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Election Tribunals

It has been reported in this journal that the
Election Commission is likely to set up 64
tribunals in each of the 64 districts of the country
to adjudicate election disputles. We welcome this
planned initiative. Election Tribunals are not new.
But the role and function of the ones being con-
templated are likely to be quite different from
those of the past. ,

The proposed tribunals will enjoy a lot of
power, a proper and impartial use of which can
help make the election truly free and fair. Ac-
cording to clause 63(1) of the Representation ol
the People's Order, the tribunal can declare null
and void any election if it is satisfied that the
“election of the candidate has been induced by
corrupt or illegal practice” or that a “"corrupt or
illegal practice has been resorted to by the can-
didate or his election agent or any other person
in connivance %ith the candidate or his agent”.

These clauses strike at the root of a series of
corrupt Mectoral practices which have so often in
the past perverted our polls. The very fact of the
existence of such clauses can serve as eflective
deterrent for all those candidates or their agents
who may be con ting to adopt unfair means.

The type of violence that we have come to as-
sociate with polls in our country consists of buy-
ing votes, getting votes through intimidation,
creating a situation of insecurity so that support-
ers of one’s opponents do not come to cast their
voles or the physical occupation of polling sta-
tions to ensure that vote is cast for one's own
candidate only. All these violations of election
rules are covered by the aforementioned clauses
of the Representation of the People's Order.

We would like to a stern word of cau-
tion to all candidates not to underestimate the
will of this Election Commission in scrupulously
adhering to the letter of the law in upholding the

" above mentioned rules. The candidates should
not be misguided by whatever may have happened
in the past. This Election Commission enjoys and
reflects the mood of the people, and the mood is
to hold a free and fair election. Anybody trying to

“subvert it will have to face the wrath of the peo-
ple and any action against them will have the full
support of the people.

The proposed tribunals will also hear com-
plaints of excess , over the limit of Taka
3 lakh. This means that a candidate, having won
the election, can have his result rescinded if the
tribunal is satisfied that the candidate actually
spent more than what was allowed. This should
serve as a reminder to all those who are partici-

in the coming election that they have to

t and win the election through fair and legal

means. |

We extend our whaole hearted support to all the
efforts of the Election Commission in ensuring
the faimess of the coming polls. The idea ol sel-
ting up tribunals, in this context, appears to us to
be a sound one. The setting up of the tribunals
should be announced as early as possible and full
publicity should be given to their role, function
and authority. All the political parties should fully
brief their nominees as to the importance of
scrupulously following the election rules and of
the risk they run of having their election results
overturned by the tribut if they adopt unfair
means. Reputation of the political parties is also
likely to be stained if too many of their nominees
are found to be guilty of violating election rules by
the tribunal.

The Crime Healer's ‘Crime’

We deplore this abominable practice. One or {wo
youngmen crouch in the foreground with this or
that small arm and quite a squad of policemen
standing behind striking a most ludicrous pose.
Why should newspapers publish such photographs
at all? Journalistic indiscretion has encouraged

lice to look eagerly for such an occasion — a

etime's chance it seems for looking foolish.

Such phot phs, Lo be sure, are in bad taste.
And they e a travesty of human rights —
making a convict long before one has been
convicted by regular processes of law. The police
people are acting clearly against law when posin
with someone they have caught for some allege
crime. The newspapers extend a hand of complicit
by publishing the unlawful photo taken deliberately
to criminally hurt the person ensnared by men and
means not above suspicion. And both police and the
newspapers very evidently give a damn to such
inviolate things as human ;

A young woman with a revolver in her hand —
that was a very striking photo to come across in the
pages of Monday's newspapers. More so because the
woman was weeping and she was not really holding
the weapon. The piece of steel appears to have been
thrust upon her close-fisted hands.

Undemeath the photo ran a two-column headline
in black bold letters : 2 women held for steali
revolver. The accompanying story however tende
to show that it was a bag that the two sisters
allegedly picked up. Having no X-Ray eyes they
couldn't have divined that it contained a revolver —
a fully loaded one at that. -

Even if Suryabanu, the elder of the two sisters
nabbed, had stolen the revolver — full well
the thing for all it is worth — publicizing such a
photo would be as bad in law as the act :Fsmurlg
itsell — which is, incidentally, still a long way from
being proved. | "

Defencelessness arising out of poverty and social
inequity has always invited savaging by men and
women of power and better situation. We have seen
how in numerous houses the masters and the
mistresses torture serving children and nubile
young women. The uhuh of such agencies as police

be — and still is — to help change this. But
we all know that's a far cry — a loolish expectation
with things as they are and with a press taking
delight in printing the photo of a crying Suryabanu
with.a revolver thrust on her — of a woman hm
ts and children and brothers and sisters
— of a woman having still an identity in a
society of her own. No one has the right to hurt her
that way — the question of whether she has
committed a crime or not being completely
immaterial and irrelevant.

ith virtually no of the world
spared from a fall-out of
the Gull conflict, it Is instructive lo
study how different countries are facing
up to the consequences of a war almost
no one wanled, rearranging Lheir
priorities and, finally, thinking of what
even six months ago would have been
regarded as unlikely or even impossible.
inlltn mn respect, the countries In South

region. grouped together In
the six-nation alliance, known as ASEAN,
ﬁm to be In a particularly difficult situa-
Internationally, ASEAN is regarded as a
success slory of regional co-operation,
perhaps even an object of mild envy
countries in other IJ::II. However, thblz
success invariably obscures several inner
stresses and strains inherent in the
varying sizes, economic potential.
political systems, racial s and
even exlernal alliances of members of the
grouping.

Out of the six, three—Indonesia, Brunel
and Mala exporters of oil, while
the other three—Philippines, Thailand
and Singapore— are dependent on oll
imports. However, one of them—the city
state of has one of the largest
refineries in the world. Out of the six, In-
donesia and Brunel are overwhelmingly
Muslim, Thailand overwhelmingly
Buddhist and the Philippines almost
enfirely Christian. The remaining two—
Malaysia and Singapore—describe them:
selves as multi-racial, multi-religious and
even multi-cultural. However, in reality,
the Islamic bias in the Malaysian life re-
mains as strong as the Chinese accent in

Then, what has kept the six countries
together? | )

If one leaves aside the inevitable
rhetoric about their shared history, cul-
tural assimilation across their ethnic
barriers and religious tolerance, their
shared economic growth and their

common realisation that they must work
together to promole it provide I1wo
important elements in the gust within
the alllance. '

No ASEAN leader woulkl! claim that
countries of the grouping have achieved
this ¢rowth entirely on their own.

Just look al the of these

countries, including of the Philippines
which is still seen as a sick man of
ASEAN, of their trade, Investment. inflow
of foreign capital and, finally. joint ven-
tures, mainly with two of their meost
important pariners, the United Stairs
and Japan. Then oné would know where

this growth, perhaps a large part of It
comes from

In pushing the ASEAN on the road o
economic progress, Lhe United States
provided another supportive element: its
military bases in Thailand (untl the end
of the Vietnam war} and the Philippines
(now under negotiation). Meanwhile,
talks are going on belween Singapore and
Washington about the city republic
providing some limiled base and repair
facilities to the UN navy, especially il
Manila terminates the base arrangement.

Until the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the
six South East Asian countries have been
sludying their future oplions with a
mixture of guarded oplimism and some
shrewd calculations. During this study
which had been going for months, the
ASEAN experts have noted the decline of
the Soviet military power from this region
and of its possible withdrawal from tHe

pressure from Hanoi on Soulheast Asian
countries lo open rade and economic
Ues, and further liberalisation of China's
economic and political policies

Now, reports from different South East
Asian capital suggest that all these issues,
Just mentioned, are being pul in the cold
slorage (o enable the decision-makers to
concentrale on one single issue—the
fallout from the Gulf war, with all its
varied implications.

in one major development, foreign
ministers of Malaysia and Indonesia. both

Muslim countries, have publicly sugiested
thal countries in the region should (ake
care of their own destiny and thus reduce
their dependence on Lhe Unitled Statrs.

Although the (wo ministers would defend
their suggestion on the ground thal
Washinglon is loo busy elsewhere, mean

ing the Gull, to pay much attention to
Southeast Asia, the (wo separale
slalements ofler an implied recognition of
the anti US sentiments becoming
stronger al the mass level. This has
placed the moderate pro-US governments
in Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta in a
quandary. They have officially backed the
UN Securily Council resolutions against
Iraq and have been supportive of both the
Saudi Arabia apd the Kuwaiti government
in exile. But, then, as in a few other

Muslim countries, Saddam Hussein has
emerged as a hero in the eyes of Muslims
in Malaysia and Indonesia. The worry In

while

Significantly enough. Kuala

Lumpur and Jakarta are anxious (o dis

lance themselves from the United Stateyl
atleast on defence mallers. three other
ASEAN members—Singapore, Thailand
and Brunei (a Muslim country bul closes
o Singapore than to Malaysia) would ke
o have “continued US military presence
in Asia to ensure a stable balance of

power”, according lo diplomats quoled by
the international Herald Tribune.

It is said thal a section of leaders in Lhe
Philippines who had once opposed the
continued presence of US bases in their

country are aiso rethinking their positions
in favour of the stalus guo.

from the ASEAN countries 1o be seen as a
direct threal lo their own security. But
these countries, especially Thailand
whose sprawling capital. Bangkok is
bursting at the seams. remain
apprehensive of Iragi-backed terrorism.

Taking a longer lerm perspeclive,
virtually all the ASEAN counlries remain
deeply concerned about Lhe process of
destabilisation that has been sel in

motion, first by the iraql invasion of
Kuwait, then lthe counter-atiack
launched against Baghdad the
multinaional force, and Imlyt; the
barrage of propaganda unleashed by
Baghdad. The growing fear in Southeast
Asia is that if Lthe conflict goes on much
longer, the process of destabilisation may
dflect countries in Asia in a way thal even
the most astute expert mew ned be able o
work oul in adhinr

" hat has been called "
the world's greatest
administrative exer-

cise” is now underway in India.
The work of the 1991 Census
has just been completed and
the ground laid for the great
head-count between February
9 and March 5. Training for
the operation has been going

Holland.
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_ CENSUS IN INDIA
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For a month, 1.5 million enumerators are tramping through cities, towns, villages,
Jungle and hilltop country counting the people of India. The population is now up
to something like 800 million-each year it rises by about the total population of

ggling is the Word for It
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recording.

love.”

grant labour. those on holiday
and religious pligrims, "It

The work s tedious and in
volves long hours. Questioning,
counting
recchecking is the enumera
tor's lot. Yet the pay is paltry.
The mind-boggling census of
India is called "a labour of

won't be another
Vietnam,” President George
Bush keeps saying about the
Gulf war, That is a sure ap-
plause line. Americans now
agree that the long US military
involvement in Southeast Asia
was a disaster for Ameriea. But
the president’s oratory. and

and

on for two .
and al
i e ey e S e
of, shelter was listed and anda says: "When, for in-
numbered. Over the last nine stances, the enumerator
months house-listing has been  eaches a point in his ques-

going on with numbers being

given to any type of "structure
that affords shelter and serves
as housing for people.”

Says A R Nanda, Registrar-
General and Census Commis-
sioncr; "From the loewly jhug-
ghis (shanties) to tents, from
boats and carts to trechouss,

every type
numbered.”

Nanda is the latest in aline

.that has been carrying on an

operation first introduced in
India by the British in 1871
and which has gone on with-
out a miss every ten years
since.
The numbered units will
be grouped in blocks—200 to
a block in urban areas and 250
to a block in rural arcas. A
group of blocks is assigned to
each enumerator.

More than 1.5 million cnu-
merators, working with
300,000 supervisors. were se-
lected and all went on training
programmes. were pri-
mnrf school teachers or junior
level government officers se-
lected for their familiarity with
a particular grea. its customs,
habits and dialects.

The training prepares the
enumerators to fill forms cor-
rectly with answers to such
questions as age, gender, cdu-
cation and employment status,

of ‘home' has been

tioning where he wants infor-
mation aboul the women in the
houschold, he needs to be ex-
tra careful in the Indian con-
text that he offends no one.”

"Usually in rural India, i is
the male head of the family
who answers all questions.
And he often plays down the
work done by the women of
his houschold. We try 10 Lrain
the enumerators to get a more
accurate piciure tactfully.”

The trained ¢numcrators
arc fanning out thronghout the

-

eountry. Often

i tg_wisit va Hgnse g wo or three

5

times before they find people
willing to provide the ipforma-
tion. i

At the same time they have
to take care the same person
is not counted move than
once. Special arrangements
have to be made to count mi-

In India over the last 50 years the birth rate as well
as the death rate has fallen. Yet the population
has risen from 319 million in 1941 to about 830 million

today

Expectation
of life

58

Birth Rate and Death Rate per 1000

infant mortality
rate per 1000

Tl now the census has
coneentrated on demographics
and socio-economic date. This
time it also sccks data on the
housing and employment situa-
tion for government planners.

The first provisional results
of the census will be available
from mid-March 1991, just
ten days alfter all the ques-
tionnaires are in. Tabulation
and publication of sfonal
results and reports will begin
in the second hall of 1991 and
go on till 1995.

That is about the time pub-
lication of fimal fAgures begins.
Publication of final reports will
go on tll it is Wme for the pre-
liminary work to begin for
Census 200 | -that is, 1991,

The publication programme
of the eensus of India is one of
the biggest in the world. The
records “published run into
thousands. To make this date
more readily available Nanda is
planning to set up census ser-
vices data cells to provide in-
formation at the touch of a
keyboard,

Fer ‘all the march of
science, the march of the mil-
lion or more enumecrators
through slum and ficld, high-
rise and jungle, by lake edges
anid to hilltop. is the only way
the date can be collected. —
GEMINI NEWS

S. MUTHIAH was a senior
Journalist with The Times of
Ceylon Jor two decades. He is
now invelved in printing and
publishing but continues lo
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address.

Sir, It is a common ex-
perience with almost all
who require to make over-
seas calls to undergo a te-
dious exercise attempting
various numbers and then
get a call booked. Previ-
ously such calls used to be
booked from No. 152 while
No. 162 was for reminder
when there was delay in

eiting the call booked.

department in appre-
clation of difficulties of the
overseas callers have given
some more Telephone
Numbers viz. 244958,
244960, 319226, 501777,
608080, 419313, 383016
for booking and for the
purpose of reminder, In
addition o 162, the callers

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

have been advised to con-
tact 402199 and 413744.
But despite such a grand
and wide consideration,
the callers to their dismay
have to lake a long exercise
to get a call registered
within a reasonable time.
The difficulties beggar de-
scription.

Moreover, call registra-
tion number is given only
when a call is booked with
Tel 152. As no registration
number is when a call
is booked with telephone

numbers other than 152,

the relevanl column of the
register maintained al
caller's end remains blank
with no scope for referring
the registration number in
case of necessity. It is pre-

=———

sumed Lhal there is no dil-
ficulty to maintain a regis-
ter with each of the above
telephone numbers for the
facility of the subscribers.

S.M. Hussain _
Motijheel Comin. Area
Dhaka.

An appreciation

Sir, This week-end
magazine ol your daily was
indeed laudable. Il had a
number of pieces which
provided both variely and
pleasure for those who love
and enjoy reading.

We hope that you will
continue zealously whatl
you have started to do. For,
it is oflen difficult to keep
the tempo of things going.
Mainly because, it is actu-
ally 'difficult to get good
writers and pieces in

English, particularly in our
cou 4

niry

A good and informative
newspaper is wel-
come, Il provides a breath
of fresh air from the

drudgery of everyday bore-

dom.

We have high hopes and
do wish your esteemed
journal fulfil our expecta-

tons.

Renu Sarwar
Tangail

Wild bird
preservation

Sir, This referes (o Inam
Ahmed's fealure "Traders
mint money.”

It is appalling thal every
year Lhe law against the
caplure and sale ol
migratory birds is flaunted
blatantly by (raders and
neither the police nor or-
ganisations like the Wild
Bird Preservation Sociely,
lake any action against iL
All we gel, year alfler year,
is a newspaper article
about this criminal prac-
lice.

What about the police
officials who must surely be
witnessing this criminal
sight each winler? Why
can't Lhey simply stop their
vehicles, conliscate Lhe
birds and sel them [ree?

And would it nol be more
valuable for wildlife pro-
lection organisations Lo
picket these (raders, at
least al the main spols
mentlioned in the article,
instead of just quoling the
dire consequences of Lhese
aclions? All it would need
is to gel volunteers through
its membership and organ-
isations like the Boy Scouls
elc., Lo pressurise the po-
lice into laking aclion to
penalise the culprits. Not
the leasl of them being un-
scrupulous buyers who
provide the markel can
therefore be considered
the main culprits in the

decimation of migratory
birds in Bangladesh.

May we requeslt Lhe
media (o build up public¢
awareness Lthe de-
struction of wildlife in this
country through a series ol
articles, instead of the lo-
ken one articles per year?

8. R Ghuznavi
Bandhara

the applause, are confusing.
because Americans still di

sharply about the nature of t
disaster

For liberals, Vietnam was an
immoral war. in support of in-
supportable Sulg'l regimes.,
Worse, America lost its inno-
cence through attacks,
carpet bombing and the My Lai
massacre. The lesson: America
should be wary of presidential
and Pentagon scenarios and go
to war only as a last resort.

For centrists, Vietnam rep-
resents good intentions gone
awry, prool that John F.
Kennedy's summons to fight
any Communist foe and bear
any military burden was simply
beyond America’'s means. Ob-
session with an unwinnable
struggle distorted priorities
and politics, ignited inflation
and undermined patriotism.
They. too, wish urgently to ,
avoid another costly crusade in
the name of American deter-
mination that ends up dissipat-
ing American resolve. To
them, the lesson is: Pick wars
carefully, fight with a sense of
proportion.

For conservatives like
President Bush, Victnam rep-
resents mainly a failure of po-
litical will. First, Washington
forfeited public support by
fighting a limited war. resist-
ing. for example. military de-
mands for all-out bombing of
the North. Then, by withdraw-
ing US troops amid domestic
political protest, America
showed the world that it
lacked staying power. Conser-
valives believe that this show-
ing invited subsequent policy
disasters such as Nicaragua,
Afghanistan and lran, to them.
the lesson is: The Uniled
States must prove that it has
the will to fight for freedom.

Thus, in the Gullf Mr, Bush
moved rapidly to build up
American forces. He quickly
cw: up on the econnmic em-

rgo. which needs months o
work. And he has lately been
pressing for all-out military

Arc any of these lessons ol
Vietnam relevant to the Gull
war? Probably not, if only be-

canse circumstances have

changed so greatly. The United
Stales is no longer in a global
confrontation with commu-

nism. And Washinglon can no
longer afford the global com-
mitmenis that a Pax Ameri-
cana. Kennedy-style, would re-
ql“h:.

The nced lo deter aggres-
sion remains—with collective
security, net new and im-

versions of power pro-
jecton in the Cold War style.
That means not jusl financial
burden sharing and formal UN
voles butl also serious com-
mitments t:nrm diplomatic,
eronomic i necessary,
military actions in defensc

inicrmational law,
o The New York
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