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People are enthusiastic to cast their votes

People are more enthusias-

tic about participating in polls
this time than before as they

feel they will be able to exer-
cise their franchise freely.
Strict measures announced by
the carctaker government lo
ensure free and fair polls has
increased Lheir con ;
This fecling was clearly ob-
served when this correspon-
den| visited different areas of
the capital's two neighboring
districts — Narayanganj and
Narshingdi — on Saturday.
Cress sections ui people of
the area whom this cerre-
i talked to, said they
were very happy that they
would be able to exercise their
voling rights, snatched by the
autocratic government. Both
male and female voters ol dil-
ferent ages more expressed
their eagerness to vote for the
candidates of their choice.
Lot of the commonmen will

be changed if a democratic and

patriotic governmen! |is
clecied., most of them said

BNP leader Khaleda Zia addressing a meeting at Keraniganj on Sunday.

while others differed. They
said although their right to
vole has been ensurcd, the sao-
cial structure wherc exploita-
tion and negligcnee by the
milers are a common [calure is
yel to be changed. "We are
mpy to know that we will be

to cast our own votes and
one's vote won't be cast by an-
other this time*, was the
common statement by the in-
terviewees.

In Rupganj and Bholta un-
der Narayanganj district and
Raipura. Polash, Ghorashal and
Sadar of Narshingdi district,
this correspondent found a
pcacciul coexistence among ri-
val political parties.

Hectic election campaigns
by BNP. Awami League (AL),
Jattya PartylJP) and other par-
ties were going on round the
clock as only two days are lefi
for the polls. The candidates
and their supporters were car-
rying out house-to-house cam-
paign specially at night

This time the volers were
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By Nazmul Ashraf

found very cautious to make
best use of their voting rights.
M. A. N. Oltullah, a lawyer of
the Ratpura upazila court. sasd
though the activists are en-
in their respective
campaigns, thcy are more I
ing to vote for the right candi-
dates irrespective of party affil-
lation. Even they are working
for rival party candidates
find more competent, he sai
adding there is no doubt a new
trend is set in the elections.
BNP workers of Rupganj
arca alleged that the JP ac

tivists were ng a propa-
nda against ca te
E-nd secking votes for the AL

candidate instead of their own
candidate.

No incidents of use of illcgal
arms werce rcported. But the
residents of Narshingdi dis-
Lrict arter believe that a
huge quantity of illegal grms is
yet o be recovered.

None of the interviewees
reporied to have seen any
armed  hoodhims, Some ol
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._-1“'( in the recont days.

¢ will resist any armed
ring the polls if the
tion is with us,” he

A tea stall owner, u Mia
‘HI of ".l“mp“r ﬂ"t,rj‘c un-
der Narsl i thana, said Lhis
is lor the first ttme | hope 10
casl my own vole,

A farmer of Rupganj. Abdul
Latif (60) informed that he had
advised his [amily members
and neighbours to go to the
polling centres unlike the pre-
vivus years. His hope of getting
a betier life led him doing so,
he added. Khaleq Mia ol Ja-
malkandi village of Narshingdi
compared this year's clection

with that of the pre-indepen-
dence period. He hopes 1o ex-
pcerience similar peace during
the polls in future,

Abbas
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ploit people. The next two gov-
ernmuents of BNP and Jattya
Party also continued the samc
by using the black laws o pro-
tect vesicd interesis, he added.
It is only his party which Is
commilled o implement the
Quaranic laws by inducting
honest . he said.

The Jamaal leader also
urged people o vote for his
party In the ensuing clection
which, he said, will be the only
ncutral one in the country. No
polls during last 20 years were
free and fair, he remarked.

"We want Allah’s rule, be-
cause rule by the mankind
cannol bring peace for the peo-
ple on the earth created by
HHim", he said,

Acting Ameer of Jamaat Abbas Ali Khan addressing a

meeting at the Shnpll Chattar in :E;r

— Star photo

Last -minute poll survey reports

By Staff Correspondent

The Non-Government Org-
anisations (NGOs) are taking
increasing interest in the
parliamentary clections on

27. These organisa-
tions arc using their grassroots
level to conduct
opinion polls t the elec-
tions. The Bangladesh Institute
of t Studies (BIDS)
ok the in this matter.

The BIDS' survey indicated
that Awami League and BNP
were going neck and neck in
the elections. The

Parishad also made
the same observations. The
Ganatantrik Uddyog con-
ducted a survey that
63 per cent candidates in the
elections favour tary
system of government while
47 per cent favour Bangladesht
nationalism. Thirty five per
cent favour national-
ism. The Coordination Council
on Human rights in Bangladesh
also made a survey.

All of them predicted thal

no party will get an absolute
majority. Smaller parties may
play a vital role in forming
coaliion government.

But thc Rescarch Centre for
Democracy and the Citizen's
Election Committec predicted
victory for BNP. Some of the
organisations however, fore-
cast Awami League victory. The
reports are mostly based on
random su . In earlier clec-
tions the opinion polls were

nol conducted. As such the ac-
curacy of these surveys are yet

to be fully credible.
Two separate opinion poll
surveys show that the

Bangladesh National Party
(BNP) would lead the results.
The opinion survey con-
ducted by the Research Cenlre
for Democracy and
Development (RCFDD) showed
that BNP would win in 145
constituencies of them, 43
would be in Dhaka division, 40
in Chittagong division, 32 in
Rajshahi and 80 in Khulna.

Awami Lcague would cap-
ture 108 seals which include
37 in Dhaka. 27 in Chittagong.
25 in Rajshahi and 19 in
Khulna.

Jamaat would bag 25 seats
which include five in Dhaka
diviston, seven in Chittagong,
eight in Rajshahi and five in
Khulna. Other political parties
will be elected in 21 con-

stituencies, the survey results
added.

On the question of trial of
the deposed President Ershad,
81 per cent demanded it im-
mediately while 14 per cent
want the punishment through
due process.

Sixty two per cent opined
against participation of the
Jatiya Party in the polls whilc
21 per cent favoured it.

The survey results from the
Dhaka-6 constituency shows
that BNP candidate
Major{Retd.) Abdul Mannan is
supported by the 47 per cent
of the voters as against 34 per

cent for the AL chief Sheikh
Hasina.

In the Dhanmondi-
Mohammadpur arcas, BNP
chief Begum Zia would bag 54
per cent of the votes while the
AL candidate Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury 29 per cent.

The RCFDD surver was con-

ducted on 11,400 people in
115 constituencies through

Bangladesh.

Another opinion poll survcy
conducted by the Citizens
Election Commission upon
3.525 voters within the con-
stituencies in Dhaka and its
adjoining areas reveals that
BNP candidates would bag
42.18 per cent of the votes as
against 29.53 per cent by the
AL candidates. The survey
results say the AL would be
followed by Jamaat(5.84 per
cent), Jatiya Parly (2.24 per
cent '), Freedom Party (1.16
per cent) and Zaker Party (1
percent).

Bush sees swift,
decisive victory

WASHINGTON, Feb 24:
President George Bush an-
nounced late Saturday night
that a massive ground assault
had begun to oust Iraq from
Kuwait.

I have complete confi-
dence in the ability of the
coalition forces to swiftly and
decisively accomplish their
mission,” he said.

A well-placed Defence De-
partment official said. “this is
the end game.”

The President said the de-
cision to move into a new
phase of the Gulf War camec
after extensive consultations
with coalition léaders who
have rommitted forces to re-
verse lraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of
Kuwait.

Not long but
fm“lldu'

Meanwhile British Prime
Minister John Major said early
Sunday that British forces
would join a “massive ground
attack® begun to drive Iraqi
forces out of Kuwait.

In Paris, the French gov-
ernment announced in a
communique that President
Francois Mitterrand had
“given the order to engagc
French ground troops in the
liberation of Kuwait.”

John Major said Sunday that
he did not think the war
agninst Iragi forees would be
long but said it "may be
flerce.” .

Mcmbers of US Congress

were quick support President
Bush's decision to launch a
ground war for control of
Kuwait, even though many had
pleaded publiely for him to
continue the air campaign as

long as possible.

Action unavoidable:
Japan

Xinhua adds: Japanese
Prime Minister Toshiki Kailu

said here today that the

launching of the Gull ground
war was very rcgrettable, and
he hoped that the fighting
would end as soon as possible.

Hasina
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country's independence will be,

traded if Awami League voted

to power. Hasina said her
party, which wrest indepen-
dence, cannot sell it.
- Hasina also scoffed the
critics of secularism, saying
"religion traders” are again
trying to blufl the innocent
people for their political mis-
chiefs in the name of religion.
Despite orchestration of
false propaganda by the erst-
while Pakistani regimes, the
people voted for boat and
Awami League in the Jukta
Front el¢ction in 1954 against
Muslim League and general
clections in 1970. They will
again vote for boat in 1991 for
restoration of democracy,
Hasina hoped.
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Victory

will be

Iraq's : Saddam

BAGIIDAD, Feb 24 : Iragi
President Saddam Hussein ex-
horted his troops to stand up
to the onslaught of US-led
forces which launched a
ground war today that
Iraq would otherwise descend
into a deep darkness, reports
Reuter.

"Fight them, fight them,
fight them, he appealed to his
troops repeatedly in a 10-
minute radio address in which
he acknowledged that Iraqi
forces were under attack.

"Fight them because they do

Khaleda
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his misrule. "His trial must

take place”, she said adding
tha! the time had come to take
account of all the money Er-
shad had misappropriated and
take revenge of the killing of
innocent people by his [orces
during the 1982-90 black rule.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment of Shaheed President Zi-
aur Rahman had introduced
the politics of production to
retrieve the country from the
debrics of the 1972-75
regime. Shaheed Zia had suc-
cessfully led the country to-
wards gradual development
through his programmes like
canal digging, gram sarker, ru-
ral medicare, rural electrifica-
tion, increased incentives to
agriculture and construetion of
rural communications net-
work, she said.

These mass development
programmes were stopped
when Ershad took away power
from Lhe elected government
of BNP in March, 1982 again
plunging the nation into a dark
era, Begum Zia said adding
that Ershad's rule had made
the country import-oriented
rendering the industries

not have your values
otherwise you will be pushced
into a deep pit and a lengthy
darkness will prevail over
Iraq, Saddam said.

Saddam nothing that the
attack coincided with a meet-
ing of the UN. Security Council
scheduled to look into a Soviet

pcace plan, described US
President Bush as
“treacherous”. '

Saddam said victory would
be Iraq's. "Fight them you
Iraqis with all the values that
you .

%w

AP from Moscow adds: The
Soviet government criticized
US President George Bush on
Sunday for escalating the Gull
War and said it regretted that a

chance w end the war peace-
fully had been missed.

Disturbing : China
AFI? adds : China said tudn?'
1t d regretted the start o
lht:::ﬂ.:ynd war in the Gulf and
called the escalation disturb-
ing. /
“While the hopes for a
ul settlement of the Gulf
conflict were recently raise,
the war that the world's people
loath to see has nevertheless
escalated,” a foreign ministry
spokesman said.

Teheran neutral

A report from Islamabad
adds : Teheran will remain
neutral in the Gulf war and
only the Iraqi people can de-
cide their fate, Iran's visiting
First Deputy Foreign Minister
said in an interview published

today.
India regrets :
Mecanwhile, the Indian gov-
ernment released a bricf
statement expressing “deep re-
greis® over the allled ground
offensive against Iraq.

L
I

Foreign observers
‘meet Shahabuddin,

Hasina

Members of the Common-
wealth Observers Group and
SAARC Observers Team scpa-
rately met with Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed at the President's Sec-
reltariat Sunday morning, re-
poris UNB.

Details of discussions with
the Acting President are yet to
be relcased.

Awami League leader
Sheikh Hasina said Sunday she
feared rigging in about 100
constituencies in the February
27 parlamentary polls.

She was exc ng views
with the SAARC Observers
Team which called on her at
Bangabandhu Bhaban Sunday
morning prior to  her

departure for Jessorc and
Khulna.

1388 adds : The 30-member
Non-Governmental observers
misston drawn from four
SAARC countries will look at
the fairness of the elections
and prepare a report on the
findings.

The delegation, comprising
mcmbers from India, Pakistan.

Nepal and Sri Lanka, will focus

on the electoral cam . or-
ganisation and conduct of the
elections, voting and counting
process, and post-electoral de-
velopments, including clee-
toral offences and complaints,
the delegation members told
newsmen in Dhaka Sunday.

Dr Neelan Tiruchelvam of
Sri Lanka, replying to
questions, said the group
would split into 15 sub-groups
and visit 60 to 70
constituencies. They would re-
assemble in Dhaka on February

28 and prepare their report.

Trouble fhakers
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outlying districts indicate that
the atmosphere Is by and large
peaceful.

So [ar only a few violent
clashes have taken place.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Khulna told The Daily Star
Sunday night that arrest of
suspected trouble-mongers is
continuing in the district.
Raids are being conducted si-
multaneously in all the upazi-
las

The Deputy Commissioner
of Dinajpur said the police au-
thorities have al started
taking steps to round up trou-
ble-mongers. The Superinten-
dent of Police of the district
has distributed log books to

the thanas for recording elec-
tion effences. he said.

In Natore police are
checking motor vehicles and

conducting raids to put sus-
pected criminals in custody.
On Saturday night police re-
covered two revolvers during
such a raid, the Deputy Com-
missioner of Natore said.

r"l"hu Deputy Commissioner
0 L said some illegal
lrm been recovered

in Mymensingh steps are

nderway to take steps against
':ulpmd criminals.

Two killed

firing

About 30 persons, most of
them NI su rs, were
injured in the

A number of mostly

. 10 of them
serivusly In a clash between
the workers of BNP and Jatiya

Party at Ashashuni Sunday
afternoon.

Police and witncsses said
the clash occurred when pro-
cessionists of the two partics
confronted each other on the
same road with provocative

slogans.

Sticks holding posters and
ﬁrlrlltl were freely used by

th the groups leaving 16
BNP workers and 8 JP activists
injured.

At least 23 people were in-
jured including three women
in twe separate clashes at
Alampur and Kanta Nagar in
Kazipur upagila of Sirajgan|
district, said Sunday.

The t incident oeccurred
Saturday night when an elec-

Uon procession of IINP was

passing through the meeting of

Awami League at Alampur High
School Maidan.

DHAKA MONDAY FEBRUARY 25, 1991
—————. (U110 Tl T e EEERE}Y
=—==————— Focusonelection-'91 ==c=——"o————

BELCAUM. Feb 24 : The
. satd yesterday

The Midnight F

e
Devi Lal rules out thid-term poll

Deputy Prime Mintster. Mr Devi
that the Janasta Dal (8) o
u-umﬂ“mnﬂ-n::-_ wns
to face the electorate now Mr Rajiv Candhd

o cections’. e

Dange's condition critical
BOMBAY. Feb 24 : The condition of veteran comemusniet
leader 8 A Dange. who underwent a * ope Tation
yesterday. continues (o be critical mﬁnh
at PD Hinduja Hospital satd today. reports PT1.

Trial of Bulgaria's dictator today

SOFIA. Feb 24 : The former communist dictator n
Bulgaria. Todor Zhivkov goes on trial on Monday charged with

neopotism. corruption and

of state funds during his 33 years

some 800 millon dollars
iron rule. reports AFP.

Krzaklewski replaces Walesa

GDANSK (Poland). Feb 24: Martan Kreakiewshi, a httle-
known. politically independent member of the Solidarity
Trade Union, replaced Lech Walcsa as its leader Saturday

after winning 51.3 per cent of the votes at a special congress

in this Baltic eity, reports AFP

Lanka to help Maldive govt

COLOMBO, Feb 24 : Sri Lanka will take firm action against
any attempt by Maldivians to plot against the Maldivian gov-

ernment, F

as his Maldivian counte

Minister Harold Herat said Herat made
remarks in an interview with local

paper “The Sunday Times”

rpart Fathula Jameel flew into

Colombo Saturday for a five-day official visit. reports Xinhua.

Rally in support of Yeltsin

MOSCOW. Feb 24 : About 100,000

people rallted Sunday in

support of Boris N Yeitsin after he was blasted by Communist

I'ur‘ly
Mikhail S Gorbachev.

hardliners for demandt
After ¢

the resignation of President
nting Yelisin's name. the

crowd turned against the Soviet President., chanting *
Gorbachev resign!” and "Gorbachev. go away”. reports AP,

Kuwait city freed
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Iraqis had been Laken prisoner
and fleld commandcrs report
“many hundred morc north of
our positions with white sur-
render flags.”

Reuter from Baghdad says :
Irar; said Sunday that it had
repulsed the US-led ground
offensive.

The statement, issued at 2
am (1100 GMT) denicd a
Kuwaiti report that Allied
troops had seized the island of
Failaka which commands Lhe
sea approach to Kuwait City.

Allied forces struck Iraqgi
troops before dawn Sunday
with what European and Arab
sources said were massive land
assaults against occupied
Kuwait and Iraq.

Bush appeared on US tcle-
vision Saturday night to an
nounce that he had ordered
the military to use “all forces
avaflable, including ground
forces, to eject the Iragqf army
from Kuwait".

Thousands of French
Foreign Legionnaires and other
French forces punched at lcasi
30 miles into Iraq early Sunday
and met little resistance, a
western military source said in
Dhahran.

The report said the US
2nd Marine Division and 18th
Airborne Corps stormed over
the border into eastern Kuwail.
To the west, US Army Lroops
moved into Iraq in a flanking
operation. Press Association

reporied.

Arab military sourcea In
Riyadh. reached by telcphonc
from Bahrain. said the coali-
tion forces pushed in three as-
saults from land and sea into
Kuwait and onc from Saundi
Arabta into haq.

Saudi Arabia, the launching
pad for the ground offensive,
sajd Sunday the baltle was go-
ing well for the allies.

Earlier Reuter report says :
Saudi forces In the Allied

coalition pushed into Kuwait
loday and met no resistance
irom Iraql troops, Britain's
Independent Television News
(ITN) said in the first televi-

sion report from Kuwait since
the land offensive began.

He said the Saudis had cap-
tured an unspecified number of

Iraqi troops without resis-
Wl .
Anothcr report says

Egyptan forces serving in the
US led anli-iraq coalition
thrust into occupied Kuwait as
part of the Allled ground of-
lensive on Sunday, state-run
Catro radio reported.

Earlier report says : Four or

ﬂwmwnninﬂmllhmm -

liberated and Iraq's elite
Republican Guards are under
altack from_ Allied troops, a
Kuwaiti air force captain said
Sunday. "

Heavy Allic:i hombing had
sliced into the high sand
berms Iraqis had construcied
into two eoncentric circles. Air

Social workers including five US nationals attended a
peace rally on Sunday organised by BService Civil

International.

-—MM

sirikes also cxploded many of
(he mines carpeted across the

e serl
Meanwhile. the Iragl mili-

antly urged his troops to “show
no mercy”.

In . militamen set
up ¢ s for the first

two wecks
the final of the Gull war,
a US nistration ofMcial
said late on A
Fitzwater said that Allied
commander General Norman
wm-mﬂ
dates for start of the land
attack and that 8 . EST on
Saturday (0100 G was his

: Kutubdia.
. Hallya.

 at the upazi
;:layiﬁ-nmyuleﬂhym:ﬂql.

- Stage set
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and order in the hill tructs.

The local administration
may seck help from the
armed forces posied there o
maintain peace.

The administration has also

' deployed naval forces in five

vpazilas which are located in

the coastal areas. The upuzilas
are Manpura, Sandwip,

Moheshkhall and

The armed forces will stay
la level lor eight

A total of Taka 17.57 crore

j has been allocated for expendi-

" ture for the muﬂty‘:urpnﬂ:.
. The expend is clec-

iture for

tion is much higher than the
allocation made in the budget
which was only Tk 7 ecrore.
The government has (reated
the present election as special
one and as such sanctioned
additional funds for ensuring

all is.
The !hctlﬁn Cdadmmission

has already despatched all
malerials including
ballot papers, seal and ink t©

all districts and upaszilas
throughout the country. ‘

DUIJ seeks
cooperation
in polls

The Dhaka Union of Jour-



