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Dhaka Day by Day

Recalling the Poignancy of ‘Mayerling'

by Fayza Haq

Looking into the black opal-ltke liquid
and curved moustaches of Martin and

Haensche Weiss one could not help recalling
crescent moon. the vermilion rose bud,
the scintillating carved silver snake on
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might as well have settled down in Asia. “But |
had my children's education to consider.” Vali
explains. Incidentally both hia children are
musicians, the son in USA.

Vali has been [amiliar with the "sitar® and
"table” for years. "In Europe the average person
has only known of Ravi Sankar and little be-
yond. Coming to Dhaka and with
people like Abed Hussein Khan and his talent-
ed son, makes me want to stay on not just for
three days or three months but much more.
The "ragas™ maybe long but you fail to care
about the of time, you are so engrossed
and lost in the magic of the music, the musi-

Organised by the Goethe Institute, playing cian confides.
n-mmmwperhmingmlhc m:imbhh-nphmrhnutthmﬂp-
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and the l"l.litlr e Sig like Madonna.
brought in the “These supporters

have been

Western Europc}f
and USA but also |
the Indian Subcon- |
tinent and the Far|

built up. Michael
Jackson Is an ex-
ception. Their mu-
sic is commercial-

ised and
computerised. They
replay and patch up
at will. You are busy
watching the seduc-
ttve scenecs rather
than Hstening to
any relevant music,

Justify my love’ is a

East e case in point.”
Unassu butf Vali is a "ganfo”
dignified they} or an outsider to the
that music] ~ S . Gypsies but sun-
Was SO that e burnt Haensche, 39,

came from the soul
and heart and was
not a product of mere practice or simply a
dedicated mind. The soul pitch was vital for
all the three players.

and well-built Martin, who learnt
to play the violin before he ever learnt to fead
and write, says he has been fascinated by the
records of Ravi Sankar and Yehudi Menuhin
long ago . Speaking and lstening to sitar and
sarod experts in Dhaka he says "the direct
communication s very exciting.”

As for his impression of Dhaka. he is not
at all intimidated or irritated by beggars and
"lokais”. In fact, after India and Nepal, he
finds the boulevards of Dhaka extremely neat.

Born after the World War [l. when the ha-
tred for Gypsies in Germany had abated and
almost subsided inth amnesia Martin feels
like some Asian settled in UK or USA since
his childhood. German is his language and
Berlin is his homé.

"Practice is secondary. Inspiration is the
vital factor in music or most other fine arts”,
is his advice to young musicians.

Vali Mayer. 55, born in Zurich. has npent
so many years in South-East Asia. and -has
such an admiration for that region. that he

'ﬂ!t HIHI che Weiss ensemble that won resound-
ing appland for its gypsy strains.

with his seven chil-
dren and seven
grandchildren is not. Like the other two in his

band. music has been a part of his growing up
and he was a professional at 15. As in the casc
of the others, music has been an integral part
of the family, and a matter of pride handed
down through geherations.

laensche tells you, “Gypsy music is en-
twined with humorous anecdotes and witty
comments. The people who are listening feel
there is a personal message for them. Often
re is audience participation. at least in the
rm of the dancing and clapping.”

"Music goes beyond the political boundaries
and coming to Dhaka, [ can’t help but admire
the courage of the simple people who struggle
against all obstacles”, he says.

As the music reminiscent of tjn'.- strains
from the Gypsy pieces in "Mayerling” ended
for the evening, one was grateful for the view-
point of the musicians that "an artist should
travel and stretch out his hand for peace.”

The chiefl of Dhaka City Awami
League Mozaflar Hossain
Paltu on Saturday said the
nation would be faced with
scrious crisis if the nco-ex-

of the two-nation

theory could not be
checked, reports BSS.
Addressing a public meeting at

the AGB Colony area here,
Paltu, who is contesting the
coming eclections as an
Awami League nomince
from Motijheel-Sabujbagh
constituency of the ecity.
said the neo- upolders ol
the old two-nation theory
who were trying to raise

Visa extension
for S Arabia

3angladeshi nationals em- ‘

ployed in Saudi Arabia who
came on leave and whose re-
entry visa expired in the
" meantime have been advised to
contact the Saudi Embassy in
Dhaka for extension of their
vi!ii reports UNB.

Plea to resist upholders |
of two-nation theory

EC .poll
observers
due today

The visiting Commonwealth
Observer Group met Chief
Election Commissioner Justice
Abdur Rauf at his office on Sat-
urday evening, reports UNB.,

They exchanged views on

the coming parllamentary polls
which, the interim govern-

ment is committed to hold in a
free and fair manner.

their ugly heads must be
resisted to ensure a conge-
nial atmosphere in the so-
clely.

He said these eclements were
now engaged in undermin-
ing the values of the libera-
tion war. He said these
people brand “Joy Bangla”
slogan as something im-
ported from India. But he
said "Joy Bangla" came as an
outcome of the 1969 mass
upsurge, winning of abso-
lute majority by Awami
League in the 1970 general
elections and the war of in-
depenidence in 197 1.

Mozaffar Hossain said any in-
sult to the slogan of Joy
Bangla would be like ignor-
ing the spirit of the great
freedom movement and the
war of independence.

Presided over by Bashirul Alam
Khan, the meeting was ad-
dressed among. others, by
Kamal Chowdhury, Capl
(Retd) Aftabuddin and Sohel
Ahmed.

Commonwealth observers
who flew in here on Wednes-
day already met different polit-
ical leaders including acting
chairman of the Jatiya Party
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
and Awami League leader Dr.
Kamal Hossain.

|

Former Malaysian Minister
Dato K. Pathmanabon is lecading
the 12-member Common-
wcalth team which will over-
sce February 27 polls.

Of the 31-member SAARC
team, seven arrived here on

Friday.

ROSSWORD PUZZI.ER

Seven observers [rom Lhe
Washington based National
Democratic Institute (NDI).

<] four from the British Parlia-
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key
to growth of
democracy’

CHITTAGONG, Feb 23:

al a seminar here to-

day said that strict adherence
to and t for democratic
norms and values in all
spheres of social and national
life was indispensable for a
smooth transition to democ-
racy and it a stable insti-
tutional

education and mass mdil:

held under the auspices of
Chittagong University Club at
ils premises was presided over
Dr Shirin Huq. of the
Department of English.

Viece Chancellor of Chitta-
gong University Profl Alamgir
M. attended it as
the chiel while Prof
Anisuzzaman, Prof Abdul
Mannan, Dr Aftab Ahmad and
Dr IMeckhar Chowdhury
E;‘ paicd. Journalisi Ahul
read out the main pa-

per on the subject.

Sheraton's
Controller of
the Year

1 Mujibur Rah-
{ man. Financial
" | Contro-ller of
RYF | Dhaka Sheraton
5. | llotel received
= " ]| the Sheraton Asia

_ | Pacific Corpor-
ation's most pr
cstigious 'Con-

- troller of the
year award-1990, says a Press
release.

This was announccd by
Miguel Ko. Sentor Vice
President of Sheraton, Asia
Pacific recently.

Mujib has been selected
from among 36 Sheraton
Hotels in the Asia Pacific
Region.

The criteria for selection
considers quality performance,
cost control, business cthics
and contribution to the hotels
financial profitability.

General Manager ol Dhaka
Sheraton. Hotel Giorgio
Burigana will present the spe
cial plaque flown in from
Sheraton headquarter soon gt a
simple ccremony.

Anti-drug
programme
underscored

Newly formed Bangladesh
Inter-Religious Brotherhood
Association organised a semi-

nar on purpose of anti-drug
decade of the United NamMons
in a local hotel on Friday. says
a press release.

Alamgir MA Kabir, Adviser
of the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Women Affairs, Youth
and Sports, graced the occa-
sfon as chief guest while M
Enamul Haque, Director
General of the Department of
Narcotics Control and Abu
Hena, member of National
Board of Revenue were present
as special guest and main
speaker respectively.

Alamgir MA Kabir said that
in order to make the society
rich. healthy and happy the
society should be frec from
drug as well as drug addict
people.

He ur the people of all
Jevel to come forward with ap-
propriate programmes to stop
the misuse of drugs.

Khabiruddin Ahmed, chiel
advisor of the organisation,
Jannatul Ferdouse, journalist
Golam Kader, Dr.Thomas Barai
and Shahidullah Khan spoke
on the occasion. Khandker
Faruq Ahmed, Jayantho
Maithri and others presented

anti-drug songs and pocms.

Saturday.
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'BNP exploiting
people in the
~name of Islam’

i tade industries in the nnok lnd
corner of Bhola disirict by

supplying elcctricity

Election Commission to spend Tk 8 crore for polls

95 minority candidates, 36
retd defence personnel in race

The Election Commission
has completed almost all
preparations for the Parlia-
ment elections scheduled to
be held on P 27 in a
irce and fair atmosp :

Sources at the Commission
told BSS on Saturday that all
necessary materials including
ballot papers, ballot boxes, in-
delible ink and stamp pads
have already been despatched

to all destinations throughout
thc country.

The commission 1s now giv-
ing touches to final aspects of
the polling. the collection of
results and their dissemina-
tions through mass communi-
cation media. About 62.2 mil-
lion people have been regis-
tered to cast votes against 47.3
million voters in 1986 elec-
tions.

A total of 2774 candidates
will contest 298 out of 300
scils of the Jatiyh Sang
(Parlfament). The death of two
candidates -- in Kushtia-2 and
Munshiganj-3 -- necessicitated
the holding of polls in those
constituencies at later dates.
With the killing of Marfat Ali of
JSD(Rab) in Kushtia-2, the to-
tal number of candidates digd
alter withdrawal date rose to 3.
Despite death of a candidate in
Gaibanda-1, the Election
Commission could complete all
formalities afresh to hold elec-
ion in that constituency on

ebruary 27.
political parties and
alliances fielded 2,350 candi-
dates for 298 seats. The num-
ber of independents totalled
424. The maximum number ef
candidates 0 contest in a ron-
stituency is 26 [ Dhaka-6). In

1979, 29 partics and indepen-
denis took part. The number*
ol candidates including inde-
pendents who contested,elee-
tions in the past were |0H9 in
1973, 2125 in 1979, 1527 in
19868 and 978 in 1988.
February 27 elections have a
distinctive feature. This is for

Plea to help
lawyers polls
observation
team

Bangladesh Juba Ainjibi
Samity Saturday urged the’
government and the Election
Commission to extend coop-
eration to its members of
impartial election observation
team during the February 27
parliamentary election, reports
BSS.

The Samity has formed a
305-member team to oversee
the polling,

Addressing a press conler-
ence here the convenor of the
Samity Advocate Abul Kalam
Azad also urged the intellectu-
als and the professionals to ex-
tend cooperation to the mem-
bers of the team “in carrying
out their responsibility.

The central convening
committee members of the
Samity were also present at
the press conference who ip-
cluded A.K.M. Saiful Islam
Tareque., Mrs Selina Sultana
Shelley., Mousuduzzman.
Mostala Kamal Choudhury. Mo-
tahar Hossain Shaju. Abdur
Rahman, Shafiqul Islam and

s Salimullah Selim.

the first time in the history of
Bangladeah that a national-
level clections are being held
under a neutral carctaker gov

crnment. Over five dozen ob-
servers including Parltament
members from Common-

wealth, SAARC. USA and Japan
will monftor the polls

Besides, a record number of
political parties is conicsiling
the polls. More than 37 of
women inchading the chiefs of
two major political parties are
in the election race. Ninety-
five persons belonging to the
minority community have put
up candidatuyre. About three
dozen of retired personnel
from Defence Department are
contesting the elections.

The sources sald that nearly
four lakh officials will conduct
the polis. An equal number of
the members of the law en-
forcing agencies including de-
fence personnel will be there
to ensure peaceful atmosphere.
Compared to the expenditure
of over Taka B2 lakh in the
first Parllament clections in
1973, expensed of the Elec-
tion Commission this time will
be about Taka 8 crore, it was
learnt.

The sources said that im-
mediately after the casting 1§
over. the counting will start
Aflter completion of counting,
the Presiding Officers will re-
port the results to the nearest
UNO’'s or district administra-
tions (Returning OfMcers] who
in turn will convey them to the
Election Commission. "Our ef-
forts would be speedy collec-
tion of results so that wc can
make them public through
mass communications media
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i A truck turned turtle near l’\anchpur Brldge on Dhaka .Chittagong Highway. None was
injured.
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2 Weather &

nght rain hkely

By Staff Cnrrespondent

Met Office forecast light rain or shower accompanied by
temporary gusty wind for the next 36 hours ending Monday
morning over Dhaka and Rajshahi Division and the region of

Comilla and Sylhet.

.’
Weather is likely to remain dry

elsewhere of the country.

Night temperature may risc one to two degree Celsius on

Wc:u'l;:rly low lay over Bihar, West Bengal, and adjoining
Bangladesh in a complex condition on Friday.
Another active low lay over western Uttar Pradesh and

adjoining areas. .

Seasonal low lay over South Bay.

Outlook for subscqu

ent two days : little change.
Outlook for another five days: weather may

improve.

Sunset at Dhaka on Sunday at 5.59 pm and sunrise

tomorrow (Monday) at 6.25 am.

Temperature and Humidity recorded at lmjor gities and

towns on Saturday were:

Cities/ towns Temperature in Celsius Hum;dlty (96)
max min 9 am 6
pm
Phaka 31.6 18.4 a8 52
Chittagong 31.0 17.5 78 60
Khulna 33.2 17.0 o7 'BI
Ra ' 32.5 13.5 78
mﬂ:l:ﬂ 34.3 15.30 - 49
Bartsal 31.7 19.5 100 70
Srimangal 31.5 15.2 77 62
Cox's Bazar 31.4 17.56 76 68

The maximum tempetature was recorded at 34.3 degree

Celsius in Jessore.

Minimum temperatyre recorded in the major cities of the

on Saturday were:

New Delhi 16 degree Celsius
Hong Kong 14 : )
Betjing (-08) * E

Colombo 24 degree
Celstus

E I l :‘ - L

Singapore 26 " °

Dhaka hails Soviet
plan to end war

Bangladesh. on Saturday
w:lmmed the aﬂ:cptancc of
the Soviet Peace Plan :
designed to end the Gulf war.

Talking to UNB, Additional
Foreign Secretary Riaz Rahman
described “willingness~ of

to withdraw troops
unconditionally from Kuwait as
a positive development to-
wards .he end to the crisis.”

*This will lead to a peacciul

Foil bid to rig
polls: Sajeda

Awami League General
Secretary Begum Sajeda

Chowdhury Saturday
her apprchension that some
quarters may try to rig

Wednesday's pells and urged

people to guard against any
:uch attempts, reports UNB.

portant engagements, party

! sources
il

r_

.resolution of the problems”. he

cial said "Bangladesh supports
all moves to bring about a
peaceful political solution of
the crisis in compliance with
the Security Councll resolu-
tions” sceking complete with-
drawal of Iragi troops from
Kuwait and restoration of the
legitimate government of the
Sheikhdom.

Bangladesh stands for lib-
eration of Kuwait, but not the
destruction of lmaq.

exprditiously.” the sources

L

Hangladesh Nationalist Party
is the only organization that
has felded candidates in all
the constituencies | 208]) The

iitical parties which have

lded more than 200 candi-
dates include Awami League
(262). Jamaa!-c-islami (220),
Jatiya Party ( 270) and Zaker
Party (249). Fifieen parties
have only one candidates each.
The parties with less than ten
candidates are about 25.

The sources said ty of
the parties are contésting Par-
llament elections for the first
time now.

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner Mr Justice Moham-
mad Abdur Roul held a series
of meetings with officials for
conducting free and fair clee-
tions.. He wvisited divisional
headquarters and also Comilla.
Mymcnsingh and the Hill
Tracts and held meetings with
officials and political leaders.

Justice Rouf is expected to
address the nation n a day
or two asking the voters to ex-
ercise their rights in the most
judicious manner in an atmo-
sphere unique in the nation's
history.

BDR asked to
be neutral
in polls

Director-Ge | of Bang-
Iarltn:tﬂl;lcn l::?or General
Mohammad Abdul Latif on
Saturday called upon the BDR
personnel to their re-
sponsibility by maintaining
neulrality in the parllamentary

clections on February 27, re-
ports BSS.

Supreme Court
holiday Feb 27

The Acting Chiel Justice
has declared general holiday
for the Supreme Court's
Appellate Division, nent
and outside benches of the
High Court Division and all
civil courts wunder it on

February 27 for parllamentary
elections. an official press

Rotary awards
presentation

today

Rotary Club of Dhaka West
on Saturday announced the
Rotary Award for 1990-91 for
personalities in the Nelds of




