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Eradicating Corruption —
But How ?

The Prime Minister delivered a no nonsense
address du her first encounter with the se-
nior officials ol our administration. She quickly

dn:hn t: the brass tracks and p:dcmml;dd one
ich Is u in ¢s minds —
hwtnﬂamtheWmmpmthalmtu
pervade every tier of our society? It needs to be
said at the very outset that similar pledges were
also made on us occasions. But they were
either f ten or forsaken. Given the reputation
L{l‘ ence ho;ﬂ :l;lac:faslnm. our nﬁw Prime
inister, we , eep pursuing this issue
and keep it the top items of her agenda.

Driving oul corruption is easier said than done.
With her best of intentions and seriousness of
purpose, Begum Zia will require all out support of
the law enforcing bodies, ol the bureaucracy, the
political parties and the mass media. This paper
Buledgu its support in this initiative of our new

There is need for some hard th

our law enforcing bodies, including the Bu-

reau of Anti-Corruption which is especially en-

trusted ammmt the type of crimes our PM is
L. ;

The first question that needs to be asked con-
cerns the role and efliciency of the police and the
other investigating bodies. The police is itsell a
breeding und for corruption, if the stories
ma.klng the rounds at any moment in Dhaka are
to be believed.lf such be the case, the question
that naturally follows is where do we place a body
such as the Bureau of Anti-Corruption — under
the police or the Home Ministry, as has been so
far the practice ?

Existing penal codes need also to be examined.
Most of the existing laws originate from days
when crimes were simpler and the society less
complicated. Takjnﬁ advantage of archaic laws
clever lawyers are a always able to get their
clients freed, further eroding public faith in the
system,

Considering our past experiences with anti-
corruption drives this journal recommends that
the Prime Minister should set up an independent
body, like an Independent Commission to
Suppress Corruption, reporting, not to the police
or to the Home Ministry, but to the PM directly.
The most successful examples of suppression of
corruption in our region is perhaps Singapore.
Hong Kong also has a reasonably good track
record. In both these instances, the corruption
fighting bodies report directly to the highest
political authority.

As we all know, much of the corruption of the
Easl originated in the highest of places and the

iggest offenders were often protected by the
same quarters. It is not unlikely that the same
highly placed corrupt people of the past — in
administration, police, private sector and politi-
cal parties — will try to regain their influence.
Often these people are powerful enough to
intimidate the law enforcing officials. But if these
officials are made to report directly to the Prime

Minister then they will feel protected enough to
pursue those who in the puﬁular arlance are

called the "Raghab—Bowals" (the big fishes).

To make the anli-corruption drive more cred-
ible, the assets and liabilities of all the ministers
and the MPs should be recorded and placed un-
der appropriate authorities. In many countries
the same is made public before they assume min-
isterial posts or seats in the parliament.

We can hope that the determination of our new
Prime Minister to eradicate corruption will set
the tone of the new administration and eve
member of the cabinet and of the parliament
prove to be models of public representatives. If
they fail to live up to this expec
should not hesitate to adopt the toughest of
measures against them.

» »

Transforming the Jailed

While overcrowded jails in Bangladesh go on
breeding dissatisfaction ending in violent protest,
things have been loo up in a one in
different countries. Belore the Tamil-Sinhalese
strife started destroying c\rcla;thlng civilised in
that beautiful little island with one of the most
culturally refined ples in the world, Sri Lanka
was the world leader in the experiments with the
open jail — jails that do not have walls. And where
wives come to visit and can stay back for a
change

concermn-

Years back Mother Teresa went on a visit to )
Jail in south Calcutta. She was so shocked

Alipore
by the squalor and misery ]ienrading the whole
thing that she offered to take away 500 of the
prisoners under her wing.

That didn’'t materialise as the government
balked at the idea. On her next visit there she
was impressed with what had happened in the
meantime. The jail has been transformed into
something featuring a society of creative and
responsible citizens — and not of criminal rejects
of the larger society outside the walls. Two very
famous men of Eﬂﬂttﬂlpﬂl’&l‘i’l Indian painting,
Paritosh Sen and Bikash Bhattacharya, have
opened an art school inside the jail. Every Sunday
300 out of a total of 1200 Rﬂsuncrs take up
brushes and paints and sit at the great men's feet.
This Has exerted a very healthy influence on the
whole of the inmate population. Drug use has
gone down radically, violence and cases of sexual

rsion are no more blgg roblems.

Each of the prisoner-artists produces at least
15 works in oil and water-colour every month,
And all their works are sold through different
galleries in that great city. One of these, a paint-
ing by Arun Naskar, se a 10-year sentence,
fetched about a thousand dollars. Part of the sale
proceeds go as donation to Mother Teresa's Mis-
sionaries of Charity \organisation — help now
flowing the other way round.

The men in that cage of a settlement, students
of the [irst art school in the prison houses of In-
dia — why it may be the first for over a much big-
ger area il not the world — have awakened up to a
new realisation best expressed by one of them :
‘We are not the write offs that society thinks we
are.

The Alipore Jail is now truly reforming its pris-
oners, thanks to art and to the noble innovators
Sen and Bhattacharya. The doyen of Indian
Famm ters M.F. Hussain is planning to join the ef-

We have already pleaded for a better deal to the
Pﬂsnncm. We have also pointed out that it is not
or them to t and win fairness. The society,
the government, in fact all of us owe this to them.
Let the Alipore achievement reinforce the case of
a fair deal inside our jails.

tation, the PM .

ANJAY Gandhi used to

tell how his br-

other could never
make up his mind whether to
drink tea or coffce at
breakfast, often changing his
mind more than once before
the servant had left the room.

An unkind remark, says
broadcaster Nicholas Nugent
in a new biography of Rajiv
Gandhi, which concludes
indecistveness was largely his
undoing when he was prime
minister from 1984 to 1989. It
was an unlikely trait in a man
whe had worked for ycars as
an airline pilot, a that de-
mands gquick and firm deci-
sions.

Today ., after 17 months of
rickety government under two
prime ministers, the resigna-
tion of Chandra Shekhar and
pending general election
Gandhi could find himself
prime minister again.

His period in opposition—
the most unsettled political
chapter in India since inde-
pendence in 1947—has again
been marked by indecision. In
the last four curfious months
Gandhi's Congress Party, with
the biggest number of scats in
the Lok Sabha, kept Chandra
Shekhar in office, refusing to
face a election.

Then, in a squabble about
the relatively minor matter of
two constables being sent to
"spy” on Gandhi's residence,
the Congress support was
withdrawn. With only 54 seats
in a house of 542 Shekhar
could not possibly continue.
Gandhi was accused not for the
first time of petulence,

In 1984 Gandhi was a reluc-
tant prime minister. Yet when
he was defeated five years later
he remained congress leader,
seeming to feel the need to
bow to dynastic res and
try again for the job.,

In a well ordered and
timely account of Gandhf's lfe,
entitled Rajiv Gandhi: Son of a
Dynasty, Nugent deals with his
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which did not seem mwuch in
evidence when he so suddenly
took over on the assassination
of his mother, Indira.

For a man not groomed for
leadership—that had been re-
served by Mrs Gandhi for his
brother Sanjay, who had been
killed in an air accident four

;l-n:lu he won for
st election
fulness and

Within
congress its bi

majority. His you

charm carried him forward for -

the first two years. He seemed
just what India had been look-
ing for. Sanjay had been un-
popular and in her second pe-
riod in oflice Mrs Gandhi
never [ully recovered from the
period of repression that
marked her declaration of an

by Derek Ingram

solve long standing tical
problems within lnd:nlnd
with neighbours—Punjab, As-
sam, Mizoram, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka. He went for -

f:upm“w
Loy -y < R

Mizoram, ending a 20-year in-

surgency and conferring full
statchood. And he struck up a
rapport with Pakistan when
Benazir Bhutto took over
there, though the relationship
between the (wo countries
deterforated again after both
had left the scene.

Gandhi's last year was be-
deviled by the Bofors corrup-
tion scandal, much of which
has still to be unravelled. A
cloud hung over a man whe
had been seen as a Mr Clean,

India: The political patchwork 1990
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although personal involvernent
remains unproven.

Nugent quotes former Pros-
ident Zail Singh. who had de-
cided to put in Gandhi as
prime minister on |his
mother's death rather than
appoint an interim figure, as
giving three reasons for his
choice:

"He had always had a clean
image, his age was iIn his
favour, and | thought at the
time he was intelligent...|
think differently now. "

When Gandhi became prime
minister he set out to mod-
ernise the party and the coun-
iry. On his own admission, he
failed with the party and
ended up depending on the
old bosses he had begun by
condemning.

On modernisation, says Nu-
gent, Gandhi feels strongly
that India missed out on the
industrial revolution that gave
Europe such a lead and that it
must not miss out on the elec-
tronic and computer revolu-
tion. He hopes India can make
a name as a producer of sofl-
ware. Nugent points out that
the effects of computerisation
arc already to be seen in the
major cities ol India.

Gandhi had other achicve-
ments in such matters as edu-
cation and pollution control—
the cleaning of the Ganga, for
instance. V. P. Singh, who took
over brielly as Prime Minister,
said generously of Gandhi's
term: "l think India has ncver
had the sort of development
and progress and Interna-
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much integrity to be a good
politician. it was not so much a
matier of or not taking

downfall of the Shekhar gov-

ernment seems to indicate the

long ago by brother Sanjay.
The indications are that

at the next election and the
fact that as prime minister he
reshuflled his cabinet nearly

30 times in five years maybe

says somcthing worrying about
the leadership of Ra-

jiv Gandhi — GEMINI NEWS

DEREK INGRAM is Editor
of Gemini News Service and

fits of te as well as his in- emergency in 1975. tional standing that it has (as formerly Deputy Editor
decisiveness—characteristics Rajiv began by trying to gained in these five years.” the London Dailly Mad. %
RISONERS in a New Zea- *® @ fled here for
land jail have come up T 00, of lation. This
s rmere  PriSOn hﬂﬂ Called Inhuman =77

they say could save taxpayers
mil lnnsrnl' dollars.

It includes an end to sub-
sidised prison canteens, grow-
ing more food in prisons and
cutting the prison puﬁ.lhuun
by reducing the reolfending
rate.

The prisoners’ cost-cutting
plan comes in response to a
controversial decision by Jus-
tice Department officials to
lock soners in their cells
frnm"'sm to 8 am on week-
ends public ho
This is aimed at cutting ex-
penditure by reducing over-
lime wage payments to prison
warders.

Justice officials originally
pro locking up prisoners
in their cells from 5pm to 8am
seven days a week.

But this brought a storm of
protest from prison stafl, in-
mates and penal reformers
who branded the move as in-
human.

It also led to a spate of fires
in scveral _Lal]s lit by prisoners
as a protes

An inmate at Auckland's
maximum security Mount
Eden Prison said in a letter to
the Justice Department that
Ylann to lock up prisoners for

5 hours a day would breed
anger, resentment and tension
leading to "very serious and
traﬂc repercussions.”

¢ predicted that jail sui-
cides would double as a result.

"It is madness and inhuman

to lock a human being up for
long periods just to save
money,” he d. "Not even
dogs are locked up for that
long without some sort of
com e
e fires lit by prisoners
were a case ol "desperate men
dﬂ“.ﬂ?emtt mlg#;'ull:n
Justice t
also planned to cut out all
recreational non-educational
activities for prisoners as a
cost-cutting measure aimed at

s ing over-spend on f{ts
Hlé;lg?{g mlllin‘:':“d [15? I?IE..’E
million) wages t 3
ering I.Lc amount ufrdguhlft
payments to stafl.

But prison chaplain Father
Jim Consedine, a prominent
campaigner for penal reform,
condemned the Justice De-
partment plan as "short-

sighted, expedient and largel
mgm fnt?cb'ith inmates ﬂ

It would not only increase
trouble in prisons but would
also lead to an increase in vio-
lent erime, he predicted.

"This situation will simpl
heat up the well-documen
treadmill of crime and prison,
with an increase in violent
crime in the community as an-

Derek Round writes from Wellington

ople with ho xtin-
67, gogeic =4 Sor= it

emerge from prison.”
ather Cun.cg!rg- said. e
The original sal —

pro
since modi — to g:k pris-
oners up 15 hours a day seven
days a week would mean the
end to visits by community

groups, including churches,
who visited inmates in the

prison violence, attacks on
warders and decline in morale.

"l think we have a duty to
the public to return prisoncrs
to the community in the best
possible shape,” the head of a
women's prison said.

Now inmates at Wanganui
Prison, a medium-securit
institution, have come up wit

evening. their own cost-cutting plan.
‘Not even dogs are locked up for that long
without some sort of company’

"With them gone, men and In a tion to Parliament,
women would locked up signed 60 inmates, they
two-thirds of each 24-hour pe- t ways the nt
riod with their own thoughts could save about NZ $35 mil-

lion by cutting costs and halv-

and fears,” Father Consedine
said

In cells without toilet facili-
ties there would be the added
punishment for inmates of hav-
ing to sleep with excrement
and urine,

Prison officers joined in-
nm.l:l: in mnd?hnning tl'll]n:;:i ro-
posals, would lose
up to NZ'T%GOI? (US $6,600)
from their salaries in lost night
shift payments.

They also expressed fears
the move would result in more

ing the reofiending rate of
freed ‘prisoners.

They say the Justice De-

|::n.nrnt should stop subsidis-

g prison canteens and make

inmates Pr?ay the full price for
s.

soners' s hould

raised to about 812 a
week so they could afford
higher prices, but savings

would still be made by ending
subsidies.

Millions of dollars would

also be saved by making all
prisons sell-sufficient in veg-
etables and having them 5:11:

duce as much meat,
and eggs as possible, t]fcouprtiz

oncrs say. Inmates could grow
fruit lndy vegetables for hospi-
tals and other public institu-
tions.

More money could be saved
by reducing

the reoflending

rate. This could be achieved by

allowing prisoners to complete
the last part of their sentences
working in the community un-
der the “"periodic detention”

system.

Already this is bein
in some New Zeala ails
where prisoners are [reed
each day to go to work and re-
turn at night. About 30 per
cent of their wages s to-
wards the cost of keeping
them in prison.

done

New Zealand has a high rate
of reoffending compared with
other countries, with 60 per

cent of male jail inmates re-
turmning.

It also has a higher per-
centage of the population im-
prisoned, with close to 100

European country including
Britain.

The of sentences has
also lmlﬂ'l‘lh in New Zealand

nea 50 cent — from
ﬂo to d.lp;: over the last
five years.

“The problem of keeping
costs down without dehuman-
ising prisoners is symptomatic
of a system which relies too

heavily on incarccration as an
answer to crime,” Wellington's

nan cional T

Patrick Millen, National
President of the Prisoners’ Aid
and Rehabilitation Society, said

New Zealand's present average

prison population of 3,800 —

out of a population of 3.4 mil-

lion — could be expected to

reach 5,300 by 1994 . requir-

:némﬂlhm of dollars spent on
itional cells.

"A drastic reform of which
offences justify prison sen-
tences is overdue,” he said.

nnidnﬁwmd ion newspaper
ustice Department’'s
linancial crisis should have
provided an excuse for reform.

"It seems to have provoked a
step backward,” it commented.

— Depthnews Asia
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- |
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Whither trees

Sir, Dhaka was famous —
and liked — for its trees,
that made it so green. It
is obviously not as green as
it was 20 years ago. Of
course back in 1971 Dhaka
was not the same what it
was in 1947, the partition
year. It changed of neces-
sity by phases, to meet the
changing and growing re-
quirements — of politics,
administration, demogra-
phy and above all — times.
The latest factor gives us a
cue to effective changes.

Has the metropolis cha-
nged or is changing eff-
eclively? The reply, In
keeping with the time we
are through, is obviously
"not exactly.” Of late the
world is more concerned of
the danger of denudation
than ever before. Advices
are heard and p
undertaken more ever
before on aflorestation and
tree-plantation to "save the
planet earth.”

Usefulness of trees is
multiple, beyond doubt.
Trees not only enhance
beauty of landscape, they
protect the land. Trees
save the environment from

- the housing

pollution and maintain
ecology. They provide cool
shade in scorching sum-
mer, cover in winter and,
food and empl ent to
mankind if utilised care-
fully.
But we are not as much
careful with trees as the
time needs us to be. True,
housing, to accommodate a
growing population, must
receive priority, But why
quarters or
blocks mustn't have enough
trees to facilitate the dwe-

llers with a better breath? -

It's not hard if we plan
things carefully. Was it
necessary to remove all the
trees that existed along the
Dhaka thoroughfares prior
to liberation or immedi-
ately afterwards, for devel-
opment the city as capital
of a sovereign state
needed? However, some
rows of new trees have
been planted but that are
not enough replenishment
for what we have lost.

Can't we have rows of tall
and shady trees — for in-
stance, Silver Birches —
along the Motijheel side-
walks? Will it occupy much

area in the carparking row?

The replies well can be
‘ves' to the former and 'no'
to the latter. Rather, such
trees planted in a planned
way will give a pleasant look
to the area and provide
badly needed shade both
for the passersby and the
cars

Manik Chowdhury
Wari, Dhaka.
WIC and EPB

Sir, | sincerely hoped
that your paper will main-
tain jwnalistic integrity in
content and publication of
u ed news items and
not fall in the trap of pub-
lishing items motivated to
benefit any special interest
group. Your item on the
planned World Trade Cen-
ter and the EPB in March
13 issue appears to serve

the interest of a certain
section of the bureaucracy.

There is great doubt in
the minds of the estab-
lished businessmen and
specifically amongst the
exporters about the role,
efliciency or even the need
of the EPB — as they have
proved to be a burdensome
bureaucracy, more adept at
creating Impediments by
self serving officials rather
than of being any great help
in the promotion of ex-
ports.

Whatever success there
has been in the export
trade of this country has
been entirely because of
the efforts of the individual

businessmen; and in the
case of the garment indus-
try. aside from the en-
trepreneurs, the main con-
tribution has been by the
back-breaking labour of
feen and sub-teen-aged
girls, who are paid starva-
tion es and work under
the most difficult condi-
tions.

In an impoverished
country like ours, national
priorities should be re-
evaluated and projects
whose value lie only in the
enhancing of status or
prestige ol an organization
or to line the pockets of its
initiators should be aban-
doned forthwith.

In recent years, quite a
few high-raise structures of
long outmoded architec-
tural styles have been con-
structed by state owned
enterprises, who have not
only falled to turn any
profit in the decades of
their existence, but have
been a consistent drain and
a great burden on the na-
tional exchequer and the
tax payers. There Is no
justification for this and
this practice of non pro-
ductive and non perform-
ing investment should nol

be encouraged.
Naz Shafinaz

6 Motijheel C/A,

Dhaka 1000.

Disposable syringe

Sir, A recent news ilem
said that in order to pre-

vent use of disposable sy-

ringe for a second time,
which is quite dangerous as
it spreads diseases, a
manufacturer in Britain has
found an alternative.

This disposable syringe
has been made in such a
way that once it enters the
body it will lose it's effec-
tiveness for a next time
use. Thus it will become
entirely useless.

Now this is a move in
the right direction. Mainly
because if a syringe,
though called "disposable”,
is used time and again both
by clinics as well as those
who hdave become addicted
to drugs, this turns into a
dangerous practice. It
causes harm not only to
patients already suffering
from a number of diseases,
but also gives an easier
chance to drug addicts to
continue with their habit.

We would only expect

arrival of such syringes in
our country at the earliest.

Renu Talukdar
Khilgaon, Dhaka.

Sir, Aid Co-
nsortium ). based in
Paris. met- in Dhaka re-
cently for the mid-term
review of the Government’s
economic management fo-
cusing on Govt expénditure
priorities. Donors were in-
formed of the impact of
Gulf crisis on national
economy and were re-

quested addilional assis-
tance to make up for the
loss during the current fis-
cal year.

Such an Initiative de-
serves all grallcl for
upholding the national
well-being disregarding ve-
sted interesis of all sorts.
This type of regular reviews
of all development eflorts
will have a positive impact
on the national progress
domestically as well as In-

ternationally.

Apart from depending
on such external periodic
reviews of donor-supported
schemes, [requent investi-
gations of all the ongoing
Govt and NGO activilies

-should be undertaken iIn

order for the respective
sectors to be betler able to
maintain the target in im-
plementing and in manag-
ing the projects fruitfully.
Failure to do so does cause
anomalies, aggravate situa-
tion, disin social co-
hesion, and grow continual
afMlictions in national life in
the long run. Based on such
perspectives "anylime |s
right time® for review of

e skl e
fended for -
ment, regardless of its
magnitude, either public or
private review bodies sh-
ould be prepared for the

on permanent or
temporary basis as appro-

M. Rahman,
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh 2200.



