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Electioneering frenzy

The effects of
the Culfl war on election-
-ﬂl‘ in MM are ﬁ-l

ring with the
d-h,- ng nearer a
countryside buszzing with cll:c-
tion campaign to choose an
elected government.

A BSS Special Correspon-
dent visiting several districts
found that the electioneering
for the February 27 polls is
steadily up as the
activists hlclutm
efforts to woo the elec-

. Canvassing for the can-
is fast intensifying as
days before the polling
as crucial to muster

i
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minor distur-

bances notwithstanding, the

atmosphere appeared
be healthy in the district
towns and interior. Arches,
makeshift election camps.
banners and ters, have
. Pabna. Farid-

o}

and Dhaleswari. Small tea
stalls, hats, serpentine dusty
village roads--all are charged
with polls atmosphere. Never
before. an election in history ol
inﬁqmﬂ:nt Bangladesh had

=l

I!I'Li'lnhr huuu:: uﬂr lr“;rr
now laking place undtr a gov-
trun:nl which has no stake in
the elections and the back-

mﬂmﬂuwﬁﬁhﬁm

In Sirajganj, posters,
buntings. banners and arches
of different political parties
have lent lustre to the small
district town. Two main politi-
cal parties vying or power, the
Awami League and the

h Nationalist Party
(BNP), are leading the cam-
paign offensive. Also in cvi-

demnee. are the Jamaal-c-Is-
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lami, the Gonotantrik Otkya
Jote of Five and Eight-Party Al-
Hance.

The Gull war did cast a
shadow on the electioneering
as the focus shifted to the con-
flict and the battlefronts in the
Gulf from the country’'s clec-
toral ficld. But the scenario is

as the voters realise
that must act on issues
that involve them directly
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Among the notable candi-
dates in Si nj. Awami
cen leader and

Party . Mo-

Publicity

hammad Hlﬂmm in
one of the district constituen-
cies. Awami sources say
Nasim. who won comfortably
in 1986, would repeal the feat
this time too. But BNI® workers
seek to nullify the asscrijon,
suying their party might spring
a surprise. Also in the fray are
two other candidates of Zaker
Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami.

In the Sirajgan] proper con-
stituency, Awami 's_Mo-
tahar Talukder faces Mirza
Muraduzzaman of BNP while
Jamaat's Maulana Azad is also a
potential candidate.

Voters are reticent about
their choice but certainty not
unconscious about the impor-
tance of the coming elections.
"We feel this time polling will
be held in a real free and fair
atmosphere” said a villager.

The sound and fury of elec-
tions are pable all over,
Judging by the mood of the
people and indications, the
turn-out could surpass the ear-
lier percentages.

Among the prominent fig-
ures. Baksal leader Abdul
Momin Talukdar is seeking
polls from another seat in Sira-
jganj with boat as his symbol
and he faces, among others,

devours Gulf war gloom

Shahidullah Khan of BNP and

Muslim League leader, M A
Muatin.
Educationist and former

Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi
University Dr Mozharul Islam
is the Awami League nomince
in one seat and his opponents
inchude former Deputy Prime
Minister of Ershad govern-
ment, Dr M A Matin, who is
conicsting as an independent
candidate.

in Pabna, Professor Abu
Saced of Baksal seeks mandate
with "boat” as his symbol and
his rivals include Major (Reid.)
Manzur Qadir, a State Minister
of Ershad government, and
Jamaat leader Matiur Rahman
Nizami. Former Defence Sec-
retary Osman Ghani Khan is
the BNP nominee in another
Pabna seat where he faces
Tafizuddin of Awami
and Advocate Ranesh Maitra of
National Awami Party.

Traditionally. Faridpur is
politically lively and several
prominent leaders are in the
race there. Awami League Gen-
eral Secretary Begum Sajeda
Chowhdury is locked for a seat
here with Janata Dal President
K M Obaidur Rahman where
BNP's Abul Hossain is also in to
be reckoned with in Faridpur
proper, Obaidur Rahman faces.
Awami League's Imamuddin
Ahmed and BNP's Kamal Yusul.
Rahman's thrust is discernible
in both the seats he is contest-
ing. Wall graffiti, slogans and
posters have filled all the avail-
able places in the Faridpur
town.

In Tangail proper, two
former Home Ministers are
facing each other they are
Awami League leader Abdul
Mannan and Ershad govern-
ment's Major General (Reid)

Mahmudul Hasan, Babul
Chowdhury of BNP is also in
the race there.

Seminar on
'AIDS and

media' today

A three-day national semi-
nar on "AIDS and media” be-
gins at the National Institute of
Prevenlive and Sucial
Mcdicinc (NIPSOM) at
Mahakhali, reports BSS.

Education Adviser Profl
Zillur Rahman Skiddiqui will
inaugurate the seminar as the
chief guest at 10 am.

Objectives of the seminar
are, orientation of the media
personnel on various aspects of
AlDDS and national and global
plans on tion and con-

i trol of AIDS.

Bangladesh Bank
recruitment test
cancelled

The Board of Directors of
Bangladesh Bank has cancelled
the recruitment test on Febru-
ary 8 under disturbed circum-
slances in some centres, a
3ank press release said in the
cily Saturday, reports BSS.

The test for Assistant Direc-
tor. Manager and Officer for
the Bank could not be held
properly because of indisci
pline in some centres. The
board discussed the matter
elaborately on February 12 and
decided to cancel it. the press
relcase said.
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Jatiya Chhatra Dal held a demenstration n city on Saturday demanding shifting of deposed
President H.M. Ershad to Central Jail.

—Star photo

Samajbadi Dal for

"12 Constitution

Mr Nirmal Sen, Acting Firsi
Secrctary of Sramik l{n-hah
Samajbadi Dal, Saturday an-
nounced the manifesto of his
party emphastzing the restora
tion of the Constitution of
1972, return to parliamentary
form of government. restrue-
turing of administrative system

and a neulral forcign policy,

reports BSS.
Addressing a press conler-
ence at the offices in the

city Mr Sen said a list of sha

heeds who were killed since
the i nee to the auto-
cratic regime of Ershad should
be prepared and the shaheeds’
family members should be
provided with financial help.

He said they would revoke
all anti-people laws including
Spcecial Powers Act and eflorts
woitld be made for encouraging
the setting up of small and
cottage industries.

Referring to the industriali-

sation of the country. Mr Scn

said his party supported rc-
taining basic and heavy indus-
tries  Including textiles and
fute mills in the public scriug
and creation of a separate min-
istry for weaving and cottage
industries in the country. He
said his party would take steps
for introducing a separate im-
port policy for the develop-
ment of the weaving and cot
lage industries and make them
export oriented.

The SKSD party leader said
for boosting the rural economy
and rejuvenating admindstra-
tion. his party would form
gram panchayat.

Central leaders of the party
Mr Siddigur Rahman and Mr
Khurshid Alam were present at
the conference.

Mr Nirmal Sen said the
SKSD would formulate people's
oricnted education policy
which was necessitated for
building an independent econ-

nmy.

| Political Science

Assoc Confce
‘begins

SAVAR. Feb 18 : The two
day sixth national conference
ol Bangladesh Political
Science Assoclation’ began at

' *he social science gallery ol

Jahangirnagar University
Saturday. reports BSS.

Acting Chiel-Justice of
Bangladesh Supreme Court,
Muhammad Habfbur Rahman
inaugurated the conference as
chiel guest.
Ahmed Vice-Chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University at-
lended 'Lhc conference as spe-
cial guest. The inauguration
ceremony was presided over
by Dr. Azizul Haque, Chairman
of the Association.

Speaking on the occasion
the Acting Chiefl Justice fo-
cused on the history of
Political Science and hoped
that the conference would be a
success and helpful for the so-
cicty. He said, "We will not be
able to achieve progress, if fatl
o communicate with the
commonman’”.

Dateline Chittagong

NAP’s plea to abide by

EC code of conduct

CHITTAGONG, Feb 16: The
National Awami Party (NAP)
leaders here called upon the

voters to elect honest and non-

rommunal candidates in the
February 27 election, reports
BSS.

The leaders also called
upon the political leaders and
supporters to abide by the
code of conduct and intensify
the recovery of arms to ensure
a f[air election.

Addressing projection mee-
tings at Kanungopara, Kalatya-
rhat, Kadurkhi,
Bibirhat under Chittagong-10
constituency Friday . The NAP
leaders said that only honest.
dedicated and non-communal
persons could ensure the
establishment of a cormupton
free society and as such the
voters had a great re-
sponsibility in excercising

their franchise, a party press
release said,

The meetings were ad-
dressed by Chittagong-10 con-
stituency NAP candidate
Advocate Chittaranjan Dasg-
upta, Satesh Chandra Chanda,
Sh:nda Sharma. Alhaj Danesh

Mohra and -

Ahamad Chowdhury, Dr.

Amulya Acharya, Advocate
Emdadu] Islam and others.

Peace procession

Bishwajanin Shanti Sangha -
a world- peace organisation
Friday brought out a peace
procession in protest against
bombing on civilians by the al-
lied forces in Baghdad .

The procession began from
Shahid Minar and concluded
in front of Chittagong Press
Club following a rally with Dr
Chandra Shekar Das in the
chair. Among others Narayan
Chandra Rudra Pal, Moulvi

Abdul Motalleb, Sukamoy
Chakraborty and Alauddin
Ahmed addressed the rally.

The speakers demanded
immediate cessation of bomb-
ing on civilian targets, stop
genocide and restoration of
peace in the Gulf region.

Death anniversary
The eighth death anniver-
sary of Mozammel Hussain, a
final year science student of
Chittagong University and a

martyr of democratic move-
ment was observed here

He was killed in police [ir-
ing while agitating against the
autocratic government ol now
[allen Ershad.

Chittagong University Cen-
iral Students Union held milad
mahfil, Quran khani and.
discussion meeting to pay
homage to his departed soul.

from today
Chittagong branch of Bangla
Academy will begin a three-day
programme at the Shilpakala
Academy here today in obser-
vance of Ekushey February, an
Academy press release said.

The programme to be inau-
gurated by the Director
General of the Academy. Prof.
Harun-ar-Rashid include dis-
cussion on Cultural Movement
by Chittagong Poetry Recita.
tion session, seminar on
newspapers and perfodicals of
Chittagong. discussion on his-
tory of Bangla Academy and
cultural function.

Oppression on women rising

KHULNA, Feb 15: The op-
pressed women of Khulna dis-
trict filed 128 allegations so
far with local 'Nari Nirjatan
Protirodh Cell' of the govern-
ment. Of them 90 cases had
been settled during Lhe last
one year but women's oppres-
sion was reportedly increasing
in the greater Khulna district.
111 cases were filed with the

| cell from Dumuria Upu:ﬂa

alone. v

According to a soclal
worker of the city, women's
oppression was also increasing
in Khulna city. During the last
one -14 cases had been
lod ged with the local NNP Cell
but only one case was sc¢tiled.

According 1o informed
sources, only three cases had
been filed with Sathkhira and
Bagerhat districts during the
last one year which wr.l:g duly
solved. Due to absence of
proper publicity of the exis-
tence of such an organisation,
the oppressed women could
not lodge their complaints to
the cell.

A revolver of the Khulna
Shamsul

Our Staff Correspondent

Haque was stolen trom his ol-
ficc here on Thursday with
three rounds of live bullets
loaded in it

It happened when Haque
went to his home for launch
and unearthed the incident
after the table drawer was no-
ticed unlocked. A case has
been regtst:n;-d with Khulna

police.

Call to establish
Islamic rule

The Central Convener of |s-
lamic Oikya Jote Maulana Az-
izul Haque called upon the
people to come forward for
establishing an Islamic rule
through next polls for
eradicating all the social vices.

Maulana was speaking at a
public meeting under the aus-
pices of local Islamic Oikya
Jote at local Shahid Hadis Park
on Th
v ‘11;":-% candidate of the
Jote from Khulna twe con-
stituency, Maulana Ali Ahmed
also addressed the meeting
which was

A week-long Basanta Mecla

128 cases filed so far

organised by the local branch
of Bangladesh Small and Cot-
tage Industries Corporation
began here on Friday at the
Khulna Zila School ground, Mr.
Shafiul Alam, Secretary for in-
dustries inaugurated the fair.
In his inaugural speech the
Industries Secretary stressed
the importance of small and
cotlage industrics with the si-
multaneous establishment of
large scale industries for the
rapid economic development
of the country. He also called
upon all banking organisations
to provide loan facilities for
the purpose.
A total of adequate 250
stalls of handicrafts were
opened at the lair which the
Industries Secretary and other
dignitaries visited.

Lawyer of alleged
killer summoned

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate of Khulna has sum-

moned the lawyer of accused
Shahid Morol, the alleged
killer of a local Ch-

hatra Union activist, Azsahar to
put forward to the court can-
celling his intertm bail.
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cessition o hostilitics i the
Gull, suid a P Minisiry
ipolcunln in a on

Saturday. reports UNB
Guard against
trouble makers:

Jamaat
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
ﬂtn-rnllh;arhlmh
warned that those whoe would

disrupt the holding of free and
faair pr-lls would be branded as

collaborators of autocracy. re-
ports LINB.

Addressing an election rally
at Jessore Town Hall Saturday
aflecrnoon. he cautioned the
pcople to guard against the
trouble makers.

Nizami also urged the in
terim government as well as all
political parties to come for
ward in holding free. (air and
violence-free election

I'he Jamaat leader said if
clected. his party would take
sicps to turn the country's
youlh force inte productive
manpower and create em-
ployment opportunities.

He said they would intro-
duce interest-free Islamie
economy to free the couniry
from the curse of poverty.

The Jamaat will modernisc
the agricultural system and
take steps o Increase agricul
tural production and providc
intcrest free loan to the farm
ers. hic said.

ﬁ Metropolltanﬁa
Dhaka CXPresses views

positive step
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o end the crisia”.

Re Dhaka s stand on
the Gull econflict. the
Additional Foreign Secretary
said “we're always committed
to support all peace inftiatives
for a diplomatic and political
solution of the =

problem.
Bangladesh secks a com-
prehensive seolution of the

Hr::pund‘ln‘ lo a guestion
on Lhe move being inftiated by

the Non-Al Movement
(NAM), Riaz Rahman. a wp
diplomat of the . savied
Iragl offer to withdraw had
“overtaken the effort.”
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