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awareness sought
By Staff Correspondent

m nallonal sem-
tnar on AIDS and media con
Tuesday.

to

Role of NGOs

underscored
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar on
"The role of Non-Government

Kazi Faruq Ahmed.
Chairman of Association of
Dtvthpm;n;hnﬁml:nﬂ: l;l'l:
Banglades AB| sa
NGCOs are active for achieving
social and economic democ-
r.ql:{: said the NGOs should
act as a pressure group for re-
alizing the needs of the people.

He stated that the membenrs
of different NGOs are already
working in over one hundred
election centres to make the
voters aware of their rights.

He said every year about two
-.nd a half lakh people are im-

rimary education by
thc N . This create aware-
ness, the base for democracy.

Dr. Aliar Rahman, mean-
while, criticised the NGOs and

uidumcorguﬂnuonanﬁcn

Wmnmln the ln
terest the ad

tion of

He the NGOs played
nearly no role in the mass up-
surge.
He also alleged that the
NGOs could not uphold the
glory of the Liberation War be-
cause of their being foreign-
based.
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tion and control measures.
Chaired by Prof M. A. T
, Stddiqi. Director of Health
* Services. the seminar was ad
dressed by Prof A K. Shamsud-
din . Director of Hospi-
tals and Clinics, Dr Abey

stressed the
role of media in creating so-
cial awarness against AIDS and
called upon its personnel to
help promote anti-AIDS activi-
ties in the soclety.

In the concluding session
the participants had identified
some arcas of cooperation for
media coverage. They also put-
forward some recommenda-
tions on health promotion ac-
tivitics for the tion and
control of AIDS.

Art exhibition
today
By DU Correspondent

A four-day long art exhibi-
tion of the children on “Stop
war, save the world™ will start
today (Wednesday) at the
Teachers Students Cen-
tre{(TSC) of the Dhaka Univer-
sity -

Consensus on
national issues

underscored
By DU Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar on

Movement and Bang-
stressed the
the

need for consensus on
basic national issues.

The seminar organised by
Islami Chhatra Sena a students
organisation, was addressed by
Prof. Dewan Mohammad Azraf
as chief guest.

Prof Azral said the history of
La Movement was being
distorted this process must be
stopped for the sake of proper
knowledge of our next gene-
ration, he added.

The meeting presided over
by Abdus Snmad was ad-
dressed, among others, by
BFUJ Secretary General Aman-
ullah Kabir, DR. AN M Rais-
uddin and Masud Nizami.
Principal Harunnor Rasheed
read out the keynote paper of
the seminar.

Secretary General of
Federal Union of Journalist
Amanullah Kabir said the Lan-

Movement was launched
not for the only it was
the first protest of the people
of this land against disparity
and deprivation. he added.
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| Japanese Association

| tive

The Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship,
and Chattagram AOTS Alumni Seciety (CAAS) jdntl
Ambassador, Mr. Takeo Iguchi Monday at &nnm

Japanese observer
mission to

monitor polls

The Japanese Ambassador
to h. Takeo Iguchi,
said in
six-member parliamentary ob-
server mission from his coun-
try would be

Bangladesh from February 26
to oversee parliament elec-

tions, reports BSS.

Iguchi was addressing a
farewell reception, accorded
in his honour jointly by the
for
Overseas Technical Scholar-
ship (AOTS), h AOTS
Alumni Society (BAAS) and
Chattagram AOTS Alumni
Society (CAAS) at hotel
Sonargaon Monday afternoon.

The reception was also ad-
dressed by AOTS representa-

in Bangladesh, Dr.
Moazzem Hussain, [BAAS
President, Moynul Hasan and

| CAAS President, Nurul Islam

while AM. Kamal conducted fit.

Polls can’t be

fair without
Ershad’s release:
Prof Salshabil

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party candidate
in Dhaka-9 constituency Prof
Umme Kausher Salshabil Hena
told a projection meeting, on
Monday that the ensuing polls
cannot be fair without release
of former President H.M. Er-
shad.

The meeting. presided over
by Md. Ali, was addressed by
Mrs. Shahana Begum, Harun-
or-Rashid, Fazlhul Huq and elec-

! tion agent S.M. Jamal Uddin.
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on Monday that a

visiting !

| labour leader and

Dhaka Liaison Office, Bangladesh AOTS Alumni Society (BAAS)
{lhoﬂd a farewell reception in honour of the outgoing Japanese

Electlon Vlolence
triggers tension

KHULNA, Feb 19 Tension

hll ripped this port eity
turday when a number

uf Awami € cam

| offices in Khalishpur were

ransacked. Three BNP activists
were arrested in the wake of
the violence.

Both the Awami League and
the BNP have protested the
incidents. Earlier on Friday,
workers and supporters of
both the parties clashed in the
Maniktala area of the city. At
least 25 persons were injured
in the battle.

Meanwhile, on Saturday a
BNP rally at Daulatpur derided
an attack on the party
procession by what it said
Awami League supporters.

Held at Mohsin School
crossing and presided over by

the meeting was
also addressed Ashraf
Hossain, the BNP candidate
from Khulna-3 constitnency,
Kazi Sekander Al Dalim,
General Segretary/ of Khulna
City BNP, hbdul‘ Malek, a
| Kashem
Azad, a JCD leader. called
for vote for the BNP, candidate
to eradicate terrorism.

From Syed Isa

In Khalishpur, Awami
League also held a meeting on
Friday. Awami League
candidate from the area Mrs.
Mannujan Sufian addressed the
meeting presided over by Khan
Ilbne Mizan, the convenor of AL
election conducting
committee. The meeting
blamed BNP for poll violence.

BNP has demanded
immediate release of its
activists arrested aflter the
violence.

Islamic Oikya Jote

Speakers at a public meet-
ing held on Thursday at the

Khulna Shaheed Hadis Park

under the auspices of Islamic
Oikya Jote, rei their de-
termination for establish-

ment of Islamic rule of law in
the country on the basis of
Quran and Sunna.

Presided over by Al-Hajj
Moulana Rafiqur Rahman. the
meeting was addressed, among
others, by Islamic Oikya Jote
leaders including Moulana Az-
tzul Huq as the chief guest who
is also chiefl coordinator of the
party, Mufti Moulana Sakwat
Hossain an. Moulana Al

et oo e

.......

.........

.....

A scene from drama Mr. Hum ayee Manuahera utaged by
Samay Sangskritik Gosthi at Central Shaheed Minar on
Sunday. The artistes are Biman, Shohag and Lotus.

Datellne Chittagong. , .~

59 Burmese convicts
freed from Ctg jail

CHITTAGONG, Feb 19: Fifty
nine Burmese convicts were
released from Chittagong jail

and sent back to Burma
through Teknaf border check-
post.

The Burmese nationals, who
were convicted by Chittagong
Court on charges of illegal
trade and fishing in

territorial waters,
were released before comple-
tion of their two-year jail
terms under an amnesty de-
clared by the government fol-
lowing a jail riot on December
31 that left three prisoners
dead and over one hundred in-

~ cluding jail guards injured..

About 300 prisoners includ-
ing the 59 Burmese convicts
were granted amnesty.

—Star photo

From Our Correspondent

Meanwhile, an official
source said, ten Burmese na-

tionals were recently capturcd
with smuggled goods worth
about Taka 13 lakhs by BDR
personnel from a point along
the Bangladesh-Burma berder.

Many other consignments
of smuggled goods were seized
on various occasjons by secu-
rity personnel from different
places.

Informed sources said, ille-
gal trade through sh-
Burma border had been con-
tinuing unabated involving
smugglers of both countries.

fllegal trade ts mainly
carried out in a dubfous barter
system.

Under the illegal trade rice.
spices, betelnuts, plums, fancy

goods, opium and ather drugs

Ahmed.

Moulana Azizul rfuqg while
addressing the meeting
stressed the need for wiping
out corruption from the soci-
ety so that a.: Islamic welfare
state could be established. He
urged the people to vote for Is-
lamic Otkya Jote in the coming
polis.

Basanta Mela -

A week-long Basanta Mela
under - the auspices of
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industrir.s Corporation, hulna
was formally inaungurated here
on Thursday for the expansion
of cottage and handicrafts
products.

Industries Secretary,
Shafiul Alam inaugurated the
mela at the local Zila School
premises. The chairman of
BSCIC, A. K. M. Fazlul Huq Mia
also spoke at the function.

Ekushey blood
|

donanon

Lions Foundation will
observe “Amar Ekushey”
through donation of blood in
co-operation with Shandhani,
says a Press release.

AL candidate

alleges
terrorism
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG. Feb 19: Mr.
S.M. Yusufl, Awami League can-
didate for Chittagong-Con-
stituency today alleged that
armed workers of his oppo-
nents had resorted to
widespreed terrorism.. setting
on fire or damaging at lcast ten
of his election camps and in-
juring several of his party
workers during last few days,
reports BSS.

Addressing a press conler-
ence at Chittagong Press Club
here today Mr. S.M. Yusuf
blamed his opponents of hiring
criminals to disrupt his elec-
tion activities. He said a num-
ber of cades were filed with
the Patiya Police against the
terrorist activites. Awami
League election camps at
Kazirhat, Kartala, Dhalghat.
Mukutnight, Golirala and
Fakira Masjid areas were scl
on fire or damﬂ?:d, he said. A
large number of election sym-
bols were also damaged. he
added.

At least ten persons includ-
ing Abdur Rahim, Dhalghat
Union Awami League President
were injured and a party pro-
cession was attacked at Alan-
dapara.

are brought into Ban sh

, from Burma while expensive

medicines, motor parts-both
old and new, electronic goods,
cloth and chillies are taken
into Burma from Bangladesh
across Nal River dodging the
eyes of the law enforcing agen-
cles.

Security sources believe, il-
legal trade is carried out in
connivance with some
Burmese infiltrators who have
already settled at Teknal and
other parts of Cox's Bazar and

Chitiagong city.

Some influential smugglers
reportedly stay in busy trade
centres and big hotels in Chit
lagong city to carry oul Lheir
illegal deals, the sources

added

|
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Media help for AIDS |

Women Forum wants
100 seats reserved

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Women Forum booths and taking stern action

- has announced four-point

recommendations and seven-
point demands for ensuing
women 8 participation in
coming eclections and for im-
proving the condition of the
WOImeE N

The recommendations an

| nounced at a press conference

at the Jatiya Press Club on
Tuesday imclude: launching
motivation cam in radio
and television ighting tm
portance of women's partici
pation in voting, ensuring se-

lruﬂty to women in polling

Withdrawal of
warrants against

Rab demanded

The President and General
of the JSD{Rob), Mr

Nur Alam Ziku and Profl
Humayun Kabir Hiru Tuesday
demanded immediate with-
drawal of a false and -
torial case and warrants of ar-
rest t the Secretary
General of the party. Mr.
A.S.M. Abdur Rob, reports BSS.
in a joint statement, the
JSD leaders said that the re-
vival of a case dating from
1986 and settled in the courts
raised the question of neutral-

" They aheging that the case

h.ad been rtﬂ‘i'ﬂ'.‘ to blacken
the image of Mr. Rob. the man
who first hoisted the national
flag. demanded that Mr. Rob
should be given full chance tn

making campaign in the com-
ing parliamentary elections.

Human rights
organization
to monitor
elections

larations and convenants,
reporis BSS,
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