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Priority to Education

In their meeting with Begum Zia on
Wednesday, the leaders of APSU expressed the
hope that her government would give priority to
education. We are heartened te note that the
BNP leader pledged to do so. To say that our
education system is in need of serious reforms is
to understate the problem. It has needed such
reforms for quite sometime. The question is, will
such reforms be forthcoming under the new gov-
ernment? Every aspect ol our education system
requires urgent attention — educational policy,
planning, infrastructure, training, syllabi, test
book production, quality of teachers., mainte-
nance of the educational calendar and finally the
seriousness of our students.

Many of the above problems are technical and
will require experts to look into them. But some
others are political and can be solved with a sin-
cerity of purpose and a commitment for
Bangladesh's development. Begum Zia, her party
and APSU have, the necessary commitment . The
challenge is to implement it. In this regard APSU
can once again play a pivotal role by leading the
students towards a new commitment to quality
education, in the primary, secondary and higher
levels.

The role of education in the future develop-
ment of Bangladesh should be clear in the minds
of the BNP and APSU leaders. Its role is central.
It is education that creates the human resource,
the appropriate intellectual environment, the
motivation and the openness to technology that
leads to creativity, innovation and dynamism that
moves a soclety forward. It is well known that
Japan's educational reforms during the period
popularly called the Maiji Restoration, more than
a century ago, was one of the principal reasons
for her subsequent success. It was Republic of
Korea's Investment in education starting from
late fiflies till today that brought about its spec-
tacular success. Similar experiences can be gath-
ered from Taiwan and Singapore. More recently
the economic success of Malaysia and Thailand,
closely followed by that of Indonesia can, to a
large extent, be attributed to the seriousness with
which these countries pushed forward their
mass and higher education.

Sometimes it is said that Bangladesh is too
poor to invest adequate resources in education.
What is perhaps more true is that Bangladesh is
too poor NOT to invest adequate resources in
education. If we are to break out of the poverty
cycle; if we are to be able to increase
employment, income and productivity, we must
educate our people. Since our most abundant
resource is human beings, the only way we can
tackle our mass poverty is to equip them to be
more productive and venture into new areas of

actlivities.
Il we want to attract foreign investment, the

only way for doing so is to develop our human re-
source. Higher cost of labour in Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand and elsewhere in SE Asia
may likely drive foreign investment in our direc-
tion. We must be ready to receive it. The interna-
tional community — World Bank, Unesco, Unicef+
UNDP, bi-lateral donors and private foundations
— are all willing to help Bangladesh in this re-
gard. The question is, are we ready and willing to’
help ourselves?

Let Ramna Live Again

There is something very delinitely wrong with
the Ramna Park. It has been so for quite some
time now. It is good to see a group of responsible
persons calling attention to the gradual degener-
ation of the park. These call for action to prevent
further decay of the park should be heeded by
the appropriate authority without any more loss
of time.

Dhaka, cute little town in colonial India. There
some parks in city even then. Coronation Park,
just by the Buckland Bund promenade was the
greenest and, unfortunately for the people of the
Naya Bazar area, Sirajuddowlah Park was the
barest — and during the Second World War it was
reduced to all trenches and nothing beside. It
never recovered from that violation. The Dhaka

residents hardly felt the absence of properly kept

parks as the whole of the New Town or the
Ramna area was an unbounded park.

From fortyseven to fiftysix it is not much of a
span in time terms. But for Dhaka it was the start
of a cancerous growth. The sleepy Eden College
area, hedged around by avenues of wonderful Ar-
jun trees was transformed into the hub of the
city with the college housing the secretariate of
the new provincial government. M.A.Jabbar, the
PWD chiefl and founder of the Institution of Engi-
neers, perceived a threat in that growth to the
proverbial quality of life of Dhaka. And he started
on the job of creating what ever since then has
been known as Ramna Park. The work was greatly
helped by the presence of the old and lovely little
government nursery just across the road. Unfor-
tunately it was again some engineers who killed
this dream ol retreat and erected the Sarak Bha-
- van on its grave. |

From the late fifties to the early seventies this
was about the only park in the city. In seven-
tythree work on transforming the DCGR horse-
racing course into the present Suhrawardy Udyan
started. That was a gift from Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to the residents of Dhaka that
will hopefully endure well into the next century.

However, that shouldn't have occasioned a fall
in attention to the Ramna Park. For many years it
doesn't seem to have any supervision and control.
It seems to be as uncared as can be — what with
suspicious characters making a regular haungof
it. The hundred-and-odd year old serpentine —
the so-called lake — around which the park was
created goes a mile everyday to being a pit of un-
healthful heavy liquid, in spite of the laborious
digging of the whole thing only some time back.

Ramna Park, by any standard, is a national as-
set. It not only has to be preserved, it has to be
helped to live. Only then can we hope to live
ourselves,

igns that

26 years ol human rights

abuse by Malawi's Life
President Hastings Kamuzu
Banda and his Malawi Congrcss
Party (MCP) are about to end.
In October, the organisation
Africa ‘Watch provided new
evidence of abuse, the
police killing of more than 20

:Mrn in Lilongwe last

All dissent is ?kn-ﬁ:llly
suppressed and detention

without trial is the regimc's
major weapon against any form
of criticism. This has forced all
opposition into exile, leading
to the recent lormation of the
People's Liberation Army of
Malawi (PLAM).

In Zimbabwe, 1990 opened
with President Robert Mugabe

| insisting on his vision of the

onc-party state [ollowing his
re-election to a third five-year
term last March. Mugabe de-
clared himsell a strong disci-
ple of the one-party system,
telling the West to go to hell
and s romoting multiparty
pnlltll:t::'nphﬁ'lu.n‘

But widcspread opposition
to Mugabe's move eventually
forced him to put it ofl. At the
August Politburo mecting, 21
of the 26 members stood
against the plan.

In Tanzania, President Al
Hassan Mwinyl was re-elected
for the second five-year term—
his last, since the constitution
has been amended limiting
presidential tenure to two
terms.

A lively, open debate s rag-

TS well established a fact
I that social cohesion and

economic development of
a country are linked to the
state of affair in its political
arcna. Political scientists have
conclusively proved that there
cxists a direct relationship
between political stability and
overall development of a
nation. Their findings may be
summarized as follows: =

a) Economic growth is di-
rectly related to political sta-

hihtnlb] Economic sta tion
or chaos is inversely related to

political stability. c) Integrity
and cohesion within a society
is a direct function of the de-
gree of stability in it's political
system. d) Social disorder and
the resultant insecurity is a di-
rect outcome of political in-
stability. €) The more stable a
political system is, the more
likclihood therc is of a bal-
anced development in all the
strata of society. [} Political
stability gives rise to a sound
bureaucratic system, it ensures

accountability and the services
delivered are more wellare-

oriented. g) For transition to a
higher state of economy (such
as [rom a non-industralized to
an industrialized one) political
stability is a must. h) For cul-
tural aflluence and growth in
other social overhcads such as
ceducation, communication etc.
political stability is a prerequi-
site. f) Rapid growth of institu-
tional and infrastructural
framework of a nation is aided
by the stability in its political
system.

Let us now see what impli-
calions Lhese findings have in
our context. Bangladesh is a
couniry which has passed
through innumerable upheavals
and turmoils beginning with
the days when the Aryan in-
vaders set foot on this land of
Banga. At no time could any
form of political stability crys-
tallize in it's soil. The land was
‘ours’ but the rulers were
allens. For a nation striving
hard to asscrt its identity it
was a sad beginning. The
Aryans were followed in suc-

cession by thce Sultans, the
Turks from Fargana and last of

all the British Raj. It was a cav-
alcade of invaders set to loot
and phlunder the riches of a de-
fenseless nation. The very
identity of the nation was time
and n trampled and mo-
lcsted and what left behind
was a legacy based on exploita-
tion of the weaker classes and
repression of the poor, We
could not devclop culturally
because it's very foundation
had a crisis of identity, and
laid on it were bricks some-

ing about press freedom and
possible multipartyism to
with the Chama Cha
Mapinduzi ([CCM), the only lc-
plrrly in Tanzania.
or Uganda, President Yow-
eri Museveni's National Resis-
tance Movement [NRM) has
extended its interim term by
five years to 1995, to “give Lhe
movement time to implement
its programmes.”

Muscveni's political oppo-
nents accuse him of tuat-
ing himsell in power and have
challenged him to lift the ban
on party politics imposed
when he came to power in
1986. He has asked his oppo-
nents o give their views Lo Lhe
Constitution Review Commis-
shon.

A draft constitution should
be ready by 1992 for debate by
a conslituent assembly before
final a by the national
assembly in time for general
elections in 1995,

In North Africa, Libya,
Morocco, Mauritania, Niger
and Chad have shown few signs
of reform or move to political
pluralism. After December ri-
ots in Morocco that killed 30
the government pledged social
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and pay improvements.
Colone]l Muamar Gadalll re-

mains firmly in control of Libya
and is still scemingly popular
with his people, while in Mau-
ritania Coloncl Maouya Taya
carrics on lerror nrgtlhnic
purges.

Elsewhere, it is also busi-
ness as usual Captain Blaise
Compaore, who toppled and
killed Thomas Sankara In
1987, rules on in Burkina Faso
with no plans for general elec-
tions or return to civilan rule
on his agenda.

In Egypt, parliamcntary
clections were boycotled by
the main opposilion partics on
the grounds that the elecloral
systcm favoured President
liosni Mubarak's National
Democratic Party (NDP) which
WOrn.
Algeria held local council
elections, the first open to op-
position parties, on June 12,
following a series of violent
anti-government demonstra-
tions led by Islamic fundamen-
talists.

The contest was bctlween
the ncwly legalised Islamic
Salvation Front (F1S) and Pres-
ident Chadli Benjedid's Front

de Liberation National (FLN)
after its 28 years of unchal-
lenged rule. The results were a
vole of no confidence in the
FLN.

The FIS won majorities in
56 per cent of Algeria's 1500
local councils, the FLN only 32
per cent. The 13 per cent was
shared out between the
smaller :

Alter 28 years of suffering
from FLN incompetence, cor-
ruption and arrogance, the
volers firmly rejected it in the
first chance they were given.
This was in a sensec harsh for
Benjedid and his reformers
who, since the riots of October
1988, have been putting in
place the wvery political and
cconomic reforms which have
now t about the FLN's
downfall. He could well be the
Gorbachev of Algeria

The latest figure to chal-
lenge the political hegemony
of the FLN as it totters towards
disintegration is its founder
and [irst Algerian president,
Ahmed Ben Bella. He returned
in September alfter 10 years in
cxile and launched a new
party, the Movemen! for
Democracy in Algeria (MDA).

Alter their prize take in the
local elections, the FIS is now
a scrious contender in the par-
llament elections brought
forward from 1992 to ecarly
1991 —the clections that will
for Lthe first time lake opposi-
tion parties into parliament,

and probably with a big major-

in neighbouring Tunisia, lo-
cal council elections were also
held in June. Tunistan funda-

mentalists ted, along
with all legal par-
tics, and most mm

rised ones too.

Facing opposition in only 19
of 246 councils, the ruling
RCD took 98 per cent of Lhe
votes. The turnout was offi-

cially put at about 80 per cent,
a figure few observers found

plausible.

As the magazine Middle
East put it: "Tunisia’'s non-clee-
tions provided the clearest
possible contrast to events
next door, in Algeria. .. Tunisia's
caution means that the country
is now il anything going back-
wards in the North Alrican
race for democracy ... °

Algeria’s experiment with
decmocracy is so [ar the most

Political Stability Needed
for National Development

by Helal Uddin Ahmed

times alien, sometimes of sus-
pect origin.

We could not build our
economy becausc the humble
structures on its foundation
were blasted by the invaders
who remodelled them only to
rcpeat the [eat.

So all these long long ycars
what we lacked was a political
system sound, strong and
stable, capable of discharging
it's duty as a guarantor of
stalchood, protecting the
people's identity and culture,
providing them with social se-
eurity and emancipating their
economy through mobilization
resources. What we lacked was
a system stable enough to rally
round and strive for prosper-
ity. Until the masses identily
themselves with the system
which brings together the so-
cictal fragments and gives
shape to the political entity
called state, it is unlikely that
they will work for advancing
it's cause. Until they realize
that the state machinery is
ready to cater to their nceds
and remove the imbalance,
inequality and disparity that
cxist, we cannot expect the
masses to rally round the ma-
chinery and join hands for
overall development. In the
light of the preceding when
we analyze the developments
in world political history, two
facts emerge clearly. Firstly,
for national growth and devel-
opment, there must exist a po-
litical system stable enough to
sustain the onslaught of time,
and secondly, the system
should be credible enough to
convince the masses of its ne-
cessity. The measure ol credi-
bility is not mercly tall talks or
slogans, but deeds which are
concrete, verifiable and visibly
effective. :

Let us again focus our atten-
tion on Bangladesh, more
specifically since the day we

- carncd our independence. Ini-

tially the moral was high, for-
cign aid was [lowing in like
tides in the high noon, and the
stage was all sct for a Her-
culcan effort to re-build the
country. Hopes rose even
higher when the late Banga-
bandhu returned from Pakistan
to take the reins in his own
hands. But within a short time

| sl

the dreams were all shattered.
Suddenly we discovered that
the Sonar Bangla of the le-
gends was indeed not all that
golden. Morally we were In-
consistent, politically we
lacked the drive and initiative
and cconomically we did not
have sufficient resources. What
resulted was political blunders,
chaos and confusion, and ulli-
mately a bloody changcover. In
this difficult situation a new
saviour emerged in the shape
of Ziaur Rahman. But tragically

his reign was also cut shot just
when everything appeared to
be¢ moving towards a right di-
rection. The ugly lace of autoc-
racy, dcceplion and dictator-
ship stepped Into the scene
and the country was dragged,
bullicd and thrown into a long
spell of political uncertainty,
turmoil, intrigue and foulplay.
It was a another nine years be-
fore the down of democracy
could once again descend on
our soil.

It is time that politicians,

right and left, red and green,
realize that [raud, anarchy, de-
ccption and [riction cannot do
any ultimate good to a country,
either in the short or in the
long run. They create political
instability, loosens cohesion in
the social [abric and act as bad
precedence for the future. We
must take lessons from our
history because we simply can
not afford to ignore them any
longer.

Telcrance Is the essence of
democracy’:
What can be solved through
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happening in the world today -

Mauritius, Sencgal, The
Gambia and Botswana remain
Africa's showcases that demo-
cratic plufalism is possible
without bloodshed. For in-
stance, In DBolswana both
president and parliament are
elected In free and falr elec
tlons.
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The Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP) has remained in
power since independenct in
1966, but there is a healthy
opposition by the Botswana

Peopie’'s Party (BPP) and the
Botswana National Front (BNF)

ncgotiation and d need
not be solved through friction
and wviolence. Politictans be-
longing to all camps and all
shades of opinion should ook
into the of their
action shelve their petty party
lincs whenever Lhe situation
dictates and decide on a joint
coursc which is best for the
present and the postcerity

Let the tragedy that sur-
round Lhe Biblical tower [Babel
act as a reminder for us ol the
need o understand cach
other's language, the nced for
cohesion and consensus — {f
we are to build a tower of our
own. Let the flag of democracy
that we have hoisted altler so
many ycars ol pathos and pain
continue to flatter uninter-
rupted spreading the mcssage
of tolerance, tranquillity, dis-
cipline and pcace — the virtucs
without which we cannot sur-
vive.

N 1989, the Burecau of In
I ternal Revenue (BIR) was

. assigned by the Aquino
government a tax-collection
quota of 79.8B billion pesos
(US$2.8 billion).

With that goal, the BIR had
to collect taxes at the rate of
154,000 pesos (US$5,500)
per minute of its working
time.

The BIR, one of the two
biggest revenuc-raising agen-
cics of the government along
with the Bureau of Customs,
not only achieved that goal; it
overshot its target by 2.2 bil-
lion pesos (US$78.6 million)
and collected a total of 82 bil-
lion pesos (US$2.9 billion).

Last year, the government
increased by about 25 billion
pesos (US$892 million) BIR's
tax-collection target to 104.9
billion pcsos (US$3.7 billion).
This meant the agency had to
raisc 201,000 pesos
(US$7,100) per minute of its
working time.

As of last December 22,
BIR's total collection reached
103.8 billion pesos (US$3.7
billion), or just 1.1 billion pe-
s08 (US$35.7 million) short of

I that goal. A BIR report, made

available to Depthnews, how-
cever, said it could have
reached that were it not
for the long Christmas holi-

[ Aquino Gout Succeeds in
Hiking Tax take

Manolo B. Jara writes from Manila

*I'm almost sure that il
there is any shortfall, it will be
minuscule or less than | per
cent of our total goal,” says
Revenue Commissioner Jose
Ong,

A Finance Department offi-
cial agreed, saying : "One per
cent or less shortfall in collec-
lion is not important and is
(often) ignored.®

of 1980, Commissioner Ong
SETys.

The improvement in tax
collection has been accompa-
nied by an increase in the
number of tax filers and paying
tarx filers, according to Com-
missioner Ong.

lle says that when he took
over the BIR in 1988, there
were 2.2 milllon tax filers and

Agency not only reaches .targets in revenue
collection but also increases number of

i ful i

Commissioner Ong also
noted that the BIR had to cope
with obstacles that tended to
impede its tax-collection ef-
forts for 1990. The first is nat-
ural calamities, notably the
July 16 killer earthquake and
the two destructive typhoons
that wrought havoc on the

country last year.

Another is a tax measure
approved by Congress which
not only changed the system ol
taxing oil products but also re-
duccd by 30 per cent the tax
rates. “"This measure ac-
counted for out losing 1.2 bil-
lion pesos of excise taxes on
oil products in the last quarter

1.4 million paying filers. The

following year, the number of
tax filers rose to 2.4 millien

and the number of rs to
1.8 million. i

*From these figures, il is
readily seen that whilc there
was an increase in filers ol
200,000 in the succeeding
ycar, there was also a corre-
sponding increase in the pay-
ing tax filers of 400,000, he

says.

Commissioner Ong adds :
“This means that even assum-
ing that all 200,000 new tax
filers are , there were
200,000 more out of the old
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columns should be

ILetters for pubiimtion_i-n these
addressed to the Editorr:fund legibly written or typed

address.
The Queen's pet

Sir, I am greatly sorry to
learn the news that Queen
Elizabeth was recently bit-
ten by one of her own pet
corgis after she tried to
stop a savage fight among
the Royal dogs. I sincerely
wish Queen's early and easy
recovery.

Meanwhile, I would like
to mention here my expe-
rience about the English
dogs. Dog is the most
favourite pet among the
English people. One would

with double space. For' reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

hardly find an

English fam-
ily which rears no dog. To
them, these pets are inno-
cent, and harmless. But I
could never agree to their
view. During my stay in

England, most of the
evening 1 used to visit a
park nearby our residence
with my compatriot. The
dogs visiting the same park
with their masters wouldn't
allow us to stroll or sit
carelessly. They would ei-
ther chase us or try to
touch our clothes or hands

or would bark. We were
rather allergic to these
pets but their masters,
some of them our friends
too, would always plead
that dogs were harmless
and innocent; they only
wished to do fun with us.

So far so good. But the
fun became a regular rou-
tine. Then we thought to
carry some stick with us to
scare or punish those
naughty dogs. Of course it
was very diflicult to cane
them as the English laws
are too strict : However, we
never had to punish them
because later on they be-
came [riendly to us.

But now, biting the
Queen, the English dog has
proved a fact (one we tried
to establish) that it is not
that much innocent and

harmless as it was thought
to be |

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College,

Dhaka -1207.

Bangladesh Festival

Sir, The latest Bangla-
desh Festival at Hotel
Sheraton, Dhaka, co-
sponsored by BPC, is one
more success story of
Parjatan mainly in terms of
long benefils rather
than instant profits owing
to its innovative and reno-
vaied . Without
such t endeavours, a
nation's cultural heritage
cannot be effectively ex-

. posed and popularized

among other nations.

Projection of character-
istic soclo-cultural and nat-
ural features coupled with
adventure plus recreational
resources has been the in-

tegral component of
tourism industry ever since
adoption of modern mar-
keting mechanism.

Ban has no choice
but to resort to such popu-
larizing manoeuvres as
often as possible both at
domestic and al interna-
tional levels. Also, tourism
in Bangladesh should be In-
tensified and diversified
simultaneously. Sightse-
eing, boating, trekking,
amusements, and the like
among additional feasible
projects may be considered
as a part of Parjatan’s
expansion plans for near
future. To feed the needs
for the targel, domeslic as

)

tax filers who are now paying
taxes.”

At the same time, he dis-
agrees with criticisms that the
increase in number of tax Al-
ers to 2.4 million in 1989 was
no achievement at all. These
critics cited figures indicating
that there are 14 million Fil-
ipinos who are “statistically
employed™ and thus, should be
required to file their tax re-
turmns.

Not true, argues Commis-
sioner Ong. The number of in-

dividuals who are ired to
file tax returns and t re-
quired to pay taxes “is not

necessarily determined by the
population or by the number of
persons employed,” he says.
Most of the “statistically
employed® Filipinos are not

subject to tax because Lhey are
calegorised as living below Lhe
poverty line, Commissioner
Ong says. A family of six with a
total monthly income of 6
thousand pesos (US$214) in
Metro Manila is considered
below the poverty line.

These include, he says,
bootblacks, ncwspaper ped-
dicrs, street hawkers and Jocal
domestic helpers. Although
they are “statistically em-
ploycd,” most are not required
lo file their tax returns be-
cause they are not earning

enough. — Depthnews Asia

cessities that are prol-
itable, may be utilized as
efficiently as possible, for
"More Fealures At Low

Cosl™ may prosperily
o Bcnghdo:l;lln#nm

Furthermore, in addition
o periodic participation
in the multinational exposi-
tions, BPC may find fre-
quent festivals at different
urban centres at home and
abroad more fruitful as re-
gards potential native and
foreign consumers of
Parjatan’s HEE:J
Emphasis on spec
programmes — research (o
recreation — for select
tourists will definitely

magnify Parjatan’s image.
M. Rahman

Zila School Road,
Mymensingh — 2200.




