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During the last twenty five
. thanks to the devclop-
ments in the field of science
and technology. lremendous
changes have taken place in all
walks of human life. Specially
in the thinking oricntation
and value-patierns ol the indi-
vidual ut the world.
This new attitude of change
has found expression in the

voices of raised against
the systems. It has
become even more pro-

nounced in the field of educa-

tion, and particularly in the
classroom setting. The
*deschoolers” and the like

minded people have launched
a virulent attack against the
present system of schooling
and are demanding fits total
abolition.

There have been several
proposals for reform of educa-
tion in some countries. There
have also been hundreds of ed-
ucational experiments showing
that certain teaching proce-
dures, instructional materials
and other innovations make a
significant difference in the
average rmance of the
students. But whenever t
teachers have been | '
the performances of their
pupils have excelled than
those of others regardicss of
what materfals or procedures
were used. When poor teach-
ers involved, even the other-
wise su instructional ma-
terials and procedures fail to
result in learning or growth.

It is generally agreed that
the teacher plays the most im-
portant part in the leaching-
lcarning situation. "A tcachcr
allects eternity; he can ncver

tell where his inflluence stops™-
so observed the historian-
philosopher, lenry Adams.
The educational impact of a
teacher is  surely net due
solely to what he knows, or
even o what he does, but In a
very real sense to what he s,
Therelore, the identification of
successiul teachers, a study of
their personality characteris-
tics and a knowledge of what
behavioural changes they arc
able lo produce in their
sludcents arc very imporiant
educational concerns.

Indeed, the success or fail
ure of .any educational pro-
gramme depends on the qual-
ity of tcachers. In the words of
Ryans "Good lcachers are
those who are skillful in devel-
oping understanding of the
world in which man lives, in-
sightful with respect for the
ways and mcans of stimulating
intellectual appetites, and ca-
pable of paticnce, understand-
ing and sinccre feeling for
others and may pave the way
for an enlightcned and produc-
tive society. v

“Poor teaching on the con-
trary seem to be a signilicant
contributor to the perpetua-
tion of ignorance, misundcr-
standing and intellectual and
cultural stagnation”.

There have been at-
tempts in the past to identify
the “ellective” teacher and
study his personality charac-
teristics. In U.S.A Barr, Morsh
and Wilder surveyed the field.
Reviewing the rescarch done
in this arca, Barr conclude
"Although the rescarch in this

area has doubtiessly added ma-
terially to our understanding of
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desirable teacher abilitics,
trails and qualities, it is appar-
ent that the identification and

definition of teaching compe-
tencies is as yet by no means

satisfactory”.

Mitzel, another researcher
summed up the situation in
these words: "More than a hall
century of research effort has
not yiclded meaningful mea-

criteria around which

the of nation's educa-
tors can rally. No standards ex-
ist which are commonly
upon as the criteria of
teacher -effectiveness”. Review-
ing the rescarch on "Teacher
personality and characteris-
tics”. Getzels and Jackson
wrote: “Despite the critical
ol the and

a half century of re-
scarch eflort, ttle is
known for certain about the

nature and measurement of

teacher personality and teach-
ing cllectiveness”.

Despite Getzels and Jack-
son's note of pessimism the
zcal of the rescarchers in the
ficld has not dwindled. The
last few ycars have served to
accelerate attempts by re-
scarchers and by academic
institutions to identify what
constitutes effective teaching
and to dcvise appropriate
muthods for measuring teach-
ing cffectiveness.

Reviewing British rescarch
on "Teaching and Teaching
Ability” Evans remarked that
"the most obvious deduction
[rom the available evidcncce is
that there is no one patlern of

Tips on Study Abroad

Opportunities in USA

Academic year : usually Sep-
tember to June

University entrance

Foreign students secking
admission as u
to institutions of educa-
tion in the Uni States of
America should have at Ie:;t
completed their -
ucation and be eligible for
admission to a university In
their own country. Foreign
students applying to a
particular American university

institution as student.

Language

A good knowledge
English is essential and siu-
| dents whose mother tongue is

not English are usually ex-
pected to have passed
of English as a Foreign Lan-
guage (TOFEL). These tests are
|glvtn approximately every

three months at designated
centres throughout the world
(details obtainable from US
embassics and consulates, and

from United States Interna-
tional Communication Agency).
intensive English language and
orientation programs for for-
| eign students are offered
many institutions of higher ed-
ucation as well as

Stales.

Information services

10017

tional
States and to United States
students and professionals for
such programs in f(oreign
countries.

The 1IE also has overscas
offices in:

"West Africa”: ¢/o CAO for
IIE Representative, US Inter-
national muai%-ﬂm ;bg
ency, Washington 20647;

"South East Asia” Hong

Arts Center, 2 Harbour

, Wanci, Hong Kong: AVA
Language Centre,
Jjadanmri Road, Bangkok,
Thailand;

"Mexico®™: Londres
Mexico 6, D.F;

"South America”:
1467, Casilla 9286, Chile; All
other inquiries should be ad-
dressed to the Director, South
America Area, [IE New York:
as well as to regional offices
United States.
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e
language schools in United

Institute of International
Education (IIE), 809 United
iHlthnl Plaza, New York, N.Y

exhaustive in-
formation and advice concern-
ing study facilities, financial
and other assistance avaflable
both to students and profes-
sionals from abroad for educa-
in the United

179 Ra-
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The United States Intcrna-
tional Communication Agency ,
Washington, D.C 20547 pro-
vides lists of binational com-
missions established in various
countries to receive and re-
view applications from persons
wishing to study in the United
Stales under special exchange
programs.

National Association for
Foreign Student Alflairs,
186019th Strect NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20009.

United States embassics
and consulates and offices of
the United States International
Communication Agency

(USICA) abroad.

Foreign Student advisers
are appointed on most cam-
puscs (o receive and orient
foreign students on arrival.
Other wise incoming students
should report to the Office of
Admissions of institutions con-

_ cerned.

Publications

[a) For Foreign students
visiting the United States:

"A Guide to Scholarships,
Fellowships and Grants™ : "A

sclected Bibliography.” 6 pag-

“Pro in the United
States g: Foreign Agricultural-
ists”, free from Office of Inter-
national Cooperation and De-
velopment, US nt of
Agriculture, Washington D.C
20250;

"Community, Technical and
Junior Colleges in the United
States™, 96 pages, from lIE;

"English Language and Ori-
entation Programs 1in the
United States”, 145 pages,
from IIE;

"Ficlds of study in US Col-
leges and Universities”, 332
pages, from lIE; :

“Costs at US institutions of
higher education ", from IIE;

“[IE Newslctter™ (monthly

bulletin of IIE-related happen-
ings), from IE;

"Open Doors™;

"Practical Guide for Forcign
Visitors®, 50 pages:;

"Profiles: the fo
dent in the United
from lIE;

"Specialized study options :
USA— a guide to short-term
programs for forcign nation-
- “E;Uﬂ Collcges and

“Study in
Universities” : "A sclected Bib-

slu-
ates”,

“Training for African Devel-
opment”: "Cuide to Selected
Graduate Programs in the US",

from IIE. Courtesy: UNESCO

Global Language

S the rapid advance of

technology brings the

countries of the world
closer together, so the necd
arises for a common language
to improve human
understanding and help
strengihen international rela-
tions.

“There scems little doubt
that English is the language
moving most strongly in this
direction,” says Lord Pym,
chairman of the English-

Spcaking Unfon (ESU) and a |

former Foreign Secretary.

It is estimated that 1 billion
people in the world can per-
fectly understand spoken
English and probably 100 mil-
llon more have a rcasonable
grasp ol the language in its
spoken form.

In a recent speech Lord
Pym pointed out : "The num-
ber of Mluent Eglish speakers
in the world has more than
doubled in 40 yecars and the
increase is not principally
among native speakers but

successful teacher”. Halliwell
reviewed a large number of re-
scarch works on ecrtain
aspects of teaching and the
qualities of teachers and re-
poried lack of any convinecing
agreement between the various
mcasures of tecaching efli-
clency. Brian Cane arrived at
the same conclusion when he
reviewed Lhe researches on
“Teachers, Teaching and
Teacher Education " in Britain.
He noled that “the resecarch
into the characteristics of good
teachers and ‘successful
tuchl.: is still at an infant
stage growth”. Thus what-
ever researches have been
conducted In Britain, their

findings are contradictory in
nature .

In Bangladesh and India re-
scarch in this area has made

only a beginning. Reviewing
the research in the ficld of
*Teaching and Teacher De-
haviour”, Jangira and Sharma
noted that " it has been a com-
paratively neglected area of
educational resecarch”. The
sporadic atlempts made be-
tween 1962 and 1973 show
that there is a lack of serfous
and systematic eflort on the

part of the investigators to de-
velop some criteria
through which successful

teachers can be identified.
Studies have not been able to
locale any consistent pattern
of relationship between teach-
ing success and personality
traits. Researchers have also
not been able to locate person-
ality factors which produce
desirable behavioural changes
in the students.

among those who use English
as a second or a foreign lan-
guage.”

As an example, he cities
Finland where 97% ol
schoolchildren learm English

although the country is already
bilingual, with ish as well

as Finnish taught in schools.

Centres Worldwide

The growing appetite lor
English lessons has bcen
greatly stimulated by the cx-
pansion of the Europecan
Community. It is estimated
that some 600 000 students
from continental Europe alone
go to Britain annually to attend
private language schools.

The British Council teach-
ers English every year to
nearly 70 000 studcnts at fts
55 language centres around
the world, an educational op-
cration that has experienced a.
growth explosion in rececnt

A tremendous increase in
demand for English tcaching is

Education

Does Personality Help in
Successful Teaching 2

One logical conclusion that
may be derived from the fore-
ing revicw of rescarch in the
id is that despite the impor-
tance of the problem and a
grcat deal of rescarch in the
west, very little is definftcly
known about the ty ol
the teacher, particularly with
refcrence to difference be-
tween successfiul and unsuc-
cessful teachers. There s also
a paucity of research dealing
with the role of the tcacher in
bringing about desirable be-
havioural changes in his stu-

dents
One more important con-

silcration, which stresscs the
nevd for further study in this
arca, 4 thal in most cascs the
preoccupation of the re-
scarchers had been to probe
into the personality ur the
tcachers with the help of one
or two tools of personality in-
vestigation. Perhaps no at-
tcmpt has been made to study
Lthe personalily of the teachers
with the help of all the three
methods ol personality study ..
subljective, objective and pro-

tive. Morcover, resecarchers

ve generally confined them-
scives to survey methods with
sporadic altempts at experi-
mental setting. Few investiga-
tors have tried to apply the
case sludy approach lo the
study of the teacher's person-
ality. Hardly anyone employed
the casc study and causal com-
parative mcthods for and in-
tensive study of the inter-rela-
tionships between teacher's
pcrsonality, tcaching success
and the behavioural changes
that they bring aboul in stu-
dents,

|
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Never too late for

i

. Village women take time out of their busy
take lessons in literacy from a couple of young trainers from the same

learning
to get together and
l village.

by Alan Symes

reported in southern Europe
and there are strong indica-
tions that eastern Europe is
devcloping a similar appetite.

"It appears that most of the
east European countrics are
secking to establish English as
their second language,” said an
ESU headquarters official. To
assist, the British Council
plans to open new language
centres and expand its pro:
gramme of assistance o local
education authoritics.

There are moves towards
cstablishing self-governing

ESU branches in Yugoslavia,
Hungary, Polan and
Czechoslovakia.

English is assuming an cven
wider role in the international
diplomatic ‘arena, particularly
in the areas of north/south dia-
logue and meetings of the As-
sociation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN). It is also the
principal language of inlerna-

tonal communications and the
moedia.

Apart [rom its use for air
traflic control, it is now also
the official language of the sea.
Rescarch into Seaspeak by Lhe
ESU resulted in its adoption by
the International Maritime Or-
ganisation in Fcbruary 1988.

The languagc's role as an
important vehicle in the
spread of knowledge is also re-
flected in scientific and medi-
cal publications and areas such
as computer science and in-
ternational business.

Rescarch shows that some
75% of the world's mail is
written in English as is 80% of
all the information stored in
compulterised databanks.

Especially usecful for forcign

students is a book, "The ESU
Framework”, plonccred by

ESU director-gencral David
Ilicks to rationalisc and sim-
plify English languagc exami-
nations. Regarded as a major

Planning Investment in Education:
Problems and Strategies-11

HERE education re-

RA) o e
future earnings o
le, it is an investment in
uman capital in the form of
abilities acquired through edu-

cation. The tive capacity
of labour is a ‘produced
means’ of uction, so that
human capital is the outcome

of investments in which educa-
tion forms a Fa.rLEltl-
mates of the rates of return of
investment in education in the
United States based on 1958
data 17; Table-(18) are as fol-

lows:
Elementary 35 per

(a)
cent.
(b) High school 10 per
cent.
return to total resource in-
vestment In schooling,
th.lnuur:;l estimates (8) lltmw
L marginal rate of re-
turn rises rapidly from the
completion of the seven

th year of schooling.
fﬂuo{mnpﬂm
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schooling exceeds that of the country as far as is: known, social, economic and political
{lliterate persons by 43 per growing from 52 per cent to conditions. But in all three

cent, the labour productivity
having university education by
300 per cent respectively
(10:347).

- In the initial period of
planned devclopment of the
USSR the prevalent thinking
(similar to that of some of the
planners and policy-makers in
developing countries today)
was that investment in ma-
chines was the most decisive
factor in development. How-
ever, the difficulties experi-
enced with untrained workers
in operating the machines led
lo a reorientation in the plan
policy.

75 per cent of the Russian
population in 1917 coud nei-
ther read nor write. Between
1920 and 1939 more than
67.5 million {lliterate and 38.5
million semi-literate adults fin-
ished schools or courses in

reading and writing compared
with about 31.5 million finish-

ing four-ycar e¢lementary
Il:]'l!tﬂllng

m-lyclr junior
secondary schools in the

twelve years from 1924 to
1935. The nnntrbu::ndnl edu-
cation to labour uctivity
during 1940-60 is further
indicated by the rise in na-
tional income of the USSR
during this period from
33, million roublea to
146,600 million roubles in
constant prices (that is, an
increase of 338 per cent). 23
per cent of this increase (i.e.
33,700 million roubles) was
the result of the raising of
ualifications of the labour
. As a result the return on
investment in educational
development exceeded all
other indices in the whole

144 per cent a year (11;10-1).

The striking progress made
by Japan since the Melji
restordtion in 1868 In her
transition from a backward
eco to the rank of onc of
the advanced nations of the
world gave her a unique place
in Asia. Both in her economic
development and in her re-
construction after the Second
World War. Japan's achicve-
ment is attributed chieflly to
the human factor as repre-
sented by her educated and
trained manpower. Public ex-
penditure in Japan amounted
to 24 per cent of the total ex-

penditure of the national Gov-

. Like the United
States, the USSR the UK, the
German Federal Republic,

quﬂlhlf.wm
is not one ol the countries

cases investment in educalion
proved to be highly effective as
an instrument ol economic and

social growth.

it should, however, be
recognised that research has
nol as ye! gone so far as o en-
able us to say that a given
amount of investment in a
given type and level of educa-
tion will lcad to a given in-
crease in the gross national
product. Besides, the findings
of the various studies in this
regard related to the total cul-

The role played
education in about
the desirable in the
traditional habits attitudes

contribution to the interna-
tional dimension of English
teaching, the work Invelved
coopcration by 16 commercial
examining bodics. ’

English hclps to provide

cohesive communication In
countrics of south Asia and
Alrica. The African continent,
for cxample, has at least 1300
languages of its own, only a few

that Continues to Grow

spoken by more than a million

pcople.

Usha Devi Rathore, India’s
rcprescentative on the ESU's
international committee, has
saild English is helping to
promotc understanding and
mutual respect by breaking

barricrs

down la be-
tween the of diffcrent
nations cultures. (LI'S)

Villagers Preserve ‘
Christ's Language

The people of Maloula would be able to communicate
with Jesus if he were to return to earth today

DAMASCUS: Ever-growing
numbcer of tourists — mostly
Europcans— are visiting Malou-
la and Jibadin, two rcmote
villages high up in the Syrfan
hills where people still speak
Aramaic, the language of Jesus
Christ.
apart, are connected by a natu-
ral tunnel. Maloula, the larger

of the two, has a lation of
about 6,000 most of whom are
Greck Catholics. About 20

Muslim families live among
them and they, too, have Ara-
maic as their mother tongue.

Maloula is sct on the stecp
wall of a rocky cHil and lics
hidden at the dead end of a
gorge far from the main high-
way across the desert.

Along with the ancient, the
villagers have also retained
their biblical lifestyle.

The rs of Maloula and
Jibadin have maintained their
isolation from the turmoil of
the world outside, and, seem-

Inglr. from the passage of time
iLsell.

Oddly enough, the villagers
have lost the ﬁ.’l:dty: write
their language e re-
tained only the verbal knowl-
edge of it

However, a movement has
started to have Aramaic taught
in the schools of these villages

the Christians of Maloula and
the Muslims of Jibadin main-
tain a special and Nving claim
to the Holy Land.
The Aramaic alphabet
derives from the Phoenician,
which itsclf developed from

Eﬂum hicr:glzphlcl‘ The
nicians, had com-
mercial dealings with Siual,

apparently picked up the al-
phabetic idea inherent in the

Egyvptian single consonant
signs and devcloped a com-
plcte system of twenty—iwo
Many of the hamlets In
have Aramailc names, in-
cluding Sednaya, which mcans
lace of hunting and "Our
" Both names are directly
associated with the founding of
the Notre Dame church of
Syrian authoritics and ln-
guistic experts at the Ameri-
can University ol Beirul say
that Aramaic was the language

that Jesus and that
survived here because the
mountain township was inac-



