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Parliament urged to save and instal nation in a dignified position

The Fifth Parliament in its inaugural session Friday.

Shahabuddin tells JS to find

— Star photo

way

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on Friday
told the Jatiyo Sangsad
(parliament) that he wants to
be relieved of his responsibility
"at the earliest” to avoid any
dichotomy in running the gov-
ernment.

In his inaugural address to
the fifth Jatiya Sangsad. he
called upon the elected repre-
sentatives to resolve promptly
"the constitutional problem”
about transfer of power and his
‘reversion” to the office of
Chief Justice of Bangladesh.

He said, the cabinet that
has been formed after the
freest and [airest parliamen-
tary election "in the last 20
years of our history” is a "party
cabinet” and he is the "neutral
interim president.” "The cabi-
net will consider issues from a
party angle and | would do it
from a neutral angle. Hence it
is essential for me to leave be-
fore any eonflict of opinions
has emerged”, he told the
Sangsad.

The Acting President sdid
his principle task was to hold
parliamentary elections within
three months following his as-
sumption of office when the
former government relin-
quished power at the conclu-
sive phase of the movemcent

for his exit

A Staff Correspondent

“for restoring democracy after
unscating autocracy”. The

election process which started |

on January 10, 1991 is now
over with the opening of the
fifth parliament, he noted.

In his address. Justice
Shahabuddin narrated the so-
cio-economiic situation prevail-
ing in the country. He drew at-
tention of the elected repre-
senlatives and the new gov-
ernment to the hard facts of
socio-economic life in "one of
thc poor countries of the
world” "to save and instal the
nation in a dignified and
honourable position".

In an emotion-choked
voice, he detailed out various
measures taken by the interim

government for holding free

and fair election. At the same
time, effective steps were
taken to tackle the most
pressing and immediate
administrative, economic and
other issues including
allegations of corruption
against the lunctionaries of the
former government. jail riots
and freedom of the press.

He said he intended to
carry out the needed reforms
in the judiciary of the country
during his short tenure but the
shortage of time limited

See Page 10 Col. 1

Drastic cut in unproductive spendings and import needed : Acting President

99 pc funds for development budget
come from foreign assistance

Acting President Justice Ehhnbuddin addressin
4 ment Friday. .

g Parlia-
— Starphoto

Star Economic Report

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed in his in-
augural address on Friday to
the fifth Jatiyo Sangsad
(Parliament) stressed the need
for a drastic cut in unproduc.

The quantum of foreign aid in
1973 budget was 74 per cent
and the degree of dependence
went on rising over the years,
In 1989-90, 99 per cent of
funds for the developing bud-

import.. . get came {pom w aid and

of haxury items to reduce the
current heavy dependence on
external assistance.

He drew the attention of
the Sangsad to the critical
economic issues facing the
country.

The budget deficit in 1990-
91 will further escalate be-
cause of shortfall in revenue
receipts and additional ex-
penditures for payment of 10
per cent dearness allowance to
the government employees
and repatriation of about a
hundred thousand

Bangladeshis from Kuwait, he
said

The Acting President noted
that attempts to reduce de-
pendence on féreign assis-
tance failed in the past ycars.

GENEVA. Apr 5: US forces
will withdraw from Iragq soon

re going to pull out
. | can’t give you a definite
but it's not conditioned

,iJS will pull out of Iraq

and it offered a amnesty
to Kurdish :
“Iraq has totally crushed all

the acts of sedition and sabo-
tage in all the citizen of Iraq.”
the ruling Revolutionary
Command Council (RCC) an-
nounced in a meeting chaitred
by President Saddam Hussein.

Amid mounting interna-
tional concern over the Kurds,
the RCC, quoted by the Iragqi
news agency, sald it was offer-

an amnesty to Kurdish
rebels, except for those who
had carried out acts of
“premeditated murder, rape
or theft.”

Reuter reports say: Saddam
Hussein discussed the sup-
pression of Kusdish rebellion
with senior aides today, the of-
ficial Iraqi News Agency (INA)
reported.

It said the meeting of the
Revolution Command Council
(RCC) was briefed by Vice-
Chatrman [zzat Ibrahim on the
return of security and stability
to northern towns and arcas
after the speedy and total col-
lapse of the gangs of thieves

and agents.

Ibrahim, Saddam's Number
Two, took charge of crushing
post-Gulf War revolts by
Shi'ites in south Iraq and
Kurds in the North.

INA the RCC may
have also discussed the UN
Security Council's Gulf cease-
fire resolution, saying the
meeting covered regional and
international developments.

it gave no details.
has yet to aceept the UN reso-
lution which would strip Iraq
of long-range missiles, chemi-
cal and weapons and
impound part of its ofl rev-
enues o pay war reparations.

In New York, France, Britain
and the United States pressed
the UN Security Council to
adopt a resolution today de-
manding Iraq should stop its
military onslaught against
Kurds.

The three countries also
want Baghdad to allow humani-
tarian groups into Imgqg, to reach
those In need of help after
President Saddam Hussein's
forces crushed an uprising

only one per cent could be
provided from domestic re-
sources.

He pointed out that the
surplus in the revenue budget
in 1989-90 stood at only Taka
0.38 billion compared with
Taka 10 billion target. The
revenue Income was Taka
67.78 billlon while revenue
expenditure increased to Taka
67.40 billion in the last fiscal
year. The share of domesiic
resources for the development
budget was marginal.

About the budgetary outlook
for current fiscal year. the
Acting President said the pr-
jecled income in the revenue
budget was Taka 80.5 billion
against an estimated expendi-

See Page 10 Col. |

Reazuddin Ahmed

The inaugural session of the
Fifth Parliament differed from
previous ones in many ways.
The hively show on the first day
Mriday appeared to augur well
for the rest of the session. Yet
the division in eclecting the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker,
departing from the tradition of
unanimity, marred the spirit of
cooperation between the
Treasury bench and the oppo-
sition. The division came as a
fait accompll because of the
insistence of Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina for
it despite Khaleda Zia's re-
quest to withdraw the candida-
ture of Salahuddin Yusuf

it was anybody's guess why
Sheikh Hasina opted for a de-
feat fully knowing the strength
of the BNP in the House. [t
scemed that the ego domi-

See Page 10 Col. 4

Over half of
MPs newcomers

Fifth
Parliament are newcomers.

Reliable sources say at least

146 MPs out of 200 elected

from general seats are for the
first time.

Tributes to
martyrs of
democracy

The Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament) Friday paid
tributes to 106 persons who

PSC report shows
dismal picture of

unemployment

By Staff Correspondent

The Annual report of the
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission (PSC) showed a
dismal picture of he country's
unemployment situation.

The report sald the number
of educated applicants for the
Superior Serviee posts was
rising every year while the
number of vacant posts is be-
ing reduced. PSC's annual re-
port was made public on

See Page 10 Col. |
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Division, walkout mark
- opening session

By Staff Correspondent

The fifth Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament], which met on
Friday had two ltvely sittings
with all but a few of the mem-
bers present.

The election of a new
speaker and a new deputy
speaker took an unusually long
time since the Treasury
Bench and the Oppositions
failed tg corfie to a consensus
and there was no option but to
go for a second sitting.

The session began in a very
jubilant mood. The members,
elected in free and fair polls
following the mass upsurge of
1990, looked confident about
institutionalising democracy
which was destroyed in the
last nine years of autocratic
rule.

The Awami League (AL) MPs
were in their traditional pa-
jama-'Mujib coat'. Sheikh
Hasina, Leader of the Opposi-
tion was wearing a yellowish
Saree.

Begum Khaleda Zia, Leader
of the House, were an ofl-white

jamdani’ Saree. Before the
quorum bell stopped. mem-
bers of both the benches ex-
changed greetings.

The inaugural sitting began
with Shamsul Huda Chowd-
hury, Speaker of the dissolved
parliament, in the chair. Witty
Chowdhury was able to draw
attention of MPs by his re-
marks.

The Speaker v =id hardly |
start the business of the House

when four MPs including
Sheikh Selim of AL, Nurul Is-
lam Moni, an independent,
and Fazle Rabbi of Jattya Party
stood up simultaneously on
points of order. The Speaker
was quick to rule out their
points of order but JP mem-
bers staged a walkout to
protest the detention of three
of their leaders — deposed

President HM Ershad, former

Vice-President Moudud

Ahmed and former minister
Mahmudul Hasan.
Rafiqul Islam Mia, BNP MP

See P!F 10 Col. 7

Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man

you are likely to kill by rash
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Abdur Rahman Biswas, the
newly elected Speaker.
— Star pheto

Speaker elected
breaking
tradition

By Staff Correspondent

Abdur Rahman Biswas and
Sheikh Razzak Alf both belong-
ing to the BNP have been
elected Speaker and ty
Speaker respectively of the
fifth parliament.

The House was set in a divi-
sion to elect the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker breaking all
tradition and precedence in
the parlamentary history of
the nation. The division was
called for, when the opposition
party Awami League proposed
the names of Salahuddin

Yousuf as speaker and
Asaduzzaman as depuly

speaker against the BNP can-
See Page 10 Col. 7

Shamsul Huda Choudhury:

Goodbye to the longest...

serving Speaker.—Star photo ~
Longest-serving

Speaker retires

By Staff Correspondent

Shamsul Huda Chowdhury
retired after being in office for
six years as Speaker when the
fifth Parliament elected new
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas.

Famous for his with and
humour Chowdhury told the
members of parliament ‘this
marks the beginning of your
journey, and the end of my

See Pafc 10 Col. 8
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