Dhaka, Saturday, March 30, 1991

Truce in the Gulf

The international community, especially the
West, h:vc reasons to be as Kas pmaill;lc wi;]h
Iraq whose aggression against Kuwait brought
un:lold sufli and financial hardship not only to
the tiny Gulf state but also to a large number of
countries in Asia and Africa, including

esh. The war is now over, much more
quic

than many people had expected, and the
of President Saddam Hussein, down but
out, remains too busy in put down the in-
ternal rebellion. In fact, it has had no time even
to offer the mildest a to the Muslim world.
for that matter, to a country like Bangladesh, for
the harm, the damage, the incalculable financial
loss caused by its senseless war against Kuwait. In
short, Iraq has done nothing so far to earn even
the minimum sympathy ol the outside. world.
Whatever compassion we have, it goes out for in-
.nocent civilians, children and old peo-
ple, now Lzll? to survive ordeal in Iraq.
Taking advantage of the situation, the West
has submitted a draft resolution for consideration
of the UN Security Council, which, if accepted by

the Council and then by Baﬁ!’ldad. will pave the
way for a formal ceasefire in the Gulf war. The US

sponsored draft is unquestionably tough, perha
too tough for the Third World mem of the
Council, the Soviet Union and China to t in

its present from. Both Beljing and Moscow
offered modifications, with Beijing threatening to

abstain during the voting on the motion that may
take place next week.
The-wide-ranging draft resolution relates to

such. issues as the border between Iraq and
Kuwait, the destruction of Iraqi plants for chemi-
cal weapons and missiles, the Iraqi com tion
for victims of its aggression and an em mlign on
the sale of conventional weapons to Baghdad.
Reactions to the draft resolution vary from
lukewarm acceptance to resistance. Again, differ-
ent proposed provisions evoke varied responses.
Under no circumstances, can d be allowed

to run away from the question comllyicnaatinn to
victims of its n, no matter how long it
takes for Iraq to meet this obligation. The dispute
over the country's border with Kuwait must be
settled through negguau:m. The draft resolution
mentions no l;}g about negotiation and, instead,

es the role of demarcating the frontier to the

nited Nations.

The crucial issues in the draft resolution relate
to the destruction of weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq and the arms embargo. Even critics of
Baghdad m:H] e that implementation of these
provisions m create a power vacuum which
a country like Iran will try to fill, a vacuum that
will be very much to the advantage of Israel. Here,
the draft resolution offers one redeeming provi-
sion. As the resolution puts it, "The above actions
represent steps towards the goal of establish
in the Middle East a zone free from weapons o
mass destructions and ballistic missile system."

Arab nations will insist the two processes—
the destruction of Iraq's military might and the
establishment of the zone of peace in the region—
should proceed simultaneously. The real chal-
lenge facing Iraq is, can this devastated country

t a fair deal from the international commu-
nity if Saddam Hussein continues to call the

shots? His very presence on the scene presents a
hindrance and provokes the West into taking a
much tougher line than it should. Someone in
Baghdad should explain this to the Iraqgi leader.

Unmeaning Bulks and
Volumes

There is alarming news from Dinajpur. If
things do not start m in the right direction ,
and soon. 25,000 tons of rice will rot in the local
CSD godowns and be thrown out. This stock was
harvested in 1989 and procured by government
soon after. As the varieties in this stock is not
suited for long storage, the whole lot stands the
risk of degenerating in about a month. The only
way to save it from go total waste is to send
them to various demand points in a matter of
days — and so distribute as to enable early con-

sumption .
ed . And

But that only way is apparently clo
there is no sign that the way would be cleared

before disaster overtakes the stock. To move and
distribute the stock the government needs the
right arrangement of railway wagons. The wagons
are government property and their management
is a a hundred per cent government matter.
‘But in spite of repeated reminders, some of them
a{; a rather high level. the Railway has not so far
obliged.

is incredibly absurd stu&was %ubliahcd by
this journal on Wednesday. One of the headlines
to the story attributes the problem to a shortage
of railway wagons. But inside there is an allegation
of the most serious nature. While no wagons are
forthc to relieve the Dinajpur CSD and save
the rice from rotting — we quote — "a good
number of railway goods-wagons are be sent

regularly to Thakurgaon, Pirganj, Shi gan}.
Setabganj. Ruhea and Panchagarh by the t
'inspector to serve the personal interests of some

businessmen.” This no shortage talk but stinks of
filthy corruption and should be taken up for inv-
estigation and action without a moment's delay.
One problem with big numbers and amounts is
that they mean next to nothing. What is after all
25,000 tons in a country which produces ten
million tons cereals every year ! No one cares.
Well, the price of the endangered stock is Tk 27
crore. To say this bulk 'of rice could feed — to
one's full {illing caFacit — all 120 million
Bangladeshis for one full dyay would be bettef still
ca%cnmprehcnsmn of the looming loss.

e second a];lmblem with hl% amounts and vol-
umes is thal after some time it dulls one's power
. to take in. We are so regularly fed on astronomical

figures of paddy being lost in the fields to s
and birds and in the godowns to rodents and rot-
‘ting — and between godowns in transit to human
pests that at some point we cease to grasp and to
care

If we mean all this to stop and change — we
must insist on the authorities — why 25, tons,
not even a thousandth part of that shall be al-
lowed to rot. And, please sirs, you will see to that,
whatever your name Food or way, Movement

or Storage

e m———— —

EW DELHI : Alter an election which is
the freest and fairest of some 11 polis |

hncmdhqnmttum.tht
electorate in Bangladesh provided no

outright to single party. However,
enough scats to form the first popularly elected
government in nine years. )

Before the poll; political observers had fore-
cast that Awami League might get ty in
the House it could be only g » major-
ity, while the BNP was to come up as a
close second, When the box was opened,
the results did create a surprise with the BNP
getting 140 seats out of 208 where elections
were held, with the poll having been counter-
manded in two constituencies, for the house of
300. The Awami on the other hand could
bag only 85 seats, with Ershad's Jatiya Party
getting as many as 35 seats and the Jamaat-e-
Islami winning 18 seats. Just as few had ex-
pected the BNP to emerge as the first party
within the reach of the majority, hardly anybody
could anticipate Ershad's party getting nearly
double the seats secured by the Jamaat.

What is significant is t both the BNP and
the Awami League got almost the same number
of votes — the BNP 31.44 per cent and the
Awami Le 31.13 per cent of the total votes
polled. At the other end, the Jamaat with only
18 seats got 11.73 of votes, that is,
just a little more than the Jatiya Party which
with |1.69 percentage could ture as many as
35 seats — nearly double that of the Jamaat.

The picture that is that the Awami

c's popularity has declined vis-a-vis the
BNP which has gained to be on a par with the
Awami League; and the Jamaat support base has
not widened at all while Ershad's new entrant
party has got the same number of votes as the
Jamaat-e-Islami though it has bagged almost
double the seats the Jamaat has won.

What could possibly be the reasons behind
these new developments, particularly the set-
back for the Awami League and the accretion of
popularity of the BNP? Obviously, these would
require in-depth ‘probe particularly by the
Bangladesh political leaders themselves. How-
ever, certain tentative observations can be put
forward at this stage. '

For long it was held by many, including both
[riends and adversaries of the Awami League,
that it alone had a network of party organisa-
tions all over the country in contrast to the
BNP's supposedly weak organisations base. Per-
haps this made the Awami League captive of its
own illusion, and complacency must have set in
the management of vote mobilisation. In con-
trast, the BNP candidates were conscious of the
weak organisation of their party. Each of them
this put in extra efforts to manage a con-
stituency-level machinery for the electioneering

A _VIEW FROM OUTSIDE

angladesh should Look Forward Instead of

ing on

the Past

by Nikhil Chakravarty

Special to The Daily Star

More serious has been the sorry state of the
;:t‘y leadership of the Awami . Even a
visit to Dhaka convinced one of the disarray
in the higher echelons of the party. The party
President, Sheikh Hasina Wajed, afflicted by an
inflated ego, has from the very beginning :lrhﬂ
return to Bangladesh and getting the leadership
of the party on a platter, by virtue of being her
lather's dm:zhttr and nothing more, never both-
ered to work collectively. As one learnt on the
eve of the poll and afler at Dhaka, her poll-eve
broadcast over the radio and her first statement
after the announcement of poll results were
both the exclusive products of her own unbal-
anced state of mind without the least consulta
tlons with scnior colleagues in the party. In the

under the thumb of a Big Brother neighbour, and
would certainly not like to be seen as such. This
was a (rait which was strong in Shetkh Mugibur
Rahman himselfl as one would expect from any
lcader of a country just achieving liberation for
its national identity and sovereignty.

it is in this background that the Awami
League leadership with its long association with
democratic forces in India — originating in the
days of the lfberation struggle — has been made
the target to attack by its political rivals at
home. This was compounded wunder
Sheikh Hasina Wajed who had long taken shelter
in India when Sheikh Mujib and other members
of his family were assassinated in 1975 |t s a
complex story how Shetkh Mujibur with his

‘"There is no anti-India feeling as such in Bangladesh. ;ut
Bangladesh with its natural sensitivity would not like to be under the
thumb of a Big Brother neighbour. This was a trait which was strong

in Sheikh Myjibur Rahman ...."

entire process of nomination of party candidates
as also ncgotiations with alliance partners, she
turned out to be more of a lability than an asset
for the Awami League.

There was fault in the line of the Awami
League propaganda, particular the one set by the
party President’'s pronouncements. For one
thing, harping back on who brought liberation to
Bangladesh makes little impact today to the new
genecration of voters who are unfamiliar with the
history of those heroic days. Secondly, the BNP
leadership on this score has an equally impres-
sive record since President Ziaur Rahman and
his army colleagues had distinguished them-
:;hrcu in actual combat for the country’s libera-
Lion.

It wds obvious that the Awami League cam-
paign harped too much on the past — which has
its mixed complexion — while the public temper
at the moment is focussed on Ershad's mis-
deeds.

Has the Awami League lost because it is pro-
India? this i{s an issue which needs to be exam-
ined with care and understanding. Let it be
clearly understood that there is no anti-India
feeling as such in Bangladesh. What is natural

tremendous popular base lost the confidence of
some of his close assoclates that led to his t

end. What is important to note is that those who
had been alienated from Mujib looked upon
Hasina's association with India as proof of her
dependence on New Delhi. It is this line of pro-
paganda that has been exploited to the full by
the adversaries of the Awami League. while
there was little campaign from the side of the
Awami lcague leadership to boldly rebut it

it is, therefore, to be clearly understood that
those who were attacking the Awami League
lcadership for having been truckling to India,
are not necessarily anti-India. On their own,
most of them would like to have close and
friendly relations with India taking into account
their national sensitivity. The BNP leadership
has no doubt attacked the Awami League on this
score in the recent clection campaign, but those
who constitute the leadership of that party, in
cluding many who had participated in the
liberation struggle, can by no means be branded
as India-haters.

Does the rise of the BNP signify the upswing
of Islamic fundamentalism in Bangladesh? On
the face of it, one notes that the Jamaat-e-Islami
lilted for the BNP wherever it could not hole on
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How far Ershad went 1o whip up communal
lanaticism to ward off the challenge of the
democratic forces was seen last yoar, when on
October 30-November 1. he ¢ anti
Hindu communal violence to derafl and sabotage
the mounting mass movement against his dicta
torial regime. The convenient pretext was the
communal violence that had crupted in India In
the wake of the Ram Janmabhoomi :
which naturally udu-n-w-dcx‘:
iims. Ershad calculated that the Jamaat -e-lslamd.
which had joined the democratic upsu e
manding his resignation. could hrL
for the communal vielence Significantly, the
Jamaat leaders were one of the first to denounce
communal viclence. Thelr statement clearly
stated that the minority Hindu community in
HBangladesh must not be blamed for the mis-
deeds of Hindu fanatics agairist Musitms in India
and exposed the communal riots as Earshd's
handiwork. | had it on good authority that in
Chittagong, the Jamaat came out 10 save Mindu
tempies from goondas whipping up communal
violence Incidentally, a number of leaders In
Dhaka, including those of the Jamaat, told me
that they were nonplussed and hut when they
lound that Ershad had been complimented in
Iindia. particularly by peopie in authority in West
Bengal. for having put down the communal riots.
Understandably, they blamed the Indian media
for this wrong impression

it is obvious that communal [anaticism s ex-
ploited in Bangladesh as In India. for political
purposes. Looking back on our record. particular
of the last two years there {s no reason to believe
that communalism has of late made greater
headway in Bangladesh than in India
Communalism poses the same challenge for the
democratic forces in Bangladesh as in India. And
also let it be noted that the outburst of
communal pro nda and viclence in india has
its inevitable repercussions in Bangladesh trying
to undermine the democratic upsurge there.
Undoubtedly, a matter of common concern for
democratic forces in both the neighbouring
countries,

Nikhil Chakravarty (s one of the most re-
spected political columnists of India whose
commentaries appear in many journals in South
Asia and outside. Editor-in-chief of the political
weekly. Mainstream, Mr Chakravarty was in
Bangladesh as a member of the SAARC Observer
team monlloring the February election. The
above article was based on extracts provided by

campaign. It was almost the case of the tradi-

tional hare and tortoise.

and should be understood is that Bangladesh

with its national sensitivity would not like to be

its own, though nowhere was there any sharing
fundamentalism recetved own jounal

of platform. Islamic

the writer from an article just published tn his

HILE Eastern Euro-

pean socialism has su-

ffered a knock-out
blow in Hungary, some people
still cling to their socialist
identity. They are helped by
the memory that in recent
years life in Hungary was
always much freer than in the
nefghbouring countries.

Gyula Thurmer is general
secretary of the Workers Party,
the successor to the conserva-
tive, traditionalist wing of the
former ruling Hungarian So-
cialist Workers Party.

He remains optimistic :
"People ted real changes,
but I don't think they are dis-
satisfied with a collective so-
ciety. People are tired of a
special type of bureaucratic
collective society, but most of
them are not against collec-
tivism as such, or socialism.”

He is not alone. With
54,000 members, the Workers
Party is the largest in Hungary.

Its electoral performance,
however, has been very poor.

The party has no parliamen-
tary representation and at the
local elections, although a
string of former communist
mayors of small villages re-
tained their positions, froni-
cally most stood as indepen-
dents.

More of a political force is
the Hu Socialist Party,
formed by the reform wing of
the old ruling party in late
1989. [t provided the mem-
bers of Hungary's last commu-
nist — albeit reform-minded —
government before multi-party
elections last year.

It has ten per cent of the
members of parliamhent, in-
cluding several former minis-

ters who remain individually
popular, and can command at-

East Europe Produces a Very
Different Socialism

Bob Dent writes from Budapest

A question being widely asked in

post-Cold War Europe is : has socialism really

disappeared? The state of politics in Hungary is of particular interest since for some years
it was much freer than other East Eurepean countries. All six parliamentary parties agree
that a different kind of socialism is emerging with social democratic values.

lention and often respect.

Its socialism is far removed
from what was understood by
the term in Hungary over the
past four decades.

Laszlo Kovacs, former

deputy foreign minister and
today a prominent Socialist

party MP, says : "For us it
means social-democratic val-
ues, such as liberty, freedom,
social justice, equality of op-
portunity, solidarity with the
poor, solidarity with the hand-

icapped.”
Tﬁgc values, in varying de-

grees, are stressed by all the
six parliamentary parties in
Hungary today, sometimes
with a liberal, sometimes with
a nationalist tinge.

The Socialist has not
been able to claim them for it-
self, and at the same time it is
forever being associated with
the "old regime,” however re-

formist its final years.

Kovacs says his party's so-
cialism envisages democracy as
something more than simply a

multi-party parliamentary sys-

tem. He cites public participa-
tion in trade unions, local gov-
workplaces

ernment, and

schools as examples, but ac-
knowledges the difficultics,
given that Hungary has no tra-
dition of a civic society.

Surprisingly, this lack of
public involvement — of a
wider democracy — is also ac-
knowledged by Gyula
Kodolanyl, a founder member
of the ruling Hungarian Demo-
cratic Forum, State Secretary
and political adviser to the
Prime Minister. he is one of
the most influential of Hun-
gary's behind-the-scenes
politiclans.

He says : "What you have in
Hungary is a political elite
which was there for 15 years
in opposition, preparing more
or less consciously for a
takeover. They did not know
when it would come, but they
were fairly sure it would come
some time.”

HHe admits the world elite
has a bad ring, but argues that
wil?hnul su:hgﬁ social laycr the
revolutions in east-central Eu-
rope would not have taken
place.

"I'm not talking about a so-
cial class,” he adds. "I'm talk-
ing about that minority which
was able to develop a political
consciousness under the con-
ditions of communism.”

He acknowledges Hungary's
move to a market economy is
producing social divisions, but
argues that they are not class-
based. Rather, they are divi-
sions of age. Pensioners, on
the one hand, and young, un-
skilled workers on the other,
are being left behind. They are
not the classical divisions
which could lead to a revival ol
socialist thinking.

Miklos, Haraszti, a leading
MP of the Free Democrats,
Hungary's main opposition
party, has slightly diflerent
view, though his conclusion is
the same :

"In post-communist democ-
racies, the typical diviston is
between conservatives and lib-
erals. People vote according to
political. philosophy and not
so-called class positions, nor
do 1 think it necessary, as

_

many do, that after a while
they will change Into a class
representative.”

For him the anti-statist
swing has been too strong for
Hungary ever to return to a
form of socialisth. Yet his
party, like all the others, re-
congnises that with unem-
ployment an unprecedented
100,000 and inflation running
at 30 per cent, something
must be done to protect Hun-
BATY S NCW poOr,

This tension between the
flight from socialism and the
desire to ease social disadvan-
tage produces curfous results.
Haraszti's own party is an odd
mixture of free marketers and
social democrats,

The Social Democrats are
currently in the ascendancy.
Partly this is because in oppos-
ing the center-right govern-
ment the party is adopting a
center-left position. Partly it is
because many leading Free
Democrats, like Haraszti him-
self, are, ironically, former
dissident Marxists, though to-
day all reject any affliliation
with their former beliefs.

Gyula Thurmeér, general
secretary of the "unreformed”

Workers , remains unim-
pressed by the new parties. He
regards them all as represen-

tives of the new bourgeois
order and is happy to stick to
his beliefs. He says : "I, m con-
vinced the idea of socialism fs
not lest Hungary.”

For the time being, how-
ever, it seems that history, as
the Marxists would say, is not
on his side. — GEMINI NBWS.

BOB DENT is a [reelance
journalist who lives and works

in Budapest
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
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address.
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To curb corruption

Sir, Allow me firstly to
congratulate you on bring-
ing out a fine newspaper
seemingly committed to
objective reporting and
sophisticated articulation.
For too long readers in
Dhaka and elsewhere had
to put up with pathetic
construction of the English
language and mind-bog-
gling editing in the English
dailies. Finally we have a
choice. Keep up the good
work | Secondly, | think
you have correctly set your
priorities, as noted in your
editorial on corruption,
published on March 25. It
is imperative that we sup-
port the Prime Minister In
her effort to address the
problems of nation-building

and, as a conscientious citi-
zen, |1 too pledge my sup-
port to fight the pervastve
character of corruption in
Bangladesh.

I am convinced that if
Begum Zia and her gov-
ernment were to punish
elements of the past ad-
ministration (engineers,
businessmen, politicians
and ministers) who en-
gaged In corruption, she
should be able to woo more
volers Into the political
process and return with a
comfortable margin to ef-
fect sitive changes to
establish credibility. Begum
Zla must act now. .

Gulam S. Hussain
Clark Atlanta University

Georgla, USA.

For a filth-free city

Sir. The population of
Dhaka has greatly increased
to the horror of its
dwellers. New-comers have
settled in the old as well as
the new part of the city
multiplying the miseries of
the city dwellers.

Most of the thorough-
fares remain without repair
for quite a long time while
a good number of them are
regularly used as dumping
grounds of g ge causing
enormous health hazards
for the tax payers.

Even In the residential
areas, unscrupulous people
are seen blocking the
streets with heaps of dirt
and filth rendering them
unworthy of use by the
pedestrians as well as ve-
hicular traffic. The bad
odour coming out of the
heaped garbage pollutes
the environment and
people fall easy victim to
various airborne diseases.
Since independence, very
little has been progressed
to remove this standing

Hill

nuisance in many an area.

It can be stated that
germs of diseases bred in
the filth and garbage are
scattered by gusts of wind
and cause infection. The
irony is that sweepers on
the pay roll of the
Municipal Corporation
seem to neglect duties
much. It is equally regret-
table that the ward inspec-
tors appointed by the said
Corporation hardly pay
proper attention to the
problem. As such, the situ-
ation tes.

Most of the city drains
remain blocked with mud
and [ilth. This hampers

easy dis of wasle wa-
ter. The Municipal author-

ity should launch a cleanli-
ness drive every week in
order that the city is kept
tidy and clean.

Md. Atiqul Karim

Zigatala . Dhaka.

Polls and democracy

Sir. The (ranchise
Bangladeshis exercised
lately under a caretaker

_— E

government (upon resigna-
tion of "autocratic regime”)
has constituted 5th Parlia-
ment in order to form 12th
government in the coun-

try’s 20-year history.

Of the five elections. this
one recorded highest voter
turnout (over 70%) and the
most number of candidates
(over 2700) to represent
300 constituencies to 330-
member National Assembly
(30 seats are reserved for
women members). For au-
thentication, polling was
inspected by a number of
foreign observers including
Commonwealth Observers
Group, British Parliamen-
tary Delegations, Japanese
Diet Observers Group,
SAARC non-Government
Observers Group, and
NCOs.

Foreign observers ex-
pressed their positive im-
pressions over the polling
procedure staling “this was
an exemplary election. a
free and fair exercise of
[ranchise by people of

Bangladesh,” a nolably
calm and peaceful atmo-
sphere, orderly and
meticulous procedure vot-
ing.” "the achievement was
a triumph for people of
Bangladesh” etc. Yet, a
number of disappointed
candidates reacted with
allegations of misdeeds in
the polls. Besides, the [act
that persons “facing trial
for crimes” became candi-
dates for membership to
state legislature may be
mind-boggling for a cilizen.

An elector may wonder
why floreign or even UN ob-
servers are necessary lfor a
sovereign state. Neverthe-
less, mere polling for a ,
democralic system may not
justif¥ a democrat's rights,
should the meaning and
praclice of democracy as a-
way-ol-life lack significance
and sanclily in a coun

with over 75% funttltm‘l;z

illiterate people.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road
Mymensingh 2200



