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Shab-e-Barat
observed

The Holy Shab-e-Barat was

obderved Saturday night-

throughout the country, re-

ports BSS,
Religious people spent most
of the night in prayer see
divine blessings for their well-
and the country.
government declared

holiday .

The Islamic Foundation and
other religious organisations
including Dewanbag Darbar
Shartl and Islamic Dawat -
stha held waz and doa s
on the occasion.

The city branch of

Awami League held

a milad mahfil at the 'S

Bangabandhu Avenue on
the occasion,

Distribution of sweets and
foods and visiting graveyards to
offer fateha for the peace ol
the departed souls were other
highlights of the occasion.

Razzak
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December 6.
He said that il the BNP

opted for parilamentary form
of government his party would
render all our support.
Emphasising the need for
continuation of constitutional
rule Abdur Razzak said that the
constitutional rule would not
be strengthened unless there
was a parliamentary form of
L

He said that there were
many leaders in the BNP who
favoured the parliamentary
form of government because
they understood that there was
possibility of instability in the
existing presidential form of
government.

Abdur Razzak is one of the
four candidate who own from
more than one seats—one from
Shariatpur and the other from
Madaripur. The other Baksal
leader who came out success-
ful in the recent parliamentary
elections were Mohiuddin
Ahmed from Matbaria, Md
Ishaq from Moheshkhali and
Abdur Rahim from Dinajpur.

BNP PP
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Begum Zia sought the coop-
eration of all o steer the coun-
try towards prosperity, Ahmed
Nazir BNP Press Secretary told
the press after the meeting.

The BNP chairperson said
her party was true to its word
during the nine-year| move-
ment and this is one of the
reasons why the p-etfpl: have
made BNP victorious in the
elections, she added.

Thanking the people for
voting in favour of her
she said the elections) p
that BNP was the largest

the most popular psirty
Bangladesh. :

Begum Zia cautioned Mem-~
bers of Parliament of her party
saying the task of reb
the country would be di
since the autocratie govern-
ment of former President
Ershad had shattered the
economy and destroyed the
administration.

' We will have to work with
honesty by rising above lust
and greed to tide over difficul-
ties' she said adding "We will
overcome all obstacles with
honesty, patriotism and the
support of the people’.

She said that the people
want to live in peace and have
two square meals a day. She
asked BNP MPs 1o help
sirengthen the economic in-
frastructure by constructing
bridges and culverts in keeping
with people’'s demand. 'The
people have elected you for

Begum Zia emphasised the
need for hard labour to solve
the problems facing the coun-
try. She said it was due to the

hard labour o Shaheed Zia
and the people that there was
no scareity of goods in 1979
despite a severe L
said BNP have
achieved victory by their hon-
esty, devotion to duty, patrio-
tism, sincerity, and adherence
to ideals. After the promulga-
tion of Martial Law cynics had
said that BNP would never be
back in , she said adding
some of them had left the

Begum Zia said that BNP-

would have won the election by
a greater margin if the voters'
list had been error free.

BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar recalled the repression that
BNP leaders and workers were
subjected to during the nine-

movement.

He thanked the Election
Commission and the news
media for their eflforts to make
the elections free and [air,

Ershad's trial
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man of the Special Tribunal.
Aminul Haque said there
was no bar to try the former
president, as the Appcllate
Division of the Supreme Court
vacated the stay order on the
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Shab-e-Barat Saturday night.
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re of the Muslim Ummah on the occasion ol
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and 50 injured.

The blast occurred at 8.30
am as people were rushing to
work.

Normally at this time this
part of the road is full of cars
with people going to work and
children going to school.

The day being a Saturday,
traffic was comparatively thin,
otherwise the casualties would
have been much higher, a po-
lice officer at the scene said.

Police sealed off the road as
ambulances rushed the injured
to hospitals in the city.

The blast was so powerful
that parts of bodies were scat-
tered several yards away and
the hood of one car rested on
overhead electricity wires
about 35 feet (12 metres)
above the road.

AP adds: the bomb that
killed Wijeratne and others
was most likely exploded by
Tamil rebels who planned the
attack for a long time, police
said :

Right now 90 per cent of
our suspicion is that the attack
was carried out by the
(guerillas). The balance 10 per
cent will cover the minister's

the government's ongoing of-
other enemies, " a senfor po-
lice official said.

Police said about 50 kilo-
grams (120 pounds) ol explo-
sives were planted in a parked
car and detonated by remote
control when the minster’'s car
passed on way to his office.

We figure the whole attack
was planned during a long pe-
riod of time and the persons
involved would have moved
into the area during this time,
the official said.

He said a massive investiga-
tion. one of the largest ever
conducted in the country. has
been launched. He refused to
give details,

Scores of people have been
detained for questioning but
no one has been arrested. he
said.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility but police said the
type of explosives used was
similar to that used by the
dominant Tamil militia, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam. The group has been
fighting since 1983 to setL up a
separate nation in Sri Lanka's
north and the easL

Wijeratne assassinated

Wijeratne, 60, was leading

fensive in the north and the
east against the Tamil Tigers.
A Tiger spokesman, Satha-
sivam Krishnakumar, however,
said Saturday he does not
know if his group was respon-

-Residents in arecas 10 kilo-
meters (6 miles)] from the
blast site said they heard the
explosion. Objects in houses 2
kilometers (1 mile)} away were
rocked by the blast, other res-
idents said.

Abbas
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cording to the wishes of the
people.

He said. 'We have accepted
the people's verdict and this
the democratic spirit in real
terms,.

Congratulating those who
had voted for Jamaat candi-
dates, the Acting Jamaat Amir
said his party believed that the

&

votes cast in favour of Jamaat
were not wasted although only
a few candidates succeeded.

ready clected as their leader
and that she should be re-
as the member of par-

who would be abie 10
command the support of ma-
of the members of Par-

ment when fully constituted.
The Acting President said
that the Council of Ministers
might be formed within a
week, but summoning the Par-
llament will not be possible
before election of the 30
women members. According to
the opinjon of the Election
Commission this can not be
complcted before the April 4.
In these circumstances the

BNP leaders: Prol. AQ M
Badrudduza Chowdhury. LL
Col. {Rtd) Mustafizur Rahman.
Mr. Sailur Rahman, Barristcr
Abdus Salam Talukder, Mr.
M.K. Anwar, Barrister Nazmul
Huda, Justice Maksumul
Hakim, Mr. Aflasuddin Fakir,
Barrister Jamiruddin Sarker
and Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia

were present in the meeting

UNO, 34 others hurt
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stituency-14. was suspended
due to violence. The ow.n con-
testants of the area are Advo-
cate Kabir Chowdhury of BNP
and Akhtaruzzaman of AlL.

In another incident, about
12 persons were injured when
supporters of BNP and AL
clas at South Haltshahar in
Chittagong. The injured were
given treatment at medical
cenlres,

Begum Zia PM |
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President on Saturday and
asserted that her party
emecrged as the single largest
one in the election (BNP) en-
joys the support of the major-
ity members, party sources
said.

The existing Constitution
provides for presidential sys-
tem of mment and there-
fore, Justige Shahabuddin
Ahmed will continue as chief
executive until the presidential
election is hel or the
Constitution is amended to
provide for parlamentary form
of government. Khaleda Zia
and the cabinet will be respon-
sible to the President constitu-
tionally. But political analysts
strongly feel that BNP earned
the moral right through the
election to govern the country
and Khaleda will exercise rcal
power even under Lhe existing
Constitution as Prime Minister.
A constitutional pundit de-
scribed the scenario as BNP
ruling the country under a
caretaker Acting President.

Mecanwhile, the Election
Commission is likely to an-
nounee the official results on
Marech 6. The Members of the
Parliament may take oath on
March 7. The cabinet will be
formed after the MPs take
cath.

The Election Commission
has also started delimitation of
the constituencies for 30
women members Lo be elected
from reserved seats. Ten con-
stituencies will form one unit
from where one member will
be clected. The 300 members
of the parliament, who will
constitute the electoral col-
lege. will vote in secret ballots
to elect the women members.

The candidates who won in
more than one seat shall have
to resign from all the seats re-
taining only one within 30 days
from the date of announce-
ment of official results. If any
member fails to relinquish
within the stipulated time. the
clections to all the seats will
be cancelled.

BNP chiel Begum Khaleda
Zia, ousted president H.M.
Ershad won five seats each.
Awami League leader Tofacl
Ahmed and Baksal leader
Abdur Razzak won two seats.

¢ The clash started when

Russel, a member of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal, was al-
legedly stabbed by some work-
ers of Bangladesh Chhatra
League on Saturday night.

Two local businessmen.
Saber Ahmed and Mohammad
Haroon, were also injured
w’?cn they tried to rescue Rus-
sel,

On receiving news of the
clash police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation un-
der control.

At least ten people were
injured, five of them serfously
in a clash between BNP and
Awami League supporters at
Nakhla Upazila Bazar Saturday
cvening. police said. reports
UNDB.

Of the Injured five were
admitted to Nakhla Upazila
Health Compléx. They are Idris
All {50), Khorshed (25). Hazrat
All (30), all activists of BNP
while Faroque (24) and Forkan
(27) belongs to Awami League.
Condition of Idris Ali was
stated to be critical.

According to Awami League
sources, the clash erupted
while BNP workers attacked
their victory procession.

Two separate cases were
filed with Sherpur police.

Another report from Feni
Adds: The members of a fam-
ily split into BNP and Awami
League supporters clashed at a
village Sunday, leaving 10 in-
cluding three female injured.
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two “secret overtures” last month. a newspaper reporied

Srchry

Saddam's halfl - brother Barzan [brahtm had been in touch

with Indian Commerce Minister Subramaniam

Swamy for the

asylum. the newspaper said quoting uhnamed sources in the

Indian government.

Swamy was not available for comment. reports AP.

BRISBANE, Mar 3: A he

near Brisbane.

killing all seven people
was the second fatal helicopter crash in Queensiand
over the weekend. reports AP.

i

France unblocks Kuwaiti assets

PARIS, Mar 3: France on Sunday
to unblock Kuwaiti holdings frozen in

became the first country
at the start of

the Gulf crists. The Finance Ministry said the order frees an
estimated 7.5 billlon francs (1.5 billon dollars) of Kuwwaiti
capital in French banks as well as shares in French concerns,

reports AP.

China expels high official

BEWING., Mar 3: China's former top representative i
Hong Kong has been expelied [rom the Communist Party one
year after he fled to the United States, the official Xinhua
News Agency said Sunday. Xu Jiatun is the highest level party
member to flee China in the wake of the crackdown on the
1989 pro-democracy movement, and the most senfor person
to be expelied from the party. reports AP.

Tremor rocks western Turkey

ISTANBUL. Mar 3: A medium-strength earthquake rocked

western Turkey

on Sunday. causing no casualities or

the Kandilli Observatory reported. [t said the tremor at 10.40
a.m. (0840 GMT) mecasured 4.6 on the Richter Scale and
lasted a few seconds, reports AP,

Overseas emplo
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August) of the current fiscal
year. official remittances from
Kuwait stood at eight milllon
dollars.

About the return of the
Bangladeshis to Kuwait and
getting back their jobs, the
Kuwait Ambassador said the
decision by his government
would be taken as soon as the
situation became normal. "Now
the Emirate is under martial
law to help restore normalcy
after a seven-month-long Iraqi
occupation and want on de-
struction and , loot, and only
the foreign diplomats in
Kuwait have resumed their
work”, he added.

Emergency teams are work-
ing to assess the needs of the
war-ravaged Kuwait, concen-
trating on the urgent first aid
for its shattered economy. in-
cluding 650 ofl wells which
arc on fire. News agency re-
ports from Kuwait said the 90-
day emergency programme fi-
nanced by the Emirate’s gov-
ernmpent will cost at least 50
billion dollars. According to
Kuwait's Central Bank Gov-
ernment Sheikh Salam Al-
Sabah, reconstruction of the
war-ruined economy would in-

volve 500 billion dollars if the
private sector losscs are In-

chuded

Kuwait has already signed
rebuflding contracts with about
150 companies all over the
world.

While the reconstruction
and rchabilitation programme
gets off in Kuwait, the labour-
scarce Emirate will be looking
forward to more manpower
support for the same. The
labour-surplus poor Asian
economies will be competing
for a larger share in new em-
ployment opportunities for
their respective nationals.

About the new opportuni-
ties in Kuwait, business circles
in Dhaka suggest the need for
a well-coordinated strategy at
the government level to secure
a favourable deal for
Bangladesh in view of country's
positive and consistent sup-
port for liberating Kuwait from
Iraqi occupation.

The Gulf erisis landed sev-
eral punches on the fragile
Bangladesh economy by raising
oil prices. slashing worker
remittanced, causing repatria-
tion cost of about 36 million
dollars for bringing the
stranded Bangladeshis and in-
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Cross, with a “symbolic re-
lease™ on both sides immedi-
ately, the US commander said,

‘adding that mine-clearing ac-

tivities will also begin imme-
diately.

There was little immediate
information about the mem-
bers of the Iraqi delegation.

Schwarzkopf said both sides
were prepared to meet again
to discuss truce terms but that
he did not anticipate another
meeting would be necessary.

Before the meeting, he said,
“I'm not here to give them
anything [I'm here to tell them
exactly what we expect them
to do.” .

Iraq's official media made
no mention of the military
meeting early Sunday. and in-
stead focused on attempts to
restore electricity, transport.
and radio and televisfon broad-
casting throughout the war-
devastated country.

Earlier report adds: lraqi
and Allied gencrals met at an
occupietl air base inside Iraq
Sunday to work out details of a
Gulf war ceasefire, the

Kan
News & Commercial offices:
Tel: 246023-4(PABX),
DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

American network CNN said in
a live report.

Two unidentified Iraqi
Generals sat across a wooden
table in an olive-green tent
opposite US General Norman

Schwarzkopl and Saudi
Lietenant-General Prince
Khalid bin Sultan.

Armoured vehicles and
tanks

“Mrs.
gun barrels

of steel round the

scriptions such as
Death™ on their
threw a ring

talks. Fully-armed helicopters .

patrolled overhead.

Before  the talks
Schwarzkopf. a Vietham War
veteran, ordered that nothing
should be done to humiliate
the Iragis.

“I don’t want to embarrass
anyone. | don't want to humil-
iate them." the burly American
General told one of his plan-
ning officers as they walked in
bright morning sunshine to
the talks from the helicopter
that took them to the air base.

In another development,
the United States and its Allies
pledged Sunday to pull out of
Iraq once a Gull war ceasefire
had been signed and hailed
battlefield talks with Iraqgi
Generals as a major step on
the road to peace.

Another report says: US
forces are in no hurry to leave
the huge area they occupy in
southern Iraq. a senfor US mil-
ftary source said on Sunday.

the American stars -
and stripes and carrying in--

Allies,Iraqagree

Why would we leave if
there's a ceasefire and we own
it? | mean eventually we will
(leave). But I'm not sure we're
in that great a hurry 'to get out
and I'm sure he's (Iraq is ) not
in a position to dictate when
we should,” the source’ told
reporters. ; .

At the United Nation
meanwhile the Security
Council on Saturday over-
whelmingly passed a resolution
adopting Allied demands that
Irag must meet before a formal
ceasefire in the Gull war.

Following are the main pro-
visions of Security Council
Resolution 686 adopted late on
Saturday that dictates terms to
Iraq for a permanent ceasefire.

The Resolution demands
Iraq: Rescind its order annex-
ing Kuwait, accept in principle
liability for loss, damage or in-

" jury arising out of its invasion

and occupation of Kuwait, ar-
range for immediate release of
all prisoners of war, release all
Kuwaiti and third-country na-
tionals and return the remains
ol any deceased. Immediately
begin to return all Kuwaiti
property. stop any military ac-
tion, including missile attacks
and combat flights, —identify
the location of Iragi mines.
booby traps and provide infor-
mation on any chemical and
biological weapons and mate-
rial in Khwait and areas of Iraq
where Allied troops are sia-
tioned temporarily.

| the
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press conference at his party
office in the city, Menon said
the most urgent task was to
summon the parliament after

the announcement of official
results of the polls. The par-
liament would solve all the
problems the nation is now
confronted with, including the
form of ent, he added.

Menon is the alone candi-
date of the Five-Party alliance
to get elected in the polls.

The Workers Party leader
reiterated the ‘election pledges’
of the three mainstream polit-
ical alliances before the polls
saying that they had wanted to
change the existing presiden-
tial form of government to a
parliamentary one. Such a
government will annul the un-
democratic clauses of the
Constitution, repeal the Spe-
cial Powers Act and the

Printing and Publications Act,
meet the demands of various
groups and pay heed to the na-
tional concensus as demon-
strated through the mass up-

in 1990.

achieve the goals, Menon
called upon the leader of the
major parliamentary party.
BNP, to initate ways for
uphelding the unity of the
three alliances. Other parties
must come forward forgetting
their

commitments made

attitude to fulfill -

earlier, he added,

The Workers Party leader,
replying to a question, said he
had talks with the BNP leader-
ship and added that they werc

not opposed to parliamentary
democracy on principle.
Having the single majority,
BNP needs no coalition and
can form government alone
unless 151 members of the par-
liament oppose it, he said an-
swering to another question.
. Menon criticised Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina for
her pre-election speeches and
accused her_ of creating
communal division in the
country. He said AL was re-

warded befittingly for its pol-

ftics.
Paltu
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of autocratic and undemocratic
forces rigged the elections by
violating the election rules.

He said the voter lists
which were prepared during
the Ershad regime, when

names of many ghost voters
were enrolled. But the voter

er of power

Suranjit

UNB adds: Ganatantri Party
leader Suranjit Sen Gupta
urged the carectaker govern-
ment to transfer power to the
majority party in parliament
on the basis of political
modality enunciated by demo-
cratic forces.

* Tofael
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port parliamentary form of
government to remove the
present constitutional obsta-
cles.

Col Rashid
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Awami League. Freedom Party

took it as a challenge for the

existence of nationalist forces.

Whereas AL sought people’s

verdict in favour of their pre-
t “75 atrocities.

The ple categorically re-
jected them as the nightmares
of AL era, still rankle in their
minds, he added.

He claimed that late -
dent Zia and his BNP and
later Ershad’ Jatiyo Party
enjoyed the fruits of our Au-
gust-15 sacrifice.
to a question

——
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creasing unemployment as
thousands returned from
Kuwait and lraq without jobs.

The crisis also entailed a
heavy export loss because of
the enforcement of the UN
sanctions against Baghdad.
Kuwait and Iraq accounted for
about 12 per cent of
Bangladesh's 116 million del-
lar exports to the Hﬂdh-%
in 1989-90. <

Kuwait has been the major
market for hi [rozen -
food and vegetable exports (o
the Middle-East. Weekly ex--
port consignments ol vegeta-. -
bles alone stood at about 32
tons worth about 72,000 deol-
lars. Both frozen food and veg-
ctables exports were made on
consignment basis, bills
worth over two lakh dollars
could not be collected because
of sadden market disruptions
in Kuwait following the Gulf
crisis.

The Gulf crisis caused a
heavy drag on meagre financial
resources ol Bangladesh. In-
chuding the cost of participa-
tion in the multi-national
forces in the Gulf.

Besides. country’'s national
airlines. travel and recruiting*
agencies, international hotels
and tourism were the hardest
hit sectors because of the Gulf
erisis. The amount of loss

up in a more E:mrm:
after the war broke out' in the

middle of January.

AL
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sovereign parliament and a
real representative govern-
ment. 'In fact, the vital issue of
our struggle was the estab-
lishment of a sovereign par-
lament to which the Interim
government would trapsfer
power and the government
would be accountable to the
parliament’, a resolution
at the said.

The resolution the par-
election ul’?ebnnz'
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