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‘ﬁ rﬂ'll most people today
in Dangladesh  barely
able 1o scratch oul even
the absolute minimum

exisience, the diverse subject
of industrial history and its
related arc summons
little local intercst. A pursuit,
no doubt, for Western

indulgence to while away idle
time. Be that as t may, thcrc

Was an era 'l'll'l
rich, her people

comfortable, and starvation
infrequent rather than
sustained. It was the em of the

paddle steamer.
When India to East

re thrl:ly

Do to Chittagong
was sub to European
contact before 16156. During

that year it may be lair com-
ment' to state the first im-
ported manufactured product
penciraled inland. An. English
coach, ship around the
Cape of llope to be pre-
scntcd by Sir mas Roe's
embassy was, however,
scorned by Empcror Jahangir
as Ittle and poor, nol befitting
monarch until reconstructed,
filded, and decked out In
silks’. Kcen to oblige, the em-
peror subsequently sensed this
mode of travel ‘'may sec dis-
tances of upto forty miles or
morc covered in one day”.
Apart [rom and pans,
and the ubiquitous tall, slim,
walnul clocks manufactured by
Twaitcs ol Manchester, 1740-
1770, little change to Bengal
sociely took place until the
1820's. Britain's inimitable In-
dustrial Revolution was a force
the East India company direc-
tors sagaciously adjudicated as
the vehicle for trade.
Cnnlidcm.m“l iron
bridge, erected in Shropshire,
England, 1779. The eccentric
— yet enlighiened — Nawab of
Oudh saw [it to contract Der-
byshire's Butteriey Company in
1815 to erected a 3-60 ft span
across the Gumpli River at
Lucknow ‘compleic with 14
ru lamps like you have with
ight in London’. (llow this
di.tin
'ln firce gas God only
However, a decadce
l.ll:r 4 iron bridges were
paving a from Calcutta to
-.lunnu' :l?dem communica-
was Lhercfore born.
hlhuyl. another great Brd-
tish invention, wcre [irst
mooled In Bengal within a
detade of the embryonic Liv-
-Manchester journcy of
1 I . one Colonel
-Chney during 1837-8 was
actively engaged thioughout
Iraq devising routes utilizing
sieam boats along the
ics, o estiabl
direct rafl link from Manch-
ester to Bengall In fact, had
between the
fell under
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There was an era when Bengal was rich, her people relatively comfortable, and starvation infrequent rather than

sustained. It was the era of the paddie steamer.

'Up the Brahmaputra with a Pair of Paddles

The first steamboat aclually

to cafry passcngers appceared
on the scene in 1823 more h{
accidenlL than by dcsign. It

happencd lhnt onc ul' the
E.l.C's merchants in China,
whose health broke down be-
fore he could launch a stecam-
engined vessel on the Canton
river, put up the parts for sale
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were not strong enough to tow
massive Europecan sailing
ships.

As receipts from carrying
passengers did not cover ex-
penses, the share-holders be-
gan to look for the first good
opporiunily to scll. Neverthe-
less, it was not long bclore
other steam-driven paddie-

qupllad from Butlerley, as
well as Maudslay ol London.
The 1820's were likewise
years when the prospect ol
shortening the four to six
month around the Cape
of good Hope, by adding stcam
engincs and paddle-wheels to

" sailing vesscls, began to excite

merchant and shipping inter-
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Preserved al the Boy Scouts’ Park at Mouchak. Gazipur. this 4-6-0 1909 Sir W.G. Arm-
strong loco with nearly a million miles clocked, was the pride of the Assam Bengal

Railway Co.

at Calcutta. Government de-
clincd his tender, but a group
of merchants took up the ven-
ture, distributing shares

among the principal agency
houses.

The contract for a wooden

hull to receive the engines was

let to Calcutla’'s premier
oufilders of European-designed
shi In July 1823, Messrs
Kyd and Co. launched their
first stcamer, the '‘Diana’. She
proved an extremcly useful
vessel in the harbour, taking
on in all weathers,
tides, and currents. Bengalis
crowded both river banks to
witness her surprising ma-
NOCUVTCS. was once noled
chugging around the Sundar-
bans, being Lhe first vessel to
enler Eastern Bengal
(Hlﬁ'lldtlh] llowever, her

two engincs with only thirty-
two combined horsepower,

OR a change, let's lcave
the past where it
belongs. No morc
noslalgia, for this week .
So, instead of sweetness
and light which filled my
recollections  of people like
Abdus Salam, Abu )
and A. M. O. Ghani, we be
looking at present-day
realities, often unattractive and
sometimes harsh, which this
writer has been Urying to come
to terms with.
In the process, | have been
puzzied and bewildered, sad

and angry, passive and
indifferent. Behind thesc
varied reactions e

impressions and encounters,
including some unexpected
Ones. i

Let's start with my [avourite
orne.

Just aboul (wo ycars ago, |
was in my make—shift office of
a local newspaper which, al a

| moment of infinite wisdom or

ulter thoughtlessness,
depending on onc's

perspective, had just hired me
as s editor. The office | then

. ke the
itscll, was a full of
journals whose old ancicnt

ook was somewhat symbolic of

| the institution that was partly

responsible for my rcturn

R was in (his ltbrary-

turncd office that | did most of
my work. like some writing a
lot eof thinking. holding
mectings with collcagucs.

One morning there walked

he sald, sl

wheelers — the 'Forbes’, the
Telica', the 'Comet’, and the
'Firelly’ — were operating suc-

cesslully as tugs on the Cal-
cutta waterfront, with engines

The first steamboat actu-
ally to carry passengers
on the scene in
1823 more by accident
than by design . .. By 1826
numerous engines were
arriving from English on
sailing ships, with the in-
tention that wooden hulls
should be built throughout
Bengal. Marine industries
were established at
Khulna, Patuakhali,
Narayanganj and Chit-

tagong.

esis both in India and England.

In 1822, a meceling was
held in London to found a
General Steam Navigation
Company. One of the most ac-
tive on its provisional commit-
lee was a veleran sea caplain
who championed the shorter
Sucz roule as an alternative to
the long voyage around Alrica.
James Henry Johnston, (1787-
1861), had entered the Royal
Navy in 1803, fought Napolcon
al Tralalgar, and held a lieu-
tenant’'s commission on ships
that saw action along the Ital-
ian coast, until a wound in-
valided him in 1810, Placed on
hall-pay at the close of Lhe
wars, like so many others, he
scl out to mend his fortuncs in
the East. From Calcutta he
captaincd two voyages ol a
merchant safling ship, but re-
lurned to England in 1821 to
devote himsell to steam navi-

P. J. English

L]
gations rising cause.

His propasal for an England
to India steamer communica-
tion on the direect route
through the Mediterrancan,
with an overland passage
through Egypt, connecting at
Sucz with another steamer
down the Red Sca to the In-
dian Occan, was cold-shoul-

L

the first England-to-India

stcam voyage performed before

the end of 1826, taking no
more than scventy days and as
many on the rclurn.

A London [ipancier, subse-
quently replaced by a group of
stockholders, was first to act
on the Bengal steam fund
temptation. Gordon and Co.

fifteen fect in diameter. She
was able to carry thirty-five
days' fucl for seven furnaces
consuming ten to twelve lons
of English coal every twenty-
four hours. When only loaded
at two hundred or two hun-
dred and [ifty tons, drawing
about twelve fect of water, her
speced was six knots in

British designed and built — a
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greal link with the past. King George

V1 Bridge

constructed by Bralthwaile, Jessops and Burns on the Meghna River (1936-37).

dered by the Gencral Sieam
Navigation Company. |lowever,
a number of influential busi-
nessmen promised backing il
he could win the support of
their riends in Bengal. By this
lime Narayanganj and Chil-
tagong were ccontres ol ox-
panding trade. So, with the ob-
ject ol raising capital lor Lhe
purchasc of a relay of sicam-
ers, Johnston once more jour-
ncyed out o Calculla.

lie arrived at a most inop-
portune time. The mercantile
communily was still sulfering
from the disillusionment
causced by the recent failure of
the 'Diana’ as a commercial
speculation. The Calecutta mer-
chants in 1823 wcere willing o
do no more than pass resolu-
tions at the Lown hall, inviting
subscriptions to a Rs 100,000
[und [ncarly Rs 70,000 was
eventually collected) lo reward

and Mecssrs. Maudslay and

Field built a one hundred and
[orty-one loot, wooden-hulled,
lugger-rigged saifling vessel,
cquipped with a mﬁ’pcr b-uih:r
and a pair ol sixty

engines to drive pnddh-wh::f:ln

1n 1850 Brunel secured

his first Indian contract
for iron railway fixings for
a line between Calcutta
and Dhaka. The East Ben-
gal Railway was therefore
g'iven birth. Accompany-
ing Brunel were Britain's
ﬁneit bridge builders...

and in 1859 an 1860 ft. iron

bridge allowed rails to
penetrate into Darshana
and Kushtia.

favourable weather.

Launched in February 1825,
the paddle Steamer
'Enterprise’ was destined to be
the first steam-aided sailing
ship to round the Cape. She
wis put under the command of
Captain Johnston, who had

e afer his sbuesosail

attempt to get financial back-

ing for his own ferred
course via Suez. arriving
in Bengal. a new chapter in

world maritime history com-
menced.

By 1826 numerous engines
were arriving from England
on sailing ships, with the in-
tention that wooden hulls
should be built throughout
Bengal. Local enterprise ap-
parently rose to the occasion,
Marine industrics were estab-
lished at Khulna, Patuakhali,
Narayangan]| and Chittagong.

standing since | had not yet
offered him a chair.

"l am a Bangladeshi
journalist working in Canada. |
have brought you an article for
publication”, he said and
handed to me a thick
cnvelope.

"May | ask you a question 7"
| queried in a voice that was
deliberately humble and sollt.

"Plcase go ahead, Sir,” Lhe
young man said cncouragingly
and sat down on the chair
[acing me.

“Young man, please tell me,
would you be able to see a

w

When a politician,
high official or a
public figure says,
"Come home for a
chat,” I take it to
mean, 'Come home
when I will talk and
you will listen.”

newspaper editor in Canada
withoul an appointment 77 |

and firm, no longer humbie
and soft.

OMETIMES, {t can bc
S the other way round,
that is, it is the visitor
who may regard the mecting
as somcthing of an ordeal
certainly less than a pleasant
expericnce.
llere's something | reeently
hecard from a DBangladcshi
official who, once a Secretary
of a Ministry here, Is now
working for an international
organisation in Kuala Lumpur.
"My first meeling with a
Malaysian official whom | mct
on appointment was a good,
pleasant, learmning expericnee”,
he said. *| was with him for
some 20 minutes. During this
relatively short meeting, short
by Dhaka standards, there

the Central

official at
Sccretariat ?

"During my oflice hours, |
normally had three types of
visitors, [riends and close
colleagues who would drop in
for a chat and some tca;
occasional foreign experts who
would be trealed carelully and
shown a lot of consideration;
and others who would be
walling in Lthe room of my

tu'rn-nnul assistant for hours,
cemingly  with  limitless

palience, challing among
themsclves, smoking and
sipping tea.

"Unless | was with a foreign
guest, | was ncver quite alonc

with a visitor. There would be
phonc calls and peoplc would

were no phone calls, no
inlerruptions, ne other
visitors. A lea t wins
there when | had -m
While we sipped tea, the
official lstened to me with
lotal. undivided attention. as if
for him, this was the mosl
important meeling of the day,
and he made notes. From time
lo time, he asked questions
and sought clarifications,
which helped w0 put our
discussion in a positive
perspective. lle made me
lorget that | sought a favour for
my organisallon. |le me
al case. When the ssion
was over, he set the date for a
follow-up mecting, came up te
the door o sce me offl and
then his secretary
accompanied me o my car
which was parked at the main
enlrance.”

How did iL comparc with
his own treatment of visilors

S. M. Ali

just walk in, sil down and join

the discussion. In suc
situation, the visitor would find
it diMicult to ask for whalever
favour he or she wanicd. This
often suited me

was once advisc
collcague that we must never
let a visitor feel completely at
case, especially I we
suspeeted that he might ask
for a lavour.”

Maybe all this is rather a
cynical, rated version of
what goes on inside the
Sccretariat. I should
contradict i, | be happy to
mail the dendal o our fricnd In

Lumpur,
Here's something from my

A ple of

cou years

called on a Cabinet Illz'cr
an old friend of mine, at his
office. With too many
interruptions, it seon turned
out o be a difficult meeting.

About Visitors, Standards and Values

uncomlortable, the Minister
suggested that | should come
over Lo his residence for tea
the same cvening. "We will

have. a good chal”, he said
cheerfully. _
I came over to his

residence. We did indeed have
a good chat, While we sipped
tea, the Minister talked for
one whole hour, non-stop,
wilthout even a pause, mostly
about his work. | listened
without asking a single
quesidon. As | lell his place,

thanked me profusely for "our

Maybc we are bali-
cally an articulate

people, to put it
nicely, or just garrul-
ous, to put it less
nicely, constanitly

promoti what a

colleague as
our "vocal culture’.

good chat.”
Now, when a politician,
high official or a public fgure
, Come home lor a chat”, |
lake it to mean, "Come home
when | will tatk and you will
listen."
To what do we attribute this
passion for lalking ? Maybe we
are basically an articulate

peoplg, to put il nicely, or just

“ L
back home when he was a high mhnl awkward and again and again ]tn it

sound convincing), to speak in
a particu loud voice (a
habit acqu by politicians in
total d of the usc of
microphone] and, at closed
door meectings, to remain on
the offensive in dealing with
any viewpoint that may not
come from “your own side”

!-hmr. that side may be).

As a fricnd here once put it,
"In our country, moderation
indicales weakness, while in
other cultures, it may be a sign
of recasonablcness.”

ﬁtl&rugﬂnrtntﬂuhhnn.n
sign on the wall says, " Please
do nol talk in a hﬂm

in the waiting room at a
medical clinic on the Elephant
Road, about ten instructions
arc painted on a board. They
inchude scveral obvious ones as
"Do not spit” and "Please wait
for your turn to sec the
doctor.”

But Lhe last one on the
list is something diffcrent,”If
you arc o poor to pay for your
treatment, plcase let us know
in advance.” | am assured that
the clinic never turns away a

poor non—paying patient.
At the Delta Medical Centre

— o give credit where It s due
— all visitors are reguired to
take off their shoes at the
entrance and o

on
provided by the clinic to P

the rooms as -free as
possible.
So, al some levels, ellorts

arc on to raise the level of the
quality of our life. It is certainly
woicome for a start.

Between 1825-1828 weekly
services were established and

a year later a Maudslay engined

stcamer was- 'cheered up the
Kamaphulf'.

The Bengal government
purchased the 'Diana’, which
was the f[irst vessel to ply
Brahmaputra waters, for
Burmese service. It was found
by experiment that the
Brahmaputra River, like the
great Ganges, is a seasonal
river being very shallow during
dry spells. Such rivers re-
quired boats with er.t:r:mr
light dralts, yet be ulx:b
carrying cargocs with
possible immersion. Four ves-
scls werc required and ten-
ders for the engines were di-
vided between Maudslay of
l.ondon and Birmingham's
Boulton and Watt.

The muchinery arrived
safely in Calcutta in forty-eight
packing cases and the steam-
ers 'Hoogly' and
'‘Berhampooter’ were duly
launched 1828. Capable of 50
hp, both vessels were fre-
quently seen around Narayan-
gan] and occasionally up the
Meghna by 1832. 'l‘hey were
able to move under steam a
clear of 240 hours al an
average 37 miles per hour. It
was with fistinct approval that
'‘Bengali merchanis and gentle-
folk alike’ — having been iso-
lated since time began — ren-
dered gratitude to the reposi-
tory of science and invention.
By 1835 the benign London
appointed governor of Bengal
slashed fares by 50%. Such a
benevolent act witnessed the
paddle steamer loading pas-
scngers and [reight as far
aficld as Sirajgan], Ashuganj
and Kushtia. The once f[ar dis-
tanced towns and hamlets
throughout Bengal soon be-
came united.

Not unnaturally, the vesscl
OWTICTS to seriously view
fuel sup with grave con-
cern. Coal from Wales, Lan-
cashire, and Newcastle was la-
boriously hauled by cumber-
some sailing vessel to Lhe now

bustling port of HII'I}"IHIIJ‘I_]
The scarch was on for indige

nous supplics for wood, thnugh
plentiful, failed to contain the
heat value hungry engines de-
manded. A tcam of British ge-
ologisis were despatched by
the Crown, their findings
bringing tidings of great joy to
those engaged in logistics
when coal in abundant quanti-
tics was found in Bihar,
Damodar, Assam and (later)
Sylhet. Within a matter of
months, industries were stim-
ulated, adding impetus to the
rising trade now phcinf Ben
gal on the international ship-
ping lanes.

Glorious Link with
the Greats

Now that England has al
last confermed to John
Donne's maximum about men
and islands, onec question of

does the channel tunnel really

Pound 7 billion from an origi-
nal estimate of Pound 4.7 bil-
lion, and there is stfl no guar-
antee that it will not prove a
bottomiess pit for sharchold-
ers’ and bankers' money : true,
there have been seven deaths
on the British side and two on
the French; and true, there is
the small matter of Kent and
the high-speed link. But if the
present work can be consid-
ered as a discrete operation,
rather than as part of a con-
tinuum originating in the
dreams ol the French mining
engineer Albert Mathicu 188
years ago, the lunnel has been
remarkably light on hecadaches.

The fact is that major works
have comc in over budget
since Stonchenge, and in
those days they could not even
make a scapegoat of labour
costs. Take Brunel's historic

suspension bridge at Clifton,

my frst child, my darling”,
pﬂpmdﬂm-hrthlltu

the costs soared and the
Cmn&ﬂpc“mﬁ

yei more money from. the

sharcholdcrs; or the Ferth
Bridge, where of the 5,000
construction weorkers (2,000
Wth-n oy tunnel)

on the ncw .
57 were killed and about 500

injured.
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