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Can We Afford 1401U[ill_i;n7

Bangladesh's population at the end of the pre-
sent century, which is a matter of ten more years

only, is projected to reach 140 million. Can we
afford 'to have such a population with the area
and the economic and social indices remaining
consiant at around present figures? That's quite a
question, perhaps one of the most important
questions that the country now faces. A corre-
spondent has written to The Daily Star from
Beljing focusing on the very same question and
contrasting Bangladesh's situation on the issue
with China's satisfying performance on the same
score.
The answer (o that is very easy. No, we cannot.
is not this answer that is sought while posing
question. What then? — is the true gquestion
lurks quite transparently behind the obvi-
ol our headline today or of the article by
the correspondent as published on Monday. We
must, by all means, stave off an accretion of about
26 million in our population over the next ten
that's again an obvious answer which
tough query — how?

Before we go into an examination of that we
must be sure in our minds that by cringing from
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nexi ten years alone — but that we decide not
hit it in a matter of fifly years by which time
can hope 1o raise ourselves from the present
socio-economic morass. Only when we shall
be oul of our present holes can we be able
to grapple with that big a population. This
thought, this keeping the 114 mark quite out of
any time-frame and making it absolutely out of
bounds for many decades to come, is sure to give

:

tion of population growth. Radical growth in every
of our social being. excepting in popula-
and poverty, is a precondition for proving a
maich for the 140 million mark. All this is an-
other way of saying that our birth rate must di-
minish at a rate that it drops dead at zero growth
before the century is out — and doesn't pick up
again anytime before many many decades.
Consonant with the above we must also be clear
about another thing before we can hope to come
to grips with the present population problem
- which so much resembles a cancerous growth.
ardly entertain ‘can we afford 140 mil-

we quite affording our present 114 million?' The
answer should be an emphatic no. We have miser-
ably failed to make even 114 million affordable.
When we had to contend with some 50 million
less than that we were rending the skies with
cries of this is no life. To improve on those days
of unrelenting exploitation and injustice and
indignity we carved out a state all for ourselves.
Things have hardly improved after that and the
population figure has raced past the 100 million
mark as if in no time. There was at that time no
sign by which we could say well this 64 million
seems to be aflordable. This affordability is a
phenomenon that does not capitally relate to
population siatistics but calls for other socio-
economic parameters. That is where the story
from Beijing — so definitive and enlightening —
falls short of contributing meaningfully to the
point of aflordability. It focuses only on one of the
aspects — how best to restrict population growth.
The Chinese success story was there to inspire
us.

But for Bangladesh it is much more than a
question of the mechanics of bringing the size of
the family down — with norplants or morning-
alfter pills or whatever. It is a maddeningly convo-
luted maze of a social phenomenon crying not
only for drastic measures in all directions but for
restructuring at the base. And this is far from un-
realisable. The just concluded elections have pro-
vided reasons for optimism in all areas of national
life. Given the will to overcome and the right
quantum of application we can certainly, with
time, improve on our socio-economic paramelers
just enough to make our present 114 million
meaningfully affordable.
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Hiding Your Waste

It had never been much of a secret that several
industrialised nations have been dumping their
toxic and other waste on developing countries,
especially in West Africa, often in collaboration
with local unscrupulous companies. It took a little
time for some Third World nations to know what
was going on. Once the alert was on, most African
countries imposed a total ban on import of indus-
trial waste, while Latin American nations started
talking of a similar move. Unfortunately, nothing
much was heard from Asian countries.

Now, the environmentalist group, Greenpeace
has just released a 400-page report at a news
conference in Brussels detailing how the export
of toxic and industrial waste has been going on
from the developed nations to the Third World,
often disguised as materials for recycling.
According to the report, the waste export has
climbed a record level of 50 million tons a year,
despite all the efforts by some developing nations
to deal with the menace.

Unless the details of the report are made avail-
able, we would not know the situation in Asia.
Whether or not we are directly affected, we must
see this as a global threat to environment and, to
that extent, a matter of immediate concern to the
United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP). Meanwhile, let us give credit to the
Greenpeace for a job well-done.

140 million mark we do aim not to hit that in
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meeting between the ANC and Inkatha would
resolve the question of violence.

— Nelson Mandela

On renewed wave of black-on-black
violence in South Africa.

EMANDS for democ-
racy and human rights
in Bhutan are gaining in
momentum with activiats

staging sflent demonstrations
in the Hima-

neighbou

layan kingdom of Nepal.

The demonstrations, orga-
nized by the Bhutanese Coop-
eration Group. have been sup-
ported various r-
ties in hrﬂeplL ﬂmpnr:mpnpup-hr
sympa for the movement
in Bhutan as the repression
aflects mostly ethnic Nepalis.

In the eastern township of
Biratnagar. a "Bhutanese Peo-
ple Cooperation Forum™ has
been launched o support the
dissidents. Some Brlutlntl-:

have alleged that it is a d:;?-l
for "Greater Nepal.” or a fed-
eration of Nepal, Sikkim and
Bhutan.

Bhutanese are inspired and
encouraged by "Jan Andolan,”
or the pular movement
that down the authori-
tarian Panchayat regime in
Nepal last April giving way to
multi-party democracy and
constitutional monarchy.

"We have to support the
Bhutanese people for democ-
racy with the same spirit
when we took part in the lib-

rcration movement of India

(against the British in 1947)
and are raising our voices

against the apartheid policy in
Sovith Africa,” says Nepal

Communist Party general sec-
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Prime Minister Krishna
Prasad Bhattaral, who came to
power following the "Jana An-
dolan.” has not yet taken a
public stand on issue. He
had a word with Bhutan's King
Jigme Singye Wangchuk in
Male during the South Asian
summit conferenee In
November on the treatment of
cthnic Nepalis in  thal
kingdom. .

“We had friendly and frank
conversation on the political
situation in Bhutan, particu-
larly the problems faced by
ethnic Nepalls there. Ilis

Majesty agreed that there
were some problems and as
sured me to try solve them.*
Prime Minister Bhattarat told
Depthnews.

Rishikesh Shah. emtnent
scholar and president of the
Human Rights Organisation of
Nepal. says the “despite the
close religious. cultural and
gcographical ties between
Nepal and Bhutan, the Nepalis
arc not e due sympa-
thy 1o the Bhutanese people in
their gtruggle.”

Ile wants lis to give full
support to the movement
launched by the Bhutanese
People's Party (BPP).

BPP President R K. Bud-
hathoki claims here that
Bhutancse troops have killed
531 Bhutancse opposed to th»
regime, and they have boen
able to recover 194 bodies
so far. More than 200 people
have sustained injuries, and
4.115 activists have been de-
lained and are being tortured.

The Bhutanese people
would not remain a silcnt
spectator il the royal regime in
Thimphu continued the sup

pression. he warns. He :
"we would revelt f our :
mands are not met.”

“We are ready for a dinlogue
with King Jigme Wangchuk."
says D.P. Kafle, a Kathmandu-
based BPP Hatson officer. The
talk must take place outside
:lhulln as BPP workers have

on described by Thimphu as
“trattors” and hable 10 punish-
mcnt by Death.

“I'he demand for democracy
was launched by the BPP lasi
October 16 which the Nepalis
celcbrated as the traditional
Day of the Crow. In response.
King Jigme increased the
number of troops from 6.000
to over 17.000. Yom le
arc  being foreibly Erﬁ;
lhitanese dissidents say.

Most schools and govern-
ment olflices in the southern
and eastern parts of the king-

dom have remained closed for

the last several months. There
ame 10,000 Bhutanese in exile
in Nepal. and another 12.000
have Laken refuge in India, ac-
cording to Mr. Kalfle.
Government  troops have

for democracy in Bhutan may be an important
h@ﬁmﬁ:ﬂmmm

Last October 30, iIn D*'rh.

treups sct on fire the hovees of

nlp*'uﬂ-llhln waders Ethni

Mopults face politieal and o tal

::-cﬂﬂn:inn and are also
ritizenship o

fail 0o produce evidence :

they have lived in Bhutan be-
fore 1958,

The BPP had submitied a
memorandum o King Jigme
o JHH' 2 llhil" hitm for po-
litical reforms. But the gov-
ernment has shown no re-
sponsc other than further sup-
pression. The regime has
dubbed the demderatic
movemen! as “acts of terror-
ism."

“We are aware that the
regime will suppress our
demhl"y mem
ber is ready to face the bullet
in the quest for a free and
democratic Bhutan.” the BPP
saul in a statement

in a pointed editortal, the
state-run Nepall daily The
Gorkhapatra noted that
was set up in Bhutan

only 83 years ago and that it
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teps up in Bhutan
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Ithutan s population.

Bhutan's offictal Agure és
1.4 millon. Balram Paudyal
leader of the People's Forum
for Human of Fhanan.
says the popu = 491
The BPP says it s "no  higher
than™ 600, 000

Mr. Josse says there are

yawni gap. Mr Piudyal
clatms Thimphu “Inflated pop-
vlation figures o get more ald
from world organizations.”
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Cracks Widen in Yugoslav Federal System

RAFFITI on a_wall just

off the main Square of

the Republic in Zagreb,
the capital of Yugoslavia's
second-largest republic. reads
in English : "Croatia forever.”
On public’ buildings the
republican flag-not the Yugos-
lav one - is llying.

But behind this display of
independence there is decp
anxiety about the possibility of
federal army intervention and
civil war. Housewives are

food and children are
kept off the streets at night as
Yugoslavia [aces its most seri-
ous crisis since the war.

Police dressed as comman-

dos, with rifles slung over
their shoulders, could recently
be seen guarding the parlia-
ment of the republic of Croatia.
Inside the government build-
ings was Croatia's Minister of
Defence, Martin Spegelj. the
man at the centre of the latest
scandal rocking the country.
- The federal army. which is
drawn from all six republies.
has claimed Spegelj was plan-
ning an insurrection and ille-
gally bought arms [rom Hun-
gary for a reserve police or
paramilitary force in Croatia.

But the vice-president of
the Croatian parliament.
Vladimir Seks, said the army
made up the story as a pretext
for intervention in Croatia.

"The evidence was rigged,
the witnesses [alse and the aim
was to p e the psychologi-
cal justifi n for army inter-
vention in Croatia.” he said. "I
hope this (army intervention)
doesn't happen. Bul [ i1 does,
it will be the end of Yugoslavia
and the army.”

Letters

Petar Hadji-Ristic writes from Zagreb

Spegcl). who, until multi-
party clections a year ago, was
himselfl a lentenant-general in
the federal army. dismisscd
the army evidence against him

But he had already recalled
the arms and demobilised the
reserve police force he had
been arming. Now the federal
presidency is trying to defuse
the erisis it fears counld bring

about a bloody end to Yu-
goslavia.

Spegelj's delenee has been:
"No one can threaten me with
arrest or interrogation: for me.
only the laws of the republic of

Croatia apply. and nothing
else.”

At issue is whether Croatia
will submit to the army’s view
that Yugoslav federal law takes
precedence over republican
law. Croatia. and the republic
of Slovenia to the west - clearly
belicve they do not. That sen-
timent speaks volumes about
the quagmire into which the
Yugoslav fedcration seems to
be sinking, : :

The Croatian and Slovenian
vision of Yugoslavia is at best a
loose federation of indepen-
dent states. Otherwise, they
could try to secede [rom the
[ederation.

With the conflict between

the federal army and Croatia
still unresolved. the army has
becn forced to move on yel
another front. Top gencrals,
both serving and retired. arc
backing a new nation-wide po-
litical party aimed at preserv-
ing communism in a [ederal
Yugoslavia — just as the conn-
try's founder President. ar-
shal Josip Tito, would hne
wished.

The President ol the new
movement, the League ol
Communists Movement! for Yu-
~oslavia, Dragan Atanasovski,
announced at the party's first
conference in DBelgrade that:
"The main aim of our move-
ment is to keep Yugoslavia as a
federal. democratic commu-
nity of all its nations and na-
tionalitics and to build social-
ism.”

Says Stojan Cerovie, a jour-
nalist on the independent Bel-
grade magazine Vreme (Time):
“This party is made up mainly
of army pensioners. people
who worry about the future of
Yugoslavia and their status in
socicly ... army. police. people
form the power strmcture
whose main aim is to keep ev-
ervthing as n is

lhey couldn’'t  possibly

come o power through normal
eleerions. But with the help of
army intervention they could.
and so become a political in-
strument of the army "

A resolution to the current
conflict might only be found if
Croatia were o allow Serbs liv-
ing in its boundarfes 10 join
with Serbia. But Croalia has
ruled this out.

And even il that guestion
were resolved. there would be
many others. Serbs are spread
thronghout the country. Such
is the heritage of communist
rule under which Tito, drew
rcpublican borders witheut
much regard for distribution of

different nationalties.,

a‘u-inhmsl Vesna Pesic cx-
plains: "Croatia wants its inde-
pendence immediately. L
Scrbia wants to keep Yu-
goslavia as an expression of its
national interest or 1o make a
greater Serbia which would
mean laking a part of the terri-
tory ol Croatia. For the mo-
ment this conflict seems un-
solvable.”

This sentiment was con-
firmed by the Croatian vice-
president Viadimir Scks when
he was asked whether Serbs
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for publication in these columns s;tm;td —E:

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with douyble space. For reasons of space, short leiters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Of letters and post
offices

Sir, | would like to draw
your ailention to the fact
letters cost dilferent
rales at different post
offices. My poslt cards
abroad cost me Tk 11 at
the Dhanmandi post office
while the same cost Tk 9 al
the PG Hospital Day and
Night Postal centre .

Again, Lhe postal
authorities do not always
care to read the address

and charge you according .

to their own calculation
and fancy. This oflen arises
from Lhe misreading of the
address such as Austria for
Australia.

Anolher faclor that
annoys me is that I am not
always given my change in
money but in postal stamps
which are so tiny that they
disappear in my
miscellaneous bag for my
nine-lo-five job. When | am
given spare lickels for
Canada, il might lake me a
couple of months before |

might require them again,

by which time | may have
misplaced and lost Lhe
necessary lickets.
Although 1 am always
pleased (o gel my lellers
on my table when | return
from work, it somelimes
happens that my letters are
delivered at Lhe wrong
address, despite clear

addressing on the part ol
the sender. [ am again not
always lucky enough lo gel

the letters that
pholographs.

I would be grateful if the
postal authorities were a
littke more careful with
their dulties.

Mrs. F. de la Harpe
Dhanmandi.
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Life and hope

Sir, In ' e recent polls,
we noticed thal elderly
people, both men and
women and some as old as
a centenarian, had eagerly
come to the polling centres
to cast their vote.

Now, this shows two

~ things, one Lhat although

we may consider the old as
useless and good for
nothing, except perhaps
praying and telling tales to
grandchildren, they them-
selves would not want te be
all thal useless.

Another thing thal came
out is, as long as there is
life there is hope. and
logether with it a desire to
be of use.

A person may be very
old, but that does not mean
that he or she has lost all
interest in life and :{t:
myriad manifestations.
or she may still want lo be

4 worthy citizen ol 1l
country, given a chance.

We generally tend to

think, that once a person
becomes old, and is still
healthy, he or she should
devole more and more
time to rest and religious
pursuits and somewhat
retire [rom dally-lil'1
chores.

But this is wrong. The _

old can be as useful as the

young, and may equally
contribule to the society.

Fahim Dewan
Munshiganj

Plastic wares

Sir, It 1is indeed
encouraging to nole, that
plastic wares are taking
over almost completely in
the area of household
ilems. More and more
plastic goods, mostly for
the kitchen, the dining
room and other sundry
stufl are being produced of
colourful plastic.

The positive side ol
plastic is that it has
brought variety and colour
as well as innovaltive
designs, which give a
chance for joyful shopping
to a bored housewife.
Besides, it is light in
weight and to an extent
fall-proof, which add lo it's

Moreover, the items
made of plastic are
comparatively cheaper than
those made of glass
porcelain and metal. So it
is economical in these days
of hardship.

The best and mosi

important part is that these

are locally manufactured,
thus we can hope thal a

day will come in Lhe [ulure,
when we won't have (o
drpﬁnd on imported wares
at all.

Bul how healthy these
are as alternalive lo China
or glass tablewares; experis
please pay a heed to .

Rafig Ahmed
Wari, Dhaka.

Nostalgia

Sir, W!hlll: we admire
your column "My World"
intensely, and e it a
point to read it from the
outset to the end on the
weekends despite all other
preoccupations, we don'l
get to the point why do you
assume the role of a super-
annuated -uncle who
loves to dwell on Lhe past,
and simply suffers the
present for the lack of a
suitable alternative? Why
must men in their fifties
and sixties act like
octogenarians?

We read as (reasure
every word you care (o
hammer oul on Lhe page.
appreclalte the
psychological insight,
integral humour as we

the social impact of
whatever topic you care o

dwell on. Bul could nol
be looking ahead, us
also more about the

present, mingling as you

pasl
The past is ing
belittle or brush aside, but
there is still a wide world
ahead — of mental

creativity if nol more.

G.DH
Hanant

an |

from Croatta could eventually
join Scrbia. "Croatia’'s constitu-
tiun would not allow it 10 be
divided up.” he an<swered
firmly.

Film-maker Lazar Stojanovie

thinks civil war has alrcady be-

gn in the country. "Now it's a
propaganda war but with all
the characteristies of a civil
war,”
Libcrals Hke the sociologist
Pesic are deeply concerned by
the way politiclans like Serbian
lcader Slobodan Milosevic have
whipped up nationalist ten-
stons and the effect of endless
political scandals on publie
opinion. "Almost every 15 days
a8 NCW =n crupls. whether
made by Milosevie in Serbia,
Tudjman (in Croatia) or some-
one clse. Our enormous energy
is laken up by matters which
arc no! of prime importanee,
everyihing clse in lfe gocs into
seeond plice.” sald Pesie.

The Yugoslav economy is
also in crisis. Annual inflation
is munning at more than 100
per cent. some factories have

not paid workers for months.

thousands have joined pro-

tests, cven persions are now
somectimes being held up. and
the econe seems on the

“vcrgt ol collapse with the

T

prospect of several millons
out of work.

aflatr and with
food In case of an outhreak
serious violenee, even
civil war, some intellectuals
are calling on politiclans to
declkare a moratorfum on the
setllement of thelr conflicia.

has sugge
should be formulated o give
r;r republic the maximum
independence and the

mum

“We are worried
never and cnough
break away form this
ian indcology on which we re-
lied. either communism or na-
tionalism.” sald Pesic. “It's 2
speeific problem of the Yu-
goslav pcople.”

GEMINI NEWS.

PETARHADJI-RIST! has
writien extensively on lalkan

newspapers. He has just re
turned from making a decw-
mentary on the political crisis
in Yugoslain

he making of Yugoslavia

known as
King of Serbia, Alexander |, partly from old Austro - Hungarian Empire.

Country
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Paul becomes regent.
@ 1541 Paul signs pact with

of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes formed under

929 Serb- Croat dissension leads to abrogate

o 1mMMHM,w11.HMI

invedes. Guerrillas fight Germans under rival

Tito and Mihailovich.

. 1945 Tho is victor, forms full communist state. Mihallovich shot.

@ 1542 o breaks with Staiin
@ 1953 Tho becomes President
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