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I smell rat

A rat had inadvertently sneaked from the

here had there do invite roaches and redents.
a trap had been set. the rotten bloated
heavens.
Bad odours in houses in Dhaka are not un-
n. The flush of the bathrooms in Dhan-
mandi, Malibagh and such places will occasion-
ally refuse to function. Then the stench that
ensues in embarrassing, specially if there are

When
body soon stank to high

visitors.

Even you might have to pay a small

rice. to use public tollets in Europe is easy.
But such prubﬁt refreshing rooms are nonexis-

by Fayza Haq
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shand's official
* and “Charlie” as {f they were going
out of fashion. This happens even when they
t to buy a pen refill, or cotton "saris”
for the maids for Eid.

The inviting

gatherings. they pour

smell from the bakeries are a
temptation. One tends to forget
one's battle of the bulge., and goes in for the
yummy cream and chocolate covered pastries,
or the unavoidable chicken patties, when sim-
ply going home passing these shops. Similarly
hops along Green Road and Dhan-
mandi, and not just the ones in New Market
and Old Dhaka. have disastrous impact on the
waistline. You can smell the inviting flavours,

tent along that mads | have visited and passed and just as chocolate has been scientifically

The

been proved to
soothe the

sight of the
stray mangy
dogs and cats
nosing around
these dumps
can upset you.
The maids and
the houseboys
emptying the
household rub-
bish anywherc
is no pleasant
sight. They add
to the smell by
carelessly

dumping the

garbage anywhere on the roadside instead of

the fixed bins.

if you should have the mischance of passing
the garbage collecting half -open trucks you
have to hold your nose, as your rickshaw glides

by it

The little sacking-covered carts taking away
the remains of the slaughter houses, again, are
unpleasant items that one must navigate
through. between one’s routine trip between

| and Dhanmandi.

The fish carts, arranged by the govern-
ment, are also something that you may try to
avoid. {u:t as the open butcher's shops along
Central Road or Mohammedpur or even New

Market.

But not all the smells in Dhaka are revolting
or unbearable. Sometimes as you pass the rick-
shaws around Ramna Park you encounter men
'Fnlng by smelling of expensive women's per-

umes. Our middle classes have got on to after-
shaves and colognes. but have somehow got
mixed up along the way. and use "Opium” or
“Fidgi” as well, as can be detected by the seent
doing the necessary shopping

Market, or even Hawker's
Market, ope comes across the strong whifl of

limes,
’ﬁm

"Old s " or "Denim”.

As the young ladies, the housewives, who
have limited entertainment apart from the hu-

"Khabarer Kagaj" |

sued

Managing Director of Janata
Bank M. Hayatur Rahman has
lodged a case with the Press
Council against weekly "Kha
barcr Kaga|”. says a Press
releasc, reports UNB.

In his case Hayatur Rahman
ried an article titled "White
paper of corruption-2. ne
mercy for crime” in its issue
on February 21. 1991 which

damaged his honour and pres-
tge.

He said the article was
meant to defame him and that
he had lost his reputation in
the country and abroad

offer.

nerves, so do
the odours and
laste of
“roshogolla” and
“jelapies”.

As for the
smell of the
"kebab-nan,”
and "biryani”
that assail the
nostril while
you are at work,
in some dumpy
moth-eaten of-
fice in the city,
you could go
quite grumpy
having to suffice
with dry sand-
wiches to keep
the cholesterol
and calorie

count down. These shops dot the Dhaka road-
sides and one can
"Cokes” from behind curtains in Ghousia and
New Market even during

One of the fondest memories of my youth is
the smell of my mother's baking
sene oven. She made plain butter cakes and
peanut cookies but | believe, even today, that
perhaps heaven has nothing more tempting to

get the smell of biscuits and
Ramzaan.

in her kero-

As for the frying, basting and cooking smells

that emanate from the kitchen during
Eid. | doubt that anyone can remain aloofl and
unaffected by this.

At times the "biryani” smells from wedding

Iftar and

and "aqgiqa” occasions from under "shamianas”

odour

might appear overwhelming, but it is not an
you dislike, although there is undoubt-
edly a glut of it during some seasons.

Another smell dear to my heart is that of
turpentine which you get as you enter some of
the ‘rooms of the Institute of Fine Arts. This
applies, | believe, to anyone who has dabbled
in paints in one's youth.

The sense of smell has such a powerful im-
pact that | know of a young woman lingering

on to a useless boyfriend simply because he

Rabane "

was cunning enough to use a seductive "Paco

10 pc representation of
women in cabinet urged

BNFP MP Prol. Jahanara
Begum, elected from the re-
scrved seats in Parliament on
Monday said they would de-
mand |0 per cent women rep-
resentation in the Council of
Ministers, reports UNB.

She was giving her reaction
to the media after taking oath
as member ol parliament
Monday morning.

Another MP Farida Rahman
said that she was very happy at
the rare coincidence in the
new parliament where the
Leader of the House and the
Leader of the Opposition in
parliament were both women.

"We (women) don't want to
dominate (male) but | feel
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proud at this rare coinci-
dence”, saild smiling Farida
who has become MP for the
third time. She was also the
member of Parliament in 1973
and 1979.

Khurshid Jahan, eldest sis-
ter of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zid, was among the 28
BNP MPs who took oath on
Monday.

Jahan toild a questioner that
she does not like to be known
by any other name except as a
BNP worker.

Mrs Rizia Islam, wife of Dr
Azizul Islam. Acting Chief
Medical Officer BUET. died of
cardiac arrest at the Diabetic
Hospital on Monday. She was
48.

She left behind one
son, one daughter and a host of
relations to mourn her death.

She was burited at the
graveyard of Shaheed
Intellectuals at Mirpur. Her

Gul Khwani will be held on
Thursday at 22/ BUET
Stall Quarters after Asr prayer

5 00 Opening and recita
tion from Al- Quran.

5-15 Recitation from Geeta

5-20 News in Bengall

5-30 Cartoon film: Abotte
and Castellow

5-55 Mahe Rarmzan

6-30 Natan Din: Prog-
ramme based on
population control

7-05 Nazrul's songs

8-00 News in Bengall

R-45 Drama sertal Aoyomoy

10-00 News in English.

10-30 Pl Daughter of the
country

11-15 Khabar / The News

11-30 Closing

Concern over
harassment of

Prof Mannan

By Staff Correspondent
Al-haj Abdus Samad Azad
and Kazi Aliul Islam Ukil,

President and Joint Secretary

General of Bangladesh Gana |

Azadi League, in a statement
on Monday expressed concern
over the harassment of former
Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof. Abdul Mannan.

In a statement to the press
on Monday the leaders de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment to those responsible for
such activities.

They urged all to resist
such activities unitedly and
maintain a peaceful atmo-
sphere in all sphares of life in-
cluding educational tnstitu-

tions.

Punishment to
killer of Nafia
demanded

Teachers, students and em-
ployees of the Economics
Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity Monday demanded judicial
investigation and exemplary
punishment to those respon-
sible for the death of Nafia
Kamal Gazi by April 15, reports
UNB. '

Nafia, a brilliant student,
was killed in a tragic road ac-
cident at Mouchak square on
March 29.

The demands were made at
a condolence meeting held at
the Economics Department
Monday morning with Dr Mo-
mtaj Uddin Ahmed, Chairman
of the Department in the chair.

It was addressed among
others, by Prof Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Prol Wahiduddin Mah-
mud, Dr Abul Barkat, Nafia's
relative Roufl Chowdhury and
Begum Rouf, classmate Masud
Ali, Syed Masud Hossain and
Nazmun Nahar Ratna.

The meeting over, teachers
and students brought out a
mourning procession on the
campus.

Meanwhile. the Qulkhwani
of Nafia will be held today
(Tuesday) at her father's resi-
dence at 5/A, New Circular
Road.

Garments workers
hold rally
In City

Nearly 200 workers of a
garment [aetory brought out a
procession in the city on
Monday demanding immediate
reopening of the factory, re-
ports UNB.

The processionists voiced
slogans in support of their
demands and paraded the
streets before dispersing the
factory premises at Shantibag.

Comtrade Apparels Ltd, a
concern of theé Beximco, was
declared lock out on March 17
following uneasy situation
arising out ofl dismissal of 10
workers by the management.

The workers termed the
dismissal as "fllegal” and al-
leged that the authorities were
trying to resort to coeercion to
suppress union activities.

Since the closure, the
workers were observing sit-in

demonstration in [ront of the
lactory to press home their
demands.

One killed in
road mishap

An old man was killed on
the spot when a bus dashed
him down on Dhaka-Tangail
road in Kallakoir upazila,
Gazipur Sunday night, accord
ing to police. reports UNB.

Eye-witnesses said the vic-
tim, Abed Ali (65) of the same
}.:pul::mwls knocked down
rom nd by Tangail bound
Dhaka bus while he was cross-
ing the road.

The driver,
with the vehicle.

however. (ed
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Plea to repeal cultural commission report

Hasina urged to help make

radio, TV autonomous

An eight-member delega-
tion headed by Faiz Ahmed,
convener of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote (Combined
Cultural Alliance) called on
Sheikh Hasina, Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad and President of
Bangladesh Awami League, at

u Bhaban in Dhaka
Monday afternoon, reports
BSS.

The delegation sought sup-
port and cooperation of the
l.eader of the Opposition in re-
alizing their 11- point de-
'‘mands.

The demands include with-
drawal of anti-people Cultural
Commission report, repeal of
Drama Performance Act, 1876,
Film Society Act, 1983, and
Press and Publications Act to
ensure freedom of expression.

Other demands include
declaration of radio and tele-

vision as in-dependént au-

tonomous organisations in ac-
cordance with the demand of
the Radio and Television Shilpi
Goshti and supported by the
political parties, democratisa-
tion of Bangla Academy,
Shilpakala Academy and
Shishu Academy through leg-
islative reforms, repeal of
National Museum Ordinance,
1983 and introduction of a
new ordinance, setting up of
National Theatre and a new art
gallery.

Welcoming the delegation,
Sheikh Hasina appreciated
their role during the anti-au-
tocracy movement. She ex-
tended her party's full support
to the charter of demands of

the jote.
The Awami League
President pointed out that

these demands were part and
parcel of the anti-autocracy

movement and that she would
continue to support them for
early realisation.

Faiz Ahmed told the Leader
to the Opposition that the
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote
would stand by the November
joint declaration of the three
political alliances to make par-
lifament sovereign and ac-
countable to the people. The
jote also congratulated Sheikh
Hasina on her becoming the
Leader of the Opposition.

Senior Awami League lead-
ers including Abdus Samad
Azad, Abdul Mannan, Sajeda
Chowdhury, Tofael Ahmed and
Amir Hussain Amu were pre-
sent.

The delegation included
Ramendu Majumder,
Nasiruddin Yusuf, Mamunur
Rashid, Ataur Rahman,
Jamaluddin Hussain, Malfidul
Huq and S. M. Solaiman.

Mrs. Rahmat Ara Husain, wife of late National Professor Atwar Husain handing over a
cheque of Tk. 2 lakhs to Professor M. Maniruzzaman Miah, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Dhaka on Monday in order to establish "National Professor Atwar Hosain Memorial Trust
Fund" in the University.

~ JCD leadership

may be recast

By Sohel Manzur

Hectic move is on to infuse
new leadership in the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
through holding of its national
conference in early May.

Possible candidates for
fresh leadership of the JCD are
now keeping themselves en-
gaged in maintaining liaison
with the leaders and members
of the organisation in Dhaka
and other parts of the country.

They are also having close
contact with the influencial
leaders of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) of
which JCD is a student wing,

According to JCD sources,
there are as many as six candi-
dates to fight for the posts of
President and General
Secretary of the organisation.

Vice-President of Rajshahi

University Central Students

Union (RUCSU) Rizvi Ahmed,
General Secretary of Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) Khairul Kabir
Khokon and JCD Joint
Convener Fazlul Huq Milon
may contest for the presi-
dency. sources said. DUCSU

Assistant General Secretary
Najimuddin Alam and central
leaders Illas Ali and

Quamnzzaman Ratan are keen
on the GS post of the JCD.
they added.

DUCSU VP and JCD con:
vener Amanullah Aman, MP
will not retain his leadership
in JCD.

A recent meeting of the
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Light rain likely

Light rain or thundershower accompanied by tempora
gusty wind likely to occur at one or two ph:enpﬂnvg
Chittagong, Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra. Kushtia. Khulna and
Jessore. Weather is likely to remain dry else®here in the

country. Day temperature likely to remain nearly unchanged.

Rain and thundershower occurred at many

places over

Chittagong and a few places over Khulna division on Monday
Rainfall recorded at Srimongol 22 millimeter, Sylhet 78
millimeter, Feni 36 mm., and Sandwip 40 mm. Day

lemperature rose by one to three degree Celstus

in most

places. Highest temperature of 38.6 degree Celsius was

recorded in Jessore.

Outlook for subsequent two days

: Little Chll‘l#

Outlook for another five days : Weather likely to improve.

Temperature and humidity of some cities

recorded on

Monday :
City Temperature in Celstus Humidity
max min 9 am 6 pm
Dk 32.7 22.8 .y F':"'.'i
Chittagong 31.2 21 78 70
Rangpur 28.5 21.56 ol 80
Sylhet 32.6 18.2 92 87
Cox's Bazar 3l 21.5 73 ]|
Bogra 33.5 22.8 83 72
Rajshahi 38 23.6 9l 41

JCD Convening Committee de-
cided to hold its national con-
ference in early May. But the
date may be shifted, insiders
said.

Last conference of the or
ganisation was held in
December, 1989. The execu-
tive body elected through that
conference continued its
tenure till March 1989, when
the executive body was dis-
solved and the present
convening committee was
formed following conflict in
JCD central leadership.

JCI at present has so far 78
political district units
throughout the country. Rep-
resentatives from these units
will attend the central confer-

ence in Dhaka to elect their
leaders.

It may be pointed out that
conferences in the JCD dis-
trict units must be completed
before the national conference.
Commenting on the issue, a
JCD leader said the central
conference might be shifted
since conferences of most of
the district units
held till then.

State Minister for Religious
Alfairs Prof. M A Mannan.
Manday called for making the
Waql Administration more dy
namic and welfare oriented.
reports BSS.

He sought cooperation of
the concerned people in this
regard. He was visiting the
Bangladesh Waqf Office here
Monday. The Waql Administra-
tor informed the State Minis
ter that there were one lakh
50 thousand 593 Wagqf estates
in the country of which 13,200
are cnlisted with the Waqfl
Administration

Religious Affairs Secrctary
A.ZM. Shamsul Alam was also

present.

The State Minister later vis
ited the Mirpur Mazar and of
fered fateha there. He ex-
pressed his happiness to see
varfous development projects
there, B

Prol. Mannan was told that
income from the Mazar from
1987 10 1990 was Taka one
crore 41 lakh 48 thousand 418
while Taka 80 lakh 21 thou
sand 274 were spent for con
struction ol mazar, mosque,

may not be |

Donation to set up
Atwar Hussain
Trust Fund

A cheque for Tk 2 lakh was
handed over to the Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka University
on Monday to institute a trust
fund in the name of late na-
lional Professor Atwar Hussain,
reports UNB.

Begum Rahmat Ara Hussain,
wife of late Atwar Hussain,
handed over the cheque at a
simple ceremony Monday
morning.

Late Prof Atwar Hussain
served In the Commerce
Faculty of Dhaka University and
was also a member of the
Planning Commission.

The trust fund will be
named as "National Prof. Atwar
Hussain Memorial Trust Fund",

Interest accrued from the
donation will be utilised for
giving scholarships to students
of the four departments of
Commerce Faculty and also for
meeting incidental expenses of
its Doctoral candidates.

Vice Chancellor Prof. M.
Maniruzzaman Miah while
thanking Begum Hussain re-
marked that such donations
will help to preserve the au-
tonomy of the university and
also to encourage higher stud-
ies and research.

The ceremony was attended
by the Pro-Vice Chancellor.
Treasurer. Dean of the Faculty
of Commerce and Chairman of
the Departments of the faculty.

Plea to make Waqf
admn dynamic

minar and gate. Besides Taka
ninc lakh 703 were spent for
the madrasah and erphanage
adjacent to the mazar.

Farewell p;rty

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) hosted on
Monday evening an Ifter party
to bid farewell to Mr. Achin
Roy. special correspondent of
Press Trust of India (PT1)
based in Bangladesh, reports
BSS,

Roy. after completing his
five-year tenure in Bangladesh.
is going back to his head
quarters on Wednesday .

Seminar at BUET
A seminar on “co-operating
knowledge based system”
organised by Computer Centre
of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Tech
(BUET) will be held today
(Tuesday) at the universi
seminar hall at 10.30 am. :
S. Misbah Deen, Professor of
Computing. Science and
Director, Data and Knowledge
Engineering Centre, University
of Keele, UK. will deliver a

woelure on  co-operating
knowledge based systems.

Anniversary of -
Justice S M
Hussain's

death today

By Staff Correspondent

The fifth death anniversary
of Justice Syed Muhammad
Hussain will be observed today
(Tuesday).

In this connection, Quran
Khwani and milad mahfil will
be held at the residence of Be-
gum Syed Muhammad Hossain
at 38, Dilu Road, Moghbazar,
Dhaka.

Justice Hossain was an em-
inent Judge of the Supreme
Court who was fllegally re-
moved by Former President
Hussain Muhammad Ershad
under Martial Law. His removal
from the judgeship of the
Supreme Court was protested
by the Bar Associations all over
the country. His boldness for
the independence of judiciary
and his unquestionable honesty
and iniegrily and his learned
judgements made him famous
in and outside the country.

Justice Hossain was Chair-
man of the International Law
Association and Amnesty In-
ternational, Bangladesh Branch
and was also the Chairman of
the International Commission
of Jurist, Bangladesh Branch
and attended several Interna-
tional Law Conference in dif
ferent countries of Asia. Eu
rope and America. He was also
Honarary Secretary and one of
the founder of the Bulbul
Academy of Fine Arts and the
then Pakistan Arts Council
After his death a book "Banglar
Katha™ wrilten by Justice Syed
Muhammad Hussain was pub
lished in Dhaka.

2 Bangladeshi
children get
awards 1n
Ankara contest

The works of two children
from Bangladesh won awards
in the Fifth International
Ataturk Children's Art
Exhibition which are being or
ganized in every two years with
the aim ol strengthening love,
friendship and [raternity
among children of the world.
says a Press release

More than 5000 works
from 28 countries were sent to
the Exhibition

Wahida Nasrin Tumpa (7)
and Md Mostafizur Rahman
(15) won the awards

The prize giving ceremony
will be held on April 5 in
Ankara State Gallery of Fine
Arts and the awards of the
winners who will not be able to
attend the ceremony will be
handed over to the representa
tives ol their Embassies in
Ankara

New body of
BCPFA

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh-China People's
Friendship Association
(BCPFA) formed its new ex
ecutive committee advisory
council and the national coun
cil for 1991-92 on Sunday at
its biennial general meeting, a
Press release said

Journalist Sadek Khan and
Advocate Shamsul Jalal
Chowdhury, was elected
President and Secretary
General of the association re
spectively.

Ataur Rahman Khan,
founder President and ex
Prime Minister and 37 others
were elected chiel patron and
patrons respectively

Abdul Memen, ex
Ambassador was elected as
Chairman of the Advisory
Council! with 37 others ‘as
members.

Women should
work together
for development

Bangladesh Women's
Congress, at its Independence
Day programme recently.
urged women's organisations
to come forward for develop-
ment of womenfolk, says a
press release.

The Congress congratulated
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and Sheikh Hasina.

Badrunnessa Abdullah was
the chiel guest while Hazera

Nazmul presided.

Hamida Rahman, President
ol the Congress sald women
should work together with
men for development of the

| country.



