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Rituals of a Banglade-
shi marriage
ceremony.
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ternatio

Iraq cannot
return to the comity
of nations with Sad-
dam in power, said

Douglas Hurd,
British Foreign
Secretary.
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Feature

Health

Can we afford 140
millions? Bangladesh
needs to adopt some

drastic measures

to stop growth of

its burgeoning
population.

Tasks Ahead
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NEWS BRIEFS

US expresses
WASHINGTON, Mar 2 : The
United States has expressed
its happiness and great satis-
faction at the peaceful and

orderly holding of the parlia-
mentary polls on February 27,

reports BSS.

Iran keen on
Gulf security

NICOSIA; Mar 3: Iran's
President on Sunday ex-
pressed Tehran's willingness
to cooperate with other Gulf
countries to restore security in
the region, Tehran radio re-

ported, says AP.

Independence
voie

RICA (USSR), Mar 3 :
Latvians and Estonians voted
on independence from
the Soviet Union as the resi-
dents voted in a non-binding
referendum on separatist poli-
cies approved last year by their
parliaments, report AP.

Uprising

in Basra
BASRA, Mar 3 ; Muslim
fundamentalists have risen
against Saddam Hussein in
Irags second city, Basra,
thrown open the gates of the

Frlanna and appealed for help
rom US-led armies halted a

few kilometres away.

March 6

I

\The Bangladesh Natiothalist
Party (BNP) grand rally th the
capital will now be hgld on
March 6 instead of Ma?rth 5,
reports UNB.

Party chiel Begum Khaleda
Zia will address the victory
rally at the Mantk Mia Avenue
at 3 pm '
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election.

| Congzatulations to the peopie, the
interim government, the Election
Commission and all the political }
parties for holding a free and fair
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Jatiya Sangsad session on April 5 : Shahabuddin

Council of Ministers in a week

The Acting President. Mr.
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
said here Saturday that the
Council of Ministers might be
formed within a week but he
would summon the parliament
for its first meeting on April 5
after election of 30 women
members in accordance with

the provisions of the constitu-

tion, reports BSS.

The Acting President stated
this when a delegation of BNP
headed by its chairperson Be-
gum Khaleda Zia met him ai
the President’s Secretariat,

Justice Shahabuddin said
according to the opinion of the
Election Commission, election
of 30 women members would
not be completed before April
4. Under the circumstances he
will summon the Parliament
for its first meeting on April 5.

An official handout said:

A delegation of the BNP
leaders headed by its chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia Satur-
day met the Acting President,
Mr. Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, at his oflice. The delc-
gation thanked the Acting
President for holding the gen-
eral election on February 27 in
a peacelul, orderly and well-
urgnllﬂd manner. They also
referred to various foreign ob-
roups unanimous

t this election was

Begum Zia
elected leader
of BNP PP

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Khaleda Zia was
made Lhe Ileader of the
Parliamentary Party of Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party at a
meeting on Saturday.

Addressing the second meet-
ing of the BNP Parllamentary
Party at BNP Gulshan oflice
on Sunday she said her party
will work to fulfil all pledges
made to the people. |

See Page 10 Col |
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opinion

free and fair.

_The members of the delega-
tion, however, referred to the
Acting President’'s address to
the nation over radio and tele-
vision on March ] and said
that some misunderstanding
was created thercby and they
apprehended that the BNP,
which already obtained almost
near absolute rity seats
might not be cal to form
the government and for this
reason they had demanded
from the Acting President to
immediately summon the Par-
llament.

The Acting President said
there was po ground whatso-
ever for any such apprehen-
sion. He simply sta for in-
formation -of all concerned the
legal and constitutional steps
leading to the summoning of
the parliament for its first
meeting. These steps include
election of 30 women mem-
bers by the Election Commis-
sion under the Representation
of the People (Women Seats)
Order, 1973.

The Acting President ad-
vised that the leader of the
majority party should be
elected first.

The delegation members
informed the Acting President
that their chairperson was al-

See Page 10 Col 5

Begum Zia PM, Mirza Hafiz Speaker

Begum Khaleda Zia, chair-
person of Bangladesh Nati-
onalist Party (BNP) is likely to

over as prime minister
within a week. Acting Pre-
sident has agreed to form the
cabinet and asked the BNP

leaders, who called on him on
Saturday |t sulimit the list of

party nominees along with the
name of the leader of BNP
Parliamentary Party (BNPPP).
BNP Parliamentary Party
uhanimously elected Begum

Begum Khaleda Zia talking to party secretary gerneral Abdus Salam Talukder at the paﬂﬁmenmry party meeting at
the Banani office of BNP on Sunday.

Khaleda Zia as leader of BNPPP
at a meeting on Saturday. The
Acting President also agreed to
summon the Parliament on
April 5 when the new Speaker

Wwill be elected.

Mirza Golam Hafiz, who was

Speaker .of the second parlia-
' clagted

ment.. 18 o ey
Speaker. Dr. ruddoza Chou-
dhury, Cel {(Rid) Mustafizur
Rahman, Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdar and Maj Gen
(Rtd) M. Majedul Huq are

Star Report

learnt to be the aspirants for
deputy premiership.

Dr. Badruddoza Choudhury
becomes the deputy leader of
the House.

The Acting President is like
to dissolve the council of
Advisers afid appoint the

prime minigter and ;deputy

prime ministers and ministers
under Article 58 of the
Constitution.

Article 58 of the Con-
stitution provide that there

shall be a council of ministers
consisting of a prime minister,
one or more deputy prime
ministers and other minislers
to aid and advise the President
in the exercise of his func-
tions. ;

Cla 3 ol Article 58 pro-
vides m‘t,ht_l"rcﬁdqnt shall
appoint as Alhigter the
member parliament who
appears to him to command
the support of the majority of
the members of the

— Star photo

Parliament.

Acting President's decision
to form the cabinet within a
week with BNP leaders has
removed the confusion created
following his speech on Friday.
The Acting President said in
his televised address that for-
mation of cabinet 8-
sible as n[f pﬂ‘l"ty' wmw j
absolute majority in the
Parliament. BNP Ilcader
Khaleda Zia called on Acting

See Page 10 Col 5

‘Allies, Iraq agree on truce
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Ambassadors of Allied countries to U
resolution dictating demands to Iraq for a formal ceasefire in the Gulf war.

i

nited Nations voted Saturda for -a Sty Cnunci

.......
-

— AFP photo

NICOSIA, March 3: Iraqgi
commanders have agreed on
all matters raised at ceasefire
talks with Allied military chiefs
at an air base, an Allled com-
mander said on Sunday, re-
ports agencies.

Allied commanders an-
nounced they are “well on our
way to a lasting " after a
meeting Sunday with defeated
iragi military leaders laid the
groundwork for a permanent
truce that meets all Allied de-
mands.

The most pressing de-
mands of the multinational
coalition inchuded the immedi-
ate release of all war prisoners
and captured civilans, ex-
change of information on
missing soldiers, information
on all minefields and booby
traps on land and at sea.

The demands also included

I'ms

safety measures to ensure that
forces from both sides do not
accidentally engage in hostile
fire. The cease-fire was marred
Saturday by an atltack on US
forces by an isolated Iraqi tank
unit that was destroyed in a
brief post-war battle.

In a statement alter the
meeting, US Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopf said the Iraqi of-
ficials "agreed on all matters”,

*I think that we should
consider today as a memo-
rable, historic day. and | hope
that peace will last in the
Middle East and in the whole
world,” sald Saudi Lt Gen.
Khalid bin Sultan, who repre-
sented the allies along with
Schwarzkopl.

Release of all prisoners on
both sides is to be worked out
with the International Red

See Page 10 Col 2

Ershad's trial
may begin

SO0n

By Staff Correspondent

The trial of deposed Presi-
dent H. M. Ershad is likely to
begin soon. Attorney General
Aminul Haq told The Daily Star
that the government would
move the petition for starting
the trial of Ershad today be-
fore the District and Sessions
Judge, who is also the chair-

See Page 10 Col |

COLOMBO. Mar 3. Ranjan
Wijeratne, the tough Sri
Lankan minister who directed
military operations against
Tamil separatist guerillas and
Sinhalese Marxist Rebels, was
killed in a bomb blast in
Colombo Saturday, reports
Reuter.

A presidential office
spokesman said Wijeratne,
Deputy Defence Minister and
Plantations Industries Minis-
ter. was killed along with his
bodyguard and driver when the
car were travelling in was
blown to pieces.

Msive probe la

UNO, 34 others hurt

in post-poll violence

" From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 3: Posl-
election violence in Chit-
tagong left at least 15 persons,
including an Upazila Nirbaht
Officer (UNO) injured on Sat-

The UNO, of Anwara Upazila
was injured when alleged
supporters of BNP attacked his

office saying that he had sup-
ported the Awami 'Lﬂ.ﬂ.n:: (AL)
candidate during the elections.
The - attacker also beat up
members of his office staff. A
case was filed in this ~onnec-
tion but no arrests were made.

Polling at Anwara, Con-

See Page 10 Col 5
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“The three bodies were
charred almost beyond recog-
nition”, said a military officer.

At least 30 other people
were killed in the explosion
which wrecked a bus, at least
eight cars and about a dozen
motorcycles in° Bambalapity,
about three miles [(five km)
from the heart of the Sri
Lankan capital.

Several houses and shops
nearby were badly damaged.

Military sources said among
the dead were four comman-
dos of the minister's crack
bodyguard -unit, the Special

unched: Tamil Tigers prime suspects

Wijeratne assassinated

_
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Task Force, who were follow-
ing Wijeratne's car in two
jeeps. Six other commandos
were injured. :
Police were unable to say
immediately who was respon-
They sald Tamil separatist
guerillas, Sinhalese Marxist
rebels or even casino owners
whose alleged fllegal activities
he was investigating, might
have been responsible.
Later reports [rom the
Colombo General Hospital said
at least 30 people were killed
See Page 10 Col 2

Menan, Suranjit
call for transfer
of power to BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Workers Party General
Secretary Rashed Khan Menon

Sunday called upon the Acting

President to hand over power
to Bangladesh Nationalist
Party(BNP), which emerged as
single largest party in the just-

concluded parliament election. |

Addressing a post-election
See Page 10 Col 5
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The massive recovery and
rehabilitation programme for
the war-torn Kuwaiti economy
will open up new employment
oppertunities in labour-surplus
Asian countries like Bang-
---ladesh.

This was stated on Sunday

Kuwaiti Ambassador in
Dhaka Mohammad Ibrahim Al-
Najran to The Daily Star.

He said Kuwait would an-
nounce at "The earliest oppor-
tunity” its decision about the
return to the 'Emirate’ of the

AL for consensus on

parliamentary system

" The Executive Council of
Bangladesh Awami League at an
emergency meeting here
Sunday called upon each
member of the N Jatiya
Sangsad irrespective of party
affilation to arrive at a consen-
sus to about a necessary
amendment to the
Constitution for the establish-
ment of a sovereign parlia-
ment. a real representative

By Moazzem Hossain

overseas workers and employ-
ees including those [rom

Bangladesh who were forced o
leave the country after Iraq's
invasion in early August

For the new political gov-
ernment that comes to office,
the end of the war and the

new employment and trade
ot:nrtunm in the Gulf are
L

ly to provide some
leverages for management
the badly battered economy.

About 70,000 Bangladeshis
on jobs in both public and pri-

government and introduction
of parliamentary system, re-
ports BSS,

The meeting presided over
by party chiel Sheikh Hasina
reminded all of the Joint
Declaration issued by the 8-
party alliance, the 7-party al-
Hance and the 5-party alliance
and the pledge incorporated in
it for the establishment of a

Sec Page 10 Col 8

employees y
told to return to Kuwait soon

vale seclors in Kuwait came
back home [oliowing Lhe oceu-
pation of the Emirate by Irag.
Kuwait absorbed about 25 per
cent of the Bangladeshi’ work-
force of over three lakh in the
Middie -East until early
Remittances through

channels by the Bangladeshis
in Kuwail totalled 88 million
dollars in 1989-90. There have
been no remittances from
Kuwait since Sepiember, | 990.
In first two months [ July and

See Page 10 Col 6

Hasina's TV

were

ppurttrl

Mr Razzak said that the
polling were free and fatr and
now the big question in front
of the nation was 10 consoli-
date the political process
which had been initiated with
the fall of Ershad on

From Page | Col |

Elections were
free: Abbas

By Staff Correspondent

Acting Jamaat Amir Abbas
Alf Khan said on Sunday that
the people of Bangladesh were
able to cast their votes inde-
rcndently in the recent par-
famentary elections held un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-

ernmerit.
In a statement., the Amir

polls under a caretaker ﬁ

ernment and was I'-'m

the eclections were ac-
See Page 10 Col 4

BNP victory as
good as ours,
says Col Rashid

By Staff Correspondent

Freedom Party considers
the victory of Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) as its own
as well as the victory of na-
tionalist forces.

Addressing a press confer-
ence Sunday at the Sonargaon
Hotel Col [Retd) Abdur Rashid,
co-chairman of tltm said
"We withdrew our idatles
from election race to make the
nationalist forces viclorfous”.

We could win at least 11
scats and could give good
fights in at least 40 seats but
for the sake of BNP and other
nationalist forces like Jamaat
and Jatiyo Party we gave up the
scats,” he said.

Col Rashid said the election
was equally important for the
Frcedom Party and for the

See Page 10Col 7

Paltu alleges
rigging, Rahmat
Ali says 'no’

By Staff Correspondent
president wlm
Paltu on Su said the
February 27 election was held

in a peaceful atmosphere but it
was nol fafr.

In a conference at the
leader alleged the
Sec Page 10 Gol 6

AL to back BNP

for parliamentary
form, says Tofael

Form Our Correspondent

BHOLA. Mar 3: Tolael
Ahmed, Organising Secretlary
of Awami League today said his
party would give allout eoop-
eration to BNP if the latter
warits 1o establish parliamen-
tary form of government.

He was addressing a post-
election victory meeting at
Jatun Bazar afller his
o two seats from Bhola- 1

lle said AL is -bound
o establish democracy in the
truesi term as it the

| Bhola-2.

| agreement of the three al-

Hances in the wake of the

e nged sl partics 1o sup-

See Page 10Col ]



