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Mohiuddin denies |
blaming BNP for

bomb attack

By Staff Correspondent
Mr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Additional Secretary,
Monday protested a news item
published in The Daily Star
quoting him as saying that a
particular party was responsi-
ble for the bomb attack on his
i F ".;;-:-.' ; ! ' house m
i i f e He had not directly or indi-
T Y.". n BT rectly made any such allegation

23 granted
honorary
commission
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by Sabah Chnwﬂhur}r

to anyone in this respect, he Those, ted Honorary
said, adding., only the police Commission in the rank of
can who was responsible alter Honorary Captain are
investigations.

Bangladesh Civil Service
Coordination Council con-
demned the bomb attack on
residence of Dr Alamgir. I

.. 4 The council urged the au
thority to punish those re-

. §

sponsible for creating distur- — = = e Bengal, HWE:-uumu
bance in the way of smooth | v . BNP interviewing candidates for 30 women MPs in city on Monday. The party chief | Astzur Rahman. Bengal
functiont [ democracy. Khal headed serviow | i —Star photo Honorary Lie-utenant Md idris
un'.lt:htngll:!nc:frll Secretary of eda Zia the in . - __'|' MMH:MWM}LEWM
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demned the attack and de Munsur AH Hawlader, East

An array of |

An 18th century book on the city of
Delhi, says it most. Describing the Mughal
capital at the time of Ramzan it states: "The
people are overwhelmed by the opportunity
to serve God through penitence and fasting.
The body suffers but the soul is glad. The
hunger pangs are towers of faith within a
Mussalman. Voices are not raised in anger
and eating is confined only to the
disbelievers. But as the azan is heard alter
sunset, Delhi is transformed. The city
becomes joyous and merry, Feasts are held
in every house and shops sell the most
outlandish delicacies which people buy with
greal fervour. The bazar is alive throughout

and continues till another call asks the

faithful 1o fast again.”

Dhaka is not Delhi in many ways but the
spirit is much the same. Ramzan and [asting
is taken very seriously and the rituals ol
eating at midnight, or before sunrise (Sehri)
and breaking the fast at the time of sunset
{iftar), alongwith the regular and extra
prayers are the most ritualised period in
the life of a Muslim. And so in many ways
the city too follows its own rituals and
responds with its individual rythm. But to
most people the period of Ramzan means
days which are divided between Sehri and
Iftar. While the earlier one is completed
mostly at home, the latter has the flavour of
a public feast. And never mind if housewives
and cooks labour over the fire for hours
concocting delicacies not done so much in
other times of the year,

The food items are often common in
many ts of the entire sub-continent.
Fried and boiled chick-peas, grams, and
such items are ecaten in most roadside
shops. But Dhaka naturally has its own
particular flavour in this meonth of the
Muslim calendar at this time.

Onion [ritters are ‘peazu’ ecgg-plant
fritters are 'Beguni', potato fritters are
‘Alori’, and nowadays it is vegetables lining
up to be frittered away. Deep frying is the
essence of this month. Chhola (chick-peas)
and decp frying from the core of the
evening feast but the fast is broken by
having iced fruit juices and other kinds ol
‘Sherbats'. During summer, Ramzan trade in
the ice sector is brisk. It is unusual to see
even children haunched over a large chunk
of ice, breaking it into small pieces and
separating it with sawdust as it prevents
melting. And eventually selling it to thirsty
neighbourhood and learning to be
enirepreneurs.

ftar items await the buyers to take home

But the crown of the feast belongs to
'Halim'. It is said that like Rome 'Halims'
can't be made in a day. A large mix of
lentils, bone, meat [mutton), wheat and
practically all the spices which the orient
can offer is added, in large doses and then
cooked till "something rich and strange”
finallv emerees out of it all. Preserved in
large vats and sold in earthen pots, it is the
ultimate delicacy which remains in the
memory of all till the next Ramzan comes.
Because, although 'Halim' s found in certain
places throughout the year, it just never
tastes like the one sold during the month of
continence.

Once upon a time, the old part of the
city used to be famous for Ramzan food, but
that momopoly is no longer there. Perhaps
the best example relates to that of
Chawkbazar Halim, central point for all
good things to eat. The old city Halim is still
good and the special Ramzan "Tehari”, or
meal and rice cooked together with a mild
sclection of spices is often worthy enough
to go all the way to buy. At Chawkbazar it is
more the atmosphere rather than the taste.

Nowadays, the throne of "Halim" belongs
to "Mama Halim” made at unromantic
Kalabagan. Incidentally it has become so
popular that it has branches all over the city
now. To this group is added "kebabs" of
different sorts, "dahi bara” (cakes dipped in
sour yoghurt and mixed sauces), among the
sweels are the Jilapces (sweetmeats [ried in
sugar syrup eaten hot). The last two ilems
are available all the year round, but like
everything delicious becomes a part of
“Iftari”.

What makes the city looks different too,
are the food stalls, which spring up
spontancously al every roadside and lanes.
Even the big food oullets designs special
'Iari’ packets and the best shops step
outside and pile the foods on a table and sell
poff the street. The signs and boards
proclaiming Lthe excellence is a common
and plcasant sight declaring that the city is
itsell celcbrating with its citizens.

"Iftari" does not last [orever and soon it's
time for "Tarabi” (prayers of Ramzan). Male
devotees move towards the neighbouring
mosques, and women lay out the prayer
mats at home. Dusk and prayers quietly
move into darkness and the faithful waits
for another day of fasting with a joyous
anticipation. A day of abstinence and
restraint to end with an evening of release
shared with family and relatives.
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manded immediate action of
the government so Lthat the
persons responsible are taken
o task immediately
Bangladesh Economic
Council also condemned the
unpleasant incident and de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment to the criminals. Dr

Alamgir is also the President of
the Council.

| ] PN PN
PROGRAMME
Rotary Club Meet

Regular weckly meeting of
the Rotary Club ol Dhaka North
West followed by Iftar at the
courtesy of Rtn. S. Alzal
Hossain and Ann Hasina Afzal
will be held tomorrow
(Wednesday) at their residence
at House No. 3A, Road No. 18,
Banani, Dhaka.

Somoy Gosthi

The Somoy cultural organi-
sation has chalked out elabo-
rate programme lo celebrate
the Independence Day on
March 26. It includes discus-
sion meeting, to be presided
over by Jahirul Islam Rumi,
President of Somoy, cultural
function and holding of an {f-
tar. All programmcs will be
held at the organisation's office
at 6/1, Naya Paltan.

Greetings to

Khaleda |

The leaders of Dhaka Cily
_orporation Karmachari

Sangsad Sunday hailed Begum
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh llasina
for becoming Prime Minister
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament respectively, a
press reclease said, reports
BSS.

President of the sangsad
Khorshed Alam and General
Secretary Shamsul Haq
Bhuiyan said that the role
played by both Begum Khaleda
Zia and Sheikh Hasina in the
anti-autocracy movement and
for establishing democracy
would be ever remembered by

The Acting President,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
on Monday appealed to all sec-
tions of the people to put in
their hard and sincere labour
to translate the dreams ol the
martyrs of the Liberation War
inte reality by making

Bangladesh a prosperous coun-

try, reports [35S5.
Addressing the Inde-

pendence Day award giving
ceremony at Bangabhaban here
Monday morning, the Acting
President said the martyrs had

| not only dreamed for achieving

political freedom, but also for
development of the socio-
economic conditions of the

toiling masses.
Justice Shahabuddin earlier

formally awarded "Swadhinata
Dibash Purushkar” -90 to Prol.
Aminul Islam and Mohammad
Yasin for their commendable
contributions in the fields of
science and technology and
rural development and cooper-
atives.

The function was attended,
among others, by members of
the Council of Ministers,
members of the Acting
President's former Council of
Advisers, MPs and high civil
and military officials.

He said the practice of
science has not become the
part of national cultare In our
country, adding that although
it was essential for mecting
the demands of our big popu-

lation in this context, the
Acting President said the
indigenous technology was

essential for increasing pro-
duction.

The Acting President con-
gratulated the two recipients
of this year's Swadhinata
Dibash Purushkar. He said such
recognitions are not only to
honour the persons but also to
widen the collective welfare of
the society.

He handed over a gold
medal and Taka 25 thousand
cach to the recipients.

Prol. Aminul Islam, who re-

fields of science and technol-
ogy was born in 1935 in
Comilla district. He joined the
Dhaka University as a Lecturer
in Soil Science in 19566 and
obtained his Phd degree from
the United States in 1962,

During his career, Prol
Islam held different posts iIn
the Dhaka University and
worked as Consultant to the
World Bank and the United
Nations. He was also the
General Secretary of Science
Pevelopment Society and con-
tributed greatly to the devel-
opment of his ficld. Ile has to
his credit about 100 works,
published both at home and
abroad.

He attended many intéma-
tional symposiums and semi-
nars

Prof. given

Islam was

Science yet to be a part of
our culture: Shahabuddin

President's Award fer his re-
scarch in agriculture in 1979,

Mohammad Yasin, who was
given ' Swadhinata Dibash
Purushkar' this year, was born
in 1935 in Comilla,. a common
villager, Mohammad Yasin
established a small cooperative
soclety in  his village
Kashinathpur-Balarampur in
1960 with a capital of only
nine anna. His “Deedar
Cooperative Society”™ earned
both national and international
recognition for becoming the
most successfiul cooperative
society in the country. Without
taking any donations from
outside, Yasin's cooperative has
now a capital of Taka one crore
fifty lakh.' He was given Ramon
Magasaysay Award for his con-
tributions Iin rural develop-
ment in 1988,

Meat prices decline,
rice static

By Staff Correspondent

Upward trend in prices of
most essentials in city markets
continued, while prices of
somwe items like rice, meal and
brinjal declined compared
with the prices a weck ago.

I'rices of wvegetable and
pulscs, particularly which are
usced for iftar, rose. Gram, a
common ftem for {ftar, is being
sold at Tk. 18 to Tk. 20 a kg
while two weeks ago it was
sold at Taka 16 to Tk 18.

The price of lemon has in-
creased sharply. Four lemons
on Sunday sold at Tk. 10 to Tk
12. Before Ramzan it was only
Tk 4 to Tk. 5.

Prices of different types of
fish increased on an average by
Taka 500 to 600 per maund
over the prices 15 days ago.
Small and medium-size hilshas
are being sold at Tk. 5 to Tk.
10 more.

The prices of meat have de-

clined. Beel was sold on Sun-
day at Taka 50 a kg while mut-
ton was al Tk, 80 to Tk 90
per kg,

Prices of other items in-
cluding rice, motor, khesari
remain statie,

Mustard oil and soyabean otl
now sold at Taka 56 and Tk.
33 respectively. It was Tk. five
and one taka morc than previ-
ous rake.

Prices of rice did not risc
further because as the gov-
ernment has started open
market sales (OMS]) to help
maintain stable prices.
Medium quality rice was sold
Sunday between Tk. 13 to Tk.
15 a kg. The coarse varicties
were sold at Taka 11 to Tk. 12.

, Prices of toilet soaps have
increased. Lux, Lifebouy, Rex-
ona and Cosco now cost onec

taka more.

Bengal and Honorary Lie
utenant Abdul Wahab EME
The recipients of Honorary
Commission in the rank of
Honorary Lieutenant are
Risaldar Major Md Majibur
Rahman, AC, Risaldar Major
Anwar Hussain, AC, Subedar
Major Abdur Razzaque,
Artillery, Subedar Major Md
Muzammel Haque, Artillery,
Subedar Major Abdul Mannan,
Engineers, Subedar Major
Abdur Rahim Majumder, East
Bengal, Subedar Major Ahmed
Hussain Sarker, East Bengal
Subedar Major Abdul Hal
Mollah, East Bengal. Subedar

Major Sirajul Hagque, East
Bengal, Major Abdul
Monaim, Bengal, Subedar

Major Abdul Mannan Bhutyan,
East Bengal, Subedar Major
Abdul Mannan Talukder, EME,
Subedar Major Md Aminur
Rahman Bhuiyan, AEC and
Subedar Major Md Abdur

Rahman, ACC.

Concern over
'Banga Sena'

march
By Staff Correspondent

Muslim League (ML) has
expressed concern over re-
ports of '‘Banga Sena’ march
towards Bangladesh border on

Monday.

Md Ayenuddin, President of
ML satd the march wa.
planned at the time when For-
cign Sccretary of India s com-
ing to Bangladesh for better
relations.

The conspiracy ol establish-
ing an independent state Mke
‘Banga Bhumi® insidec a
sovercign and independcnt
country is not only contradic-
tory to international rules and
regulations but also an indirect
struggle against a sovercign
country, he said.

It is also contradictory to
SAARC spirit, he added.

The ML urged Indian Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar to

lake steps to stop such activi-
ties inside India.

grammes to observe the Inde-  the people of the country. | ceived the award for his out- |~ s
Elaborate DU programme PC"_'I‘E'-I_*:—TIUE D:J"- o UNAB standing contributions in the
c Frﬂ ramim ! L
on Bncepesicence 14 Clude holsting of national flags , Professor M. innas Al.| Doy killed in
By DU Correspondent atop the bufldings on the cam- President, UNAB, Professor

Salahuddin Ahmed, Chairman,
INAB and Syed Ahmad Hos-
sain, Secretary-General,
United Nations Association of
Bangladesh and Vice-President
of the World Federation of
United Nations M!ﬂﬂliﬂnnh
have warmly congratulated Be-
gum Khaleda Zia

Stranded Pakistanis General

pus, laying of wreaths at the
National Mausoleum at Savar at
8 am and distribution of
sweets to the children of the
cmployees of the university at
Y9 am.

road mishap
near Gabtali

The Dhaka University au- (DUCSU) and the All-Party
thority, the Dhaka University Students Unity (APSU) have
Central Students Union taken up elaborate pro-

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

By DMCH Correspondent | |
At least four ns were

killed and eight others injured
when a BRTC bus hit a truck

The Dhaka University
tral Students Union (DUCSU)

Cen-

near Gabtali on Sunday.
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