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NEWS BRIEFS
UGC chairman

Prof. Shamsul Huq, acting
chairman of the University
Grants Commission (UGC), has
been appointed chairman of
the commission for four ycars,
an offlicial handout said in
Dhaka Tuesday cvening.

AL executive

body meet

The adjourncd mecting of
the cxecutive commiltce of
Bangladcsh Awami Leaguc be-
gan in Dhaka Tuesday with
party chiel Sheikh Hasina in
the chair. The meceting
discussed post-clection politi-
cal siluation in the country. It
was adjourned till 10 am today,
reports [ISS.

Bush-Mandela: No
acrimony

WASHINGTON, Mar 19: The
White llouse said on Monday
that President George Bush
and South Africa’'s Nelson
Mandecla spoke by telephone
recently about the Gulfl war and
US sanctions on Pretoria but it
denied reports that the con-

versalion was acrimonious, re-
poris Reuter.

Israeli raid on
Lebanon
SIDON(Lebanon), Mar 19:
Isracli warplancs raided a basc
of a radical Palestinian gucrilla
faction near a refugee camp in
south Lebanon on Tuesday, sc-

curily sources reported, re-
ports Reuter.

Soviet choppers
ISLAMABAD, Mar 19:

Guerillas fighting the Sovict-
backed Alfghan government
said today had shot down
lwo military helicopters near
thc besicged eastern garrison
town ol Khost, reports Reuter.

Iftar and Sehri timinEs
r Diay Lasi thne for Sebwi  Jlasr
L] Thursday

443 am 6.18 pm
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you are

Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man

likely to kill by

rash driving may be you!
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Acting President Justice Shahabuddin forms 31- member Council of Ministers

Begurn Khaleda Em First woman Prime MlnIMr nf Bnngla&uh

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Khaleda Zia, Chair-
person of h National-
ist Party (BNP) and lcader of
the majority party In the Par-
llament, was appointed Prime
Minister Tucsday. Acting Pres-
ident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed also formed a Council
of Ministers with 10 cabinct
and 21 state ministers.

The Prime Minister, cabi-
net ministers and state minis-
ters will take oath at 3 pm to-

day at Bangabhaban.
The cabinet ministcrs Are:
Mirza Golam Hafiz, Dr

Badrudduza Chowdhury, Major
General [Retd) Majedul Hug, A
S. M. Mustafizrur Rahman, Sai-
fur Rahman, Abdus Salam
Talukder, Col (Recid) OH
Ahmed, Keramat Ali, M. K.
Anwar and Shamsul Islam
Khan.

The state ministers are:
Sheikh Razzak All, Tarequl Is-
lam, Abdul Matin, Dr. Mushar-
ral Hussain, Barrister Rafiqul
Islam, Shamsul Islam. Abdul
Mannan Bhuyan, Darrister
Zamiruddin Sircar, DBarrister
Nazmul Huda, Maj (Retd) A.
Mannan, Abdullah Al Noman,
Mirza Abbas, Abdul Mannan,
Kabir liossain, Mujibur Rah-
man, Principal Yunus Khan,
Mohammad Nurul Huda, Mo-
hammad Ansar Ali, Osman Gani
Khan, Lutlar Rahman and Prol.
A. Mannan.

Acting President will an-
nounce the rtfollos of the
minisiers a state ministers
loday.

The appointment of Prime
Minister and formation of the
Council of Ministers ended the
debate over Acting President’s
power to induct partymen in
the cabinet. The Acting Presi-
dent formed the cabinet un-
der Article 58(3) and 58(1)
which empower the President

‘Awami League, CPB MPs take oath

Sheikh Hasina signing the register after taking oath
along with other Awami League MPs (picture on Page-
10) to sit in parliament as opposition leader for the second

time.

—Star photo

Hasina on formation of Council of Ministers

Constitutionally alright,
' polltlca]ly wrong

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina said on Tuesday, consti-
tutionally therc was nothing
wrong in forming the Council
of Ministers, but politically it
would be a betrayal with the
people’'s movement.

Talking to newsmen she
n:penled her views that forma-

tion of the Council of Ministers
al this juncturc would only al-
fect the neutrality of the
Acting President who owes his
power ta the November 19
Joint Declaration of the three
major political alliances.
Sheikh llasina said the

See Page 10-Col 8

By Staff Correspondent
Eighty-five MPs-elect of parliament. :
Bangladesh Awami League, led Bangladesh Awami League

by their party chiel Sheikh
Hasina took oath of office on

Two nl.her MPs-elect of the
Awami League were indisposcd
and could not take oath.

Earlier, five MPs-elect of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), led by
Shamsuddoha took oath of of-
fice.

Most of the AL MPs were
clad in pyjama and ‘Mujib coat’
while Sheikh Hasina, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury and Maliya
Chowdhury wore silk sarces.

Chie Election
Commissioner Justice M. A.
Roufl administered the oath at
a simple ten-minute ceremony.

Sheikh Hasina appeared ill
at ease during the swearing-in
ccremony and later expressed
her feelings.

She saild that victory had
been snatched from the Al by
what she termed "a very calcu-
lated unlair practice in a sccm-
ing by frce and fair election.”

it was Sheikh Hasina's scc-
ond time in parliament. She
was first elected an MP in the
May 7, 1986 elcctions, boy-
cotted by Seven-party and
Five-party alliances, and be-
came the leader of the opposi-
tion in Parliament.

Sheikh Hasina and 77 other
MPs of the Third Parliament
joined the opposition move-
ment against the Ershad
regime on July 12, 1987 in
protest against the passage of
the District Council Bill which
had provided for representa-
tion of the armed forces. The
Act was later amended.

AL had boycotted the 1988
elections and was unrcpre-
sented in the Fourth
Parliament. Sheitkh Hasina is
also destined to be the leader

. of the uppo.iﬂnn in the fifth

had occupied 282 out of 300
seats in the first parliamentary
clections held on March 7,
1973. It bagged a total of 38
seats in the Second
Parliamentary elections held
on February 18, 1979,

Its share of seats in parlia-
ment is increasing gradually.
In 1986 AL bagged 78 scals.
This time it has already occu-
picd 87 scats. By-clections in
tcn constituencies are still
awaited.

Tolayel Ahmed, Organising
Seccretary of AL who won from
two Bhola constituencies
loocked jubilant. )

He said he would retain the
Bhola-1 seat and vacate Bhola-
2.

Rashed Mosharral also ap-
peared very happy to be among
the AL leadcrs.

lie was busy exchanging
wishes, shaking hands and
embracing fellow MPs, journal-
ists and parliament secrelariat
oflicials.

After the oath taking
Sheikh Hasina and other AL
MPs signed the oath, and the
book containing list of MPs in
the room of the Parliament
Secretary Abdul Awal.

Before going to the
Parliament building the AL
MPs-elect had assembled at
Bangabandhu Bhaban and
placed garlands at the portraft
of Bangabandhu.

Later, Abdul Mannan of BNP
and Shahjahan Chowdhury of
Jamaat, who failed to take oath
on Sunday, were also sworn In.

With the ocath-taking of AL
and CPB MPs-elect on Tuesday
the total number of MPs
sworn-in totalled 256. Two
MPs-elect of Awami League
and 31 MPs-elcet of Jatiya
Party are yet to be sworn-in.

to appoint a member of Par-
llament who enjoys majority
support as ministcr and
form a council of ministers to
advise him in running the gov-
ernment.

Awami League chief Sheftkh
Hasina ecarlier o the
formation of cabinet -
ing members [rom only one
party. She stated that in such
an event Acting President
would lose his neutrality. Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed dis-
misscd this contention saying
he was constilutionally obliged
o form the council of minis-
ters alter the MPs took oath.
All other parties except Awami
League ecarlier u the Act-
ing President to form cabinet
with BNP members.

Khaleda Zia is the [irst
woman DPrime Minister of
3Jangladcsh. She and her party
BNP rcturncd to power alter
ninc ycars. Ousted President
II. M. Ershad scized power
from DBNI’ government on
March 24, 1982 in a military
coup. Khaleda Zia, who was a
housewife joined politics at a
very crucial time in 1982. She
spearhcaded anti-Ershad
movement on November 28,
1983. Alter that she fought Er-
shad and his cronics relent-
lcasly. She refused to take part
in any clection undcr Ershad
and foreed played a pivotal role
in last December's mass up-
surge which led to the down-
fall of Ershad. ller party

emcrged as the single largest
party winning 130 scats oul ol
299 in thc parliament elec-
tions. Awami League got 88
scals.

With the formation of the
Council of Ministers
Bangladesh has returmed to a
democratic order after nine

See Page 10 Col 2

| Drastic steps

against AL
dissidents

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League is likely to
take drastic action against
some of its leaders for anti-
party role in the February 27

parliamentary polls. The party
will soon serve show cause

notices u the leaders who
contested the polls violating
party decision and were en-
gaged in activities contrary to
party interests, AL sources
said. Moves were also under
way to find out the causes of its
defeat in the polls.

The fourth scssion of the AL
exccutive committee extended
mecting Tuesday chaired by
party chiel Shcikh Hasina ex-
pclied Asadul Huq Khasru, a
central leader, for contesting

tlhe February polls against an
AL-nominaled candidate from

See Page 10Col 8

Moudud, Hasan
refuse to take
oath as MPs

By Staff Correspondent

Former vice president
Barrister Moudud Ahmed and
former home minister Maj Gen
(Retd.) Mahmudul Hasan on

refused to take oath in

Tuesday
the absence of other MPs-clect

ol Jatiya Party.

They were produced at the
Sangsad Bhlbl.n for cath taking
in the aflternoon by the
Ministry of Home Affairs as
they were in detention.

Clarifying the matter
Parliament Secretary Abdul
Awal told waiting newsmen the
Parliament Secretariat had
made all preparations on get-
ting a letter from the Home
Ministry that the two Mps-

See Page 10 Col 6

Khaleda Zia Prime Minister

Deposed President H. M. Ershad being
on Tuesday. While the ex-President is facing an arms case

in a
appointed Prime Minister.

whisked into a car

Special Tribunal, his arch adversary Begum Zia is

— Star photo

A twist of fate
for Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Ousted President Ersha
who came fo power ng
the BNP nt in 1982
was put in the dock of a
special tribunal on Tuesday to
be tried for {liegally posscssing
arms.

It was an irony of fate that
on the samc day the Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed announced a council of
ministers with Khaleda Zia.
Ershad's arch rival, as Prime
Minister.

Ershad had undermined the
judiciary of thc country just
afler his taking over of power
in 1982, but on Tuesday he
sought f[air-justice from the
Tribunal.

Another twist ol fate was
that the Judge who had
presided over the trial of BNP
ministers during Ershad’s
Martial Law period, is now
presiding over the Special Tri-

.. bunal sci up for his (Ershad's)
trial.

Mcanwhile hall a dozen
cascs including sedition, mur-
der and defalcation of funds
have been lodged against Er-
shad in different courts.

The enquiry commission
sct u the carctaker -
tm":“:’!f has so far mcﬂvnln
about 1600 al against
Ershad of which about 60 alle-
gations arc learnt to be tenable
to the Court.

Today (Wednesday] another
casc related to recovery of a
huge amount of money from
his residence will begin at the
Special Judge Court to be
housed in the same
and chaired by the same
Judge.

The gallery of the Tribunal
was filled with local and for-
eign journalists and eminent

See Page 10 Col /

I am 1nnocent,

pleads

Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Ousted President H.M.
Ershad has been formally

cha.rga:l for tllegally possessing

Er-had was produced be-
forc the Special Tribunal on
Tuesday morning to face the
charges against him.

He was brought from the
Gulshan sub-jail at 10:50 am.

On hearing the ¢
against him, Ershad plm
not guilty and sought justice
from the Tribunal.

District and Scssions Judge
Mohammad Habibullah, who

chaired the one Special
Tribunal adjourned the hearing
for seven days till March 27.

Ershad, wearing an ofl-
white full-slceved salart suit
entered the Tribunal smiling
bul his mood c as the
proceedings started and his

TIsrael refuses to swap Golan Heights for peace

JERUSALEM, Mar 19:
Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, under domestic pres-
sure to reject territorial con-
cessions, saild on Monday
Isracl would not return the
Golan Heights to Syria in
exchange for peace, report
Reuter.

Shamir's comment alter a
stormy session of a parliamen-

tary committee followed right-

Health

win
‘ had

Minister Ehud Olmert

charges that

' suggested in a US speech that

Isracl was prepared to negoti-
ate the future of the strategic
plateau.

The Prime Minister who
has rejected US calls to trade
land for said Olmert's
view that the Jewish state
could meet Syria in talks with-
out preconditions did net
mean any acceptance of its po-
sition.

They could say to US we

want the Golan Heights and
we'll say ‘'we won't give it to
you', "Shamir told reporters,

s0 here are your negotiations.”

Shamir said he eould dis-
cuss and economic co-
operation with Syria but no
country would negotiate en
territories that belong to one
of them.

To underscore his determi-
nation to hold the plateau that
overiooks the Syrian plain to
the north and the Sea of
Galilee to the west Shamir's
office issued a formal state-
ment saying there is no con-
sideration of changing or can-

celling the 1981 law that an-
nexed the region.

Housing Minister Ariel
Sharon, a hard-liner, was re-
ported to have called on
Sunday for Israel to effectively
annex parts of the occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Isracli newspapers said
Sharon said in a cabinet meet-
ing that lsracli law should be
formally extended to all Jewish
sctllements set up in the oe-
cupied territories. He said it
would prevent formation of a

Palestinian state.

Israel's annexation of the
Golan Heights and Arab cast
Jerusalem which drew inter-
national condemnation con-
sisted of extending lsracli law
into the occupied arcas.

US Secretary of State James
Banker who was in Jerusalem
last week o test chances for
Isracli Arab peace, condemned
lsraeli settlement policy In a
televiston interview on Sunday .

That's de facto annexation,
Baker said In Washinglon.

. in the absence of ne

is changing the facts and
cirrunul.lncn on the ground
tiation.”
Since !967 lsracl has set-
thed some 150,000 Jews In
eas! Jerusalem o ensure
manent control. Another
100,000 Jews havwe mowved inito
the West Bank and Caza Strip
and about 10,000 inte the
Golan Heights.
Earller larnel's Army Chief
Dan Shomron has su
the country could swap land
See Page 10 Col 2

Before the trial
shad's Defence Shaha-
dat Hossain talked w0 him for a

' Revolt in

Khulna Jail
By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 19: Prisoncrs
in Khulna Jail revolied Tuesday
aflernoon demanding In-

creased facilities and speeding




