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Dhaka, Thursday, March 28,1991

Human Rights and the Gulf

Distu have emerged from Kuwait
in the past weeks. The Palestine Liberation
Organisation and Middle East Watch, a London-
based human rights organisation, have both
spoken of a systematic campaign of repression

Palestinians, Jordanians, Yemenis and

living in Kuwait. Non-Kuwaitis, whose gov-
sympathetic to Iraq during the
Gulf war, are being picked up by Kuwaiti army
units at check-points and from their homes;
ted to beatings and
East Watch says

out trial; the PLO puts the figure at over 200. Tor-
ture is reportedly taking place in police stations
under army supervision.

All this is happening while the US and other
Western and Arab nations are maintaining a heavy
military presence in Kuwait, bearing a moral, if
not legal, responsibility to make sure that no
vengeance takes place after victory. Furthermore,
the United Nations, which played a leading role
in re-establishing the Emir's authority, carries a
greater burden to ensure the safety and civil

ts of expatriates living in Kuwait. On the basis
?:lcpurts received so far, both are failing in their
duties.

Human rights violations in Kuwait are of im-
concern because of the direct role the

the US played, and continue to play

. But Kuwait {s merely a symptom of a dis-
afflicting the entire region. Violations of hu-
are endemic from Morocco to Iran,

such as Algeria, Egypt and
have been made in recent
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challenge
to impose strict social con-
particularly on women. The massive force
used by Saddam Hussein to keep him-
r is yet another sign that the ve
the region seems to regard human life
expendable commodity.
A total disregard for life's sanctity and disre-
for a man's right to freedom — religious,
political and cultural — lie at the root of the
problem. This denial of rights strikes at the very

dignity of man.
Many had hoped the Gulf crisis would usher in

a new era of enlightenment, of reform and
democratisation. But the tortures in Kuwait and
ughter in Iraq have rudely awaken us to the
reality of the region. It is no longer enough to
look for excuses as to why such a situation exists,
because brutality, whether in the Middle East or
South Asia, should not be legitimised by providing
a historical "reasoning” for it. We do not expect
the UN to meddle in the internal affairs of Kuwait
or Iraq, but if the international community
remains indifferent to the tortures and killings,
then the high moral ground currently occupied
by the UN may become the first true casualtly of
the Gulf war.

e
Nobody's Business

Some of the architectural milestones and, as
such, best kept edifices are graves ol important
people. Calling them mausoleums or mazars and
makbaras or samadhis only reflects a recognition
of the eminence of the interred personality and
of the way man has tried to immortalise him or
her.

Whether it is the celebrated Taj or Sher Shah's
architectural world-beater at Sasaram, graves are
a sad place — their brilliance as a show piece only
enhancing the effect. And the graves and
cemeteries of lesser mortals can only be more so,
what with an ambience shot with stilly desolation.
This can be one reason why people try to make
the cemetery as living a place as those that it
houses are dead. The two contrary things join to
make the — or even, say, Noor Jahan's
tomb — a very remarkably elevating place to visit.

One cannot help becoming a little too
philosophical. :

There is no scope for such beautifully sad
thoughts on eternal resting places il one goes on
a visit to the war cemetery at village Kollapathor
in Kasba upazila of Brahmanbaria district.

In the cemetery lie the remains of 51 freedom
fighters. All of them fallen in action. It will be
hard to find many austere spois of such
importance. More so because the cemetery had
been a result of -purely people's action. No
government order built it. Abdul Mannan, a
resident of the village, donated 65 acres of land
for burying heroes that fell in the battles all
around Kasba. It is sad that no one knows about
this patriot. The villagers on their own collected
bodies, salvaging them from impossible
situations, buried them in Mannan's donated yard.

For many years this continued to attract
hundreds of visitors, most of whom must have
been the martyrs' dear and near ones. It became a
haloed place for pilgrimage. There was talk of
now building protection walls around and then of
seiting up a dak-bangalow. Nothing happened.
Alter nineteen years, there is not even a good
road to the cemetery.

One is tempted to compare Kollapathor with
the war cemetery in Chittagong where some
dozens of World War II heroes lie buried. It is one
of the musts for all new visitors, very high in the
list of things one must do. Why ? Because it is so
lovely. And this is a cemetery 46 years old, and is
maintained by the Imperial War Grave Com-
mission from some 10,000 miles away.

This country's birth was clinched by the
Liberation War. Those that shaped our victory on
the battlefield are first among those that must be
remembered as fashioning this land. Fifty-one of
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those lie in Kollapathor. The condition of the

cemetery there is an infallible index to how we
remember them. Which is in turn a measure of
our awareness of independence. Something holed
in so very important spots.

democratise public life. Lebanon, once an *

rouline in cases of dis-

ted parentage, could
: pate-rnity” testing also
be possible iIn cases where
there were no parents?

The question was asked by a
human-right group in Arge-
ntina, the Grandmothers of the

The Grandmothers are try-
ing to reclaim grandchildren

napped or born in captivity
during Argentina's internal
"dirty war,” in which an esti-
mated 12,000 people died.

Many opponents of the mili-

tary government and many
m:: simply suspected of

I F paternity testing was

grandmothers to Marie-Claire
King, a Berkeley, California,
mathematician involved in
cracking genetic puzzles.

King is a brilliant mathe-
matician and genecticist, who
discovered humans and chim-
panzees share 99 per cent of
the same genes. Other at-
tributes made her eminently
valuable to the thers.

She was a most sympathetic
grandmother herselfl and the
same age as many of the miss-
ing women. Her granddaugh-
ter, Emily, was the same age as
the disputed children.

Furthermore, King had
Latin American rience. In
Chile she had seen first hand
the brutality of the military
which had overthrown
Salvador Allende in 1973.
Student’'s headless bodies
tumed up on the Santiago uni-
versity campus where she

taught.

She agreed to help the
grandmothers identify their
grandchildren and flew to

Argentina. The grandmothers

Grandmothers Find Children

A group of grandmothers in Argentina has been painstakingly trying to trace children born or
kidnapped in the years under military rule when thousands of people disappeared. In the US they
found a woman scientist who is one of the world's leading geneticists. She agreed to help and, work-
ing together, 49 out of a possible 210 children have been identified. Some have been reunited with

has a file of children suspecied

of being the children of people
kidnapped and killed.

be their own hil-

dren. But the children were

now older and one twist in the

was: which children

to which grandpar-
ents?

They followed up every lead
and every rumour as it sur-
faced. They talked 1o neigh-
bours who witnessed the kid-
nappings, relcased prisoncrs,
janitors who worked in deten-
tion centres and midwives who

delivered babies there.
They amassed a tremendous

amount of information on
these children. Often they
knew the time, date and place
of birth, the child's sex and
pame, and they could track the

child's movements. School
stafl would inform the grand-
mothers il a child appeared
with suspect birth certificate
or phony medical records.

King had been working on
trying to identify the genetic
markers which make some
women inherit breast cancer.
Her mathematical skills had
enabled her to map paths
through lamily trees in the
search for hereditary cancer
genes.

For the grandmothers King
at first maiched the Benes in
the immunological system
which identifies “sell® from
"non-sell” (HLA-typing in the
way doctors do when matching
nr&n transplant recipients
with donors. The possibility of
a match by chance is small.

The first case was that of
cight-year-old Paula lo s
Grinspon, with her
parents in 1978, The grand-
mothers were alerted when

Paula was registered for
kindergarten 'ﬁﬂ suspicious
documents.

in this case the grandpar-
ents were known. A child re-
sembling Paula had »
appeared in the home of a
grandmother who had worked
in the detention centre to
which Paula’s parents had been
taken. The guard and his wife
refused to supply blood sam-

ples for the gene matching-
test. “They always refuse.” said

'Enul.n was |ILA- typed, and
so were her maternal grand-
mother and both her paternal

Relatives of Argentina's ‘disappeared’ at a protest meeting

grandparents. Her maternai
parent had died, but his
LA-type was reconstructed by
typing his children.
Paula's HLA-type was very
rare in the Argentina popula-
tion, but it maiched that of her
two grandiathers. King's con-
clusion convineed the court; a

99 .8 per cent that
Laura was the ter of
Elsa The girl was re-

have been HAL-typed and the
results kept on file.

Limitations in the HAL-typ-
ing approach are obvious when
ten grandparents are matched
to one child, as is possible
with large numbers of compar-
isons. In other cases there are
too few living relatives for con-
fident matching. It was obvious
to King she needed a more ac-
curate system. She turned to
mitochondrial DNA.

King's mentor at Berkeley
had been bilochemist Alan
Wilson, who developed the
"Eve Hypothesis.” It holds that
all living humans have a com-
mon ancestor (Eve) who lived
in Alfrica 200,000 years :
Wilson drew this conclusion
studying worldwide differ-
cnces in mitochondrial DNA,
which is subject to very slow

mum-l, El'-ﬂ#i

Mitochondrial DNA |Is
passed on to children of both

sexes only from the mother. It
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'Ugly Americans'Return to Beirut

N American military

helicopter landed re-

cently inside the Ame-
rican Embassy compound in
the Christian suburb of Auker.

On board was the ncw US
Ambassador Ryan Crocker,
who lost no time in getting
down to busingss.

After his arrival, he submit-
ted his credentials to Presi-
dent EHas Hrawi and began a
serics of mecting with gov-
ernment and leader.

The event closed a dark
chapter in American-Lebanese
rclations which had lasted 15
months during the reign of
renegade General Michel Aoun.

Angered by Washington's
refusal to back : him and his
policies, Gen. Aoun sent his
supporters in September last
year to blockade the US Em-
bassy in Auker. But he was un-
prepared for what followed.

Washington pulled out its
Ambassador, then John Mc-
Carthy, and all his 30 Ameri-
can stafll members. Even senior
local stafl were recalled to
Cyprus and the US Embassy
was virtually closed for the
first time since the civil war
broke out 15 years ago.

The Embassy rclocated in

Auker alter the original mis-
sion in Muslim West Beirut
was destroyed in a massive car
bomb explosion in April 1983,

Recent developments
cleared the way for a return of
American diplomacy to this
country. These were the top-
pling of Gen. Aoun in a Syrian-
led military operation in Oc-
tober 1990, and the creation
of a security zone under the
control of the Lebanese Army
and the central government.
Since December, the 250-
squarc:mile area was [ree of all
militias.

Of course, it was not imme-
diatcly known how long Am-
bassador Crocker would stay.
In remarks to reporters after
his meeting with President
Hrawi, the 4]-year-old Ambas-
sador indicated that the re-
lease of American and other
Western hostages would help
bring back foreign diplomatic
missions.

He scrved notice of his in-
tention to give priority to se-
curing freedom for the Ameri-
can captives, believed held by
pro-Iranian factions. How suc-
cessful he will be remains to
be seen.

Mounir B. Abboud writes from Beirut

Mr. Crocker was the chief
political officer at the US Em-
bassy in Deirut during the
traumatic days targelting the
Americans—the attack against
the Embassy, the killing 241
Marines in a car bomb a few
months later, and the begin-
ning of the abduction of Amer-
icans and other Westerners.
He served in the post between
1981 and 1984,

own diplomats back Lo Beirut.
Most diplomatic missions
left aflter West Beirut, where
the main embassics were situ-
ated, fell to the control of
Muslim militiamen in February
1984. The deployment of Syr-
ian troops here three years
later to end militia rule was
nol a suflicient inducement for
the diplomats to return be-
cause scveral arcas, notably the

Politically, the Lebanese government can
find in the US another power to lean on

_ I Rport

The new Ambassador
promised that the US diplo-
matic mission will be in full
operation once the sccurily
situation permits. At anygrate,
his arrival has had psychelogi-
cal, political and material con-
sequences.

Psychologically, it gave a
moral boost to Lebanon during
a sensitive transitional period.
It sent out a signal to other
forcign governments so they
may consider scnding their

southern suburbs, remained
unsccured. Very few hostages
wcere freed.

Politically, the Lebanese
government can find in the US
another r to lean on for
support. The Lebancse press
said in editorials that a re-
newed American prescnce will
mean that the political and
diplomatic ground will no
longer be monopolist by the.
Syrian factor alone. The news-
papers cxpressed the view thal

the American comeback would
loosen Syria's hold over Chris-
tian groups traditionally op-
poscd to Damascus.

One newspaper suggested
that the American Ambassador
use¢ his influence with Chris-
tian militia chief Dr. Samir
Geagea so he may case up his
conditions for completing the
withdrawal of his guns and
gunmen for East Beirut
ol Ashrafiyeh to enable the
Army to take over. :

At the material level, there
was the prospect of American
aid. The Ambassador brought a
promise of American military
assistance to help the govern-
mcnt of President Hrawi wrest
control of the country [rom
private militias.

A Ministry of Defence
spokesman said alter a meet-
ing on December 1 between
Ambassador Crocker and Army
Commander General Emile La-
houd : "The envoy expressed
his government's support to
the risc of a strong Lebanese
Army and American readincss
to provide the Army with
whatcver it may need to fulfill
its national duties.
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Official sources said Presi-
dent Hrawl was considering
making a trip to Washington,
and that the visit was likely to
take place after the Beirut sc-
curity plan is consolidated and
afller the national unity gov-
ernment was formed. Presi-
dent lirawi plans to ask US
President George Bush for re-
construction aid.

The government has dis-
closcd the text of a letter from
President Bush to President
Hrawi which was carried by
Ambassador Crocker. "As
move forward towards fulfilling
pcace goals, the United States
and other friends of Lebanon
continue to s your laud-
able cfforts,” Mr. Bush wrote.

The mise of mili as-
ltllnrmcmmmummd lt:ﬂﬂ'. of
sorts in the US stand. In the
past, the American adminis-
tration insisted that before
new ald could be sent, the Le-
bancsec mment must pay
about US$9 million in old mili-
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
address.

Shortage of water

Sir, An acute water
shortage is being faced by
dwellers in different parts
of the city. With the heat of

the summer quite bear-
able the water shortage

simply adds to the discom-
fort of the city dwellers
who depend entirely on tap
walter.

This is even more terri-
ble in the month of
Ramzan, as people need
more water to clean and do

other things.

It is said that the reason
behind this sudden short-
age of water is that the
level of water in the city of
Dhaka is descending.
Moreover it is the over-
population which the city's
supply of water cannot
cope with. In other words,
the ratio of waler to the
population residing in the

city of Dhaka is just not

~ enough. !

Whatever the reason or
reasons, the problem has to
be overcome.

It is our ardent appeal
that the concerned author-
ities look 'into the matter
and take steps before il is
too late., We just cannol
exist without water.

Rehana Banu,
Shantinagar, Dhaka.

Manhole lids

Sir, It is a common sight
to pedestrians of Dhaka
city, to find a manhole
without a lid. Obviously the
cover was initially there,
some mischiéf-maker must
have stolen it.

Those who steal these,
must keep in mind that
they may also be victims of
their own deeds. For many
accidents do occur due to

———=m

manholes not having any
cover. The accidents
sometimes prove to be fatal
even. For once a person
falls into a deep manhole,
he may die due to suffoca-
tion or presence of poi-
sonous gas there.

Thus it is our appeal to
those who want to make
some small money out of
this 'business’, to please
stop this method and start
thinking of some other al-

ternative what may not be

criminal as well as haz-
ardous.

Wahid Rahman
Mirpur, Dhaka.

Watermelons

Sir, With the coming of
summer, watermelons thr-
ong our market. It is one of
the many favourite fruits of
a Bangalee. It can be had
both as juice delicacy as
well as sliced pleces.

It is liked both by young
and old. The very sight of a
chopped red watermelon is
enough to make one's
tongue savoury wilth de-
light.

The big bulky fruits are
seen piled on each other in
front of a fruit shop or if

the fruitseller is sitting on
a pavement, he has them
piled up in front of him.
But a buyer has the privi-
lege to see the inside ma-
turity of the fruit before he
buys. The reason being that
the more red coloured
ones are considered to be
sweeter. But this chance is
given only on condition
that the buyer must even-
tually buy from that parti-
cular shop.

However, we should not
forget that even though it is
so popular an:item, and so
commonplace, but its price
is someiimes beyond Lhe
purse of a commoner!

t Habib,
%MMDM

Biman in Tokyo

Sir. Friendly relations
are not always based on
economic factors; thatl is
what Biman's resumption of
Tokyo flight proves. Dhaka-
Tokyo route was unprof-
itable for Biman that cost
the budding airlines one of
the liveliest commercial
centres in the worid.

With steadily flourishing
economy, Japan's currency
(Yen) has been growing

stronger remarkably agal-
nst the major ones. The all-
around development of this
Asian country in such a
short time after her defeal
in World War [l that
destroyed two of her big
cities—Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, by American atom
bombs—is unparallel in the
civilised history. "From
ashes to palaces” is what
has virtually been made
possible by the vallant
Japanese who have earned
admirations world-wide by
virtue of their socio-eco-
nomic developments as
well as of generosity. The
booming markets [lor
Ja aflordable tech-
nologies have specifically

been attracting the In-
vestors of all from
around the world and have

transformed their sociely
into a magnificent one.

Naturally, tourists from ev-
erywhere are flocking to
the re-built Land of Rising
Sun to have a glimpse, 0
experience the new nation,
and to explore the trade
relations, at least. Similar is
the tendency of average
Japanese al present owing
to their economic power

tions In the world of travel
and tourism. '

Having had the favou-
rable travel trend, esp-
ecially Japanese travel-
mania, all the major and
many fortune-seeking air-
lines of the world are flying
to and from Japan lately
with very busy schedule
connecting important do-

mestic and international

entering the arena of
flercely competitive travel
trade al this time with her
carrier landing again in

(after 9 long years)
as 26th international
destination. Biman's fleet

of DC10-30 for long routes
should do a good
job now as a in The
Alr", unlike Boeing

707s in the past, as far as
Japan Is concerned. More-
operations may t
help to Bangladesh ich
is fortunately a ll.:tll'
recipient of Japanese :
M. Rahman,

Zilla School Road,

Mymensingh 2200.



