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Upazila

CHANDPUR
Bar Assoc

execuiives
From Our Correspondent

March 8 : The annual gen-
eral meeting and
Chandpur District Bar Associa-
tion was held recently with
Md. Muslim. in the chair

Mr. AKM. Fazlul Hogq. Mr.
Ayub Al and Mr. Zahirul Islam
were clecled President. Secre-

and Joinl Secretary rec-
tively for the current year.

Besides., 18 others were
elected in the excculive com-
miltee.

DINAJPUR
- Housewife
commits suicide

From Our
March 6 : One Mrs. Palash
Bala (35) wife of Bipin Chandra
of village Utiar shbari in
Chirirbandar u allegedly
commitied suicide by hanging
hersell recently. Family trouble
was said to be the cause of her
suicide. The body was sent to
the morgue for autopsy. A case
has been registered with
Chirirbandar PS in this regard.

MADARIPUR

5331 cases pending
with Rin Shalishi
Board

From Our Correspondent

March 6 : A wtal of 5331
cases filed with the Rin Shal-
ishi Board in six upazilas of
the district are yet to be dis-
posed.

According to sources, 466
cases were filed in Sadar
upazila, 478 in Naria. 425 in
Janzira. 161 in Damudya. 94|
in Ghoshairhat and 2860 in
Bhedarganj upazila.

Poor farmers are visiting
different upazila Rin Shalishi
Board offices for early disposal
of the pendipng cases bul no
progress has yet been made 1o
this end due 1o administrative
apscs.

They urged the concerned
authorities 1o take neccssary
steps w0 disposc Lhe pending
cases without further delay.

Work on the town power
distribution project at a cost of
Taka six crore. funded by IDA
began here recently. The
work was inaugurated by Mr
Khaillur Rahman Khan, Chair-
man, Madaripur Pourashava.

M/s Surma Corporation,
the working firm of the pro-
ject will, with the guidance ol
PDB. Madaripur and

a sct up 40 kms of
eleetric lines in and around

Madaripur municipal arca.

SHERPUR
Minor boy killed

in road mishap

March 6 : A minor boy died
on the spot while a speeding
irucek knocked him down at
Vingachi on Sherpur Trunk
Road. police said. reports
UNIL

The victim Abdur Roufl (8)
met the accident when he was
crossing the road. '

Police setized the vehiclke
but the driver o fice.
The boady was sent o sadar

2 die of diarrhoea

March 68 : DMarrhoea
claimed 1wo lives in Fatchpur
village in Sadar Upazila yester-
day. reports UNR.

Actvording o villagers., the
are Jarina Akhter

were
ted by

the disase sinee 1t broke out
ey March 2

Sournces in Sadar Health
Complex. howover satd the vie-
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IKGANJ

Launch dacoity

March 6 : Valuables worth
about Taka five lakh were
looted Tuesday night in a
launch dacoity, police here

election of Sak

Accprding to witnesses. the
dacoits numbering 15 to 20 in
guise ol passengers. boarded
the launch at Aricha Ghat and
attacked the inmaltes as soon

as after it left the ghat

The launch M V Nipu, was
on a regular journey on Aricha-
Daulatdia route,

The armedddacoits looted
cash, ornaments and other

valiables from the ngers.
The miscreants forced the
driver of the launch to stop al
Char Daulatdia and decamped
with the booties.

A case was registered with
Aricha police in this connec-
tion.

BARISAL

Sarbahara party
activist held

March 6 : Police arrested
Abdus Salam Alias Yunus said
to be an activist of the out-
lawed Sarbahara Party from
Mchendigan] area here. re-

ports UNB.

Salam.  hailing from
Labukhali village of Patuakhalt
district was rounded up with a
pipegun and some important
document of the party.

lle was wanted in connec-
tion with a number of criminal
casds

Shab-e-Barat

observed
From Our Correspondent

March 6 | ghab-e-Barat was
observced throughout Maulvi
Bazar district with due
respect, and religious [evour.
The devotces olffered special
prayers on the occasion seck-
ing the blessings of Allah.
Thousands of devotees vis:
ited the holy shrine of the
great Muslim saint Hazral
Shah Mustala (R). Peoplc also
visited Lhe gravés ol their
rclatives to offer Fatcha.

COX'S BAZAR

Eye camp held
From Our Correspondent

A 7-day long eye camp was
arranged by Bangladesh Navy at
St. Marin Island and Kutubdia
Island tn eollaborution with the

Chittagong Eyc llospital ana
National Sociciy for the Blind.

All patiwnis were treated
free of cost. A 1otal of 200 eye
patwnts were operated upon
and treated in the camp.

llangladesh Navy have ar-
ranges cye camp al coastal arca
CVCTY yoar

KUSHTIA

Frequent power
failure hampers
production
From Our Correspondent

March 6 . Frequent power
fathure and Inad shedding have
become regular feature 1in
Kushtia and adjoining arcas
causing much inconvenicnces
to the lown dwellers and loss
1w busincssmen

According to informed
sources, hardly a day or night

passes without power disrup-
tion. Almost every night eler-

mi and workshops.
Irrigation work in the IRRI
and Boro block with power
connection is also affected at
the sowing stage
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- Withdrawal of Ganges waier bz India

1.20 cr acres may turn into

arid land in N. districts

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Mar 6 :The
Ganges Kobadak Project
biggest irrigation project of
this region of the country,
aimed at increasing agricul-
tural production. is threatened
with closure bccause of un-

precedented low flow of
Ganges walcr from the u
riparian much ahead of l:r:
scason and this phenomenon
is vontinuing lor the last few
years due to the effect of
Faraukka Barrage constructed
by India on the other part of
the border.

Informed sources predicted
that the process of disertlica
tion has started in as many as
21 South-western and north-
ern districts of the country.

The mouth of intake chan-
nel which feed three main
pumps and 12 subsidiary
pumps for the firrigation of
3.50 lakh acres of land in

——Sciencé Week
begins

NETROKONA. Mar 6 : The
l4th national science weck
began at the' local governmonl
collcge here on Monday amid
much enthusiasm. reports
UNI3.

Deputy Commissioner AHM
Abul Kashem formally inaugu-
ratced the weeck where four lo-
cal science clubs were taking
part.

Fifteen educational institu-
tions ol the district are partic-
ipating in the programmes
which include exhibition and
cxiempore spcech compeli-
tion.

A* discussion meeting.
chaired by Abul Kashem. was
also held at the auditorium ol
the college in this connection.
G M Haider,
Chandra and Kamal Azad also
addressed the function.

Kidnapped girl
yet to be
rescued

RAJSHAHI. Mar 6 : Two
woercks have elapsed but police
arc yel o rescue a girl. kid-
napped by some miscreants,
reports UNB.

According to sources.
Rokshana Khatun Shetla (15),
of village Kholabon under Poba
upazila here was abducted by a
group of miscreants while she
was returning home [rom
school.’

Police recently arrested co-
(23) in this

villager
connection.

Parents of the girl have
urged the authorities to step

Prof Pratap .

Kushta, Chuadanga. Jhenidah,
Magura and Jessore districts
have been silted up.

As a result the project au-
thority has been compelled to
undecrtake dredging word
much ahead of time at an ex-
penditure of Taka one lakh per
day for maintaining the water
flow in the pump house which
is situated 3000 feet away from
the main river Ganges at
Hardinge Bridge point. ~

Lowest flow of Ganges water
was recorded at 15.000 cusccs
in February during the last lew
years and this ycar too it is no
exception. This year emer-
gence of innumerable chars in
the middle of the main river
Ganges indicates that huge
quantity of water has been di-
veried to the upper reaches
much ahead of dry season by
India through Farakka causing
dislocation el ferry service on
Bheramara-Paksey route. To

mfaintain the ferry service,
Roads and Highways
Department had already spent
huge amount of money for
dredging its route and fre-
quentl shifting the Ferry
Ghat for the convenience of
the reverine passengers.

Paksey Paper Mills which

require huge ter from the
river Ganges has also been
facing lems duc to abnor-

mal low flow of waier. The Mill
authority has also utilised
dredger as well as manual
labour to feteh water in order
to keep the mills running with
extreme difficulties.

Water and soil said
that low flow of water has in-
crcased soil salinity in 2] dis-
tricts of the country by 40 per
cent.

Experts apprehcnded more
than 1.20 crore acres of cul-

tivable land in the affectied dis-

tricts may turn into an arid
land. This phenomenon has
been increasingly lowering the
moisture content of soil and
experts termed it "a sure sign
ol desertification”.

The reduction of moisture
in the soil will hamper the rabi
crop production in greater
Rajshahi. Pabna, Kushtia,
Faridpur and Jessore districts,

they said.

llence the rise of surface
water salinity and sofl intru-
sion salinity owing to unilateral
withdrawal of water of the
river Ganges by India will force
us to change the usual crop-
ping pattern in those aflected
districts for our survival. they
added. It is learnt that a pro-
posal for over Taka 6.28 crores
project for comprehensive
study to combat disertification

in Bangladesh is awaiting ap-

proval.

Maulvi Bazar roads

need care
From Our Correspondent

MAULV] BAYAR., Mar 6:
Almost all roads under Zila
Parishad of the district are
now in a deplorable condition.

These roads with tLhe
culverts and bridges were
constrnucted either during the
British period or the Pakistan
day. But due to lack of proper
development and maintenance
for several decades, these
roads have become worn-oult.
Iinnumerable holes and deep
breaches have developed on
Lthese roads causing great in-

convenience to the vehicular
traffic and the people residing
in the villages on both sides ol

. these roads.

There arc 116 miles of
roads under Zila Parishad here.
Of them only 16 milcs are
pucca whilc the remaining
portion still awaits r,arpr.'liﬂpr
The existing pucca portion o
these roads particularly
Shamshernagar-Maulvibazar
road, Shabandar-Dighirpur
Bazar road are also in a pitiable

condition.

Meosquito menace

Mosquito menace has as-
sumed an alarming proportion
ol Maulvi Bazar town for the
last few weeks causing much
disturbance to the town
dwcllers.

It is hardly possible 1o work
al night due to mosquito bite.
The residents of the town par-
ticularly the students commu-
nity are the worst sufllerers.
Students are to undergo ex-
treme trouble o prepare their
lessons at night because of
mosquito bite,

Almost all the drains of the
town are full of garbages.
Besides, uncleaned jungles in
and around the dwelling
houscs in the Pourashava area

help increase mosquite
breeding.

Siltation in rivers hamper§

navigation, irrigation

JAMALPUR, Mar 6 : The
rivers Brahmaputra, Luhjang,
Shabaria. Raimari and a por-
tion of the Jamuna Mowing
through Ja r district have
alarmingly -silted up posing
threat o irrigation. piscicul-
ture and navigation.

With the advent of the dry
scason the water level of these
rivers has fallen to a large ex-
tent bringing a total standstill
to the movement of even coun-

try boats.

The river beds of the
Brahmaputra dnd the Shabaria
are now being used for cultiva-
tion as they are compicicly

From Our Correspondent
dricd up.

The Luhjang tributary of the
Jamuna is also being dried vp
last. A big charland has
emerged on Lhe offtake of the
river hindering the flow ol
water. Fifty-nine miles long
Raimari river is filled with hy-
acinth Wwith knec-decp stag-
nant water. Cultivation would
be possible even on this river
bed in near future.,

Knowledgeable circles
opined that comprehensive
plan for dredginy -hoth the
Jaumuna and Bfihmaputra
rivers should be Luken up im-
mediatcly for smooth naviga-

tion and to keep continued the
irade and commerce of the
district. According to the
sources, the Water
Development Board undertook
a scheme for re-excavation of
these rivers but the scheme

has been shelved due to fund -

consiraints,

The Ratlway ferries and
launches p?ing between
Bahaduraba Ghat and
Teestamukh Ghat and
Jagannathgan) Ghat and
Se Ghat are taking three
to four hours extra time lo
reach their destinations.

Passengers are so many but the ferry boat — only one, at the remote Jamalpur village hat.

Boat cannot ply now due to alarming fall in water level of rivers and canals.
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Village squads help

Political scene

e e e —— e =

The Baily Star 9

- == | — — g

= s ——— ST N—

_ Star Report
Different political parties have formed village
squads across the country to prevent untoward

incidents aimo

the rival groups. This has been

done in view of the sporadic clashes occurring

between the rival political activists in several dis-

tricts after the February 27 parliamentary polls.
Star outstation correspondents have reported

from various

of the country

that the vil-

lagers in large numbers have volunteered to be
included in the vigilant squads formed by the lo-
cal leaders. The squads keep walch on all activi-
ties related mostly Lo political demonstrations. At
night they maintain vigilance on the movement of
any strangers or local men having doubtlul in-

tegrity.

This is indeed a commendable job for the local
units of the polilical parties or village headmen to

maintain peace.

Our correspondents have also reported that
the rural people are happy to see their leaders
working hard for ensuring peace in respective lo-

calities. -

Many people affectionately call them soldiers of

peace.

Our Pabna Correspondent
writes : The security money of
28 candidates out of 44 from
five constituencies of Pabna
district have been forfeited in
the parliamentary election
held on February 27,

The most important
persons among them included
former State Minister and
former MP Major (Rtd.)
Manjoor Kader (JP). Advocate
Shamsul Haq Tuku (AL) of
Pabna-1, Mogbul Hossain
Shantoo. -former MP (JP),
central leader of NAP (M)
Advocate Ranesh Maitra of
Pabna-2. AKM Shamsuddin
former MP (JP), Advocate
Shahidullah Palash (JSD-Rab).

Barister Korban Al (Islami

Oikya Jote),
Manjoor Rahman Biswas
former MP’" (JP). Comrade
Jasim Uddin Mondal (CPB).
Panjab Al{ Biswas, former MP
(JSD-Rab), of Pabna-4 and
Member of politbureau of UCL
Aminul Huq (Tipu Biswas). and
Advocate Showkat A (JP). of
Pabna-5.

The eclection was held in
437 polling centres with
1991 booths and everywhere
pcople attended the centres
with utmost devotion to sclect
their favoured candidates.

There was a ful aumo-
sphere in all centres and elec-
tion was held free. fair and
impartial. No untoward inci-
dent was happened.

Among 5 secats BNP got
three followed by Jamaat-e-
Islami two. About 65 per cent
of votes was casts in the dis-
trict.

Hundreds could not
cast votes

Our Kurigram Correspon-
dent adds : Hundreds of
people in Kurigram could not
cast their votes in the Jatiya
Sangsad election on February
27 as their names did net
appear in the voters list.

Many of them went to the
vote centres and were disap-
pointed when they did not find
their names in the voters list.
Elite, businessmen and com-
mon people were deprived of
their voting rights due to this
lapse in the voters list. Mr.
Shib Narayan Roy (48). Anku
Roy (21). Roghu Nath Paul
(45). Khumini Bewa [(45). w/o
Khujia Mamud. Shahida (25).
d/o Khujia Mamud., Kemar-
uddin (36), Maleka Begum
(28). w/o Rahmatullah, Saifur
Rahman (45) and many others

complain~d that their names
were in  the voters list earlier.
Mr Rabindra Nath Roy,
"Sangbad” correspondent of
Ku could not also cast
his vote for lapse in voters list.
While, | visited Kuri River
Vicw High Schoel Centre,
Kurigram College Centre and
Kurigram Madrasha wote cen-
tre, mel the aforesaid persons
and many others. who ques-
toned how their names were
omitted even alter they did not
change their addresses.

of Pabna-3,

Victory procession
Mcanwhile., a victory pro-
cession was brought out by the
activists of Jatiya Party on the

victory of Mh-g Tajul Islam
Chowdhury (ex- of de-
posed President Ershad) in

the Jattya Sangsad election in
Kurigram-2 seat comprising

Accordi
Livestoek

the ma‘n thorcughfares of
Kurigram and chanted slogans
in support of their winner
candidate. They also de-
manded immediate release of
Jatiya Party Chairman Ershad.

Six persons were injured
while the supporters ol Awami
League attacked the said pro-

‘g¢ession of JP near Kanthalbari

bazar of Kurigram Sadar

upazila.
The seriously injured per-

sons were admitted to
Kurigram Modernised
Hospital. are Harun-or-

Rashid (24), Hasem Ali (35),
Zoyngl Abedin (20). Aminul
Islam (25) and Shefat Ali (58).

A case was started in this
connection police arrested 27
persons in connection with
this.

Mention may be made here
that. three out of four seats in
Kurigram district captured by
Jatiya Party candidates while
the rest one seat Kurigram-3
was captured by AL candidate.

Meanwhile, the activists ol
BNP brought out a big proces-
sion for the sweeping victory
of the h Nationalist
Party (BNP) as a single largest
party in the coumtry. The pro-
cessionists paraded the main
sireéts of Kurigram and
chanted slogans like "Khaleda
Tumi Egiye Cholo. Amora
Acchi Tomar Sathey”.

Patuakhali

Our Matuakhali Correspon-
dent adds : A big procession
led by Jatiya Party Icaders
paraded main thoroughfares of
Galachipa and Mirzaganj
upazila demanding immedfate
release of President Hussain
Md. Ershad.

In the February 27. parlia-
mentary election he contested
from five constituencies in his
own district ur and he -
has been nominated theirin in
all the seats. As the news
spread that he has been
elected in all the five con-
stituencies Jatiya Party lcaders
and supporters who were for
so long inactive and sordid
burst out with great joy.

~ Sherpur
Our Sherpur Correspondent
adds : A victory procession
was brought out in faveur of

Shah Rafiqul Bart Chowdhury
on his success in the -

mentary held on
27. | may be mentioned here
that Mr Rafiqul Bari, a
nominee was
declared a member of
Parliament. A from
his native village parading 12
mile road ended at
Sherpur | Shah Park.
About 20 thousand

people
from all walks of life took part
in the procession and chanted
slogans demanding release of
H.M. Ershad.

Later Mr Rafiqul Bari
Chowdhury. MP elect from
Sherpur Sadar addressed a
gathering at Bahadur Shah
Park.

Barisal

" UNB from Barisal adds : Out
of 63 candidates who con-
tested in the February 27 par-
liamentary elections from six
constituencices of the distriet
secu money ol 44 candi-




