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Of Fish and Flora

"' I's bitter,

traditional drinking

weddings. The bridegroom in the west, for in-

make it sweet”
well-known phrases from any Russtan wed-
ding. Alter this the exchange of kiss and the
of the
There are endless rites and rituals that go with

by Fayza Haq

is one of the dreds of

stance, should never see the bride in her virgl-

nal white before the wedding
strikes. Similarly something "borrowed™ brings

the bride hack.
In Dhaka "holuds”,
as a celebrated
the cause of much talk and
size of the fish
is the source
of gossip and
chatter for
hours. The Ash
is a symbol of
fertility and
sometimes the
mouth of the
[ish is
crammed with
money lo
make the of-
fering even
more dclecta-
ble.

Another
integral cere-
menial fertility
symbol, repre-
sentative of
pregnancy, is
the "

kolosh”

painted and
decorated with
endless pat-
terns of flow-
ers and leaves
in yellow och-
re and vermi-
lion. Thesc
decorate every
nook and cer-
ner of the
house where
the " holud” is
:tngnd

portlnt

the

The concep

The perfumed "turmeric”

henna is also not
The "rakhi”

ten.

the fish that will be sent
to the bride's house is
discussion. The

that comes with the tray
lectables from each side of the parties plung-
ing into the nuptual also harks back to hun-

years. This silk and tinsel ribbon 1s
Mmﬂnbyth”bhﬁ‘.rﬂthﬁdr‘nm-
ter-in-law to be who invariably

takes gread

wine proceed. ﬂ-wﬂ;“ ﬂihﬂ Et;:-l: It is beleved
t ! is to opened by the
hnlh-ndunﬂtenﬂuﬂﬂhtmmzut

or disaster Hindus there is the putting of

n.e"'m..r

jnlty Am-th:r-ctl.hlttluﬂlnduﬂd
h is scatter rice as she leaves her pa
ent’s home. This rice scattering stands l'url.hc

which is put in the parting of the
This dwells n-n the concept of vir

muist iw

ri's debts to
er parenis.
which is quite
different Irom
the confelli
and rice that is
showered in
the west.
During the
putting of the
"holud® which
proceed for
seven days the
girl does not
adorn herself
with any jewel-
lery. Even on
the actual
"holud” day she
is decked with
garlands of
"champa”®. tu-
beroses and
other sweet-
smelling llow-
ers. [
Holding the
gate and hiding
the shoes ol
the bride -
groom causc
endless diver-
sion and enter-
tainment for

the young par-

- Entering life anew

mbol of the plough is again an im-
tor in the bridegroom's house. The
plough represents the male strength: it is the
man who is expected to go out and earn for

and sow the seeds of success. These
together with the "alpona” form essential part
of the customs and traditions that complete
the "holud” without which no marriage cele-
bration in Dhaka would be complete.

t of "holud” itsell, ritualistic as
it is, has scientific and age-old belicfs behind
the use.The turmeric is said to increase the
sexual appetite. It is also said to act as a con-
traceptive to check any unwanted early preg-

and oil are used
for the smell. to improve the complexion and
to make the skin smooth. The "holdd tapta”
also contains sweetmeats which/is an accepted
mafk’ of ceclebration. The silver container of

ticipants of a
wedding. After
the "rusumat”

the bridegroom. some decades back, wiped his
face and hands with the "anchal” ol the bride's

mother's sari. This was returned with a gold
guinea tied to the sari.

Another custom of receiving guineas some
50 years ago was when the groom, "salaamed”
the elders after the marriage ceremony was
over. The groom placed a guinea at each pair
of feet and this was in turn doubled by the eid-
ers of the family,

Dhaka, specially the older section, abounds
in celebration rites and rituals. Something like
"khatna”, "aquika” and even "tara dikahan” to
the newborn child. were items that have been
celebrated over the years with pomp and pa-
geantry. Even the piercing of a girl's carlobes
or nose have merited the distribution of swects

and new clothes. Similarly. in the old Dhaka.,

l.'}f dt- years aﬂu.

Education Week
from March 13

Edncation Week: will 1w eel-
ebrated at district and divi-
sional levels [rom March 7 10 9
and March 13 1o 15 respec-
tively, according to an official
handout in Dhaka on Sunday,
reports BSS.

The Week will be cele-
brated at national level in the
first week of June.

The main theme of the cel-
ebration this time is
“"Education 'and Democracy’.
Executive committees at dis-
trict and divisional levels [or
celebrating Education Week

‘1991 have already becn
formed.
A best colloge one best

- Rabindra

sccondary boys school, a girls
secondary Sschool
madrasha will be selected al
district level. District .execu-
tive committee will select
three best teachers one each
from College, secondary school
and madrasha. Competition on
girat., debate, spot speech,
sangeet, Nazrul
sangeet, modernsong. folklore,
classical, instrumental music
and dance will be held at dis-
trict levels in two groups-one
at Class VI to Class X and the
other at Xl Class to higher
level, ;

Besides. seminar or sympo-
sium on education and democ-
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"guria ki shadi” was an cntirc event
on its own with 'shehnai”,
tire claptrap ol the extravaganza of jubilation.

"dholak”™ and the en-

racy or on education related
maiter and compelition on
this subject will be held.

The divisional commitice
will select three best colleges,
and nine besl secondary
schools including three
madrasha and three girls
schools on the basis of resulis
received from different dis-
trict level. Three collcges,
three boys schools, threc girls
schools and three madrashas
will be selected from Dhaka
metropolitan area through
Divisional Commissioner of
Dhaka. The divisional commit-
tee will select 27 best teachers
nine each at colleges, sec-
schools and madrashas
and six from Dhaka city two
each from each group and
send them to Director General
of Secondary and [Higher
Sccondary Directorate for con-
sideration at national level.

Besides. competition at di-
visional level will be held with
best competitors of district
level on various [ficlds.
Divisional committecs will

"send the names of first and

second place holders to
Director General of Shilpakala
Academy f[or participating al
national level. The Acadcmy
will arrange competition at
national level.

BCPS election
held

By SSMCH Correspondent

Prof. T.A. Choudhury and
’rof. Abdul Hadl were elected
President and Secretary of
Bangladesh College of Physi-
cian and Surgeons (BCPS), at a
election held on Saturday in
Dhaka. Other office bearers
are, Treasurer- Prof. Mahmud
IHasan, Senior Vice President-
Prof. Ahsanullah Choudhury,
Vice President- Prof. Md.
Tahir, and other two mem-
bers. Prof. Nazmun Nahar and
Prol Sirazul Haque  says a
press release. -

Chehlum

The Chehlum of Riyad
Faisal, son of M A Ghani, Se-
nior Officer, National Bank Ltd.
Head Office. Dhaka will be held

| Today (March.,4 ) at 4-30 pm

after Asar prayer at 42/c, West
Mali Bagh Chowdhury Para,
Ghafur Mansion [behind Nur
Maosque), Dhaka.

Riyad Faisal was a student ol
class VIil of National Bank
Public School in Dhaka, who
died in 23.1.'91. He was only

| 14

C'wealth observers

meet Hasina

The fve-member Comm-
onwealth election obscrvers
team led by Dato Pathmanabon
met with Awami League chiefl
Shetkh Hasina to discuss their
experience gathered during
the elections, reports BSS.

The Awami League chiel
said her's was an organisation
of the people of this country
and the would continuc
its struggle until establishment
of parllamentary demodriicy
and economic emancipation ol

the people.

US, Chinese, Pak
envoys call on
Khaleda

US Ambassador William 0.
Mikam called on BNP chairper
son Bogum Khaleda Zia at Iy
cantonment residence Sunday
aftermoon. reports UND.

Pakistan
issioner Anwar Kemal Sunday
called on BNP lecader m
Khaleda Zia and felicitated g

The Chinese Ambassador

Chen Songlu called on Begum
Khaleda Zia at her residence
yesterday and congratulated

her,

Khaleda,
felicitated

The Saudi Arablan Ambas-
sador in Bangladesh. Abdul
Latil Al-Maimanee. called on
llegum Khaleda Zia. chairper-
son of Bangladesh Nationalist

‘arty (BNP). at her residence
in Dhaka Saturday. reports
HSS.

Maimanee congratulated
Begum Khaleda Zia of her vic-
tory and her party's win as a
single party majority in the
February 27 parliamentary
polls, BNI” sources said.

The Sawdi Envoy also dis-
cussed with Begum Zia the
malters of bilateral interests
and mutual cooperation. the
sources said.

The Kuwaiti Ambassador in
[langladesh, Mohammad
Ibrahim Al-Najran, called on
BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia at her residence
Dhaka on Saturday.

Najran congratulated Begum
Khaleda Zia of her and her
party's victory in the February
27 parliamentary elections
which gave the BNP a single

party majority in parliamcnit,
BNP <ources said.

High Comm- |

Chr Daailg Str 3

The US Ambassador William B. Milam met the BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at her residence in Dhaka on Sunday.

others

The Kuwaitl Envoy also dis-
cussed with Begum Zia the is
stics of bilateral interests and
mutual cooperations.

Jute spinners assoc

Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association Saturday congratu-
lated the Acting President.

Justice Shahabuddin Ah

for impartial and pcaccfn

holding of tI  parliamentary
polls.

In a statement in Dhaka the
Chairman of the Association M.
Shamsul Huq lauded the sin-
cere efforts, and patriotism of
the Acting President for suc-
cessful holding of the elec-
tions. He hoped that alongwith
democracy industries would
flourish in the country leading

it 1o continued prosperity.

Bangladesh Hindu., Bou-
ddha. Christian Otkya Parishad
Sunday congratulated Begum

Khaleda Zia and her party for
getling mafjorifly in the. §th
Jatiya Sangsad Eleetions,
reports B3SS,

2,000 nationals safe

Dhaka to restore

embassy in Kuwait

The ﬂﬂvcrnm:nl is taking
preparations for reactivating
soon country's embassy in
Kuwait, just liberated from the
Iraqi occupation, sources said
in Dhaka on Sunday, reporis
UNB.

A Foreign Office source said
the Bangladesh national [lag
was hoisted atop the mission
on February 27 immediately
after liberation of the Gulf
state.

The mission's activity was
suspended in mid-September
last
Gulf crisis following the August
2.

All five diplomats including

Ambassador K M Shehabuddin
were likely to proceed  to

'-l'

@ Weather

-

Day temperature may

grees celsius,

Tuesday at 6,18 am.
Outlook for two
Extended outlook

year after breakout of the !

Kuwait City in a couple of days

to resume their jobs, the
sonrce satd.
Ile informed that the

Bangladesh embassy in Kuwait
remained intact and all 2.000
Bangladesh nationals still there
also sale and secure, surviving
40 days of the world's severest
battles between the US- led
multinational forces and the
Iraqi troops.

Bangladesh suspended its
Kuwait mission along with
other countries aflter the Iraqi
invasion and annexation of its

neighbour.
Besides, the government
evacuated some 70,000

stranded nationals from Kuwait

. and Iraq after the aggression.
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Weather to remain dry

By Staff Correspondent

Weather likely to remain dry all over the mtmtry today.
remain unchanged

Light rain thundershower which recorded 2 mm was oc-
cured at Dhaka, Weather remained dry.
remained unchanged except Rajshahi where it fell by 2 de-

at most places.

Day temperature

The sun sets today (Monday) at 6.03 pm and rises on

s : Little change.

or subsequent five days : No change.
The maximum temperature on Sunday recorded at 32 dc-

gree celsius at Tekpafl and the minimum of 12.6 degrees al

Rangpur.
Temperature and Humidity of some cities and towns
recorded on Sunday are :
| City/Town  Temperature in celsius Humidity (%)
max min 9 am 6 pm
| Dhaka 32.2° 19.0 69 39
Chittagong 31.2 21.1 75 64
Rajshahi 30.1 13.2 50 49
Khulna 31.0 18.8 76 60
| Cox's Bazar . 31.5 21.0 75 71
Sylhet 30.0 18.5 74 45
The maximum temperature of some international cities :
| Calcutta 32 dcgn:: m:lutua
Delhi 23
Colombo 31 : t
Hong Kong 17 i 3
Singapore 31 ) "
| Rangoon 36 * d
Bombay 29 2 "

and

hailstorm during this month.

The Met office said that the other
may also experience 3 w0 5 day nor'wester with hailstorm.

Strong nor'wester-onee or twice may
the forecast added. Met office said that Dhaka division may

Dhaka and anuhahi divisions and the regibns of Cnmilla
Sylhet are likely to experience 4 to 6 day nor'wester with

parts ol *he country

hit some other parts.

experience 45-50 mm, Chittagong 50-56 mm. Rajshahi 30-
38 mm and Khulna 40-45 mm rain in this month.
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BNP invites
application for
reserved seats

The women members ol
Bangladesh Nationalist Pary
interested in seeking nomina
tion for the 30 reserved scats
in parliament for women have
becn asked 10 submit their ap
plications at the party's Banani
office by March 10, a party
source said Sunday night. re-
ports [ISS.

Subsidized
accommodation
for Umrah

pilgrims

The Government has dc-
cided to provide accommoda-
tion at reduced rents at the
three Haj missions in Saudi
Arabta for Bangladesh citizens
whoen they go their lor per-
loi ming Umrah, according to
an official handout. reports
135S,

The three missions under
the Religious Affairs Ministry
are located at Jeddah, Makkah
and Madina.

The Bangladesh eitizens
intending to perform Umrah
have been advised to contac!
Haj Officer. Assistant Haj Offi-
cer, Consulate General ol
Bangladesh, Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia. Post Box Number: 6215
for availing themselves of the
accommodation facility at the
three missions.

“The election monitoring
cell” jointly formed by Institute
of Human Rights and Legal
Affairs and Liberty Forum will
organisc a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club on
Monday at 4.30 p.m. Justice
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury,
Justicer Abdul Malek and
Advocate Khandoker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed will
speak on election monitoring
and post-election situation.,

Jubilee celebration
of DU Psychology
- Department

The silver jubilee of the
Psychology Department of the
University of Dhaka will be
celebrated on Friday, March 8.
A reunion of the old and fresh
students of the department
will be held on the occasion.

Chairman of the depart-
ment, Dr Sultana S Zaman,
who is convenor of the jublilee
celebration committee, in
a press release asked the in-
tending participants in the
programme to contact the de-

— Star phote.

Lest We F orget

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin

By Staff Correspondent

The 13th anniversary of death
of Abul Kalam Shamsuddin
— a renowncd journalist and
litterateur falls on today
(Monday).

Born in 1897, his remarkable
contributions in the ficld of
journalism spread over
more than hall a century. As
an eminent journalist and
litterateur of the sub-
continent. Abul Kalam
Shamsuddin played an
important role as one of the
forerunners in the Mushm
renaissance movement and
in the field of journalism.

As a journalist, Abul Kalam
Shamsuddin joined
‘Mohammadl’ in 1922,
Then he associated himself
with weekly ‘Mushm Jagat'.
Later he joined 'The
Musalman' in 1925 and
continued there for three
years. The celebrated
journalist worked with the
daily ‘Sultan’ from 1924 to
1930. He held responsible
position in the weekly
‘Mohammadi{’, monthly
‘Mohammadi’ and the Daily
‘Azad’ for 32 years from
1930 to 1962. He was the
FEditor of daily ‘Azad’ from
1940 to 1960. A
respectable personality in
the realm of journalism.
Abul Kalam Shamsuddin be-
came Editor of the daily
‘Jehad” In 1963. He was
later appointed Editor of
the then ‘Dainik Pakistan’
in November,

He then retired as the
Editor of the ‘Dainik

Bangla'.

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin edited
the daily 'Azad’ in_those
turbulent days when the
whole of erstwhile India
was in upsurge against the
British and the Muslims of
the sub-continent were
struggling for a country of
their own in the midst of
many odds. As an editor and
pioneer of the renaissance
movement, he made
significant contribution to
the achievement of
Pakistan.

After the establishment of
Pakistan, Abul Kalam
Shamsuddin both as the
Editor of the "Azad’ and as
an intellectual made a mark
of his own in the field of
journalism and lilcrature of
the country. When erstwhile
East Pakistan was In
ferment in the fifties and
early sixtics as the people
fought for their democratic
rights. he stood with them
and used his powerful pen
for their cause.

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin's mile

1964 and {
remained there till 1971. "

during the Language
Movement was a hisloric
one. He used his pen
vigorously against any
attempis at tempering with
the fundamental rights of
the people and turnedowt to
be one of the most flery
ceritics of the brutal killing
of the Language Movement
processionists by the Police
of the then Muslim League

Caovernment. As a mark of
protest. he resigned his
membership of the then
East Pakistan Legislative
Assembly to which he was
elected as a candidate of

the Muslim League, the

party in power. He
over the public meeting

convened on February 26 in
1962 near the present
Shaheed Minar to condemn
against the brutal killing. On
the very day, he also
formally inaugurated the
historic Shaheed Minar.

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin came
to journalism by choice at
the carliest phase of the
present éentury and stayed
with it for more than [ifty
years., HBoth as an original
writer and translator, he
showed his efficiency and
skill. His books
‘Kharataranga', 'Dristikon’,
“Trisrota’. ‘Palassy Thekey
Pakistan’, Atitdinar Smritf’,
‘Nutun Chin Nutundesh’,
and translation of
Turgeniv's Virgin Seoil,
Homer's ‘lllaid” were ac-
claimed by the Literary
critics.

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin's
Literary achievements won
laurels for him. He was
awarded Bengali Academy
prize in 1972 and "Ekushey
Padak’ in 1976 for his
significant contribution o
Bengali Literature and jour-
nalism. He breathed his last
on March 4, 1978 at the
age of B0—a bright star
dropped down [rom the
galaxy of the intellectuals,
spreading as pall of gloom

wver the ronntry
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Co-Chairman nf Freedom Party Col Rashid addressing a Press conference in ecity m Hllnhar
spelling out his party's policies in future. Chowdhury Mohammad Farug, also a leader of

the party is also seen.

—Star photo,



