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'Oral surgery not just

extraction of teeth'

by S8.Y. Bakht

A large number of people requiring surgery
for afflictions of the mouth and jaws remain
untreated due to the lack of proper operation
facilities in the country.

According to Dr. Barry N. Fitzpatrick, a vi-
siting Australian oral and maxillofacial sur-
geon, even taking budget constraints into ac-
count, a lot more could be done—than what is
being done th only a little improve-
ment of the existing facilities.

He was in the city recently to share his ex-
perience and expertise with surgeons at the
Oral and Maxillofacial surgery unit of the Dha-
ka Dental College, the only unit of its kind in
the country. the 20-bed unit was set
up in 1983, it became fully operational only
since 1987.

In an interview with The Daily Star, Dr. Fitz-
patrick pointed out that, somewhat misunder-
stood by pcople, this form of surgery is much
more than "just extracting teeth”. Hec ex-
plained that this surgery is a specialized
branch of dentistry managing oral cancers of
the lip, tongue, cheek and jaws, together with
cleft and palates, and fa-
cial deformities and [ractutes
resulting from burn injuries
and road accidents.

The operation theatre lacks

proper equipment and there
is also a shortage of trained

nursing stafl. At present there
arc severe restraints on the
number of operations which
can be performed due to
s of such basic ftems
as drills for cutting bones to
supply of anesthetic gases.
Even the steam sterilizer used
for linen and in--
struments is old and ouldated.
The linens and drapes used to

wounds are also of
poor quality, he said.

Dr. Fitzpatrick said that the
surgeons here arc working under dreadful
conditions with primitive instruments. "The
operation theatre complex is not functioning
optimally at all, thus surgeons are not perform-
ing as many operations as the could or they
would like to" he remarked, adding, "there is
no reason why e cannotl be enhanced,
particularly when existing facilitics can be im-
proved al a very low cost.”

]
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He was so moved by the lack of basic equip-
ment at the surgery unit that he donated all
his personal hand tools that he bought along
from Australia.

During his short stay here, the amiable Dr.
Fitzpatrick consulted about 30 patients dafly
and also performed a number of difficult sur-
geries. In the process, he helped local sur-
geons upgrade their skills and also demon-
siraled of bone and skin grafling

one such bone grafting surgery, a bone

taken from the hip to fix the jaw of road
accident victim. Although this kind of surgery
is quite common in other countries, he said
that this was said to be the first time such an
operation was carried out on Dhaka.

Born in Perth, he graduated in dentistry
from the Perth University and reccived ad-
vanced training in the United Kingdom, Unit-
ed States Of America and Switzerland. He
worked as a fulltime teaching stafl at the
1200-bed Royal Adelaide Hospital and was also
a senior national consultant to the Australian
Armed Services.

9/ .
Dr. Barry N. Fitzpatrick Aus-
tralian surgeon

Currently in semi-retirement from his pri-
vate practice of 20 years in Adelaide, Dr. Fitz-
patrick was here on a sclf-funded trip to find
possible avenucs of cooperation betwcen a
number of Australian surgeons and local sur-
geons, with a view to formalizing the training
of surgeons locally.

Together with a number of his colicagues in
Australia , he said, he has been planning for
the last fcw years to-sct up such a cooperative
programme on a voluntary basis in a de-
veloped country in Asfa. |laving rescarched the
possibilitics in Mayanmar, Cambodia, Bangla-
desh, Laos and Vietnam he said, he found Ban-
gladesh to be most suitablc for such a project.
As the infrastructure—in the form of a Dental
collcge—was already here And this is where
such surgery was neceded the most, he re-

Metropolitan

Ershad's release

demanded

KHULNA Mar. 19: The Jatiya
Party Khulna Unit recently
brought out a procession in
the city demanding releasc of
the party chiel and former
president Ershad.

The processionists paraded
the main thorou
and later held a rlg;‘:;.ch Witk
addressed, among others, by
former whip Mia Musa Hossain,
former minister Mominuddin
Ahmed, former mayor of the
City Corporation Kazi Aminul
H and other JP leaders.

speakers demanded
immediate release of Ershad
and other JP leaders.

The Jaliya Jubo Shanghati,
the youth frent of the Jatiya
Party Khulna District Unit
demanded withdrawal of all
cases against Ershad and other
JP leaders.

in a statement to the press
here on Monday the convenor
and joint convenor of the

organisation Hasibul Haque
u and Shamsher All Mintu

¢ demanded withdrawal ol cases

: filed against city Jube
Dr. Fitzpatrick pointed out that, as overseas Presid T
training is quite cxpensive and takes . oar deputy mayor I:humddln
to five to complete, it is likcly to be pro-} o IPI y

hibitive for local physicians to train abroad.
Thus, training locally with loreign trainers
coming here will be much
more cost cllective, he added.
"Moreover, it's of no use send-
ing someone overseas for
training unless they are
trained for problems that ex-
ist here. You learn more ap-
propriatc surgery in your cn-
vironment, suited to the local
context”, he explained.

Dressed quite casually, Dr.
Fitzpatrick said that he fls
hoping Lo set up such a pyo-
gramme, possibly with the As-
sociation of Australian Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons, to
send a number of surgeons to
help local surgeons sct up a
post graduate training pro-
gramme at the Dhaka Dental
College. He noted that a num-
ber of Australian surgeons have already shown
an interest to volunteer their services in such
a project, and he is quite confident that he will

be able to send about six to
seven surgcons a ycar, Very soon.

These surgeons, he said, will provide tech-
nical expertise and will also introduce a more
systematic approach to surgery. The services
will be totally voluntary and the visiting sur-
geons will come at their own expense. "There
is something to be gained by the Australian
surgeons as well, seeing untreated pathology
in such large numbers,” he added.

Ile ran a number of surgery clinics in many
places in this region, he said. An avid mountain
climber, Dr. Fitzpatrick has travelled to India,
Ncpal and Bhutan on a number of occasions.
He even scaled 21,5000t of the mightly Kan-
chanjangha mountain during one of these vis-
its. He is also an avid clarinct player which, in
his words, "helps retain my sanity.”

This was his second visit to Bangladesh and
he hopes to be back next year, but before that
he would like to send the first batch of Austra-
lian surgeons to Dhaka, he said. He enjoyed his
stay herc and said that he was moved by the
friendliness of the pcople. "Bangladesh’'s great-
est assct are its people,” he said, adding," they
are warm, [rendly and they are beautiful peo-
ple”.

Coming from a facial surgeon, that is quite
a compliment.

Mahmudul Hassan's
Writ resumes
April 24

The writ petition challeng-
ing the detention of Ex-Minis-
ter Major Gen (Retd) Mah-
mudul Hassan will come up for
hearing on April 24, rcports
BSS.

The petition will be heard
before a Division Bench of the
High Court Division compris-
ing Mr. Justice Mohammad

Abdul Jalil and Mr. Justice Kazi
Shafiuddin.

World Meteorology
Day Mar 23

World Metcorology Day will
be observed on March 23 in
the country as elsewhere in
the world, reports UNB.

World Meteorological Or-
ganisation (WMO) cach year
sclects a theme to celebrate
the day. This years themec of
the day will be "the atmo-
sphere of the living planet
carth”.

The day will be observed to
create awarencss among peo-
ple on the global climatic
change, protect environment
and also to project the role of
metcorological science in
combatting natural calamities.

Met office will hold a day
long programme at Iits
prcmises which includes
technical seminar, met
equipment and chart exhibi-
tion and film shows.
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Rotary Club meet
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except Faridpur, Taknal and Bhola that was above normal by

one to six Celsius.
Monday's complex low

persisted over eastern Uttar

Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal and adjoining Bangladesh.

Seasonal low lay over South Bay.
Outlook for su uent two

Extended outlook for another

" “Temperature and Humidity
ties/towns of the country were :

: rain/shower likely.
dlE: little change.
at the major ci-

Towns /Citics Temperature in Celsius Humidity in perceniage
Max Min gam , 6 pm
Dhaka 36.5 23.2 71 33
Chittagong 34.1 22.8 70 54
J38.0 17.0 53 -
Khulna 36.0 22.4 75 51
Dinajpur 36.0 18.3 43 27
Srimangal 36.0 19.6 67 57
Cox's Bazar 356.0 - - 71
Feni 34.9 22.8 64 60
Ishurdi 38.0 17.7 49 32
Highest temperature recorded at the important regional
cities on Tuesday were :
Befjing 11 degrees Celsius Hong Kong 21 degrees Celsius
32 " v Colombo 32 " '

New Delhi 31 *

Calcutta 37 ° A

"FDC promoting corruption’

INekharul Alam Managing
Director of Star Corporation
Ltd producers, distributors
and exhibitors of meotion
pictures in Bangladesh-has
deplored a decision of the
FDC to accord tion
Bangladesh Chalachitra
Shilpa Sangrak-shan Samity
The dccision that prints
will be made by FDC as per
recommendation of the
Samily only was opposcd by
the Star Corporation.

The memorandum, signed by
INckharul Alam, :

*To the best of our knowledge,
Bangladesh Chalachitra
Shilpa Sangrakshan Samily
is not a Regislered
organisation as per Trade
Organisations Ordinance
The basis of grant ol
recognition Lo a body cre-
ated to promote busincss
interest of particular
sections ol the flim industry
‘to the detriment of another
section of the fllm Industry
can not be understood.

Bangladesh Film Dcvelopmen
Corporation is a Public
Sector Corporation and is
therefore obliged to serve
all sections of film industry.
By joining hands with a
particular Samity (which
does not have legal entity),
the BFDC has apparently
surrendered its freedom of
operation and management
to the Samity. This betrays
the objective for which the

was scl up.

"By deciding to make Prints ol
only such Films as would be
recommended by the
Samity, the BFDC has most
blatantly allowed the Samity
to derive financial benefit by
exploiting the Exhibitors by
creating artificial shortage.
One would obviously be
required to ‘purchase’
recommendations at a cost.

“Bangladesh Film Development
Corporation being a Public
Sector Corporation is
required to protect its own
business and profit by
making Prints of as many
films as is possible but by
agreeing to make Prints of
limited number ol Films as
per recommendation ol the
Samity, the BFDC has
apparently played into the
hands ol the Samity and has
agrced to allow the Samity
to make money at the cost
of BFDC.

“Bangladesh, we are tlold ,
believes in [ree economy
and on this basis, has been
inviting forcign investments
we have been producing
motion pictures regularly
with our won moncy. Now
as per ncw decision, we will
be required to arranged
*recommendation® for
getting Prints made out at
FDC Laboratory. We humbly
submit that, this will give
rise to various forms of
corruption and dishonesty
at diflerent levels.

*The decision of the BFDC to
run its Laboratory as per di-
rective of the Samity scems
to be specifically directed
against Exhibitors. It
appears that by restricting
the making of Prints, BFDC
wants o allow the Samity to
regulate and control the
market so that Exhibitors
may be starved and may be
forced to agree to any terms
as may be dictated by the
Samity. In the process,
Exhibitors would be unable
to pay the Capacity Tax. It
seems that the objective of
BFDC and the Samity is to
force the Cinemas to close

. down and therecby to
deprive the Government of
revenue. It 1is rcally
unfortunate that, BFDC and
Samity have taken such a

decision at a time when the
Government is in transition

and a new democratic

Government is about to be
b

ATAB greets
ICAO chiet

The
Sccrelary

and
the

President

GCencral of

| Association of Travel Agents of

Bangladesh (ATAI}) have
greeted the new chicl of the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) Mr
Philippe Rochat, reports [3SS.

By Staff Correspondent
installed. This deciston of
BFDC would obviously put
the new Government W

. hardship and loss of
revenue.

“"Before forming an alllance
with the Samity to exploitl
the Exhibitors, the BFDC
did not even consider
giving a |bhearing fto
Exhibitors, whe form an
imporiant scgment of the

film industry This is agminst
the Principic of natural

Justice.

“"Unilateral decision to lend
support to the Samity
without seriously

and consequent loas to the
Government. Besides, it

may lead o unemployment
of thousands of people ~

Office of the Special Tribunal at Gulshan in city on Tuesday. Stringent security measures

The Duily $tar 3

Homeo students’
action programme
By Staff Cerrespondent

Homeo Medical Chhatra

L

I .,
s "l

..........

" = -
o i L &
y ! 1 -
; =y
#‘I

were taken to prevent any untoward incident during trial of deposed President H M Ershad.

— Star photo

Three receive
Rotary Award ’91

By Staff Correspondent

Rotary Club of Dhaka west
on Tuesday accorded Rotary
Award 90-91 to three distin-
guished personalities for their
outstanding services to the
society.

The recipients of the
Awards are: Nasiruddin Yousuf
(Literature), Qamrul Islam
Chowdhury of Dainik Sangbad
(Journalism), and Ahmed Ullah
Mollah (Teaching).

Rotary District Governor
Rotarian Mustala Zaman Abbasi
gave away the awards.

Dutch envoy
meets DU VC

Mr. Henricus Gajentaan,
Ambassador of Netherlands in
Bangladesh paid a courtesy call
on Professor M. Maniruzzaman
Miah, Vice Chancellor, Dhaka
University Tuesday morning in
the latter's office, says a DU
Press release.

The Vice-Chancellor dis-
cussed with the Ambassador
possibilities ol academic ex-
change programme between
the Dhaka University and the
universities in Netherlands.

&
H&nricul' Gajentaan, Ambassador of Netherlands in

Bangladesh paid a
Maniruzzaman Miah

courtesy call on Professor M.
Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University

Tuesday morning in the latter’s office.

F

'JU cuts Ramzan,
Eid vacation

The Authorities of Jahangir-
nagar University has decided
to shorten its Ramzan and Eid
vacation to ease the current
session Jam, re BSS.

Classes of all the depart-
ments will be now going on till
March 31. Due to this
decision, students will now
enjoy a 25-day vacation instead
of 40 days.

Cultural week ends

The week-long cultural and
literary competition of the
Kamaluddin Hall of Jahangir-

University ended at the

nagar
hall auditorium on Tuesday,

| reposts DS

Scventy seven students took

rt in 11 ftems of the
compelition. The competition
included debate, story telling,
instrumental music, Rabindra
sangect, Nazrul sangeet, mod-
ern songs and rural song.

One killed, 5 hurt

in road mishap

One person was killed and
five others were injured, when
a speeding truck and a baby
taxi collided head on at Kalch-
pur arca on Narayangan)
Demra road Sunday police
sald, reports BSS.

DHAKA WASA
TENDER NOTICE

#rasTd o necws AP agrm v e wnfes aew
TR W SR Wi e ofieny s

anybody is present).

WASA : PR:1:111/91
DFMC) 3081-17/3
G-21

Tenders are invited from the Ist, 2nd and 3rd class
supply contractors/genuine suppliers enlisted with
Dhaka WASA for printing of Pad and Supply works.
Tenders shall be received upto 12.00 hours on 28.3.91
and shall be opencd on 12.30 hours on the same day, in
presence of tenderers or their representatives (if

Tender schedule will be available from the office
of the Chief Accounts Officer, Dhaka WASA, WASA
Bhaban, 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue and all
MODES Zonal Offices of Dhaka WASA. Other
detailed terms and conditions will be available from
the officers of the undersigned.

5d/-
Secretary
DHAKA WASA

"WASA Bhaban”
98, Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue, Dhaka.




