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Bush to meet Kaiful : meun ceons: iush

plans to meet Japan's Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu in Los
Angeles on April 4, the While louse said on Friday, rcports

Reuler.

man Marlin Fitzwater said the President would

meel Kalfu during a shert trip to California.
Japancse reports sald Kaifu is cager to mect
Bush beforé the April 16- 19 visit to Japan ol Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, the first by a southeast lcader. '

Kaifu is

to lake up Japan's response to the Gull

crisis in his mecting with Bush.

Bush-Ozal

-war talks : rresident

Bush discussed the fulure of the post-war Gulfl with Turkish
President Turgut Ozal Friday at the Presidential retreat at
Camp David, Md, the While House said, Reuter.

During talks with [lush, Secretary of

te James DBaker

and National Securilty Adviser Brent Scowcroft, Ozal was cx-
pecled to focus on Turkiey's role in the region and the neced
for additional US cconomic and military assistance.

The two leaders also were expected 1o discuss Cyprus.

Hil

Sir Ed

named UNICEF envoy :

Hiillary, who conquered mount Everesl in 19563,

was on Friday named the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF)
special representative for the children of the limalayas,

rcporis Reuter.,

The 71-year-old New Zealand-born cxplorer and former

diplomal
nceds ol ¢

ycars ago Hillary has hel
and water pipelines for

Iraq violatin

ins other celebrities in helping publicise the
idren throughout the World.
Since his first climbing exped

itlon to the llimalayas 40

build schools, hospitals, bridges
people of the region.

tmce o US « The White

llouse said Iraq was wviolaling the Gull war ccasclirc by
continuing to try to fly military aircraft and called this "cause

lor concern®, reports Reuter.

“It's troublesome that we find this second intention to op-
crale fixed-wing aircrafl,” spokesman Marlin Fitzwatcer said
aflter US fighter planes shot down an Iragi military jct on Fri-

day — the second in two days,
is cause for concern,” Fitzwaler said when

‘It certainly

asked if ‘the United States continued to regard the Iraqgl

flights as isolated incidents.

8 killed in Johannesbur

s Eight

people were found dead in a Johannesburg township, and a
woman burned (o death in an altack near Cape Town, police

said Friday, reports AP

Autherities could r;nt determine the motive for the slay-
ings. Policc Maj. Ray Harrald said in a statement that shoot-

ing broke out Thursday evening

in Johannesburg's Tembisa

township. Eight bodics were found, including one man whose

throat was slit, Harrald said.
"We have no idea who is

ible at this stage,” he said.

The township, the scene of past clashes between rival black
factions, was reportied quict Friday.

A police report relcased carlicr said a woman died in
Khayelitsha township outside Cape Town when mobs sct two
vehicles on fire. The reports did not say when the incident

occurred.

91 Senegal troo

Gull war soldiers from Senega

PB bul'ied :Himty-nrt

who died in a plane crash on

Thursday were buried in the Saudi desert on Friday, a Saudi
official said. Reuter. ;

The simple Muslim funcral at Naircah near the Kuwall
border was altended by Saudi Licutenant General Khalid Bin
Sultan, Commander of the joint Arab Forces which helped
defeat Iraq, and by Senegalese Armed Forees Minister Me-
doune fall.

The soldiers died with six Saudi aircrew in a Saudi air
force C-130 llercules transport which crashed as it tried to

land at Ras-Al-Mushab airport a few miles (km) from the
burial sile.

8 ki]led in Kampala s At lcast cight people
were kflled when fighting broke out between police and

Muslim yowths outside a Mosque in the Ugandan capital
Kampala on Friday, witnesses said, reports AFD.

Police were deployed in the arca last Wednesday to flash
out Muslim youlﬂu from the headquarters of the Supreme
Council of Uganda Muslims, who occupied it demanding
change in the council leadership.

Some of the youths told Agence France-Press that trouble
started when police guarding the Mosque prevented hun-
dreds of Muslim from entering the Mosque for Friday prayers.

L] L4 L » [ ]
4 Filipinos killed in blast : A man
threw a hand grenade at a packed billiard hall in the southern
Philippines, killing four people, including three children, and
wounding 11, police said Saturday, reports Reuter.

The unidentified man fled in a waiting car after the attack
on Friday in Libungan, mnorth Cotabato province, 560 miles
(900 km)} south of Manila, a police report said.

The victims were children aged between 12 and 13 and an
18-year-old youth, police said.

Israel to get US Patriots : merentagn

informed the Congress Saturday that it intends to scll Israel
350 million Dollars in Patriol missiles and Saudi Arab more
than 900 million Dollars in parts and scrvices related to the
Gulf war, reports Xinhua.

The Pentagon said the 64 DPatriot missiles, including
cight launching stations, transporters, radar, spare parts
and training, are in addition to the one and hall batterics
bought by Isracl last September and the two batteries of US-
owned and crewed missiles rushed in from Europe during
the Gulf war.

“Isracl needs these surface-to-air missiles to upgrade it's
a‘ defense capabilities,” a Pentagon statement said.

Militants attack
Sindh press

past threatened journalists for

KARACHI, Mar 23: Sus-

pected ethnie militants set fire
Friday to a wceckly ncws
magazine and forced onc of
Pakistan's largest publishing
companics to suspend printing
its newspapcrs use ol al-
tacks on its cmployces, re-
poris AP

No one was hurt in the
blaze that gutted the offices of
the Urdu-language magazine
Takbeer.

The publication’'s story
about the struggle within the
militant Mohajir Qami move-
ment triggered a wecklong
wave of violence against the
press in southern Sindh
provinee. Takbeer accuscd the
MOM of sctiing Friday's blaze.

The MQM, which repre-
sents descendants of Indian
Muslims who immigrated to
Pakistan during thc 1947 par-
tition of the subecontinent, is
demanding recognition as Pak-
istan's fifth nationality. The

others are Pathans , Punjabis,

Sindhis and Baluch.
MQM leaders have in the

negative stories about their

y. However, they denicd
responsibility for the latest
spate of violence.

"The MQM has nothing to
do with the recent violence

nst newsmen and newspa-
pers. The MQM belicves in
complete frecedom of Lhe
press,” a parly spokesman
said, spcaking on condition of
anonymity.

Newspaper cxeccutives and
unions have demanded that
the federal government in Is-
lamabad take sleps to stop the
violence. Islamabad has said
the matter should be handled
by the Sindh provincial gov-

ernment, and the MQM is a .

crucial component of the gov-
erning coalition.
During the past weck,

newspapers that carried sto-

ries about the MGM have been

snatched from distributors and
burned. Hawkers have becn
harassed, beaten or abducted.
News offices, editors and jour-
nalists have been Lhreatened.

Iraq's defeat

shameful to
Muslims, says

Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 23
The delcat of Iraqg in the Gull
war was shameful (o Muslims
all over the world, Malaysian
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad was quoted today as
saying, rcporis AFP.

The English-language Busi-
ness Times gquoted Dr. Ma-
hathir as saying Friday in
northern Kedah state that be-
fore the Gulfl war, Iraq's Arab
ncighbours had depended on
its military strength as a bul-
wark against Israel

He said that Arab countrics

including Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait given moncy to
Iraq to build up its military
might.
Following its dcfeat in the
Gull war it tould no longer act
as a bulwark and this was
shameful to Muslims, Dr Ma
hathir said.

"We had urged Iraq to with
draw from Kuwail because we
kncew it could not win in the
face of the forcign military
forces invited by Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait,” he said.

International

Sanctions on food eased

Iran won't return
150 Iraqi planes

KUWAIT, Mar 23 : lran has
told 1 it will not return
nearly 150 Iragl military air-
craft which took refuge in Iran
during the Gull war, a senfor
allied military source said.

The source told Reuter
Tehran had fo notified
Daghdad it was keeping the

in partial compensation

r damage in the 1980-88

Iran-lraq war, which followed

an Irag! invasion ol southern
Iran.

Allled military intelligence
was aware of “Tehran
exchanges about the afrcrafl,
he said.

AP from United Nations
adds: Food and other essential

goods will be allowed into war-
ravaged Iraq followi the
lifting of some sanctions by the
Security Council, reports AP.

But the council Friday did
not HNt the sweeping economic
embarge imposed after lraq's
Aug 2 invasion of Kuwait

“It should be perfectly
straightforward now for any
organisation that wishes to
help the le of Iraq to send
in foodstufls and material
relating to food, public health
and medicine,” said British
Ambassador Sir David Hannay .

But, Hannay said, before all
sanctions are lifted, peace and
security must be restored in
the region, as demanded by

the Security Council. He said
this would include destruction
of Iraq's chemical and biolog-

cal weapons.

The United States has
drafted a complex resolution
selting out numerous demands
— including the destruction of
the — which Iraq
must meet before a permanent
end o Gulf War hostilities.

The council's permanent
members — the United Sigtes,
Britain, China, France and the
Soviet Union — were to mect
Saturday to discuss the resolu
tion. It would be ted to
the council's other 10 mem-
bers afler the permanent five
approved the text

One lakh Iraqi troops killed in war?

WASHINGTON, Mar 23 :
More than 1,000,000 Iraqi
soldiers died in the Gull War,
most of them killed during al-
licd air strikes, a senifor mili-
tary official estimates. The ex
act war toll on the Iragi side
may never be known, but it
stands in stark contrast to the
124 American combat deaths,

AP.
Iraq has shown no interest

| in offering an estimate of its

war dead. The US command
insist it never took a count and
thus cannot provide a credible
estimate.

But a senfor allied officer in
Riyadh estimated that 60,000
to 80,000 Iraqis were killed by
the relentless allied air strikes
before the ground war started,
most of them buried alive
when their bunkers collapsed
atop them. An additional
15,000 to 25,000 Iraql troops
likely were killed in the four
days of combined air and
ground attacks, said the ofTi-
cer, who had access to battle-
ficld damage and intelligence
reports.

"A ballpark figure of
100,000 is about as good as we

Premadasa sets
terms for Tamils
to join polls

COLOMBO, Mar 23 : Sri
Lankan President R.
Prcmadasa Friday evening
called upon the Tamil rebels to
contest the north-easl
provincial council clections on
the condition that they first lay
down arms, rcports Xinhua.

Addressing a public mect-
ing in Kandy, the capital of
central province, the
President said that the doors
are still open for the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE)
to enter the “democratic
mainstream.”

Premadasa said that the
LTTE should come forward lo
contest the provincial election
and reslore peace and order in
the north-eastern province,
but it was imperative that they
gave up arms so that other po-
litical partics could also con-
test that poll.

While the presidential elec-
tion was held in 1988 and the
parliament election in 1989 in
Sri Lanka.

can do for now,” said the offi-
cer, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

Officially, the US military is
not interested in a count,
a practice in Vietnam that
drew criticism and doubt about
the reliability of the numbers.

"We're unlikely ever to
know many Iragis were killed.”
Defense Secretary Dick Chency
sald recently. "We have no idea
how many were killed and
shipped north during the
campaign. We have no idca
how many weére killed and
buried in the theater during
the campaign.”

Gen. H.
Schwarzkopf,
Storm

Norman
Desert
was

the
commander,

adamant in avoiding body
counts during the war. In a
bricfing just after the 100-hour
alled ground bltzkricg ended,
Schwarzkop({ refused to offer
an estimate of Iragl dead, and
saying only that it was a “very ,

very large number.”
A Delfense Intelligence

Agency official said DIA was
asked informally by a senior
Defense Department official if
it was possible to make a reli-
able estimate of Iraqi dead and
responded that only
Schwarzkopls Central Com-
mand could make a tally.

“And I'm not sure we'd trust
theirs. The guys in the field
just weren’t counting. They
still aren't,” the DIA official

said. “They just poured them

into common graves and cov-
ered them.”

us who raced across
Iraq recall a battlefield it
tered with Iragi casualties and
occasional mass graves. On the
highways from Kuwail to Iraq,
hundreds if not thousands ol
Iragi troops were killed as
they retreated.

But so varied are the csii-
mates of Iraqi dead that most
military historians consider
them meaninglcss.

"I would distrust any answer
| did get,” said Lt. Col. Plcrs
Wood, an Army rescrvist who
is chicl of stafl at the Center
for Defense Information.
“There are no good counts.”

' Chautala's 'dirty hattrick’

attributed to Shekhar

NEW DELIII, Mar 23: The
Janata Dal (JD) today said the
credit for the “dirty hattrick”
by Mr. Om Prakash Chautala
becoming Chiel Minister of
Haryana should go cxclusively
to the Prime Minister Mr.
Chandra Shekhar, reports PTL

The party spokesman Mr. S.
Jaipal Reddy said in a
stalcment that in sharp con-
trast to the manner in which
former Prime Minister Mr.
V.I’. Shingh got Mr. Chautala to
resign twice as Chicl Minister,
Mr. Chandra Shckhar is the
only leader of the country with
the political eflrontery to dc-

Haryana
Ministry
expanded

CHANDIGARII, Mar 23:
Eleven Cabinct and 15 minis-
ters of State were sworn-in
Salurday raising the strength
of the Om Prakash Chautala
Ministry in laryana to 27,
rcports PTL.

The Haryana Governor Mr
Dhanik Lal Mandal adminis-
tered the oath ol office and se-
creey to the new Ministers.
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JERUSALEM — An Israeli border policeman grabs a
Palestinian youth during a check here. — AFP/UNB photo
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fend Mr. Chautala for all the
oulrageous acts including mas-
sacrcs and murders at Mecham.

A message [rom Kochi
(Madras) says: The Indian

Chautala: A dirty hattrick

- k.
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Union Muslim Lecague (ITUML)
is emerging as a key factor for
victory in the Kerala Assembly
polls, and is being woocd by
the statc's two major political
coalitions that — the ruling
Left Democratic Front (LDF)
and the opposition United
Democratic Front (UDF).

Assembly polls arc expected
.to be held simultaneously with
the coming Lok Sabha eclec-
tions. The LDF's State Commit-
lce on Thursday recom-
mended polls. A cabinet deci-
sion is awaited.

The IMUL, a long-time ally
of the Congress (I) led UDF,
severed its ties with the front
on the Mandal-Masjid issue on
Feb 13 last.

A week , the ITUML's All -
india Pre t, Mr. Tbrahim
Sulaiman said the party had
received feelers from the UDF
for a prochement, though
this was denied by a siate
leader of the league, Mr. Kun-
jali Kutti. Congress (1) sources
confirmed that some informal
contacts had been made.

As if to mollify the league,
Congress (1) leaders, Mr. K
Karunakaran and Mr. A. K.
Antony, have publicly stated
that the Congress (I} was
committed to implementing
the Mandal Commission report
after removing any anomalies.

MOSCOW, Mar 23 : Russian
leader Boris Yeltsin has raised
the stakes in his political bat-
tle with Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev by saying he
sces no hope for compromise,
reporis Reculer.

Yeltsin told workers in Len-
ingrad's huge Kirov industrial
plant on Friday that he was
convinced Gorbachev did not
want to work with the Russian
federation, by far the most
powerful of the 15 republies.

"That's why | distance my-
selfl from the policy of the
President That's why your
support for me is very impor-
tant,” Yeltsin said to prolonged
applause. .

Yeltsin, declaring that it
was clear there could be no
bridging of diflferences be-
tween himscell and Gorbachey,
spoke confidently and made
scveral attacks on the Soviet
President.

He suggested he had drawn
considerable comfort from a
poll last Sunday which showed
most Russians supported the
idea of the huge republic hav-
ing a popularly-elected Presi-
dent.

The Russian leader would
be the most likely winner,
thereby gaining a power base
to challenge Gorbachev's au-
thority and increase the repub-
lic's sovercignty.

Yeltsin's 70-minute speech

marked the end of a troubled .

week for the Soviet President.

On Sunday Gorbachev re-
ceived less than overwhelming

| support in a nationwide refer-

Gorbachev : Yeltsin

endum for his plan to keep the
Soviet Union together as a re-
newed federation of sovereign
republics.

And there are no signs ol an
early end to a miners’ strike
which has halted over a quar-
ter of the nation's 600 pits and
is threatening to cripple vital
industries. Many of the miners

are demanding Gorbachev's
resignation.

Ycitsin echoed charges by
liberals that Gorbachev has
moved to the right in recent
months, suggesting the Soviet
lcader was in the grip of those
who did not wanl radical

L"hﬂl‘l#'i

Last month, the Russian
lcader demanded Gorbachev's
tion and accused him of

deceiving the people.

He said he had no Inilen-

tion of stepping down at a spe-
cial meeting of the republic’s

supreme legislature next
weck, hardline communists
are expected to try lo oust
him.

council lified restrictions on
impr-ts of fuel, spare parts,
generators, water purification
equipment and food — and
health-related material for
iraq. The commitice carlier
Friday declared a humanitarian
emergency in lrag.

A senfor lragl diplomat said
his government welcomed the

casing of restrictions but said
Baghdad was dissatisfied that
sanctions were not lified com-
pletely.

The diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
his government had complied
with all conditions imposed by

artti Ahtisaari sald Irag needs
foodstulls, sceds. medical
supplics. le also called for
emergency oil imports and Lhe
repair of lraq's refinery sys-
tem, partly to allow lmq 1o run
life preserving medical equip-
ment, to run trucks and to
fain currency

Off the Record

Bush consoles Afghan
taxi driver

WASHINGTON: President

Iraqgis, reports Reuter
Ghulam e

Mohammad |'
i, of the
Washington
suburb of
Fairfax, Vir-
ginta, and
his [amily
were Invit-
ed to the
White Hou-
sc aflter his
nine-year-
old dau-
ghier, Say-
lal, wrote to
Mrs Bush to
tell her
what had
happened.

Moham
mad{ [led

Grorge
Barabara, on Friday consoled an Al
family who were victimised by vanda

Bush and his wile,

n taxi driver and his
who mistook them for

Alghanistan
in 1983 becausc of the war there and eventually moved to the
United States, where he supports his wile and lour daughters
by driving a car. *

Last November, when hostilities with Iraq were growing,
he found that two of his tyres had been slashed. A month later
the back window was broken out.

A weck after the Gulfl war began he found all four tyres
flattened. A window on his wife's car was broken and
somecone had spray-painted profanitics on L.

"My family and | camec from Alghanistan becausc we
thought there would be more opportunity for us here lo live a
good life,” Saylai said in her lctier to Mrs Bush.

"We also thought we would have the [reedom to practisc
the customs and traditions from our own country. It is very
difficult for me to understand how peoplc can be so very
ignorant, cruel and prejudiced. ... ©

Brother vs brother

MANILA : President Corazon Aquino on Friday awarded the
nation's highcst medal for bravery to an army scrgeant who
killed his brother during a coup attempt in 1989, reports AP.

Sgt. Roberto Salvador received the Medal of Valor during
ceremonics marking the 94th anniversary of the Philippine

Hle was among the defenders of Camp Aguinaldo, the
armed forces headquarters, when it came under attack by
mutinous troops on Dcc. 3, 1989, two days afler rcbel
soldiers launched the most scrious bid to topple Mrs. Aquino.

Salvador, then a private, used a 90-mm recollless riflc lo
blast two armoured personncl carriers that smashed through
the camp's gates, killing several rcbel crewmen.

Troops discovered the body of Salvador's brother, Rogelio,
among Lhe dead.

The citation said Salvador's action “decisively disorganized
the hostile forces and halted their momentum during the
mos!t critical days” of the coup attempl.

Salvador told reporters before the ceremony that he had
"mixed feclings™ aboul recciving the medal.

lie earlicr told a radio station that he felt obligated to
suppori his brother's widow and [amily.

The radio rcport said Salvador discovered his brother's
Christmas gifts for his wife and children inside the wrecked
armourcd pcrsonnel carrier.

Royal scandal

LONDON: Captain Mark Phillips, estranged husband of
Britain's Princess Anne, said on Saturday he would contest
any claim made against him as part of paternily proccedings
in New Zealand, rcports Reuter.

A New Zealand horsewoman, leather Tonkin, sparked a
royal scandal when she claimed that Phillips was the father of
her five-ycar-old daughter. ller lawycrs have filed court

pers naming Phillips in a paternity suil.

Phillips was “extremely concerned at the distressing
effect” on his family that publicity over the allegations had
causcd, he said in a statement issued through his soliciiors
and carried by Britain’s Press Assoclation news agency.

. 42, was scparaled from Princess Anne, Quecen

Phillips

Elizabeth's only daughter, in 1989, lie could face genclic
fingerprinting tests to determine whether the child, Felicity,

is his.

Tonkin. 37. said she first met Phillips in 1983 at a local

riding event ncar her home in New Zealand.
The two met again at a party a year later, after which

Phillips rang her late at nigh

t and invited her 1o his hotel.

“| asked how | would find his reom... he lold me nol lo
mrry,hhrﬁingbmhmldhcnuuﬂchhdnwnﬂllhmﬂ
look out for them.” shc told Dritain’'s Daily Express

newspapcr.

Buckingham Palace, Queen Elizabeth's official residence,
said it had no comment on rcporis that Princess Anne, 40,
may soon scck a divoree from Phillips.

Labour's three-point

lead over Tories
in opinion poll
LONDON, Mar 23 : The op
position Labour Parly has

established a threg-point lead
over the ruling Conservalives
in a new opinion poll, pub-
lished today and conducted
two days afler the rnumenl
announced its budget detalls

for the coming year, reports
AFT

in the pu[l)l.lg.lblﬂd in t
Aght wing Express,
pt‘:“nrrll of those asked said
they would vote for Labour, 37
per cent conservative and 14

r cent for the centrist

Democrals.

The findings will come as a
disappoinimenl te

Conscrvalive Party chalrman
Chris Pallen



