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Dhaka, Friday, February 15, 1991

Gulf War : Civilian Deaths
and Soviet Initiative

The inevitable has happened. Upto 1,000
civillans, inclu many women and children
have reportedly been killed due to allied bombing
of an air raid shelter. Given the incessant

and thousands of sorties being flown, it
was only a matter of time that a highly packed air
raid shelter would be hit. The U.S. insists that the
target was military. But what we see are only
bodies. The CNN correspondent said the
destroyed shelter was in a middle-class
neighbourhood "with no immediate military
ets within a mile”.
‘All wars are ugly and brutal. But the air war
against Iraq Is one-sided and devastating.
According to their own claims, the allies have air
supremacy. This means that they have the
capability of hitting any target within Iraq at will.
And 1t is only a matter of time that machines will
malfunction, identifications will be wrong,
mnmwtﬂﬂwe.rﬁnbefaisc and civilian
targets will be hit. is journal has earlier
expressed grave concern at the outbregk of the
war and cautioned about the possibility of high
civiian deaths. If the bombing continues the

possibility of of such innocent deaths
are not at all uniikely.
The justification of continued incessant

bombing is that the su¥plg line of the Iraqi
forward will have to be cut off and Iraqi

military Pmductlon capahllig will have to be
. Having had virtual monopoly of the

Iragi air space for most of the time that the war
has been going on it is not il to assume that
" all military ets of any significance have already
Why then is the continuation of this heavy
bomb ? The intention may be to bomb Ira

into acquiesci to the terms of the U
resolution. If such be the intention then civilians
will continue to run the risk of being bombed into
pulps and incidence like that of the day before
will recur.

In the midst of this l.ragtc;‘:lg the Soviet initiative
is a welcome one. The et envoy Primakov,
who met President Saddam said his talks with
the Iraqi President has given him "cause for
hope” for a diplomatic solution to the Gulf war. As
a result, the Iragi Foreign Minister Mr, Tariq Aziz
will visit Moscow for talks with President
Gorbachev. The dad Radio report that Iraqi
President was ready to cooperate with Moscow

and other nations "in the interest of findi a’

peaceful, political, equitable, and honourable

solution to the region's issues includ the

situation in the Gulf" is a welcome shift from the
| Iraqi refusal to negotiate on any terms,

e Soviet initiative can be said to have made a
new opening for a dialogue to solve the present
crisis. It is our hope that no efforts will be spared
in this new opening to its furthest limit in
search for a peaceful solution of this terrible
crisis. The NAM countries, involved in the search
for a cessation of hostilities in the Gulf, should
exert their own m* in further wide
this ct of negotiations. Bangladesh, whic
is taking an active part in the NAM efforts, should
do all in its power to further this new possibility
of negotiations.

Respect to Herta Rotter

It was a portrait of a woman—from close.
Beneath the suave and aging mien were the
ulars: "Vienna, Feb 11 : Passport picture of
8-year-old Herta Rotter who committed suicide
Feb 10 in front of the US embassy in Vienna.
Rotier said in a suicide note her death was a
protest against the Gulf war.”

The first reaction was not to canonise her.or to
dismiss her as a freak either. At least before one
knows more about her and her final act than
there was in that photo-caption. But it is hard to
so restrict oneself. It is difficult not to hear a
chord go tw inside in sym(fathy and to have a
flash of altogether fresh and different approach to
the war in the Gulf. Thoughts spring up and
strain to reach her. Did she act in desperation?
Perhaps she had for some unrelated reasons
reached the tether's end. Or perhaps this was
indeed a sufrcme act of sympathy. Or even

empathy. Feeling the sufferings of those bombed
into shreds in Iraqi shelters and the foolishness
and inhumanity of it all.

We opt to take her act as indeed she meant it
to be — a sacrifice and a protest. We want to
respect a price that is paid with life — a price for
wanting to see an end to modern-day
cannibalism. Self-immolation. specially as a
human-torch, became quite familiar in the early
days of the Vietnam war. More than a burning
protest, the first and the most celebrated of that
series of suicides provided an impressive study in
the powers of Buddhist meditation—the ancient
monk sitting it out still in unsullied composure
till all was left of him was ashes. But those monks
had two relie points. First they were in the
thick of the events they were protesting. Then
their lnnﬁ practised powers over their bodies
enabled them to be transported beyond the realm
of physical pain or all fear of that.

Herta Rotter didn't have these props to make
her act easy. Hers was an act more in affinity with
the central figure in Ingemar Bergman's poem of
a film—Winter Lights. The tragedy of Hiroshima
ghcts into the head of the protagonist. Seeing in

at an end of all hope for humanity, a conclusion
is reached that life was as such no more worth
living. So comes the act of suicide—in far Sweden,
precisely in a sleepy Swedish rural retreat.

The world undoubtedly would be a better place
to live if some more people could feel as strongly
for others—others as afar in the Gulf sands as
from the Austrian capital. True enough. But the
realities of a third world town—of the thousands
of them that are there — snatch and pull at the
sensibilities of man to a cont extreme, One
must be able to shut off — as quickly and as often
as the yes and no switches ol a computer — all

of and even disposition tow sympathy
in order to survive. In the crudest sense. Failing,
one would not be able to travel the mile from his
place of work to his home. Every minute of
existence hete is informed with abysmal

tion and all-round insult to humanity. We
are forced to resort to {ct another inhuman-act of
cov our sensibilities with the rhino's hide.
In order to save us the day—one more day—with
the faint and hesitant hope of someday

overcoming it all.
Our deep deep respect for Herta Rotter.
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A

scientific fact, a wave of

anxiety has across the

M&lﬂﬂlliﬂﬂ about ozone
and the se ef-
s T e
And why not?

The odds appear to be in-
creasing that as some nations
vanish beneath rising tides,
others will starve in the wake
of floods, drought or insect
pests. depending on their geo-
graphic n.

The estimated costs of sim-
ply coping with the pace of
climate change have also taken
on nightmarish proportions. By
one estimate, an increase in
atmospheric temperature of
2.5 degrees centigrade ( a
middle projection) a@uid cost
the world US 8 400 billion a

presen
is a great risk that policymak-
ers will take this as an excuse
to wait and see, rather than act
on the knowledge which is
precise and uncontested—
B officers are refusing
entry to an increasing
number of Jamaican visitors to
Britain without justification,
according to Immigrant
welfare groups.

Jamaican visitors denied
entry—who number about one
visitor in 42 according to
church estimates—are sent
back home on the next plane,
often ruining plans for Famﬂy
reunions, weddings, funerals
or holidays.

Cases abound: one young
man denied entry because he
was carrying a letter from a
relative telling him he would
have to "work hard” in Bri-
tain—he was going to help his
aunt and uncle move.

Another involved a 28-year-
old man with a wife and two
children back in Jamaica, who
was denied entry because he
did not seem to have enough
clothes with him. Relatives
told him that since he was
coming in winter he would do'
better to buy clothing in Eng-
land.

Immigration officers, who
have the power to grant or
deny entry at their personal
discretion, usually point to
what they see as evidence that
the would-be visitor actually
intends to remain in Britain—
or a lack of evidence that they
intend to retum to Jamaica.

What infuriates immigrant
welfare campaigners is that
the im tion officer's deci-
sion can only be appealed in
Jamaica. And increasingly it is
incumbent upon Jamaican visi-
tors to provide evidence that
they do not intend to settle in
Britain. Some think it should
be the other way around.

Said Labour MP Jeremy
Corbyn, who campaigns on
immigration affairs: This is the
only service where there is a
presumption of guilt before in-
nocence and there is no appeal
in this country—only in Ja-
maica.

"An awful lot of people are
being denied entry into this
country without being given a
chance to make their case,” he
said.
In 1979, when 35,000 Ja-
maicans were admitted to Bri-
tain, only 48 were refused or

ritish immigration

World Food Producers
Face Climate Roulette

namely, the need to rein in in-
dustrial and domestic emis-
sions of carbon dioxide, chio-
rofluorocarbons and other

greenhouse gases which have
placed the phenomenon of

l:bul warming on our
Unfortunately again for the

by lan Steele
mmllﬂnlmﬂ'u— wheat in Siberia and Scandi-
pact on agriculture for bet- navia, it 1s not certain that
ter and for worse. northern sofls would be suit
The IPCC, which draws on a  able for cereal crops.
range of international scien- nomists are also con-
tific opinfon, and experts from cerned that increasing tem-
agencies such as the United ratures could extend the

Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation, estimates that f

ts of harmful insect pests
and crop diseases which are

until well into the next century

Jﬂuﬁom&mmdwhomw au:lwhcn. ﬂmhﬁlﬂh

world. which ap-
pears ltkely to expertence
some of the earliest and worst
consequences of climate
. those decisions will
be taken elsewhere.
Short-term res are
z much in the hands of the
countries which
generate most of the pollutants
and control new cleaner
techonologies which could
make future production and
economic h much less
costly to the environment.
A report from the United
Nations Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) stated last June that

temperatures rose by an aver-
age 3 degrees cen e by
the year 2000, food re-
sources would be suf-

food costs would be higher and
the regional availability of food
stocks would be uneven.

It is possible that some ce-
reals such as wheat and riee
would benefit from increased
levels of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. But this would not
be the case for maize, sorghum
or millet.

And while the warming of
the northern hemisphere
might make it possible to grow

currently confined to tropical
countries.
The IPCC noted that it

Industrialised countries
with the research capacity to
create new varicties and
cropping techniques might ac-
tually gain advantages from ris-
ing temperatures and manage
to minimise the negatives. The
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lites, observer stations,
the expertise and computer

Jamaicans Claim Discrimination

Allan Thompson writes from London

at British Airports

that too Jamaican visitors to Britain are being refused entry at the
mﬂnmmm

removed—one in 729. In 1989,
the last year for which there is
complete data, some B03 out
of 32,300 were refused or re-
moved, giving a rate of one in
40.

Groups like the Joint Coun-
cil for the Welfare of Immi-
grants (JCWI), and prominent
individuals such as the Angli-
can Bishop of Jamaica, claim
the increase in refusals is a
discriminatory practice. They
say it is based on the miscon-
ception that Jamaicans are
moré likely than others to
break the rules.

"For every acroplane which
lands in Britain from Kingston
or Montego Bay, at least three
Jamaicans are sent back on the
next plahe,” Anglican Bishop of
Jamaica, the Rt. Rev. Neville
de Souza, said during a recent

Jamaicans refused entry to Britain

London visit.” These entry re-
fusals, which have risen ten-
fold in the past few years,
cause tremendous distress.”

During his stay the Bishop
called on Peter Lloyd, Minister
for Immigration Affairs at the
Home Office. to discuss the
high rate of entry refusals to
Caribbean visitors.

"Clearly the authorities
must be able to exclude illegal
immigrants. But | am con-
cerned that people of
Caribbean origin are being sin-
gled out.” Bishop de Souza
said. "Genuine visitors must be

able to spend time with.

friends and families.”

Lloyd reportedly told the
Bishop and his delegation that
the government believed some
20 per cent of visiting Ja-
maicans ended up staying in
Biritain.

Admitted
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The Bishop said the Minis-
ter told him Caribbean people
were not unique in the treat-
ment they received and that
other national groups. includ-
ing many eastern Europeans,
had a very high refusal rate.

"He said an estimated 20
per cent ol (Jamaicans) who
come in and give assurances
didn't go home.” the Bishop
recounted. "He didn’t have any
evidence because there is no
way of checking whether a
person goes home or not.”

But Don Flynn, an education
worker with JCWI1, says the 20
per cent figure is a [iction,
misconstrued from other im-
migration statistics.

Flynn said the 20 per cent
actually refers to the number
of people who fail to keep
their assurances when initially
denied entry for an extended
period, but allowed into Britain
for a week or so.

The Home Office continues
to deny allegations that it has a
policy of rejecting large num-
bers of West Indians and

.stands by {ts position outlined

in July 1990 that rules for
West Indians entering the
country are exactly the same as
for other people subject to
immigration control.

Refusals do not always mean
immediate return to Jamaica.
Sometimes people who arrive
intending to stay for six
months are allowed to stay for
only a week or two.

That was the case for 17-
year-old Launzia Soloman, who
came to Britain in October
hoping to spend six months
with her aunt, Angelita Ed-
wards. Soloman had just com-

| believe

address.

Sir, "All dreams do not
come true". This is true for
many Bangladeshi expatri-
ates. Although thousands of
Bangladeshis working in
Middle East have already
become successful in ma-
terializing their costly
dreams, the unforeseen
Kuwait problem has shat-
tered the dreams of thou-
sands others in the trou-

land.
ft out with the choice
"leave or risk life". The

Bangladeshi manpower in
Iraqg-Kuwait preferred

home, became refugees in
the adjacent states, and
have been taken care of by
the sympathetic nations
and tions. So,

have been brought bac
home. Unques un-
fortunate is the af-
fair, not only for the thou-

sands of her workforce
over there but for poor

| Bangladesh herself as well,

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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since the country's earn-
ings from ME wage earn-
ers will drop by millions of

 dollars — an aggravation of

the worsening economy -of
an LDC. Unless these re-
turnees find themselves
employed again soon, they
are most likely to be an
impetus for further deteri-
oration of the nation's over-
all condition.

One ©®f the rewarding
solutions to this unwanted
influx of the skilled and un-
skilled manpower back
home, rich or poor, may
possibly be the re-employ-
ment at home and abroad;
and the Manpower Ministry
must have the best capacity
in this regard. Possibilities,
however, of immediate
inclusion of the specialist
returnees in the domestic
labourforce maybe explored
in order to re-inforce the
economic bases.

In such a process, the
administration benefit
from an interim listing of

them, classified by the
skill, together with an in-
ventory of their investable
assets. Co-operative type or
Govt. subsidized investment
projects should be encour-
aged for the better-off re-
turnees, specifically for the
emplﬂymcnt—gnntraunf.
export-oriented establish-
ments. For a wider financial
base, also, a special Middle
East Trust, or a more ap-
propriate collective in-
vestment facility, chiefly for
Middle East wage earners
should be reviewed with
regard to the national de-
velopmental schemes by
the individual sectors.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road
Mymensingh 2200

Misery of war

Sir, The petrol pumps
on Thursdays, have a new
an noticeable scene to offer.
There is a long queue of
vehicles, mostly private
cars, in front of each such
station, It often causes
obstacles to the traffic
leads to a traffic jam.

Acim.lly they are refu-
elling since Fridays have
been decided as closed for

petrol supply: all this of

course in view of conserv-

ing fuel vis-a-vis the Gulf
war.
We hope the war ends
quickly and brings in peace
for all. War is not some-
thing which anyone wants
and it only brings untold
misery to many, often
without any result to none.

Faruq Ahmed
Rampura, Dhaka

Film festival

Sir, Recently a short fllm
festival was held in Dhaka.
This gave the cine lovers of
this country a much
awaited chance to see some
rare movies. It was very
well organised and the se-
lection of films was also
very good.

This was the second one
of its kind in Bangladesh. It
also gave the viewers a
chance to listen to the

film-makers themselves
and hear about their expe-
riences In the seminars

. 1 am this
opportunity to thank the
sponsors for their eflort
and pain. | hope this be-
come a feature and
we have more of this kind
of festivals every year.

Farhad Hashim
2/8, Shantinagar
Dhaka

pleted high school in Jamaica
and was registered to begin a
college course there in the
spring.

Soloman's request lo enter
for six months was refused.
She was initially allowed only a
one-week stay in Britain but
after her aunt's crrnt-:st. the
stay was extended to two
weeks. The immigration offi-
cer said he suspected Soloman
intended to look for a job in
Britain because ‘she had
brought her high school report
card with her. Soloman, now
back in Jamaica, said she sim-
ply wanted to show her
cousins what marks she re-
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ing which shares satr!
ite with developing coun
tries and helps them to set up
their own remote semsing In
stitutions. It has also been a
lcader in efforts o butld re
search institutions capable of
developing and

new crops for Asia the pa-
cific. and other developing re
gons.

This work agenda has
mostly been long term. scaled
to the needs of rising popula
tions and dwindling land re
SOUTCEeS.

which cannot be put off for
long.

— Depthnews.
cetved.

“The immigration’ office
didn't really scem to care, the
had their minds made up al
ready.” Edwards said.

The Caribbean Entry Re-

fusals Action Group. [CERAG)
an offshoot of the JCWI, wants
the rules changed to transfer
the burden of proefl from the
visitor to the immigration offi-
cer. It also wants the estab-
lishment of a right of appeal
before the visitor can be sent
back. But most of all, it thinks
the full guidelines under which
immigration officers make
their decistons should be made
public.
Bishop de Souza made a
similar point when he asked
the Minister for a list of re-
quirements Jamaicans should
fulfill to enter Britain. That
would allow travellers to- make
sure they have all the Enptr
documentation in hand before
heading to Britain, he said. —
GEMINI NEWS

ALLAN THOMPSON' (s
Canadian journalist with the
Toronto Star newspaper :: -
rently working at Gemin
paﬂl*;f a one-year fellows
from Canada's International
Development Research Centre.

f OPINION _

Re: What is the Gulf War Really
About : Daily Star: 7 Feb 1991

Sabir Mustafa would have us
1) that Allied powers
did not explore all efforts to a
peaceful solution to the Gulf
crisis; 2) that the economic
|blockade of four months was
insufficient to hurt the Iraqf
economy thereby providing in-
centive for Saddam Hussein's
forces to withdraw from
Kuwait; 3) that the Allied
foreces rushed in
anxious to spend hundreds of
billions of dollars in sophisti-
cated weaponry and war ma-
chinery for the joy of seeing
Hussein's chemical weapons
factories (with all varteties of
exotic nerve gases) and nu-
clear facilities go up In a
phantasmagoria of firework
display; 4) that by champi-
oning the PLO cause, Hussein
"legitimizes” his invasion of
Kuwait.

All these points are falla-
clous. We know very well the
intense efforts put in by nu-
merous politiclans and states-
men in and out of r. to
work towards a peaceful set-
tlement after Hussein's blatant
act of aggression against its

| tiny neighbour, Kuwait. Most

memorable of all is Hussein's
rude and cavalier treatment of
the UN Secretary-General,
Perez de Cuellar, a 72-year old
man, who having made the
hr:* tiring journey from New
York, was kept waiting for 12
hours before being granted an
"audienge”. Is this any way to
behave towards a bona fide

| peace-maker ? Egypt's Hosne

Mubarak revealed that Hussein
did not inform him of his in-
tention to invade Kuwait right
up to the 11th hour when they
met just the night before Hus-
sein's attack. It was this very
unpredictability which made

Fﬂmﬂhdmm’rﬂhﬁn

as such a man.
Well-informed people are
well aware that economic

blockades are notoriously inef-
ficient (not to mention hlgh]n

A Reader Reacts

gung ho, ever

)

Remember the recent: past
only when Hussein threatened
to blow up Kuwait's oil wells
and this statement alone sent
oil prices skyrocketing from
the mid-US$20 to over US$40
per barrel. We can see the
damage inflicted over a rela-
tively short time of uncertainty
— can countries suffer this
economic battering for an in-
definite perfod ? How long be-
fore poor countries ltke
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, etc.
take this before it hurties to-
wards economic. disaster? And
all just to "wait‘and see” if an
over-ambitious leader will
come to his senses? | That day
may never come. And what of
the plight of hundreds of thou-
sands of workers from the
LDCs who had to be evacuated
with not a dollar in their
pockets and return to their
homes and families cmpty
handed, much worse ofl. A
before; . after years of slogging
in the desert 7 | would submit
that four months is ample time
to test the sincerity and see
the real motives of Hussein |
"All's fair in love and war” .
. . so goes the adage. Trite 7
But true ! army's objectives
::Lﬂ:n

cripple the cities by cutting
water and electrical supplies
and certainly, its industries so
that {t cannot manulacture

and shingaras for the offing.
Look at what Hussein did t©o
his own minorities — the
Kurds. He extinguished them
with nerve gas — long since
prohibited since World War [ |
And what of Hussein's super
Scud missiles aimed at Riyadh.
Is this less “destructive” than

Last, but not least, Hu
*‘championing”™ of the'
cause is at best a smokesereen
for his own ambitions.... which
is to be leader of the Arab ¥
world. Speaking of which,
Kuwait was one Arab nation
which supported the PLO mas-
sively—  in funds as well as
morale. Let's not be blinded by
Iraqi propaganda. Hussein i
merely using Arafat and the
PLO as a decoy to his real mo-
tives, which is to replenish his

country s
after his -year war

another
This is what the Cull War




