
tal area of i ted farm land
under the GK project has
squeezed by about 40 per cent
due to shortage of water sup-
ly. |
; Projeet . officials infermed
that 5,400 cusec water used to
be supplied daily to the 3.5
lakh irrigated field in 11 upazi-
las of Kushtia, Magura,
Jhenidah and Ch dis-
tricts. Only 60 per cent water
is now being managed with
great difficulties, trrigating 2.1
lakh acres of land.
They said four d
been engaged for dredging the
Padma to continue the project
at a cost of Taka one crore.
The officials cautioned that
the project might have to be
closed in future, if water level
decreases at the current rate.
Informed sources said the
Indian authorities manipulate
102 out of 114
Farakka barrage diverting wa-
ter to feed a large hydro-elec-
tric project at Darjeeling. be-
sides irrigation and navigation
purposes.,

693 tons wheat
allotted for
9 projects

MYMENSINGH, Apr B5:
About 693 metric tons of
wheat have been allotted to
implement nine projects un-
der Food for Works Pro-
gramme in Sadar upazila of the
district. reports UNB.

According to official
sources, 146.5]1 metric tons
were sanctioned for Gagra |,
92.41 MTs for Char Nilowkhia
. 38.49 MTs for Bayra, 56.00
MTs for Khakdhor, 145.80
MTs Borochar, 58.22 MTs for
Akua, 38.21 MTs for Austad-
har, 41.72 for Kushtia and
76.10 MTs for Char Isardia
wions.

Tk 11.39 lakh
sanctioned for
18 projects

FENI, Apr § : Government
has sanctioned Taka 11.39
lakh to implement 18 ts
in Chhag upazila of the
district during this financial
year, reports UNB.

According to

health and family planning
programmes.

had.

gates of -

!

official

Of the injured, two were
admitted to the
Orthopaedic Hospital and
Manikgan| Sadar hospital in a
critical condition.

Witnesses said the clash
ensued when a Chhatra League
worker, Babu joined JCD on
Monday.

Two seriously injured vic-
tims were identified as Bazlur
Rahman (28), health officer of
Horirampur Health Complex
and Motiur Rahman (38), =
leader of Dhaka Minibus work-

ers unfon.
Sherpur

Separate cases were filed
with local police.

Sherpur Correspondent
adds : Jatiyatabadi
Dal district unit and its stu-
dent. Wing Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal arranged a discussion
meeting held at the district
unit office of BNP in Sherpur
recently.

The discussion meeting was
presided over by district unit
acting President Mr. Abdur
Razzak. The Meeting was ad-
dressed by Secretary General
of district unit, Advocate Saiful
Islam Kalam, and Chattra Dal
leader. Mr Abdul Awal Choud-

hury.
The speakers wished a long
life and good heath of Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

Dhaka

bro

recently.

The discussion meeting was
presided over by district unit
President, Abdul Wadudo. Joint
Secretary (zila unit) Shajahan
Ali Chashi, O Secre-
tary ., Mr. Zaynal Abedin, zila
unit member, A. T. M. Jahangir
Hossain and the convener of

Bangladesh i Chhatra
Dal i:zlla co ng committee)
Mr. Shafiqul Islam Mizu spoke

in the discussion meeting.

After the ifter a procession
was brought out from which
paraded town streets chanting
slogans for immediate release
of former President H. M. Er-
shad.

Madaripur

Local unit of Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
t out a procession and

different roads of the
town recently.

The processionists urged
the government to expedite
the trial of former President
Ershad.

A meeting was held at
Shantinagar square in the
town. The meeting was
presided over by JCD district
President Jahander Ali Jahan
and addressed by local -
ernment Nazimuddin College
Murad Hasan and Kishor Ku-
mar Mandal. ’

Crimes galore
in Narail

From Our Correspondent

NARAIL. Apr 5 : Law and

order situatien thro ut
Narail has been deteriorated

It is that one Sha-
hanara (17) ter of Abdur
Rouf of Balarampur village un-
der Sadar u was merci-
lessly slau to death
after in the

mﬂnmnmmm the
bamboo cluster behind her
house.

In this connection a case
was filed with Narail police.
'Nnm: was arrested upto re-

On March 12 in the mid-
night a daring dacoity was
committed in two jewellery
shops owned by Binoy Mallick
and Golok Mallick and in cloth

stores of Amrita Lal and Suku-

mar Paramanaya at Mulia Bazar
under Sadar upazila and the

dacoits decamped with gold
ornament's and valuables
worth Taka 50,000. The same
night the dacoits looted away
gold ornaments and cash
worth Taka 37,350 from the
house of one Subodh Kumar
Biswas at Mushuri village near
Mulia Bazar. ,

A case was registered with
Narail police.

The police arrested one
Mojon Shaikh (30), of Ufirpur
village under Narail Pourashava
in this connection.

One Sujoy of Shaliarvita vil-
lage of Mutia Bazar received
serious injuries and died in a
bomb blast while dacoity was
being committed in the said
gold shops in December last
and four persons were ar-
rested on charge of the da-

coity.

A gang of miscreants on
March 13 snatched a way Taka
5.400 on daggers t at Ka-
mar Beel road from Anath
Bandhu on his way back home
at Ujirpur village under Narail
Pourashava.

A case was lodged with

" Naratl police.

Besides a daring dacoity was
commitied in the house of Dr.

Adhir Kumar at Birgram village
under Sadar upazila and the
dacoits took away goods worth

On March 16 in the evening
Sarajit Kundu and Sujit Kundu
of Kamlapur village under
Sadar upazila were robbed of
Taka 2.000 on their way back
home from Madrasa Hat. Be-
sides two thefts were commit-
téd in the house of Lal Mia and
Nimai of Kamlapur village.

On March 16 an armed da-
coity was committed in the
house of Shaheb Ali of Bahir-
gram village under Sadar
upazila and the dacoits de-
camped with gold ornaments
and valuables worth Taka
92,453.

The police arrested Nabir
Hossain(25) and Mochon
Biswas (30) of the same village
on charge of the said dacoity.

Meanwhile, on March 19 at

. a daring dacoity was commit-

ted in the house of one Jojdev
Kundu of Hatbaria village under
the Pourashava.

Mr. Ali Hossain, Deputy
Commissioner, Narail, visited
the places of eccurrences and
he called upon the law enforc-
ing agencies to be serfous o
bring under control the law
and order situation.

Irrigation hamEred

| 2000 tubewells out of

order in Thakurgaon

From Our Correspondent

THAKURGAON: About 2000
shallow tubewells in Thakur-
gaon sadar, Pirganj. Baliadang).
Haripur and Ranisankail upazi-
las under Thakurgaon district
have gone out of order.

Under different special
credit programmes and own
programme. branches of loan
giving agencies had sold about
6000 shallow tubewells (STWs)
and low lift pumps here
the farmers on eredit, during
the last few years.

There was an agreement
between the STWs  drilling
contractors and the borrowers.

As per ment the contrac-
tor wumm spare parts at
the time of delivering the
STWs and give post ser-
vice. But they not do the job
rather drew servicing bills
from the bank in collusion
with bank officials, debiting
the loan accounts of the bor-
rowers.
AL present, out of 380
tubewells in 'IHI.'"\. —ﬂm
rative
over
lem. As carly last year, ':n

DTWs were sold out to the
Grameen Bank. But in the face
of strong resistance by the
farmers. the Grameen Bank
could not take possession over
the DTWs. As a result, about
6000 STWs have been sold by
the traders to different upazi-
las of the distriet.

On the other hand, the low
lit pumps which had been
supplied, a few years back on
credit are also out of order due
to non-availability of spare

parts.

10 farmers injured

in clash

SHERPUR, Apr 5 At least
10 people were injured, six of
them serfously in a clash be-



