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I President Bush said as
long as Saddam re-
mained head of govern-
ment it would be
difficult for US
to normalise rela-
tions with
Baghdad.

Page 5

Article
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As India wrestles with
its most difficult crisis
since independence
Rajiv Gandhi is again
at the centre of politi-
cal controversy.
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Raw jute exporta were
sluggish in first eight
months of current
fiscal 1990-91 and
trade volume declined
by 50 per cent.
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NEWS BRIEFS
PM to donate

MIRPUR (Kushtia), Mar 24 :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia would not draw her
entitled to her as the Prime
Minister. Announcing the de-
cision at a public meeting here
at Mirpur upazila ground Be-
gum Zia said "1 want to donate
my salary to the various educa-
tional institutions including
the madrashas”, reports BSS.

New currency
note
Bangladesh Bank will issue a

new currency note of five taka
denomination from its Moti-
jheel office today, a BB press
r;:mlrea.le said lastnight, reports

. Chittagong jail
tense again
CHITTAGONG, Mar 24 :
The situation inside the Chit-
tagong Jail became tense once
again today when agitation
prisoners raised slogans de-

manding early release and bet-
ter ouzltlnn in the jail,

If you miss your copy of The Daily
Star today, please call Tel: 863035,
246023-4 PABX or Hawkers' Union
Tel: 231947, 244297. For excellence
in journalism please read The Daily
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'We want to settle all irritants with India through negotiations'’

Due share of Ganges waters
to be ensured : Khaleda

MIRPUR (Kushtia) Mar 24 :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia said Sunday her govern-
meént would try to remove all
frritants from the country's
relations with India, including
the Ganges water sharing
problem, reports UNB.

" We must realise our due
share of the Ganges water ..
and what we want is resolve all
existing problems with India
through discussions,” she toild
a huge election rally.

Election in Kushtia-2 con-
stituency (Mirpur-Bheramara),
countermanded following the
killing of JSD (Rab) candidate

Earlier, local BNP |caders
and thousands of jubflant sup-
porters greeted the Prime
Minister after she flew into
Jessore airport on her way to
Kushtia.

ﬁlg stepped into the air-
port, supporters presented
her bouquet. From the
she was taken to Kushtia in a
ceremonial motorcade.

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed two election rallies at
Bheramara High School field
and near Gola Zia canal
that bears the memory of her
husband late President Ziaur
Rahman who marched

The Prime Minister, also
chiefl of the Bangladesh

Pledging to fulfil her pre-
election commitments to the

clectorate, the premier said
her government would imple-
ment all its p
that people can have food and

h&wﬁr
uction, Begum Zia
HH H-ﬂmm
industries will be set up in vil-
lages to improve the life-style
of the rural masses as well as

Women, who make up half
of the country’'s population,
will be invoilved with produc-
tion -oriented activities, she
sald, adding proper training
will be to them.

The Prime Minister said
her government would soon
revive rural electrification,
mass [it and Gram Sarker

Marfat Ali, will be held on the locality addressing vil- live in peace. programmes, introduced by
March 28. lagers ten years back. Farmers will be given all See Page 10 Col |
Bush greets Khaleda

Stability prerequisite for

increased flow of FDI

Prospects for attracting for-
eign direct investments (FDI)
to Bangladesh will largely de-
pend on {its improved interna-
tional image as a stable country
through establishment of the
rule of law. Mere policy
changes towards fiscal conces-
sions and liberal incentives are
not enough to attract FDIs.

The 10-member Task Force
on FDI Policy stated this in its
report to the government.

With Prof S. A. Latifur Reza
of the Economics Department,
Dhaka University (DU) as the
convenor, the Task Force
stressed the need for mainte-
nance of socio-political stabil-

Star Economic Report

ity and. continuity of basic
policies alongside efforts to
raise the h rate of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) as the
preconditions to attract FDis.

The Task Force was one of
the 29 similar working groups,
set up by the Planning Ministry
to examine the socio-economic
situation, prevailing in the
country, and suggest policy
options for the representative
government.

The Task Force on FDI Pol-
icy stated that the investors
from abroad were lukewarm
towards Bangladesh, despite
scveral liberal policy moves in
overall trade and industry by

the government in the 1980s.
In 15 years' time from 1970,
FDI flows on a global scale rose
from 10.5 billion US dollars to
48.5 billion dollars, and halfl of
this increased FDis went to
the USA, 1t said while noting
that the sharc of the deyclop-

ing countrics in Asia and the
Pacifjc region incrcased from

five per cent of total FDI flows
to 12 per cent in the same
period.

About Bangladesh, it said,
the situation remains quite
"frustrating”. Net annual FDI
flows to Bangladesh totallcd
only two million dellars in the

See Page 10 Col 3

We look forward

to work with
govt by and

for people

US President George Bush
has congratulated Begum
Khaleda Zia on her assumption
of the oflice of Prime Minister
of Bangladesh, reports BSS.

In a letter of felicitation to
Begum Zia, Bush said, "during
the past six months we have
watched with admiration” as
your country joined the ever
growing f[amily of nations
whose citizens call for demo-
cratic government.” The peo-
ple of Bangladesh have much
to be proud of as they peace-
fully exercised their right to
vote in last months elections,

See Page 10 Col 3

Hammadi tours southern hotpots as hit-and-run attack continue in Baghdad

US to establish base on Arab soil

RIYADH, Mar 24: The
United States is closer than
ever to establishing a perma-
nent military headquarters on
Arab soil once the troops of
Operation Desert Storm leave,
the US commander said Sun-
day, report Agencies.

Such a move would fulfil a
longstanding US goal to have a
land-based in the
Gulf, which Arab governments
have blocked for many years.

Nearly 100,000 Desert
Storm troops out of a maxi-
mum of 540,000 have left al-
ready, the US Central Com-

mand said.

The US commander, Gen H
Norman Schwarzkopf, said
American logistics troops
could remain in the Gulf as
long as eight to 10 months but
that the vast majority by far
will be gone.

Schwarzkopf said US troops
are nol expected to stay. in
southern Iraq very long, a
statement that seemingly con-
tradicted earlier comments by
Gen Colin L Powell, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Powell was quoted as saying
in Washington recently that US

forces will remain to keep the
pressure on lraql leader Sad-
dam Hussein "for some months
to come” uh:haltleactwﬂ in-
surrection.

Powell also said US forces
would stay in Iraq until the
Arab nations of the region, In-
cluding Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait, are ready to replace
them with a security force.

"l think there probably was
a slight misstatement,” Schw-
arzkopl told reporters after an

discussed this and we're pre-

to stay here quite some

time in Saudi Arabia because it

is going to take us a long time

to get all the equipment out
that we have to.”

Schwarzkopf also said,

' "we're prepared to stay in Irag

awards ceremony honouring

French officers.
"General Powell and | have

as long as we have to, but, of
course, were not expecting to
stay there very long. We're
hoping very rapidly for a cease-
fire and we're hoping we can
withdraw just as rapidly as we
ly can.”
The US Central Command,
See Page 10 Col 3

Independence Day programme of DUCSU on Sunday.

Dhaka University Vl:e-Chancﬂﬂnr P‘ruf Mumruz:aman Mla maug‘urated the three day

—Star photo

Tribal insurgents

fire on launch:
Four killed

CHITTAGONG, Mar 24:
Four persons including a mi-
nor girl were killed and an-
other was seriously injured
when tribal insurgents opened
fire on a passenger launch on
lake route near Chitoharina
under Barkal upazila of
Rangamati hill district Sunday
afternoon, ul'ﬂclal sources said,
reports BSS.

They all died on the spot
while the injured one was
flown to combined military
hospital. Three of the victims
were identified as Mosharraf
Hussein, Anjan Roy and Nurul
Amin.

The passenger launch M I
Purubi was proceeding towards
Harina from ti when ft
was ambushed by the insur-
gents from a hill top position.

Mr Goutam Dewan, Cha-
irman, Rangamati hill district
local government par-ishad
condemned the cowardly

actions of the tribal insurgents *

and said the people of
Chittagong Hill Tracts would
never forgive them for their
nefarious actions. =
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headed by Justice Ansarud-
din Ahmed has framed
about twenty charges
against ousted President
Ershad and his wife

The charges include the abuse
of official power, corru
tion, embezzlement of pub-
lic funds, grabbing of gov-
ernment property and
nepotism.

The Commission has also
established at least 30
charges of corruption
against Ershad's ministers.

The Commission is expected

over fifty charges against
Ershad, his wife and his
ministers to President
within this month, accord-

ing to a reliable source.

The source told The Daily Star
that the charges were with
backed-up with strong doc-
umentary evidence.

The sources further said that
the government will file
cases against the accused
persons after the list of cor-
ruption is submitted.

The Commission is examining
more charges against Er-
shad, his associates and
some high officials.

A source told The Daily Star
that out of over 1500
complaints about 600 are
against officials of govern-

ment, semi-government

and autonomous bodies.
The Commission is likely to fi-

nalise the second list within

a couple of months.

The Commission needs about
six months to dispose of all
the allegation received so
far.

Acting President Justice Sha-

habuddin Ahmed set up the

to submit its first list of

Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man
you are likely to kill by
rash driving may be you!

The Commission recetved
about 200 complaints
against Ershad alone and
about 30 against Raushan
Ershad.

The main charges against
Raushan Ershad are grab-
bing of public property,
abuse of power and embez-
zlement of public funds.

Ershad has been charged with

Mecanwhile, tltUSh-dFﬂr

fax, a private detective
agency s investigating the
foreign funds taken out of
the country by the Ershads.
Fairfax is collecting evi-
dence from different inter-
national banks.

Director, Legal Affairs of the
Foreign Ministry Shamsul
Murshed has gone to New
York to discuss with Fairfax
officials about the progress
of the investigation.
Fairfax team which came
lo last rhonth
and stayed in Dhaka for ten
days collected a lot of evi-
dence about the transfer of
resources abroad by Ershad
and his associates.,

The Fairfax team was hired at
the end of January by the
government to investigate
the alleged corruption of
ousted President Ershad.

During its stay in Dhaka the
Fairfax team interrogated
relatives and associlates of
Ershad and officials of an
international bank on the
basis of some specific alle-

gations.

I Govt likely to review

top level promotions

By Khalilur Rahman

The government is likely to
review cases ol promotions at
the top level of administration
made recently. The promo-
tions of a large number of bu-
reaucrats to the posts of secre-
taries and additional secre-
taries, hastily carried out im-
mediately before the formation
of the present cabinet headed
by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, has caused deep
resentment among the civil
servants,

Agitated officials gheraoced
Establishment Secretary and

demanded quick removal of
anomalies created due to
‘irregular promotions’ of bu-
reaucrats from a particular
cadre of civil service 10 days
ago.

A senior official at the Sec-
retariat told The Daily Star
Sunday that the promotion of
officers was made so hurriedly
that the concerned authorities
elevated officials to higher po-
sitions exceceding the sanc-
tioned posts. The official said
that the creation of new posts

See Page 10 Col 6

Hasina vows to restore
parliamentary system

MIRPUR(Kushtia), Mar 24:
Awami League chief and Leader
of the Opposition in Parlia-
ment Sheikh Hasina Sunday
rencwed her pledge for the
restoration of parliamentary
form of government ending,
once for all. autocratic rule,
reports UNB.

Addressing a big public
meeting at Amla Government
College ground this afternoon,
she sald Awami League would
continue its struggle in and
outside parliament for realis-
ing people’'s democratic and
economic rights.

“There is no alternative to
parliamentary democracy in
establishing people’'s rule and
prevent dictatorial regimes
from coming to power.”

Hasina said although the au-
tocratic regime of Ershad was
ousted through mass move-
ment, the remnants of autoc-
racy are still present in the
administration.

She called for united eflorts
to give democracy an nstitu-
tional shape and halt revival of

autocracy.
Explaining her party’'s polit-
ical and economic pro-

grammes, Hasina sald Awami
League is committed to estab-
lish a corruption-free society
and to ensure self-reliant
economy, massive industriali-
sation, Increase of literacy and
removal of poverty and unem-

ployment. .
She also reiterated her

party’s programme for waiving
land tax upto 25 bighas, agri-
cultural loans upto Tk. 5,000
and interest on farm loans
upto Tk. 10,000.

The Awami League Presi-
dent called for giving fair
prices to farmers for their
produce, Including jute, to-
bacco and \

She said a silent famine
was prevailing across the

country particularly in rural
arcas and called upon the gov-

ermnment for taking pragmatic

steps o bring down prices of
essentials.

Criticising the rule of post-
See Page 10 Col 8

Tigers claim capturing strategic army camp

COLOMBO, Mar 24 : Tamil
guerillas said today they had
captured a strategic army
camp 1in northwestern Sri
Lanka, killing 50 soldiers and
losing 20 of their men after
three days of heavy fighting,
reports AFP.

But the military here de-
nied they claim, made by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE).

“iIl's propaganda. It's utter

rubbish. The camp is with us,”
a military spokesman said.

A London-based leader of
the LTTE said the Tigers had
overrun the Kikkupadyan camp
in Mannar on Friday and en-
circled the nearby Silavathurai,
which he saild "is expected to
fadl soon.”

" Kokkupadayan is fully cap-
tured by the LTTE. About 50 to
60 soldiers have been killed.
Many other soldiers are trying

to escape to Silvathural. We
have lost about 20 fighters,”
Sathasivam Krishnakumar,
London based LTTE leader
said by telephone.

Krishnakumar said intense
acrial bombardment of arecas in
Mannar had caused heavy
civilan casualties, and denied
a military claim that at least
300 LTTE guerillas had died
hl: three days of fierce battles
there.

We categorically deny the
army figures. Heavy air bom-
bardment of several areas in
Mannar is cotinuing even now.
A large number of civilians
have been killed,” Krishnaku-
mar said.

In a separate statement re-
ceived today, the LTTE said air
and sea bombardments had
killed more than 100 civilians.

But the Sri Lankan military
spokesman denied the LTTE

army after the ting showed
the bodies of dozens of dead

These inc) several
first two days of fighting
their bodies were In a

state,” the

The film would be shown to
reporters or broadcast on state
tclevision tomorrow or Tucs-

day, the spokesman said.
" This is the largest single

defeat for the LTTE. It was a |

|uptrbllnwanIrlndN:vy
 power agninst the Tigers,”
‘said, adding that 27 govern
ment troops were killed lnd
about 60 others wounded since

fighting began Tuesday night.
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| Bloodcurdling
March 25
today
By Staff Correspondent

Today s March 25 On this
day in 1971 the Pakistan
armed orces lmunc hed a brutal
crackdown on the unarmed
people of the then

League easily won
160 of the 162 seats while

Zulfikar Al Bhutto's

scats In
Pakistan,

second largest party in the

* The H-thml
which the clection was I'll!'ld
was supposed o frame a new
constitution for Pakistan while
the largest party in the
assembly was te rule the
country. .

But the clection results
were not accepted by Bhutto
and other of Pakistan
who thought that their
interests would be hampered f

the Awami came flo
power and mented its
six-point programme.

Bhutto the transfer
of power to Awami League

See Page 10 Col 7

Independence

Day tomorrow

The Independence and Na-
tional Day will be observed
throughout the count
March 26 with a new to
establish the democracy In the
country following the ouster of
the Nine-year autocratie

regime of Ershad, repots BSS.

The Acting President will
address the nation this
evening.

The day will be heralded
with the of a 3l-gun
salute in the

The national flag will be

hoisted atop all public and pri-
vate buildings on the day
which is a closed national hol-

iday .
Prime Minister Begum

See Page 10 Col 6

Ershad's prayer
for time

rejected

The Special Tribunal trying
the cases against the former

president Sunday rejected a
prayer of Ershad for time, re-

ports UNB.

A statement by Ershad's
lawyer Kazi Shahadat Hossain
said the time was sought to
enable his client to engage a
foreign lawyer to defend him
in the arms case.

Hearing on the arms case by
the Special Tribunal is set for
March 27.

A similar application ol Er-
shad for time I\Il llln uctnd
on March 19
the
mad

Barrister Kazi Shahadat
Hossain and Advocate Sheikh
Rezaul Karim ap before
the Tribunal on behall of Er-
shad.

Nonc was present on behall
of the state al the time of hear-
ing on the application bul the

lcarned judge stated that At-
torney General Aminul Hagq

had raised objection against

r, the ltltl:llllll of
u.i-'z:.
Sul"i;c IﬂCﬂi ?

No processions

in DU halls
after dusk
By DU Correspondent

Leaders of hall student
unions of the Dhaka University



