KHULNA, Mar 10: the
Mayor of Khulna City

Corporation and Khuina
Divistonal . AK

m-
gaged in the four-day nationa
census beginning March 12,
reports BSS.
The

Khulna Ciry

area at the corporation’'s audi-
torfum stressed the need for
correct population census iIn
the country towards bringing
about desired balanced devel-
opment.

He said unless we have cor-
rect statistics of our population
it could not be
draw up plans for develop-
ment. _

The meeting was also al-
tended by clite of the city in-

of Khulna Asaduzzaman
Bhuiyan, yesterday inaugurated
the Khulna District Education
Week-91 at the Khulna Zila
School auditorium with a call
to ensure p education to
the students and build their
character to help them under-
lake future respoosibilities of
the nation.

The inaugural function was

over by Ratna Golder,

Khuina District Education
Officer and addressed, amon
others, by Principal Mazharu
Hannan and Mukim Uddin
Ahmed, Additional Depuly
Commissioner, Khulna.

The Organising Committee
of the Education Week chalked
out claborate p mes in
observance of the weck which
include holding of debate,
songs and various other com-
petitions.

Around the Court

Industrialist’s detention
held illegal

Supreme Court Correspondent

A Division Bench of the

High Court Division of the,

Supreme Court comprising
Justice Md. Abdul Jalil and
Justice Quazi Shafiluddin in a

gement tecently delivered

nd the detention of Mirza
Al Ashral under the Special
Powers Act. 1974 for 3
months extended by order
dated 23/5/87 for a lurther
period of 3 months have been
passed without any lawful au-
thority. Their lordships also
found the detention order
malafide and for collatcral
purposc.

PFrile was issued on August
2. 1987 calling upon the re-
spondents, namely. the
Government, representiced by
the Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Md. Feroz.
Senfor Assistant Secretary ol
the said Ministry, Dr. Moh-
fuddin Khan Alamgir. Man-
aging Director and M. Nurul
Hoque, General Manager.
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank to
show cause why the order -of
detention of the petitioner
dated 24/2/87 extended by
the order dated 23/5/87
should not be declared to have
been made without any lawful
authority.

Mirza Al Ashral ex—detenu.
filed the writ petition after his
release [rom delention on
6/7/87. His casec is that he was
the Managing Director of Moon
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Light Silk Mills Lid. He took a
foreign currency loan of DM
1284425.36 equivalent to Tk.
15.28.466/- and a local cur-

* rency loan of Tk. 6,50.000/-

from the then Indusirial
Development Bank ol Pakistan
now Bangladesh Shilpa Bank.
He repaid Taka 21,16.125/38

3gainst foreign currency loan
and Taka 11.60.024/85 to-
wards the payment of local
currency loan. Even thereafter
by coercive methods the bank
realised from the company a
further sum of Taka
20.57.300/-.

The bank demanded further
payment ol Taka 82.07.438/-
from the company. The com-
pany rcfuted the claim and the
bank filed case under Article
33 of the Shilpa Bank order.
1972 and obtained an ad-in-
terim attachment. The com-
pany denied the claim of the
bank and contcnded that the
German loan having been con-
verted inlo granit, no amount
was due from the company.
While the hearing of thc casc
was continuing the bank took
forcible possession of the mill
and withdrew the miscella-
neous case. Thereafter, the
bank compelled the petitioner
to write. some letters and to
sign an agreement dalted
13/10/86 admitting liability of
Tk. 1.42.97.000/- and ob-
tained some posl-dated
cheques and a pay order by co-
ercive method and undue in-
fluence for unlocking the mill.

The company fliled a law
suit for declaration of the
agrecment dated 13/10/86 as
void and for refund of thc
moncy illcgally realised from
the the bank. This
imfuriated Dr. Mohfuddin Khan
Alamgir and at his instance, on
24/2/87. the petitioner was
arrested and detained under

Powers Act 1974.

Abdul Wadud Khandaker
appeared for the petitioner
while. Abdul Wadud Bhyuilan.

THAILAND, SINGAPORE,
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Our Stafll Correspondent
adds: One Jamaluddin was
caught by Khulna Kotwali po
lee in conmection with rob
bery that took place broad day
light infront of Bangladesh
Bank on March 2

The viciim Arun Shaha. 45,
a tradcer of Bagerhat who was
stabbed on the spot by the

miscreants later was taken to
Khulna Sadar Hospital where
he succumbed to his injurics
on Thursday .

Jamal was arrested from
Harintana village of Batiaghata
u la Saturday on confession

one Mujibor who was caught
red handed on the spot by the
members of the public.

Rly West Zone )
earns Tk 102,730
by spl checking

RAJSHAHI, Mar 10: Bang-
ladesh Railway (West Zonec)
.uthnriti{'ﬁ hr A ﬂpecla}
checking in important railway
stations realised Taka
1.02.730 as fair and Taka
56.360 as finc from 7.094
ticketless passengers during
February 12 to 20, an official

handout said, reports [3SS.

As a resull of the intensive
checking to stop the trayvclling
of the tickclless passcigers,
70 thousand more passcngers
travelled in Lthe second len

days of in comparison
to the m and Taka 6
lakh 11 thousand morc were
earned during the period.

The West Zone authoritics
have also undeftaken a pro
gramme of intensive checking
from March 14 with a view 1o
increasing the income of the

railway.

Seven to contest
Kushtia-2 poll

With the withdrawal of can-
didature of Mrs Arjumand Banu

from the race. the total num-
ber of candidates for the clec-
tion of Kushtia-2 constitucncy
scheduled for March 28 now
stand at 7, reports BSS,

Election Commission
sources said on Sunday that a
total of eight candidatcs [iled
nominations till the last date
on March 4. Mrs Banu is the
wife of Md Marfat Ali. a JSD
(Rob) nominee who was killed
by unknown miscreants last
month.

The eclection symbols will
be distributed today, the
sources added.

The candidates arc Abdur
Rouf Chowdhury, Abdul Wahcd.
Shalfiul Islam, Md Ahsan Habib
(Lineoln), M Saidur Rahman
13iswas (Shantu)., Shawkhwat
Ibne Main Chowdhury and
Hasanul Haq Inu.

Chehlum

The Chehlum of Mrs.
Tahirun Nessa Khanam Choud-
hury, wife of a noted educa-
tionist and a former education
officer of the greater Sylhc!
late Shafi Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, will be held on
March 14, at her residence at
27. Kashinath Road, Moul-
vibazar town, reports BSS.

A Milad Mahlil and Quran
khwani will be held after zohr
prayer on the occasion

‘All relatives and well-wish-
ers of the deccased have been

requested to attend the -
Chehlum.
Mrs. Choudhury died of

heart failure on Feb 6 at a
clinic at Sylhet. She was 60.

CHITTAGONG, Mar
Office of the

10:
Deputy

was bumt totally in a devasiat-

ing fire early yesterday,
Khagrachhari district adminis-

BSS.

The origin of the fire was
not yet known. The enlire ‘U’
shaped tin shed office was gut-
ted completely.

As no fire services unit was

yet established at the
Khagrachhari district head-
quarters, the fire blazed un-
abated for over three hours,
police said.

UNB adds: Security forces
arrested three suspceled

members of the outlawed

Shanti Bahini from
Khagrathhari hill district and
seized a huge quantity of so-
phisticated arms on Friday,
police said yesterday.

They said the security

Commissioner of Khagrachhari

tration sources said, reports

e
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WILL THE FUTURE GOVERNMENT HAVE A LOOK AT
THEM: The destitutes on the Tk 44 crore Syedabad-
Malibagh Highway should prick the conscience of those
who live in hdmes having all amenities. They too have
their ‘'homes' on the highway — pieces of cloth overhead
only to remain hidden from civilisation outside. But an
onlooker never misses them-hears the parody of life that

they sing daily

— Photo by Mohsin.
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'f'he Zonta Club presenting at a city function recently a
souvenir to Mrs Sandra Chindawongse of Thailand for her

outstanding social work.

Recruiting agencies asked
to explore new avenues

A detailed discussion was
held in the Ministry of Labour
and Manpowecr with
Bangladesh Association of In
ternational Recruiting Agen-
cics (BAIRA) regarding post-
war situation in Kuwait and
sending back the Bangladceshi
rcturnces to their previous
jobs or employment lo new va-

cancies. an official handout
said, reports BSS.

The meeting was presided
over by the Labour and Man-
power Adviser Chaudhury A K
M Aminul Hauge. .

The mecting was apprised
of the steps taken by the
Bangladesh government. the
departurc 6f Bangladesh Am-
bassador for Kuwait and his

Labour Attache to resume their
duties, discussions held by the
Sccretary of Labour and Man-

Khagrachhari DC's
office burnt to ashes

forces interrogated the three
Shanti Bahini men arrested in
the morning. later raided
their hideout in deep forest
and recovered the arms and
ammunition.

The seizure list included
43 rocket launchers. 43 mor-
tar bombs, 28 mortars., 28
handgrenades. one land mine
and a walkie talkie.

it ts for the first time that
such a huge quantity of highly
sophisticated arms and am-
munition has been captured
from the Shantd Bahini.

Meanwhile, the Deputy
Commissioner office of
Khagrachhari was set on fire at
4 am today. It was totally gut-
ted. The loss was estimated al
Tk 2 crore.

A senior district official |
however, said the fire might
have been caused by electric
short-circutt.

power with 1LO and IOM offi-
cials of Bangladesh.

The Manpower Adviser re-
quested the recruiting agen-
cies and construction firms of
Bangladesh to establish imme-
diate contacts with the em-
ployees, probable new employ-
crs and the firms which have
been awarded big contracts in
Kuwail to obtain manpower
demand, management for con-

- struction sub-contracts and

send Bangladeshi including the

rcelurnees migrants,

The Adviser assured them
of extending all possible Gov-
crnmenl assistance Lo their
cncdcavours.

The meeting was attended
among others by Labour and
Manpower Secrectary Mr.
Nooruddin Al-Masud and
I3ARIA President, Mr. Akram
Hos=ain.

Polls held peacefully

Another report says: Filty-
six prominent persons of
Fatickchari upazila Sunday said
that February 27 Jatiya
Sangsad elecuon in their con-
stituency (Chittagong-4) was
held peacefully and impartially.

In a statement they said,
allegations brought by some
vested group to the effect that
there were terrorism and mal-
practices during election were
false and motivated. Election at
Fatickchari was held in peace-
full and orderly atmosphere.
they added.

The signatories to the
statement included Advocate
M N Huda. Saifuddin Ahmed
Bar-at-Law, Principal Al Azun,
Anil Baran Chowdhury, lea
dmaster of Fatickchari Girls
High School and M Scrajul
Alam, Chairman ol Rangamati
Union Parishad.

|_ BNP shbuld.

|

The rivers Dhaleshwart.
Isamoti, kaligonga and a por-
tion of Jamuna and ma.
flowing through the district,
are being alarmingly silted up
posing threat to firrigation
pisciculture and navigation.
reports UNB.

Accordifng (o offlicial
sources. with the advent of dry
scason. the water level of these
rivers fell sharply bringing
riverine lransportation o a
standstill.

Most of the river beds are
now being used for cultivalion
as they are completely dried
up. A large number of shoals
have also emerged in vast ar
cas. Some arcas of the rivers

are filled with hyacinths.
Arcording to IWTA and

WDB sources., cultivation in
lirge scale will be pﬂn!lhk‘
even on beds ol these rivers in
ncar future.

Beside, ferries and launches
plying between Aricha-
Nagarbari and Aricha-Daulatdia
ghats are laking one and a half
LLours extra time o reach their
destinations.

Another report from
Sherpur adds: Massive siltation
in the river Brahmaputra has
causcd greal inconvenience to

be allowed

to form govt
By Staff Correspondent

Twenty one prominent
economisis of the country have
urged the Acting President to
invite BNP to form the gov-
ernment.

The economists in a state-
ment on Sunday said any delay
in this regard will only create

| problem for the nation.

They said the elected rep-
rcsentatives of the people
should be allowed to play an
active role in dealing with the
cconomic crisis climinating
mismanagement in this sector.

‘The signatories include : Dr.
Osman Haider Chowdhury. Dr.
M.R. Khan, Dr. M. Abul
Kashem. Dr. Atiqur Rahman,
Dr. Sajjad Jahir and Dr. Omar
Haider Chowdhury of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS),
Dr. Mamtazuddin Ahmed. Prol.
S.AL. Reza. and Prol. Abu
Ahmed of Dhaka University,
and Dr. Mahbub Hossain.
Member, Executive Comm:
ittee, Bangladesh Econ-omic
Association.

The Research Centre for
Democracy and Development
on Sunday said that acceording
to constitutional provisions,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) should be itmmediately
allowed to form the govern-
ment.

The President of the organ-
isation, Dr. Osman Haidar
Choudhury at a press confer-
ence at Jatiya Press Club, dis-
cussed prevailing in the
country.

The speakers of the organi-
sation stressed the need for
democratic process. They be-
lieved constructive politics can
lcad Bangladesh to the road of

Progress.

1.42 tons of
"~ wheat aid
from USA

Four ships carrying 1.42
metric tons of wheat as food
aid [rom the United States and
Canada arrived at the
Chittagong Port during the
lirst week of this month,
ollicial sources told BSS on

With this. a tolal of 10.82
lakh metric tons of foodgrains
rcachéd the country during
the current fiscal year.

CU Shibir for
opening of
varsity

CHITTAGONG, Mar ICG
Chillagong University branch
of Islami Chhatra Shibir on
Saturday demanded recopening
of the university without fur-
ther delay, a Shibir press re-
lease said, reports BSS.

A meeting of the Shibir
held at its city office with the
branch Presidént Hamidur
Rahman Azad in the chair said.
the university remained closed
for over two months alter the

* December 22 incident. but the

concerned authority did not
take any step lo reopen il
much to the inconvenience of
the students. The meeling
pointed out that the dates of
some final and honours exami-
nations were shified several
times creating more session
jams and thus the students
were losing valuable times.

it called upon the govern-
ment lo take immediate siep
for reopehing of the university.

Shibir leaders Mansur Ah-
mad and Mustala Kamal
Chowdhury addressed the
meeting.

riverine transporiation as well
5 ] ""l'“"l-

According to offictal
sources, over 10 000 acres of
Irri-boro ficlds are drying up
as irrigation sulfered sctbhack
duc 1w shortage of river walcr

BSS adds : The Chatrman of
National Awami Party
(Bhashani Nap) Prel Nur

Mohammad Qazi on Saturday
demanded of the Government
o take immediate steps for
the solution of the water prob-
lems of the common rivers of
Bangladesh and India. inchud-

OCs directed
to recover
stolen cars

Inspector General of Police
A M Chowdhury on Sunday
asked the metropolitan police
to take special measures lo
stop frequent stealing of motor
cars in the city. reports UNB.

Officer-in-charge of con-
cerned police stations in the
city would take immediate ini-
liative to recover any stolcn
car, he said adding that puni-
tive action would be taken
agninst those olflicers who
Lailed o recover L

e was addressing a fort-
nightly meeting ol senjor po-
lice officers at the police

| headquarters on Sunday morn-

ing.
He instructed the officlals

to continue the arms recovery
campaign which began prior to
the parllament clection. A total
of 1400 illegal arms and
11.000 ammunition werc re-
covered [rom different placces
across the country during the
campaign from December 27

The meeting reviewed the
crime situation from February
16 to 28 and observed that
overall rate of crime across the
country declined considerably
during the period.

Car stolen

A while Toyota Corolla car
becaring registration number
Dhaka Metro 5138 Bha of Mr
Aycenul Huq was stolen from
his residence at Road Number
32 (old), House Number 680,
Dhanmondi R/A on Saturday
night. reports BSS.

A case has been registered
with Dhanmondi police in this
conncction.
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Plea to solve Indo-Bangladesh issue

Water-level in Jamuna,
Padma falls alarmingly

ing Farakka issue. at the mter-
ravtional ewe |
He satd solition 10 the wa
ter problems artsing out of the
common rivers with ndla was
connected with our na-
1 cxfslence and any nc-
@icet 10 fia resolution was tan
I:t-_hw. He sad
the problem was hanging
Democle’'s Sword due
week policy pursued
Governments

past
Quuet sadd the watcr kvel

Padma kll 0 an &l
time low near
Bridge. “The
now looks lke a stream
the vast expanse o
char.” he sabd

With the slowing down of
the Mlow of the water of Padma.
the ground water level has also
fallen deep resulting in the
non Iﬂihtﬂilj of waters by
tubewells. The tributartes
the Padma Hke Goral. Atrai.
and Chiknal had dred down
and Lhe peasants were casting
varant! looks at their fields due
o paucity of water

NAP demands

white paper
on polls

National Awami
Party P-Bhasanf] Sunday
demanded publication of a
White Paper on the February

27 Parlamentary polis. reports
Bss.

The NAP-Bhasani. in a post-
clection press conference
Sunday evening at #ts city of-
Nice in Dhaka also demanded
radical change in the present
clectoral system so that pa-
triotic. honest, sincere and
dedicated candidates could
win eclections and the voters
could exercise their right of
franchisc freely and cficctively.

Mke
the
the

My
of the

The press conference was
addressed by party lcaders
A K.M. Golam Kabir and Syed
Irfanul Bari and atiended,
among others, by Muslimuddin
Ahmed, Raliquddin. Intu Mia
and Parveen Nascr Khan
Bhasani.

Regarding the party’'s fulure
programme, NAP-Bhasani Fx-
eculive President A K.M. Golam
Kabir said they would reach

nd establish
R Pty philosophy
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