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18 killed in MeXICO : Al least 18 people were

kiliod and more than 50 injured on Monday in a flery crash

police said. reports Reuter.
ploughed into the back of a

The lorry. which was carrying paint and volatile industrial
flames and engulfed the buses in a ball

police spokcsman said.
Accord on US bases near : ncguaor

are close o concluding an t on US military bases in

2
]

the Phi Philippine Foreign Minister Raul Manglapus
said in W Monday. reports AFP.

He told that negotiators “are not too far apart”
on a base & L but added that one issue still unresolved

Mhhmwﬂh&murjﬂﬁumhmﬁnhr
concerned the US ment schedule.

“It's not the m r now that are bothering US. it's the
question of regularity.” he said .

Mr. Maglapus said he expected the basc negotiations,
which adjourncd here

be the end of the month.

B tterrand to meet soon :
Us

Mitierrand will meet on the French Caribbean tsland of

t George Bush and French President Francols

Martinique on March 14. the French Prestdency said in Parls
on Monday. rcports Reuler.

A statement from Mitierrand's Elysee palace said the two

leaders would have informal talks and lunch together. It gave

no other details.
Mitterrand. whose country was part of the Allied coalition

against | Emnﬂd on Sunday that heads of government of
rrtnixr:ﬁ UN Security Council should meet (o discniss
restoring peace to the Middie East after the Gull war.

Iran for Gulf security : i
President Hashemi Rafsanjani Monday called on France and
other European states 1o help restore security in the Gull, but
earned them against “imposing” a regional arrangement,

AP,

In a telephone conversation with French President
Francois Mitterrand. Rafsanjani stressed that “regional prob-
lems should be solved in the region and by countries there.”
the Islamic Republic News Age wried.

He added that "any plan to r:r:‘mlt:d by oulsiders is
doomed to fail,” said the news agency, monitored in Nicosia.

“France and other Enropean states could make cfforts for a
speedy restoration of peace and tranquillity in the region.”
Rafsanjani said. :

The news agency said Rafsanjant made similar comments
in a telephone conversation Sunday with ltalian Prime Minis-
ter Givlio Andreotti Sundav.

Clashes kill 16 in Salvador : sy

clashes between Government Lroops and Leftist rebels left al
lcast 16 dead and morc than 10 wounded. oflicially
announced in San Salvador Monday. reports AFP.

The Armed Forces Press Commitice said cight rebels
were killed and six others were injured in combal against the

ﬁ Atlacat] army battalion. in the northern provinee of Cha-

One soldicr lost his life and four others were wounded in
fighting there. the commitice’s report said.

The fighting followed the army’'s location of a gucrilla
camp. Rebels of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN) declarcd a five day truce as of last Saturday in
honour of the late Leftist opposition lcader Gullermo Ungo.
but warned FMLN units would fight if the army moved into
areas under their eontrol.

Soviet plane "lilyacker dies : A man

tried 1o hijack a Soviet ai 10 Sweden by threatening the
crew with W but was thwarted and tgnited the device
at Leningrad Airport, severcly injuring himscll, 1the KGB
security police in Moscow said on Monday. reports Reuler.

Soviet television said he later died. The KGB quoted by
Tass news agency. named the hijacker as Alcxander Dubovt-
sev. 32. Tass said the man threatened the crew of the AN-24
Acroflot rhn: with an anti-tank grenadc on a (light from
archangel in the Sovict far north to Leningrad.

After the captain landed the planc in Leningrad. the hi-
jacker was persuaded to let the passengers leave.

Baker to visit ME, Europe : us

Sceretary of State James Baker will leave for a n ne-day tour
of the Middle East and Europe to “listen to” regional leaders
about what they have to say on Post-War Sccurity Ar-
rangements in the Gull. a senfor US ofMicial said in Brussels
at a NATO mecting Monday, reports AFT.

"Baker is going to lsten. there is no American initiative,”
Raymond Scitz. Assistant Sceretary of State for European and
Canadian Affairs. told ambassadors of Allied nations in a
bricfing on the situation in the Gull.

Mr. Seitz was speaking in the company of Henry Rowen,-
Assistant Secretary of Defence, and other Pentagon officlals.

last month without a settiement. would
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LBE B 1Y) Izzat Ibrahim asks rebels to

show loyalty to Saddam

NICOSIA, Mar 5 7 The
Deputy Chatrman of lrag's mil-
ing ‘;mhlhn Command
Counecil on Monday told offi-

ctals from 1wo ecastern
provinces which Tchran-bascd
rebels say control that

they must show their loyalty w0

President Saddam Hussein.
reports Reuler.

Radto. monitored

by the British Broadcasting

sabed Lzzat Ibrahim

and officials

from the castern provinces of

Maysan and Wasit they should

rise 1o major challcnges lacing
the government.

"You musl raise your awarce -
ness and determination to the
level that corresponds to the
requirements of the phase of
major challenges”. he 1old a
mecling.

“Farness, honour and man
lincss require ns as lragis to
express our loyalty to. and
deep beliel in this greal glory
and deep-rooted tradition. and
in s symbol — the leader of

- the march.” the radio guoled

———

almos

— .

Unconfirmed rebel sources said on Tuesday lzzal
Ibrahim and another Baalh Parly strongman Taha
Yasin Ramadhan were killed by President Saddam

Hossain.
m-m

Rebels trying to  topple
Saddam following the defeat of

Mohammed aker al-1lakim
reporters in Tehran that
the captured towns included
Al Amarah. capital of Maysan.
and Al K, capital of Wasit.
The radio sald Thrahim met
the governors of Washt and
Maysan, the secretaries of re-
gional Baath Party branches,
the commander of the frst
army corps and officials in
charge ol internal security in

the two rales.
“I tell you 'hat the state of
great pride  cmbellished by

this grund ictory achiceved

lzzat e ahim

against the most ivrannical
forces of evil ahd cnme in the
world. 1s a great honour of us,
but martyrdom for its sake is o
greater honour,” tbrahim told
them.

Prosident George Bush itk on
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LONDON — fIragi President Sadd:iun Hoss:ain l-; a favourite of cartoonists here. The
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cartoon shows Republican Guards measuring the size of Saddam in lerms ol his
conlrol over the Baath Parly.

Monday he wunted 1o heal the
wounds of 1he Gull war and
insisted US anger was aimed
only at Iraql President Saddam
Hussein. who fuccs mounting
unrest at home because of war

losses
We are a gencerous nation

and we've got a lot 10 do now...
to heal the wounds”, Bush said.
“Our argument has never been
with the people of Iraq”.

He sald Americans felt no
bitterness with “those haploss
Iragi soldicrs sent lo a fate
they did not even know was in
store for them™.

*Our argument has been
with Saddam Hussein. Our
argument has been with a dic-
talor who created aggression
against Kuwait", Bush told a
gathering of velerans’ groups.

Bush's remarks came
shortly after White louse
spokesman Marlin Fltzwater
said intcrnal opposition o
Saddam has reached an un-
precedented level,

Rebels trying to oust Sad-
dam claimed on Monday they
had scieed Basra and five other
soulthern Iragl 1owns, Scparate
Kurdish opponcnis claimed
they had setzed a city 160
miles (260 km) northeast of
aghdad.

Fitzwater, who called the
release of 10 allied prisomers
of war. including six Ameri-
cans, a positive development,
said the United States had no
role in direetly fuelling the un-
rest.

"It obviously represcnts a
degree of opposition and pub
lic response to Saddam lhus-
sein that we have not seen In
the past”. Fitzwater told re-
portcrs.

"We, of coursc. have oltcn
said we would not weep il the
people of Iraq
should no longer be In power”,
the presidential spokesman
wkd,

lish has called npon the
Iragt miltary and its peoplc to
overthrow Saddam,

Iragi opposition leader Mo-
hammed Bager al-Hakim tokl
reporters in Tchran that re-
ircaling soldiers and low-
ranking officers of Saddam's
army had joined the rebels
afler Irag's
s in the Gull war.

Hakim. a Shitte Mushm
cleric, said an entire Republi-
can Guard regiment had sur-
rendered to rebels in Al Ama-

Kuwait's cabinet
first meet since

Iraqgi invasion

LONDON. Mar 5 : Kuwail's
cabinct in Monday held its first
meeting in the Emirale since
the Iragi invasion last Augusi.
reports Reuler.

"It was a rather emotional
phere. We are so glad, so
happy. that we arc all to-

gether,” Kuwaiutl Planning
Minister Salman Abdul-Razek

., al Mutawa told Britain’s chan-
* nel four television news as he

emerged from the sgssion,

Powell gettlng status
of Eisenhower

WASHINGTON. Mer 5 . The
Gulf War «ould set General
Colin P'ow: Il the first black
to serve as chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Stafl, on the
same path as a war hero
from another war. formcer
President Dwight
Eisenhower. reports AFP.  °

Just as General Eisenhower

helped lead the Allies to

victory against Adoll Hitler.

Gen Powell was a driving

force in defeating the To date, Mr Bush has done

] nothing to indicate he

g would consider replacing

his second-in-command
with the 853-year-old
military man, nor has Gen
Powell shown any
inclination for political life.

But given the general's
pdpularity following the Gulf
War victory. analysts say a
stcp into the Vice
Presidency could put him
into the shoes of the
commander-in-chief
himsell.

This son of Jamaican
immigrants 1is indeed
holding a winning hand.

Ilis first acc in the hole, of
.course, is the decisive
victory in the Gull. though
he has insisted the glory go
1o the commander of US
forces in the Gull, General
Norman Schwarzkopf. |

And though he won't reveal his
political affiliation and has
tried to stay out of the
limelight, Gen Powell's
tenurc as National Security
Adviser to Ronald Reagan
showcased his political
finesse as well as the
military powers.

The general's impressive
management style and
humanity have been
celebrated by comrades
from his days in Vietnam
and eclsewhere, and his

troops of Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein, a man
President George Dush has
often compared to the

- German dictator,

A recent NBC television poll
said onc American in two
would vote for Gen Powell
as the country's next vice
President, compared to

back Viee President Dan
Quayle for another term.

about one in four who would '

warmth and directness
during briefing on the Gull
War have won him
America’s confidence.
Confronted with racism while
stationed in the southern
United States carly in his
carcer, Gen Powell insists
that blacks [ace few barricrs
in the armed forces today
and has eountered charges
that blacks were
di~proportionately
represented in the Gull War
by saying that it is an

honour to serve one's
country.

An ardent admirer of Martin
Luther King and his

doctrine of non-violence,
the top US military offlicer
says he is proud 1o be black
and thal his tough climb 1o
the top was cased by the
efforts of blacks before him.

Though Americans have ncver
clected a black president,

Douglas Wilder became the
first black governor in
1989. His record as chiefl
exceutive of the former
slave state, Virginia, has
been good enough so far o
put him on the long list of
democratic contenders for
the 1992 presidential race.

Finally, Gen Powell has carmed
his stars in an arca vital to a
political carcer in America.
lie is a good husband and a
tiather of three.

UN mission to
assess needs in

" Iraq, Kuwait

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 5 :
A United Nations mission lo
assess humanitarian necds in
Iraq and Kuwail could leave for
the area on Wednesday or
Thursday. Secerctary Gencral
Javier Perez de Cuellar said.

re Reulter,
* Plans o send the mission.

representing a number of UN
agencics a headed by under

Secrelary General

| been released for hea

PARIS, Mar 5 :Iran will fo-
ment trouble in Iraq  and
across the Gull unless the in-
ternational community steps in
to remove the cancer of the
Islamic Republic. the son of
the late Shah of Iran said on
Monday. reports Reuter

"So long as there is a con-
tinuation of the present
regime in my country | cannot
scc the chance of the cxis-
tenee of a new order in the re-
gion. Reza Pahlavi said.

Tehran was behind Shi'ite
Muslims reported in revolt
against Iragl President Saddam
llossein in Basra and other
towns and would step in il
there were a peower vacuum,

he said.

The Islamic Republic may
nol focus on Iraq alone but will
continue its policy ol destabil-
ising the arca, he said it is
truly a cancer in the arca
which will keep growing unul
it beecomes terminal.

The 30-year-old son of the
former Shah of Iran, who was
toppled in 1979, ridiculed a
widespread  western belicf
that President Ali Akbar
Hasheme Raflsanjani was a
moderate secking to steer lran
away [rom the hard-linc lun-
damentalist course set by the
late Ayatollah - Ruhollah
Khomeint.

Iran to foment trouble
in Iraq: Reza Pahlavi

lie said Rafsanjanf's over-
ture to the international com
munity simply aimed (o save a
regime beset by cconomie ills.

The Gulfl erisis had shown
the danger of the anti-wesicrn
rhetoric used by both Saddam
and lrantan lcaders. Pahlavi
said it had fired demonstra-
tfons In countrics like

Morocco or Algeria \'.z prople
I

with no inkling of under
Saclcdam. '

“We will be back 1o square
one at the end of this crisis
and the world will have to con-
front the same problems even
without Saddam Hussecin.” he
said.

Former elected Thai

BANGKOK, Mar 5 : The mil-
ftary junta on Monday rcjected
su s that it would soon
rclease the elected prime min-
ister it ousted. reporis AP.

The junta leader. armed
forces chiel Gen. Sunthorn
Kongsompong, said Chatichai
would be freed at some point.
but it was not an urgenl mat-
ter.

Junta officials were re-
sponding to Interim Prime
Minister Anand Panyarachun’s
weeckend statement that
Chatichai Choonhavan would be
freed right aflter the interim
Cabinet was formed. The
Cabinect is expected to be

ted this week.

Chatichai has been delained
since he was taken ofl a planc
by air force officers Feb. 23 as

he was about to fly w0 the

northern eity of Chiang Mal o
see King Bhumibol Adulyade}. A
few hours later. the junta an-
nounced it had taken over
power.
+ Also detained arc Arthit
Kamlang-ek. a deputy prime
minister, and a few other
Chatichai aides. The radio sta-
tion of the newspaper The
Nation said Monday that one
close adviser r:pnﬂedz has
Ith rea-
SONS.
The junta, and not Anand’s
carctaker government. will
decide when Chatichal will be

relcased, said the junta’s No. 2
man, army chiel Gen. Suchinda
Kraprayoon.

The statements raised new
questions about the clout of
Anand's administration. The
junta appointed Anand on
Sam : .

The ﬂlmla also said Monday
it would be working jointly
with the Cabinet in making
national policy. It earlier an-
nounced an interim constitu-
tion that gives it dominance
over Anand's carelaker -
ermmment, whose main is
to lead the country to new

clections by the end of April

PM won't be freed

Anand said he was complet-
ing his Cabinet on Monday and
would scek approval for his
choices from the king Assent
of the constitutional monarch
is required for all major politi-
cal changes.

Anand. a 58-year old busi-
nessman and former diplomat.
has said sccurity-related posts
would go to tary men. He
has said Thailand would con-
tinue the Chatichat adminis-
iration's conservative eco-
nomic policies al home. as

well tts foreign policy —
esscntially pro-West.

The junta sald it seized
power because Chatichal’s gov-
crnmen! was corrupl. tried to
destroy the military and pro-
iected enemics ol the monar-
chy. The coup was the ninth in
Thailand's six decades as a
constitutional monarchy. but
the first since 1977.

The United States,
Australia., France and New
Zealand all have criticized the
coup. The United Stales sus-
pended economic aid. and
Japan sald some ncw boans

may be delayed.

Chatichai;s government had
been widely criticteed for cor-
ruption since coming 0 powery
in Augnst 1988, but the mili-
tary had the same repulation.

decided Saddam

fcat by US led al- |

rah. 100 miles (160 km)
northwest of Basra, lrags ser-
ond near the lramdan bor-

he satd was con-

*ll
u*d:m
In 10 Nasra and Al

Amarah. the towns of
Samawah. Nasirtyah. Dt
v and Al Kut — all m the
Shi'ite heartland of southern
m had llen 0 rebels. he

Kurdish gucrillas eclatmed
thcy had setzed control of Sun-
laymaniyah. 160 miles (200
km) northeast of Baghdad
opcning up & second [ront
against the government.

Stale Department
spokeswoman Margarel
Tutwilcr said US information
on the Rghting was Hmited We
beheve there has been nrwrest
in several of these locatinns
incinding lasra and it may b
continuing cven today. she

said

US officinls welcomed the
relcase of 10 alk-d prisoncrs
I Baghdad, with Fitowater say
mg 300 Iragis would be given
thetr freedom today in re-
sSponse.

Coalition members have
pt a high priority en relcasing
all prisoners quickly. with the
international Red Cruss docid-
ing what to do with any Iragis
who wish not o retum,

General Colin  Powell,
Chatrman of the Joint Chicls of
Siafl. tokd a mecting of the
veterans of foretgn wars there
will be a full accounting of
Prisoncrs of War' (POW) and
those Missing In Action (MIA).

5 tankers with
drinking water
leave UAE for

226.000 wns of drinking wa
ter. will reach Kowait within

twer days.

“The DBoard of Dircetars of
the company has informed the
Kuwaiti government that al'
the company's potentinl will be

at their service for re-

Mlu_-ﬂ'm
viding Kuwaltis with r

mest urgent neods of waler
and other goods.” Hamoud
saie].

The company s run by lrag
and the six members of the
Gull Cﬂ-mthﬂcmu-—
Saxli Arabia. Kuwait. Nahrain

Oman. Qatar and United Arab

. . powdcred
milk. vegetables and [fruits,

satd Mohammed al-Musharki
from the -s:lchl commitice
supervising operation.
The food s meant o fecd
the awmber sofl Kuwait's resis-

lance grovps and the armed
forves

Off the Record

Tale of a POW

NEW YORK : US Navy Lt Jeflrcy

Zaun was first seen on

iclevision six weeks ago. looking dazed and stiffly reciting
anti-war slatements as lraq paraded POWs before the cam-
cras. This week. Zaun was on TV under happy circumsiances:

He was released. reports AP,

"He was thin bul he had all his senses.” his father. Calvin
Zaun. of Cherry Hill. New Jersey. said on NBC television’'s

programmee.
"He looked good.” added Marjorie Zaun, the serviceman's

mother.

The Zauns learned from a milita

latson officer that their

son was onc of 10 allicd soldiers freed . They then

waited until they had seen him on icikevision

publh: commenl.

making a

“The first couple of days and the last couple days have been
the worst. BBecausce the last couple of days, you don't know

what's going to ha

towns were neoded to

and resulted in 13 arresis, re

“It was total mayhem,” said Darren
none of this would have started If the

old student. “Basically

_ ppen.” said Calvin Zaun.

Zaun. whose A-6 Intruder apparently went down on the
first day of thc war, had been among POWs shown on Iraqgl
and US television afier their capture.

Riot in varsity

HARTFORD jConnecticut) : Troopers and
qtiell a rlot at a Universit
party that left at least nine students and scven

police from four
of Hartford
injured

a 22-year-

AP,

police didn't show up. If the police didn’t come wiclding billy

clubs, it would have been over

quickly
Police said they were confronted with a full-scale riot carly
Sunday as hundreds of students pelted them with rocks and

bottles when they
"They were met by

tricd to break up the party.
a very large. angry

crowd out there.”

sakd Sgt Cary Gilbert of the Hartford police department. "It

was definitely a riot.”
The two-hour rampage

began with abogit 40 students and

eventually involved as many as 1.000. police said.

The big love

NEW YORK : Traccy Uliman is a true chameleon. a quirky
actress of enormous charm and skill, able to immerse hersell

completely in the characiers she

portrays.

Unfortunately, “The Big Love.” a onc-woman show which
opened Sunday at Broadway's Plymouth Theater. doesn’t give

her much chance 1o go beyond any surface ex
and Jay Presson Allen is only

The play by Brooke Allen

skin deep in fts depiction of
Hollywood's more notorious slage
attle stretched into two hours of fitful comedy

drama.
"The day she met Ermol

the evening,

Flynn, my
sists Aabland to the andience within the
She's referring. of enurse, o her

ploration.

Florence Aadland. one of
mothers. It's gossip-column
and half-

was a virgin.” In-
few minutes ol

preily |5-year-
t the

old daughter. Beverly. a long-lcgged youngsier who
eye of the aging matinec idol on the backlot at Warner
Their Hatson startled the Los Angeles movie community.

carning Florence the title “mother urmcur:l'
ter "novice shat” in fan magazines ol the late |

daugh

and her
950s. The

affair — and the abuse — lasted two intense years until Flynn's
death at age 50 after a heart attack,

Operation Welcome Home

NEW YORK : New York will welcome troops M:m

home from the Gull war with
in its history te financial

the biggest ticker-tape

" Dlnhhu' said al a néws conler-

ence . 1t will be the ptalnllth'h:r—llplr parade that this city

or any city has ever seen.”
The

.nnudatrmu-y.-illhcmd-“ﬂdh-

tivities in New York. There will be home-coming eclcbrations

all over the United States in the coming monihs as

the huge

UShnTinlthuI[rt#unhmnﬂndlndlhhuﬁﬂll



