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the souls of our rightcous
martyrs.”

iraq claims victory in the
Gull War which came to a halt
reday with the eviction

United Nations resolutions on
its August 2 invasion of Kuwait.
No figure has been announced
for the Iraqi dead.

Saddam chaired a meeting
of the ruling revolution com-
mand council on Sunday lo
discuss “political develop-
mecnls”,

Iragi tclevision relecased
film of a smiling Saddam moct -
ing with three atdes to discuss
restoring public services — his
first televised appearance
since early in the war.

Iraq announced on Su
it had the latest UN
Sccurity Counecil resolution
sctting terms for a il
ceasclire in the Gull, including

International

Saddam prays to invoke God's mercy

a release of all Prisoncrs of
War and detained Kuwaitis.

Western  correspondents
based outside lraq have re-
ported serfous unrest by anti-
Saddam Muslm fundamental-
isis in the southern lragi city
of Basra. Baghdad radio made
no mention of disturbances in
[iasra

On Sunday night. Baghdad
Radio started playing non-mili-
tary songs for the Arst time
since August. Love songs and
folk music were replaced dur-
ing the seven-month con-
frontation by military marches
and patriotic songs. mainly
praising Saddam and Iraq's
steadfasiness.

Mcanwhile, a lound blast
rocked Baghdad yesterday
(Sunday) in what Iraqi officials
said was the detonation of an
uncx bomb.

A thick column of grey
smoke rose into the sky from
south ol the Al-Rashid Hotel
home to foreign journalists,
shortly afier the blast shock

the buflding.

A senfor Information Min-
istry official said disposal cx-
perts had detonated an unex-
ploded bomb dropped on the
city during the Gull war.

The precise location of the
blast was not immediately
clear.
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A senfor Pakistani official aceused that an embassy of an
.country has been busy creating chaos and misleading people
in the country under a master plan for the last two years.

reports Xinhua.
Talking

here Sunday

to newsmen at the parliament house Calcleria
nighl. adviser to the Pakistan Prime Minister on

information Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said the government has
substantial proof of that and will expose this plan at a proper

time.

Hie noted that the plan was aimed atl Pressurizin the
Pakistan government by using certain elements in the country

to withdraw s

from Saundi Arabia.

Pakistart has sent about 10,000 troops to Saudi Arabia
since last August 2 when Iraq occupied Kuwait.

US to leave in 3 months:

Most American forces could leave the Gulf within three
months, US military sources said on Saturday reports Reuter
from Riyadh.
“We hope to be out svithin as carly as 90 days. That's whal
we're looking at for the US military,” one senior soufce said.
“This is not to say we may not nced to be there for longer
but we're projecting 90 days.” he tokd reporters.

Debate on Palestine conflict: rin

Minister Yitzhak Shamir, pressed by Hawks in his
government. has agreed to hold a political debate on the
Palestinian conflict before a visit by US Secretary of state
James Baker next week. reports Reuter,

Government officials said that threc ministers werc
pressing ‘Shamir to formally abandon the government’'s May
1989 “peace inftiative”.

The initiative, hammered out under the pressurc of US
diplomacy and the Palestinian uprising. envisaged clections in
the oceupied territories leading to limited self-rule for

Palestinians. It excluded territorial concessions.

"4 US MIdiem killed: Four US soldiers were

killed when their Chinook helicopte

r crashed accidentally in

northern Saudi Arabia. the US military command said

Mo . reports AP.
Spo

men refused to give details of the accident. which

occurred Saturday, and said names of the vietims were being

withheld
was

pending
injured.

notification of relatives. One crew membw

A spokesman declined to s:ay whether any of those on

board were women.

There are 22 female pilots in the US Army's 101st
Airborne Division. some of whom have been [lying Chinook

supply helicopters in support of troops engaged in the ground

offensive against Iraq.
Iraqi
plancs

north Africa, the Washington
in a

American-led bombing raids
January. Saddam Hussein dispa
Magreb (Arab countries in north

tary airplanes to [riendly

Plan% in Africa?;: someorirgs

been sent for safety not only to lran but also 1o
Post has reported, says PT1.
from Paris, the newspaper said "when the

n over Baghdad in mid-
scveral civilian and mili-

Africa) to take shelter from the Allied atiacks.

“One of the Irag

planes that landed in Nouakchott. the

Mauritanian capital was ramoured to be carrying his wifc and

CHICAGO. Mar 4 : General
Norman Schwarjkopl. who
commands the Allled forces
in the Gulf, says that he
spends a lot of time trying

scin's mind to figure out
what kind of a man he is.
Saddam's official biography.
which came out 11 years
ago, said that his birth in
1937 wasn't a happy one.
Relatives passed him back
and forth during his
childhood. He ran away
from home at 10 to seek his
fortune. The rest is history.
reports UNI.

Now more light is being shed
on those formative years of
the life of Saddam Hussein.
It comes from a 73-year-old

|  woman called Nezima. who

moved in 1950 from DBagh-
dad. Last weck, a Wall

Street Journal reporter and

two Isracli academics, onc a

psychiatrist and one an lraq

6r'i'gins of

to get inside Saddam Hus- -

flecing lraq
lent clashes between govern-
ment forees and anti-Saddam
demonstrators in the eastern

san said In an interview with
the US network CBS that the
demonstrators in Basra, Iraq's
second-largest cily, carried
pro-iranian slogans. More than
hall of iraq's population are
Shitte Mushims. dominant
religion in Iran. Saddam, and
nearly all high government of-
ficials are Sunni Muslims.

Baghdad Radio reported
Sunday night that Saddam wvis-
ited a "martyrs mounment”
and the tomb of the lale De-
fensc Minister Adnan Khayral-
lah.

The radio also reported
Sunday -that Saddam led a
mecting to discuss restoration
of the nation's communica-
tions. televiston broadcast
a film of Saddam meeting with
his ministers.

Saddam has not addressed
his people since Tuesday. two
days before the cease-fire. and
allied officials have said his
whereabouts are not known.

Mcanwhile. the Iragi media
rcported that electricity was
restored 1o seme neighbor-

Anti-Saddam rallies grip
ro-Iranian slogans

hoods in Baghdad late Saturday
and carly Sunday. Provinees In
the north had power restored
Saturday night.

Power gencraling slations
and communications networks
were major largels during the
allied air offensive that began
Jan. 17.

The eofflicial government
daily newspaper. Al-Thawra,
quoted a Ltransporiation min
isiry spokesman as saying cf-
forts had been redoubled 10
resiore public transportation
in Haghdad with the help of
military buses and drivers.

Most of the bridges over
the Tigris river, which runs
through HBaghdad. were de-
stroyed by allied bombing.

A message [from Salwan
[Iraq) says Thousands ol
Iragis staged anti-Saddam
Hussein prolesis in several
sowthern lragl cities on Satur-
day., storming prisons in the
port of Basra and relcasing in
maics, cyc-wilnesses sakd,

An Iraql policeman who
crossed Allled lines on oot on
Friday to urge US forces to
come and liberate Basra sakd
that armed group's were orga-

nizing the anti-government
protests in the city.
Iragis interviewed inside

Iraq about ninc miles beyond
Allied lincs reported anti-gov-
ernment protests in Basra and

other cities including Zubair,
Samawa and Nassirtya

A 35-year-old lragi bust-
nessman satd the tens of thou-
sands of ke took part in
protests lnp;.:f-tr. )

“It's a big demonstration
and we hope that by today or
tomorrow Saddam no longer
exists.” he said. adding that
“the soldiers are finished .~

The policemen. who re-
quested anonymity,. said the
army had not intervened so
far in Basra. cven afier the
demonstrators “opencd the
jafls and released all the pris-
oners.

He said that among those
freed were Kuwaitis, Saudis.
Palestinians and Iraqis.

The Iraqi man, who was
still carrying his police ident|
fication card. told reporters in
this devastated Iraql border
town occupied by US troops
that "some of (the protestors)
are very scarcd.”

“If this falls down they
might be killed by the Iraqgi
government.” he said

All Irag docsn’t want Sad-
dam. But we can't all rise up.”
he said. Appealing for Alhed
help in toppling Mr Hussein.

After talking to reporters.
the Iragl policeman was taken
away by a Kuwaiti serving with
the US Army for interrogation.

A report from Kuwaiti bor-

chanteag,

der adds : A goup of Srl
Lankan refugres flecing Iraq
into Kuwail said an uprising
against Saddam Hussein has
begun in the southern Irag
city of Basra.

in Basra. They arc saying that
their couniry must be Islamie
and that is not a Mus-
lim or he wouldn't have done
all this.” said Abdul Aztz. a St
Lankan worker in Kuwatt whe
was taken hostage by the

Iragis. .

“They want to be ke Iran.”
Aziz sald as he walked along
the main highway connecting
Kuwait and Iraq.

Aziz sadd Kuwatis in the
prison were beaten and tor-
tured.

He was one of hundreds of
refugees seen making the 120-
km (70 mile] walk [rom the
Iraqi border 10 Kuwait City.
Men and women, small chil-
dren and old peoplc tried o
flag down the lew passing cars
along the road that was the
seene of  heavy fighting last
week when the Iraqis re-
ircated from Kuwail.
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SAFWAN (lrag): US soldiers sit on a MI/A1 Abrams tank, equipped with anti-mine ploughs

on March 3, alongside a sign welcoming the delegations to the ceasefire talks. The Big Red
One is the US first Armored Division.

— AFP/UNB photo

3 US Olympic
men among
25 killed in

" plane crash

COLORADO SPRINGS (Colo-
rado), Mar 4 : The United
States Olympic committee said
two commitiee employces and
a coach with the US Cycling
Fedceration were aboard a
United jetliner that crashed
Sunday. There were no known
survivors., reports AP.

The planc with 25 people
aboard crashed In flames as it
approached the Colorado
Springs Airport on a [flight
from Denver.

Mike Moran. a spokesman
for the US Olympic Commit
tee. said that among those on
board the plane were Dr Peler
J Van Handel, 45. a senior
sports physiologist : Dr An-
drzej J Komor . 39. a sports
biochemist: and Dan Birkholtz.

Command Council talks 'political devélogment’

Iraq accepts UN terms,

seeks end to sanctions

BAGIIDAD. Mar 4 : Iraq said
on Sunday it accepted the
latest UN Sccurity Council
Resolution sciling terms for a
permancnt ceasefire in the
Gull. including a release of all
prisoners of war and detained

- Kuwaitis, reports Reuter.

State-run Baghdad radio
said “lraq's acceplance was
relayed in a letter [rom
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz to
the United Nations., which
asked the Security Council to
respond in an objective and
honourable way.”

The Iragi government has
reviewed UN Resolution 686 of
1991 and it accepts to carry
oul its commitments as per
the mentioned resolution,” the
radio quoted the letier as
saying, '

The radio in a previous
news bulletin said Iraq's ruling
Revolutionary Command

Council. chaired by President

Saddam I[lussein met to
discuss unspecified "political
developments”.

Hours carlier a scnilor,

general of Irag's defeated army -

accepted terms dictated by the
US-led coalition forces for a
permanent ceasclire,

The agreement at a desert
air basc in southern Iraq
heralded a swift release of
Allied airmen capturcd by
Baghdad and of thousands of
hostages seized by Iraq during
its seven-month occupation of
Kuwait.

The United States and its
Allies pledged to pull out of
Iraq once a ceaseflire was
signed and  hailed the
battlefield parley as a major
advance toward peace.

the UN resolution combines
conditions sct by President
Goerge Bush last weck when

he announced a suspension of
combat with demands that
Iraq immediately carry out all
12 resolutions adopted since
its August invasion ol Kuwait.

But the resolution does not
call for a permanent ccasefire
as - several Non-Aligned
countrics had :lit:mﬂnd:d.
Instead., it lays the groundwork
for an eventual ccasefire.

Aziz said in his letter that
Iraq hoped the security
council would vote for a
resolution announcing "an
official ceasefire. an end to all
land, sca and air military
operations and the withdrawal
of all foreign forces present
with no due reason in some
Iraqi arcas”.

» Following is a letter from
iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq
Aziz to the President of the UN
security council. Peler
Hokenfellner of Austria, and

UN Seccretary-Gencral Javier
Perez de Cucllar. >

It accepts the council's
Saturday night Resolution 686
backing American terms for a
permanent ceasefire.

“I have the honour to
inform you that the Iraqi
government has taken note of
the text ol Security Council
Resolution 686 (1991) and
that it has agreed to fulfil its
obligations undcr the said
Resolution. We hope that the

counecil, in its turn.will
intcract in an objective_and
honourable manner. pursuant
to the provisions of
International Law and the
principles of equity and
justice, with our faithful and —
to the extent that we are able
— speedy fulfilment of those

obligations.

walcher. spoke to Nczima
about how a pregnant
woman stayed with Nez-
ima's family in Baghdad for
four nights in the spring of
1937. Nezima says the
woman was Subhah Talfah
al-Mussallat, Saddam Hus
sein’'s mother.

Nezima's story is fascinating.
(Remember this is an old
woman talking about some-
thing that took placc 54
years ago). She says that
Subhah came to Baghdad in
March 1937 from Tikrit,
Saddam's hometown which
is 100 miles to the north
and was recently bombed by
Allied warplanes. She was
brought there by Nezima's
brother-in-law Salim Zilka.

scion of Tikrit's one of lwo

Jewish families. The family
was well-known and re-
spected by the majority
Sunni Muslims, because

they helped others in times

the

of need and had founded
the town's first school for

s. .

Subhah's 15-year-old son was
dying of cancer and when
he became terminak Salim
Zilka brought him and his
mother 10 Baghdad. She was
from the ‘Zamiyya quarter’
of Baghdad. Salim stayed
with his in-laws, with Sub-
hah where she kept watch
over her dying son. At
night. he would tell Nezima
about Subhah and Nezima
remembers that they would
both weep late into the
night for the distraughi
woman's plight.

On the fourth day. the boy
died, Subhah broke down.

ling clumps of hair out of
K:: head and beating her
abdomen with her fists. She
also tried to commit suicide
by throwing herself in front
of a moving car bul Salim
pulled her back. "Why are

you punishing the baby in-
side you?" Nezima says
Salim asked Subhah. Subhah
is said to have answered :
“After losing my husband
and my child. what good
can this baby do for me?”
Salim drove Subhah back to
Tikrit and that was the last
Nezima saw of her. One of
Salim's daughters, R'ayah,
told a small IsrachH newspa-
per much the same story
last year. She also added

that Subhah's [amily was

who jolted the Gulf

surprised when she called
the baby Saddam. an un-
common name that means
shock or jolt in Arabie.
After that. the story of Sad-
dam's boyhood gets fuzzy.
His mother had married his
father's brother. Apparently
Subhah rejected him for
some years after his birth
and he was sent off to an
uncle. with whom he lived
for many . At the age of
10, writes his official blog-
rapher, Amir Iskander. he
his mother and step-
father to send him to
school. He was . so the book
says. “Brusquely rejected.”
So he set out, “strong as
always” to [ace his destiny.
Can Nezima be believed 7 “I'm
only telling you things |
know.” .she told the three
men who interviewed her,
“Things | saw with my own
eyes or heard with my own

years.” Haifa university his-

torian Amaazia Baram has
written a book about mod-
ern lraq and agrees with
Nezima.

*She mentioned several names
and families in Tikrit whom
| already knew from my re-
search.” says Baram. "Even
her description of the town
fit my previous understand-
ing.”

In support of her story, Nez-
ima pulls out a dog-cared

n-nnu* She "

L troop. points

:fl her husband. A few
scouts to the right., she
points oul Khair Allah Tel-
fah. Saddam's maternal un-
cle . the man who wult-

The official biography has an-
other view. His childhood
lems are sald o have
‘tanght him certain basie
virtues which

to be cleared by a
sanctions commitlee

A statement [rom
council president. Peler
Hohenleliner of Austrta. rwoted
UN agencies have said lraq
could suffer widespread
epidemics and malnutrition
because allied hmhlﬂ

The | people, the UN
report ., are using the
Tigris River for drinking
water. bathing and as a latrine
It warned of oulbreaks of
cholcra, typhoid. meningitis
and dyscntery.

The council rejected a
resolution by Indta that would
have lifted all sanctions.

- Sanctions approved by Lhe
Security Council last year
prohibit some humanttarian
shipments.

The council met Sunday
cvening shortly aficr Baghdad
Radio announced Iraq had
acccpted a UN resolution
laying the framcwork for a
permanent ccasc-fire

property:; rescind its
annexation of Kuwait and
renounce claims to the

in Nicosia, Cy quoted a
ketter sent by Minister
Tartq Aziz o the United

had accepted UN Security
Council Resohution 686

The UN resolution s a
formal cease fire wou be
declared

iraqi Ambassador Abdul
Amir al-Anbart sald Sunday
that lraq had relcased 10
loreign prisoners of war,
including six Americans. His
report couldn't be immedtatcly
conflirmed.

The resolution in effect.
backs US President Georege
Bush's instsience that Alled
troops remain in lraq until his
terms are met., by affirming
the right of the US-led
coalition o attack again i lrag
rencges on any conditions.

Off the Record

Life begins at 68!

NASIIVILLE (Tennessee) : At age 68, award -winning folk-
country musician Doc Watson isn’'l discussing retirement, re-

ports AP.

“I'm not going to talk about that." he sald recently. "When
I retire, everybody will know it. It could be next week. it
could be next year, or whenever. We've got a few shows to

do.”

Watson. who's blind. won a Grammy last month for his al-

bum “On Praying Ground.”

"My heart was really in this one and | gness it showed.” he
said about the album, which is gospel music-oriented. "It
meant a ot 1o me to do a record | believe in, and that's the

important thing.”

Watson has been performing since the carly 1960s. He's
best known for his guitar playing and his repertoire of old-

time country music.

It strains credulity

BISMARCK (North Dakota) : Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist
A.B. Guthric said he writes aboul the wilkd West 1o show an
honest picture of what life was like then, reports AP .

Guthrie. whose manual for fiction writers is due out this
month. said he admires the work of Jim Welch, author of
"Indian Lawyer.” But he is unimpressed with Larry McMurty's
popular "Lonesome Dove.”

“It strains credulity.” he said. pointing 10 a passage in the
book about throwing rattlesnake meal into a pot 1o oook.

would have shot the cook.,” the 90-ycar-olkd Montana
native said. " Plaustbility is the morality of fiction.”

Powell's daughter
likes to be famous

NEW YORK : Gen. Colin Powell's daughter s a struggling
actress who hopes she makes it big before anyone gels her
dad interested in the White House. reports Al

Linda Powell. 26, said her father has no desire to be Viee
President. As for higher aspirations, she said with a laugh:
"Oh. President? | hope | become lamous first.”

In the movie "Reversal of Fortune,” Miss Powell played one
of the law students who helps Alan Dershowitz win Claus von
Bulow’s case.

On Thursday, Miss Powcll opens at the Samuel Beckeil
Theater in "Judgment Day.” She plays Anna. a flirt in a small
German town in the 1930s.

She says her father doesn't talk a lot about his work as
chatirman of the Joint Chiefs of Stafl. "He guards his privacy
and his opinions.” she said . * We're allowed 1o have our opin-
fons and he has his.”

And what is her opinion about the Gull War?

"I'm glad it's over. | think we did whal we had to do.”

Profusion of
yellow ribbons

BEVERLY HILLS (California): The profusion of yellow rib-
bons across America in support ol soldiers deployed in the
Gulf has inspired Tony Orlando to record a sequel to "Tie A
Yellow Ribbon Round the Old Oak Tree.” reports AP

Yellow ribbons have shown up on trees, doors and lapels
since US forces were sent to the Gull

The 1973 song was about a man returning home from
prison. and the ribbons became associated with Victnam War
POWSs and the Americans taken hostage al the US Embassy in
Iran. In the Gull War, the act of tying a yellow ribbon was a
statement of knwe for the troops,. nol jusi POWs, he said.

The new song. called "With Every Yellow Ribbon,” rede-
fines the yellow ribbon phenomenon o incorporate the new
scniiment. Orlando said.

Final curtain on
Las Vegas Strip

LAS VEGAS : Showgirlis and showgoers wept and cheered
as the final curtain closed on a 32-year fixture on the Las
Vegas Strip. with 400 former dancers sharing in a poignant
farewell for the Lido de Paris, AP.

The variety show, imported from Paris in 19568, was -
formed 22.000 times for an audience iotalling 19
people. A duel over its artistic content, alongside high pro-
duction and licensing costs. prompled the Stardust Hotel o
for a new musical uction that opens in July.
the Lido ook its final bow Thursday night and a band

“Thanks for the Memories,” showgirls wiped away

kisses and flashed thumbs-up signs to the audi-
some of whom first saw or acted in the show a genera-



