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Muchkund Dubey in his
opening statement mentioned
the initiatives taken the late
President Ziaur man to

strengthen bilateral coop=ra-
tor,

He said that the late rFi=si-
dent's initiative on forming the
South Asian Association for
Regional Coo tion (SAARC)
WaS Now a ty.

Zia said that she was
also looking forward to meet-
ing Indian Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar and other
leaders at a time to be fixed
later.

The talks between Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and Spe-
cial Envoy Muchkund Dubey
began at 11 am. and lasted for
about 20 minutes.

Foreign Secretary Abul Ah-
san, Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Mahmood Ali, Bangladesh
High Commissioner to India
Faruq Ahmed Chowdhury and
indian High Commissioner to

K. Srintvasan were
present on the occasion.

Machkund Dubey congratu-
lated Khaleda Zia on the vic-
tory of her party in the parlia-
ment elections and presented
her a bouquet of flowers.

Dubey meets FM

Earlier Foreign Minister A.
S. M. Mustafizur Rahman
asserted Bangladesh's position
on the sharing of the Ganges
waters with India. He made
the assertion during talks with
Indian Special Envoy
Muchkund Dubey.

Mustafizur Rahman also in-
sisted on the inclusion of the
guarantee clause in the water
sharing agreement that had
been dropped by the Ershad
regime.

The talks were held prior
to Dubey's scheduled meeting
with Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia.

The Foreign Minister also
stressed on resolvi other
outstanding issues which he
said would help develop beticr
relations between the two
neighbouring countries.

During the talks special ref-
erence was made to the trans-
fer of Tin Bigha corridor, de-
limitation of marttime bound-
ary. repatriation of tribal
refugees and land demarcation.

Dubey calls on
Irrigation Minister

Later the Indian Special
Envoy also called on Irrigation
Minister Majedul Hague and
discussed bilateral issues.

After the discussion the Ir-
rigation Minister told news-

Dubey- Hasina
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Bangladesh border Dubey par-
ried the question saying, "the
matter 48 not on his agenda
this time."

The Foreign Ministry of
Bangladesh prior to the dis-
cussion wanted to provide offi-
cial | to Sheikh Hasina
and asked her whether they
would send any official from
the Foreign Ministry. But the
Awami League president did
not ask for any official from the
Foreign Ministry.

The discussion which was
originally scheduled for half an
hour continued for about 45
minutes.

Corruption
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President Ershad undmnf_

his ministers. !
The partial report submit-
ted to szentuklsa
allegations have so far been ex-
amined out of several hundred
nuﬁudbrtt,
The allegations included
about 200 against the
President and another 30

ﬂrﬂt his 'ﬂ&. Begum Raw-

Reserved seats
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choice.

The petitioners prayed for
-tssuance of a Rule Nisf on the
Election Commission for
holding elections to the re-
served seats before all mem-
bers-elect had taken oath.

men that a secretary-level
mee between India and
will be held in the
last week of April to initiate
talks on the sharing of water.
He said that the
Bangladesh side considered it
a positive step to solve bilateral

e agec
: | Haque said that he

had informed the Indian For-
eign Secretary that the flow of
water through the Ganges
basin this year was less than it
was |ast year.

Muchkund Dubey said that
he would into the mat-
ter an his return to New Delhi
and instruct the authorities to
take necessary measures.

Gulf security
system

Indian Foreign Secretary
Muchkund Dubey has said that
the post war security system in
the Gulf region, adopted by the
big powers, would have an
'implication’ on all developing
countries.

He made the remark when
talking to newsmen at the air-
port prior to his departure for
New Delhi Sunda :

He said that mum
eral matters, he had discussed
other issues including the
post-Gulf war situation.

Dubey said that the post-
Gulf war situation might affect
north-south general relations.

He said that he also shared
experiences gathered from his
recent visits to Moscow and
the United States with his

h coun

He said that the security
system in the Gull region
should be assessed for b
back a balance of power in this
region.

Dubey said that he talked
with the Bangladesh side about
the resolution on the Gulf to be
adopted on Monday next by
the UN Security Council.

He said the resolution
which will contain 26 {tems
and 60 articles will be the
‘mother of all resolutions,’ to
be addpted in future.

On Indo-Bangladesh bilat-
eral relations, Dubey said that
he had discussed bilateral dis-
putes including water sharing,
transfer of Tin Bigha and the
tribal refugee problem.

~ Earlier esh Foreign
Secretary Abul Ahsan also
briefed newsmen on the visit
of the Indian Foreign Secre-

Ahsan said that during dis-
cussions stress had been laid
to strengthen the bilateral re-
lations through a dialogue.

He said that they also dis-
cussed the post war Gulf situa-
tion and security arrangements
region and the per-
ceptions of Europe and the
Soviet Union regarding the

Gull
During their 45-minute

talks the two Fore Secre-
taries also discu interna-
tional and political issues re-
lated to the interests of the
two countries. Additional For-
eign Secretary Mahmud Al
was also present during the

e

yesterday. Story on page 2.
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Bangladeshis “overwhelming
dependence® on the donor
community not only for aid but
also for formulation of eco-
nomic policy reforms as a na-
tional “disgrace”.

It was one of 29 task forces
sct up by the government in
January to examine the critical
socio-economic issues facing
the country and to recommend
policy options to overcome the
snags.

The Task Force on relations
with development partners
reccommended at least five
specific steps by the govern-

mant to strengthen meaningful
cooperation between
Bangladesh and the donors.
The steps included: (1)
Closer links between the ex-
perts at policy-making level
and the political leadership.
The main initiative for policy
reforms should come from
within the country through a
clear and cal presentation
of "our own thoughts and
ideas”, instead of policy pre-
scriptions coming from the
donors. Planning Commission
should prepare the Country
Economic Memorandum for
the annual club meetings not
merely as a reply to the points
raised by the donors. The

Policy reforms vital

memorandum, analysis and
presentation of the issues
there, should be upto the
standard and quality of the
World Bank. Planning
Commission may constitute a
nel of experts, rising of
st professional hands both
within and outside the gov-
ernment, for the purpose.

(2)  The representative
government should avoid tak-
ing mere populist moves and
should instead adopt real wel-
fare-oriented measures which
may not appear populist.

(3) There should be in-
built arrangements within the
overall economic management
framework to tackle any ex-
ceptional pressures on the
economy, originating from cir-
cumstances such as the oil
price shock and the Gull war
so that the country does not
become excessively dependent
on external aid to cope with
such crisis.

(4) Mere availability of aid
should not be the reason for its
acceptance. The needs of the
country in the light of its clear
development priorities should
be the sole consideration for
acceptance of any aid, and

(5) Easy and ready accep-
tance of the conditions and
terms which are attached to

L

Thousands of vehicles came to a halt around New Market in Dhaka in the wake of a ci between pnli__

aid programmes by the donors
has been the major weakness

of country’s external aid man-
agement in the past. Such a si-
tuation can be overcome only
through raising the levels of
skill and quality among devel-
opment administration offi-
clals) and effective guidelines
from political leadership to
the concerned officials.

The Task Force stressed
that a viable long-term strategy
should be adopted to attain
self-reliance. Productive asset-
building activities, generation
of more domestic resources,
development of human re-
sources and improved admin-
istrative efficiency for overall
economic management should
be accorded the highest prior-
ities.

Reviewing country's exist-
ing state of dependence on ex-
ternal aid, it said that dis-
bursements of aid averaged
seven to eight per cent of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Annual commitments and dis-
bursements stood at 1700
milllon US Dollars and 1300
million Dollars in the eighties.
External aid funded 72 per
cent, 64 per cent and 65 per
cent of total investment pro-
grammes under the three suc-
ceasive five year development

for donors’ trust

plans respectively in the post-
independence period. About
19 per cent of annual export
receipts are now needed to
service external debt burden,

it said.

The Task Force stated in its
report that esh’s cre-
dentials with the donors

eroded largely because of the
failures by the fallen regime to
utilize aid effectively, improve

economic efliciency and fulfil
its commitments and pledges
given at the annual consortium
meetings,

It noted that not necessarily
all the conditions of the
donors were bad or harmful for
the country. But, the initiatives
for such policy reforms should
have come from within.

The members of the Task
Force were: A M. Ejajul Haque,
Joint Secretary, ERD. Dr.
Debopriyo Battacharjee af
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS),
Syed Jamaluddin, Joint
Secretary, ERD, Begum Sadeka

Shafiullah, Deputy Secretary.

ERD, Dr Mustafizur Rahman,
Assoclate Professor,
Accountancy Department,
University of Dhaka and Dr. M.
Shorabuddin, Executive
Director, Bangladesh Bank.

Azad Kashmir Assembly
dissolved

ISLAMABAD, Mar 31: The
prime minister of Pakistan's
semi-autonomous state of Azad
Kashmir dissolved the legisla-
tive assembly on Sunday and
scheduled fresh elections for
July 2, reports AP.

Mumtaz Rathore's govern-
ment was the last outpost of
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's left-leaning Pakistan
People's Party.

Rathore, whose weak coali-
tion has been besieged by a
strong right-wing opposition,
said he hoped elections would
give his People's Party a secure
majority.

discussion
Public
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Otherwise, the release of sec-
ond tranche of the credit is

higtl:r uncertain, the meeting
no

The meeting. chaired by
Kafiluddin Mahmud, former fi-
nance adviser, asked the NCBs

to realise that issuance of -

bonds to support them is just a
one-time step. The banks must
ensure that such step should
not be allowed to be taken in
future.
Credit recovery courts have
into operation to improve
the realisation of overdue
credit. Steps have also been
taken to exchange credit iil-
formation among the banks to
restrict the defaulters from
taking fresh loans. An amend -
ment to the laws is under pro-

cess.

The meeting asked
Bangladesh Bank to r up
supervision and mmﬁ:‘ the
loan- procedures pur-
lued%y CBs. The Finance
Ministry will bring in struc-
tural and institutional changes

in laws and to help
eradicate mis t in
loan recovery situation, the
meeting decided. ~

The meeting was attended
by Shegupta Bakht Choudhury.
Governor, esh Bank,
Khorshed Alam, Sec-

retary, Ministry of Finance, Dr.
Harunur Rashid, Additional
Secretary, (Banking and In-
vestment), Finance Division,
Abdul Karim, Direc-

- tor, Bangladesh Shilpa Bank,

- —
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sector banks

Ahsanul Hag, g Direc-
tor," Sonall Bank and M. A
Reza, Joint Secretary

(Bangladesh Bank), Finance
Dtvision.

Wage board
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lawyer, in his arguments said
Moinul Hossain, Chairman of
the Editorial Board, Ittefaq
Group of Publications Ltd. can
implement four, five or more
Wage Board awards because
Ittefaq is the biggest group of
publications in the newspaper
industry of Bangladesh, but
many other nmewspaper pub-
lishers in Bangladesh have no
capacity to implement these
Wage Board awards.

Syed Modasser Hossain who
appeared for Secretary,
Ministry of Information and
Chairman, Wage Board, prayed

for adjo the hearing but

. the Judges his prayer

and said hearing would
continue.

The resumes today.

Senior Advocate Khondker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed with
Advocate Joynal Abedin ap-

red for the petitioner,
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad (BSP).

Barrister Akhter Imam with
Advocate Sk. Habib-ul-Alam,
Advocate Md. Khalequzzaman

and Advocate Mozammel
Mehdt for the
respondents, Bangladesh

Federal Union of Journalists .

(BFUJ), 2 Bangladesh
Newspapers Press Workers
Federation (BNPWF), and

Newspapers
NEF).

,and at least

Ms. Bhutto's People's Party,
once considered the country's
most progressive political
party, was relegated to a weak
opposition in the federal legis-
lature and the four provincial
assemblies in last October's
general elections.

The only part of the country
where her beleaguered party
continued to rule was Azad
Kashmir, on India's troubled
northwestern border.

Azad (Free) Kashmir is part
of the former princely state of
Kashmir divided between
Islamic Pakistan and predomi-
nantly Hindu I|ndia in the 1947
partition that ended British
colonial rule of the subconti-
nent.

Azad Kashmir's special sta-
tus protected it last August
when the federal legislature
and the four provincial assem-
blies were dismissed.

Using his constitutional
powers, Pakistani President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan dismissed
Ms. Bhutto and her 20-month-
old government on charges of
rampant corruption and mis-
management that he said had
crippled Parliament.

A broad coalition headed by
the current Prime Minister,
Nawaz Sharif, handed Ms.
Bhutto a stunning defeat in the
polls that followed.

Since her dismissal,
Rathore's government has
been besieged by its right-wing
opposition, which is aligned
with Sharif's coalition. At a
news conference in Islamabad
on Sunday, Rathore said the
experience had been "bitter
and painful.”

Rathore's People's Party
controls only 14 seats in Azad
Kashmir's 48-seat assembly. It
joined with several smaller
parties to form the govern-

ment after last May's electior.
The opposition all-Muslim
conference secured 19 seats
three times
threatened Rathore with a no-
confidence vote.

He also called for compul-
sory military training, report-
edly to protect his state

inst neighboring India,

ch has been trying to crush
a violent secessionist move-

ment in Jammu-Kashmir, its |

only Muslim state.

India routinely accuses
Pakistan of arming and train-
ing militants. Pakistan has re-
jected the accusation, although
Rathore had become increas-
ingly belligerent toward India
with his promise of compul-

sory military training.

Lanka claims killing

COLOMBO, Mar 31: The Sri
Lankan government said Sun-
day its aircraft and ground
forces killed about 100 Tamil
Tiger rebels in the northwest-
ern Mannar district shattering
a flimsy weekend cease-fire,
reports AP.

Military officials accused
the rebels of ambushing a rou-
tine mine-clearing patrol in
Saturday’'s battle. Sources close
to the rebels charged that the
Army broke its pledge to sus-
pend offensive operations, and
sent {ts troops on a search-
and-destroy mission.

The rebel sources said
more than 50 guerillas and 28
soldiers were killed. Officials
of the Joint Operations Com-
mand said only that 34 sol-
diers were wounded. Officials
on both sides spoke on
condition of anonymity.

According to AFP : An Army
spokesman said, an army pa-
trol ran into a Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
ambush at Veepankulam in
coastal Mannar district
Saturday triggering the battle.
“We rushed reinforcements.
Helicopters were also uséd to
counter the attack and we
killed over 100 terrorists”, the
spokesman said.

He corrected initial reports
which said 20 soldiers two
officers were missing in ac-

tion, saying 30 soldiers were
wounded in the surprise en-
counter.

Opening session -

From Page 1 Col 2.

The Daily Star on Sunday at
her office said constitutional
provisions will be examined
before taking any decision in
this regard. Besides, she said,
her party will discuss the issue
with opposition leaders before

Parliamentary Party select
candidates for the niﬂce:ﬁ;l}
speaker, deputy s T,
whip and whips on April 3.
Replying to another ques-
tion, whether BNP will request
President Justice
oy the ::nknr f sy
of par-
m”m Zia said that
her party has not taken any

100 more Tigers

"The LTTE too got rein-
forcements but helicopters
were used to neutralise them”.

A rival Tamil group. the
People's Liberation Organisa-
tion of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE).
said it intercepted LTTE radio
messages Sunday which spoke
of 11 LTTE fatalities in the
latest incident in Mannar
district.

Dhamrmalingam Siddar-
than, leader of the PLOTE's
political wing, said LTTE
commanders in Mannar made
radio  contact with Jaffna,
further north. to report the
capture of wcapons alfter
killing or wounding over 20
soldiers.

IG warns police
of punishment
in failure to

curb crimes

The Inspector General of
Police Sunday ordered a strong
anti-crime drive across the
country and warned police of-
ficlals of “punitive measures”
in faflure to curb crimes, re-
ports UNB.

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury,
addressing fortnightly meeting
of senior police officials, spe-
cially directed for strengthen-
ing police patrol in the capital
to prevent increasing inci-
dents of snatching, car lifting
and other erimes.

He warned that in failure to
stop snatching, departmental
action would be taken against
the concerned Officers-in-
Charge (OCs) of the metropo-
lis, according to a press re-
lease issued by the police

The IGP also asked district
police officials to launch allout
measures on an emergency ba-
sis to contain snatching da-
coity and other crimes in rail,
road arid reverine routes.

He noted that positive re-
suilts had been achieved in the

DMP drive earlier

nst car lifting in

the city asked it to con-
tinue it

The review meeting on

crime situation held at the po-
Hce was attended
by all Inspectors-
General of Police, DMP
Commissioner, DIGs and other

The IGP's warning came In
the wake of rising crime
across the country, specially in
the capital, where snatching
has become a regular phe-
nomenon both at day and night
in the transitional period.

gents

office yesterday, official sources said today.

claiming themselves as second leutenants told distriet

government parishad chalrman Samiran Dewan that
would devote themselves in development of Chittagong

Tracts, reports BSS.

Honour hopes of
VATICAN CITY, Mar 31 :hme John
“th “long-ignored™ aspira-

world on Easter Su to
tions of Palestinians, Le

In Jerusalem, several hundred Chris
cher, built on the sites where tradition

i

Kurds to exist in freedom.

crucified and buried. reports AP.

20 killed,

FrumPl;:lCul?
dent says: A severe Nor'wester

swept over Dhaka and
Manikgan| districts Saturday
killing at least three ns
and over 25

The Nor'wester accompa-
nied by hail storm and rain
also destroyed about 1,000
Kutcha houses and damaged
huge standing crops. A good
number of trees were also up-
rooted during the storm which
continued for about half an
hour.

Of the three dead two per-
sons are from Dhamrai upaszila
under Dhaka district and an-
other from H upazila
of Manikganj district. All of
them were ki ;
Upazila Chﬂmnbil'!g’mmmj,
Alhaj Tamfjuddin Ahmed, on
Sunday confirmed two deaths
in his upazila. Harirampur

Upazila C Taleb Hos-
sain also reported another
lightning death at Latakhola.

He also informed that 25 per-
sons were injured by flying
corrugated tins and tree
branches.

UNB adds from Serajganj:
At least 12 people were killed
and 20 others injured in three
days (Thursday-Saturday) when
Nor'wester lashed three upazi-
las of the district.

uprooted by Nor'westers which
swept over Shahzadpur, Ulla-
para and Sadar Upazila be-
tween March 28 and 30, po-
lice and villagers said.

A. K. Khan
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continued as Member of the

Pakistan Constituent wh \
He pla an important role In
tthuZ';d days of Pakistan in
the framing of the constitution.
In 19568, AK Khan became a
Central - Minister for
Industries, Works, Irrigation
and Power.
Later, he

opposition in

joined the

the

Pakistan. He
active politics but played a
prominent role during the

h War of Liberation.
He left the country to join the

liberation struggle after March
25 in 1971. He lost one of his
b rs and three nephews

during the liberation war.

AK Khan founded the AK
Khan group of industries by
setting up jute, textile mills
and leather He also
built up a huge shipping net-
work.

He leaves behind five sons
and four daughters and a host

| of grand children. relations

and innumerable admirers. His
eldest son Zahtruddin Khan is
el thmhm
Sangsad

of the Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industres.

One of his son-in-laws s M
R Siddiky, a former Minister
and Ambassador.

AK Khan's body will :
flown to Chittagong

yv= s

Mamaz ¢-Janaza al

270 hurt

Shahzadpur upazila,
Moinal(40) and Akbar (28) of

Ullapara and Hasina (30), Sai-
ful (37) and Shahana (7) of
Sadar. )
State Minister for

tion, Flood Control and Water
Resources Ansar Al Siddigl
Sunday visited the affected ar-
eas and assured the storm-hit

people of necessary help.

Ticketless rly
travellers
injure 10

CHITTAGONG, Mar :l:'::

:!.:l t:“uuctlun of —_— mﬂch—
ctless travellers ly at-

tacked general and

staff at raflway
station here this morn

Railway Police sources

reports BSS.

The trouble when a
Chittagong-bou passenger
train from was pro-
ceeding towards the station
and a group of raflway -

ees and genuine trave
tested against some ticket-
travellers who stuffed the

com nts with timber
mﬁua&-ﬂn-mm
way to C

At one

Raillway po
rested four ticketieas trav-

ellers with timber.

Soviet FM
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Chinese Communisi
to go mlhom-lnILm
would be the first trip by
since the



