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, Muslim marriages are dominated
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These s are casily identified by the P

d-':;'ding and glittering streamers and decora-
all around the
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foreign make.

However, a very interesting part of these
shops are that they mostly supply items used
Helud”, a function which takes
place both at the bride's as well as the
days before the actual
to do with Mus-

for the "Gaye
‘'s; two or three

groom _
wedding day. This has nothing
s ritually. but - much with tradi-

lim
tional Indian custom.

Mr.. Zainul Abedin, owner of one such shops
at Kalabagan said that winter is the high tide

Heavenly Acts, Earthly Delights
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A typical 'zori' shop, offering materials
meant for pre-wedding rituals.
—Star photo

flowers made of cloth or pape
said shops like his have design books, to

for

(a kind of preparation por the skin)
made, Sohaag

for sale, as it is the marriage season which
lasts from October to .

Talking about business, he informed that
cosmetics and tofletries of foreign brand are
more expensive than the local ones. The
"Pagri” or the headdress of the groom to be
worn on the wedding day would cost anything
between Taka 200 to 800 depending
material of which it ts made of. Those made of

on the

hi synthetic ‘Muslin’ as popu-

larly known would be Taka 500 to B0O.
Sold in transp
white or golden in colour. The traditional shoe

arent boxes, they are either

to be worn by the

!m often called
Bl "nagra” would be
¥ something between
Taka 200 to 350. One
can see rows of these
two things in these
shops. The cost of
decorating the bride-
groom's car varies
from Taka 200 to
6000, depending on

rey the varfety and combi-
nation of fresh (flow-
ers ordered. Roses
and Rajonigandhas
would cost the most.
It would cost much
less, If done with
r. Mr. Abedin
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Holud,” items he said that the
this occasion is the "uE’ctlnll".
ly

made

Oil etc. Flower jewe

for the bride-to-be, worn on the Holud, costs
between Taka 200 to 500 depending on the
flowers. Marigolds cost lesser.

Abedin remarked that "marriages as a so-
cial institution is under pressure in Bangla-
desh, but weddings are becoming more colour-
ful.” Perhaps making sure that even if the end
is gloomy for some the beginning is at least
joyous and colourful.

Replying to a question on the choice of his
trade he said, "Although there is a lull
after winter, this is a comparatively stable busi-

period

ness, for as long as weddings are to be cele-

brated in such an elaborate manner, we will
be in business”.

TV refuses to telecast | Ekushey book

pro-democracy film

By Staff Correspondent

Ehteshamur Rahman,
member of the Advisory Coun-
cil of Bangladesh Human
Rights Implementation Organ-
sion authority has refused to
exhibit a movie 'Ganotantrer
Sandhane’ (in search of

democracy ).

In a press conference on
Sunday at Press Club Ehte-
shamur Rahman said that the
film was produced with the fi-
nancial assistance from Asia
Foundation to creale aware-

70 foreign
journalists
to cover polls

Seventy journalists have, so
far, obtained visas from
Bangladesh missions to visit
the country to cover the par-
lia elections, official
sources said, reports UNB.

They represent various for-
eign and international media
including radio. television,
news agencies and newspa-

rs.

Hotel Sonargaon will open a
media centre from February
22

ness among the people about
their exercise of franchise.
The Film Censor Board duly
examined the film and re-
leased it after necessary edit-

He said that the human
rights organisation was ready
to make payment to show the
film through the television but
the Information Secretary in a
letter regretted the proposal
made by the o tion to
telecast the movie through

Bangladesh Television.

JSP to blockade
Dhaka demanding
Ershad's release

By Staff Correspondent

General Secretary of Jatiya
Sramik Party, Mr M A Gafur in
a workers meeting on Sunday
said the workers would stage a
blockade on Dhaka unless de-
posed President Ershad and

his accomplices are freed.

He also urged the govern-
ment to implement the wages

commission for the workers,
says a press release.
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fair disrupted
By Staff Correspondent

Ekushey book fair was dis-
rupted Monday when employ-
ees of Aruna book stall vio-
lently protested what they
said, authorities’ faflure to

check stealing of books, they
also keep the k stall closed
in protest.

Employees of 'Aruna’ book
stall stated, that books worth
Tk. 10,000 were stolen on
Saturday night and they in-
formed it to the authorities of
Bangla Academy demanding
compensation. But authorities
did not take any step. they
complained.

However, some employees
of other stalls also alleged. The
Academy had failed to perform
their role in checking pilfer-
age of books from the stalls

Bangla Acameny sources

said that they made a probe
body including representatives
from book publishers and dis-

tributors to enquire into the
matter. They also denied the

allegation.
Indian Airlines

resume flights
to Dhaka Feb 23

Indian Airlines
its flights between Calcutta and
Dhaka from February 23 next
after a break of one month, re-
BSS.

Initially, the flights will be
operated biweckly on Wednes-
days and Saturdays but it may
later resume its daily schedule,
S. Burman, country manager of

resume

Indian Airlines, Dhaka said.

The Indian Airlines flights
between Dhaka and Calcutia
were discontinued in the wake
of the Gulf war last month.

China cla
develn::rpedy
h Shilpa Bank will

undertake techno-economic
ty study of the

room of BCSIR recently. Dr M,
Wallwzzaman. Chatrman, BC

SIR and Abdul Karim, Manag-
ing Director of BSB the
agreement on behalf of the re-

spective organisations.

It is mentioned that China
clay Kaolin 1s used in ceramics
and paper industries to a great
extent. Bangladesh imports
huge q'uln'tg of China clay
Kaolin from abroad at the cost
of foreign exchange compo.
nent of Tk. 10 crore per year

Australian
prints for

museum

A collection of prints of fa-
mous Australian paintings was
donated to the National Mu-
seum by Australian Minister for
Foreign Aflairs and Trade, Se-
nator Gareth Evans, and his
wife, Dr Meran Evans, on

February 18, says a press re-
lease

The presentation of the
Australian prints was made on
behalf of Dr and Senator Evans
by the Australian High Com-
missioner in Bangladesh, Mr
RK Gate, to the Director Gen-
eral of the National Museum.

Concern over
JP mastans'
reign of terror

By Staff Correspondent

‘Bangladesh Movement for
Free Elections’ in a statement
on Monday expressed concern
over “a ol terror” created
by the Jattya Party mastans.

The Andolan also appealed
to the Election Commission to
verify the candidates financial

position stated by them with |

evidence of expenditures iIn
different constituencies.

In the statement the An-
dolan also revealed doubts
about the neutrality of the
carctaker government.

Paltu condemns
attack on
Delwar

By Staff Correspondent

The President of Dhaka City
Awami League Mozaflar Hos-
sain Paltu on Monday con-
demned the attack on Maulana
Delowar Hossain, Principal of
Nurbagh Hospital, a press re-
lease said.

He went to see him is a
clinic of Malibagh Monday and
said such activities of Jamaat-
Shibir must be stopped imme-
diately. He also urged AL to ex-
ercise restraint

Illegal travel
by train: 2 killed
By Staff Correspondent

Two passengers travelling
on the roof of a train were
killed and one seriously in-
ured when hit by the iron

Is installed to prevent illegal
travelling on roofs.

The dead could not be iden-
tified and the bodiés were not
brought to the morgue till 8 at
night. Mr Shankar (20) whose
head was cnyshed on the right
side is in a comma. His condi-
tion is stated to be critical.

The incident happened be-
tween Dhaka cantonment sta-
tion and Tongi station at 3 pm.
The travellers were on top of a

Light rain likely

By Staff Correspondent .
Light rain with thundershower is likely to occur at one or

two places over

Rajshahi division,

nsingh and Sylhet.

Weather is likely to remain mainly q:hiwh:m-Mrﬂu

country.
lettampemmmhnkelymmbyummthmdegru

Celctus.
Lowest minimum

temperature of 10.6 degree Celcius was

reported at Srimongal Monday L.
Thmnmmh:-ndnyﬁﬁ.ﬂmud rises on Wednes-

- “mﬂm = bsequent two days : little change
Ou su t two : :
Extended outlook for another five days : no appreciable
change.
Temperature and humidity of some cities and towns:
Cities/towns  Temperature in Celsius Humidity «
' Max Min 9 am Spm
Dhaka 29.2 16 :; ;:
Chittagong 28.4 15.4 .
Cox's Bazar 31.8 17.56 56 48
26.5 12.6 73 53
. 28 14.4 78 47
t 28 14.4 78 47
Minimum temperature of international cities:
Calcutta : 17
Karachi : 8
Bangkok : 25

One-fifth associated with criminal elements

in
Eighty per cent of the
contesting the
p-rl-l--nﬂ polls are
graduates above, indi-
cating an overall high edu-
cational status among can-
didates, according
Preliminary findings of
Bangla-desh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS). reports BSS,
The Survey conducted by Mr
Mahabub Hossain, Mr.
Hossain Zfllur Rahman and
Mr. Binayak Sen in 61
Upazila and 30 District
Headquarters between
January 16 and February 2
revealed that only two per
cent of the candidates are
below SSC.
total of 1265 houscholds,
2.925 respondents, 6085
candidates and 151 con-
stituencies had been cov-

88 per cent candidates

election graduates

Mahabub
Ceneral of BIDS sald at a
seminar at the institute’s

conference room.
He said and small traders
and dominate

the ranks of candidates (82
per cent)while those asso-
ciated with sectors
(Agriculture and Industry)
constitute a distant second
of I8 per cent.

There is little difference iIn
terms of the class-occupa-
tional background of candi-
dates among Awami League,

Nationalist Party
and Jattya Party. the survey
sad

The ranks of Jamgat candi-
dates are dominated by pro-
fessionals (60 r cent).
The ranks of left alllance
candidates are- evenly di-

Women university graduates being trained in AST/CIDA

workshop in Dhaka.

CIDA helps train

women graduates

By Staff Correspondent

The Agricultural Sector
Team of the Canadian
International Development
Agency (AST/CIDA) has initi-
ated a programme that seceks
to provide professional train-
ing to bright young university
women graduates.

The pro aims at in-
creasing the availability of ex-
perienced women profession-
als who can work as consul-
tants on development projects.

The need for the pro-
gramme became evident when
AST., a technical assistance
project of the Ministry
Agriculture, found that very
few women applied for vacant
consultant positions. Those
who did apply usually had in-
sufficient work experience to
qualify. It was recognized that
other agencies were also ex-
pressing the same difficulty
and the idea of giving on-the-
job experience to young
women was borne. Most devel-
opment agencies are looking
for women professionals be-
cause it is recognized that
women are often the beneficia-
ries of projects and its impor-
tant women's interests are
taken into account when pro-
jects are prepared. As such,
women development special-
ists are in high demand.

The responsibility for de-
veloping the Young Women
Professionals in Training
Programme was given to AST
Consultant N. E. Fatmi, who
advertised in local papers and
passed the word at the Dhaka
University campus. Ninety ap-
plications were received and
all were invited to write a briefl
essay on various development
topics. The best 12 essays
were determined and the au-
thors invited to personal inter-
views. Of the 12 interviewed,
four were selected for the

It is hoped that this innova-

Statement of
Ansar Directorate
deplored

The newly-formed BCS
(Ansar) association has

strongly resented the state-

association 1illegal., reports

"The statement is mislead-

rights ensured in the constitu-
tion,” a press release of the as-
sociation says in Dhaka on

:

tive training model will be fol-
lowed by other agencies and
thal more women will gain the
experience necessary to qualify
for professional development
positions. ;

Like most organizations in
Bangladesh, AST has far more
men than women employees.
Although a women was re-
cently promoted to a manage-
rial position and women are
employed as an editor and in
other support positions, it will
be some time before the im-
balance between men and
women employees is rectified.
However, with programmes
like the Young Women
Professionals in Training com-
bined with AST management
support, progress is being
made.

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on Mon-
day sanctioned an amount of
Taka four lakh from his dis-
cretionary fund for treatment
of poet Abdul Khaleque in

k, reports BSS.

Acting President made
the grant for treatment of the
appeals to him

Organisation to send him
abroad for treatment.

Earlier, poet Abdul
Khaleque was under treatment
at the Pongu Hospital in Dhaka.
The hospital authorities rec-
ommended that the poet
should be sent abroad for bet-
ter treatment.

The Pongu Hospital au-
thorities estimated that the
cost of trea t of poet Abdul
Khaleque in Bangkok would be
Taka four lakh.

Detention of
166 persons
under SPA

reviewed

The three-member Advisory
Board headed by Justice

. Muhammed Mozamme! Hagué

in its meetings held in January
and February at the Bangladesh
Supreme Court reviewed the
grounds of detention of 166
persons under the Special
Powers Act 1974, reports BSS,

The Board also heard them
in person and recommended
to the ment for imme-
diate re of 141 detainees
out of 166, an official handout
said.

The Advisory Board has
been constituted under the
sub-section (2) and (3) of sec-
tion 9 of the Special Powers
Act, 1974.
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Restriction on

licensed arms

The government has tssued
an order restricting
movemnent of the owners of the
licensed arms out of their
houses with arms from Febru-
ary 20 to March 2 in the inter-
est of public safety and main-
taining law and order during
the coming parliamentary
elections, BSS.

An official handout said in
Dhaka Sunday that as per pro-
vision of Section |7 a of the
Arms Act of 1878 (1] of 1878}
legal action will be taken

against the violation eof the
order

Th;c prohibitory erders,
however, will not be applicable
to members of the law-enforc-

varfous government, semi-gov-
ernment, private offices and
other important and key
installations.

New ICB
MD

Quazi Baharul Islam was ap-
pointed the Managing Director
of the Investment C tion
of Bangladesh (ICB) the for
with effect from February, 17,
acrording to a press release.
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' PROGRAMME
Women Journalists
Forum discussion

esh Women Joumnal-
ists Forum will hold discussion
on "Ekushey February and Role
of Woman" today (Tuesday) at 4
pm at Jatya Press Club, reports
BSS.

Conscience Council

Conscience Council will
hold a press conference today
(Tuesday) at 5 pm at the hall
room of the National Press
Chub, Dhaka.
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