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Cut in Iraql supply lines aimed at

IN EASTERN SAUDI cryfhing from slecp and food
ARABIA., Feb 10: Alled war- 1o life itsell
have shificd the focus of gucssing gamc In
their relentless bombing cam- Arzh
, In an allcmpt to isolate
raqi forecs on Lhe battleficld
in Kuwait ahead of a ground ol-
fensive, reports AP, .
The U.S.-led coalition want
to cutl lragi supply lincs and
communicalions with Baghdad
and deprive Iragh troops of cv

lhu:- ground war will start --
and lhc betting is sooncr
rather than laler: this
Thursday, on which there will
be a moonless night, but may
be in 10 days, two wecks or
even a month.

For U.S. President George

Lthis weck is when

Bush, who wants 0 kecp ca-

sualties as low as , the
deciston will ltk on
Allicd assessments ol mb

damage to lragl lorces dug in
bﬁ the border.
is is a subject ol some

!l.rlitf this week, Maj. Bob
Baltzer said the U.S. Air Force
hopes o destroy 50 poreemt of
Iraq's forces with saturation
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ltiyuﬂ: General Powell, left, and Gmrrll Schwar:kupl mnfernng in Riyadh on t.he status

ofﬂ'nw

Sy mjh

40 P.C. Britons favour bombing :

Nﬂrlyiﬂr:rnlmlnf Britons would favour carpet bombing ol
used chemical weapons against Allied forees
in thcﬂulfmﬂlng lo an opinion poll in the Sunday Times

ncwspapcer, reports Reuler.

The National Opinion Pell (NOP) survey in Lo
15 per cent would favour a nucicar res
allack and 11 per cent said there
chemical

London found that
sc o a chemieal

hrﬁMwllh

Brnnlnlﬁumdtcnimlmpnn-bultm Uniled Stales does.

The NOP poll showed 37 per cent would favour earpet-
of the Iragi capital by Amcrican B-52 Bombecrs.

The poll of 1,00 people also showed support for the war in

Britain already among the highest in Europe, and hardcened

since the conflict arupted on January 17.

Kuwait offersaid to UK :

British Forcign Scerctary Douglas Hurd arrived in  Riyadh on
Saturday with Kuwaili assurances of help in paying for the
Gulf war and with hopes that Saudi Arabia wlll also contribulc,

reports Reuter,

ln mectings in the Saudi resort of Tail, the Kuwailis olfered
to pay Britain 660 million pounds (1.3 billion dollars) for its

help in the campaign o drivt Iraqi forces out of their

country.

Saudi Arabia's share of the costs will probably come up in

talks today between llurd and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince

Saud H-annl British Government sources in Riyadh said.

The atmosphere is cnmurnglng but we don't knnw what the

results will be, onc source said

Gulf security s'ystem undt:r way

+ Saudi Arabia’s Dcfenice Minister said on Saturday that Gulf
Arab Stalcs might mnpcrntc with ﬁ:rclﬂ countrics in posl
Gull war sccurity uler.

The countrics of the Arabian Gulfltmw best about their from
Nicosta sccurity, Prince Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz lold reporters
after a graduation ceremony in Riyadh for new military cadets.
*But this docs not mean that we don't coopcrate with our
Muslim and Arab brothers and cvery [riend il the neced ariscs.
lie said in reply o a question nnlung term Gull security.

Ilts remarks carried by the official Saudi Prcss Agency SPA,
followed reports that Saudi Arabia, Egypl and Syria were
working on a ncw Gull sccurity system

345 Allied raids on Ira

Allicd plancs carried out 345 raids against civil
Friday nlght and Saturday, rcports Reulter.
*The savage Americans carried oul their aggression on our
civilized country, targeling rcsidential arcas with 345 air
raids.” said Baghdad radio, quoling military communique 42
form Nicosia.
The number of raids was 95 more than the figure given by a
military spokcsman carlicr on Saturday for the same
The communique gave no details ol msua]lil:n or damage, but
repcatled charges that some Allicd plancs were rcaching
targets through Iranian airspacc — a charge consistently
denied by ncutral Tehran.

Iraq said carlicr on Saturday it inflicted "significant” losses
in men and equipment on the Allics after firing rockets
across the border with Saudi Arabia.,

Egypt smashes Ira hgl network :
Egypl said Salurday il had smas pro-lraqgi tcrrorist
nciwork that plotted jo assassinalc top Egyptian®polilicians,
attack the US and Saudi Embassi¢cs in Cairo and trigger
hostility with Isracl, reports AFP.

Interior Minister Abdel lalim Musa said cight cclls
comprising 17 members had been arrested and there were
suspicions the nctwork was linked to Abunidal, the
Palestinian renegade, and AlJihad Muslim fundamentalists.
He told the semi-official daily Al-Ahram that police had
rounded up 10 Palestinians, four Iragis, two Jordanians and a
Tunisian, who had arrived in Egypt with fake Arab passports
afler the Gulf crisis broke out in August

§ against Saddam’s killin

rian Cabinct Minislcr on Saturday said that it was not the
government policy lo suggest assassination of Iragi President
Saddam llussecin to stop the war in the Gull.

Information Minister Mohammed Salman lold Reulcers
monitored in Damascus that Syria, for ycars a bitter political
foc of Iraq, did not believe assassinations could solve political
issue.

Salman was commenting on a front page editorial publishced
by the Syrian official newspaper Al-Thawar on Salurday which
urged that “the Iraqi army and the Iraqi pcople must
liquidate him (Saddam) in cold blood so Lhal the killing stops

our beloved Irag.*

. Iraq said
n targcls on

Iran sends
medicine
for Iraq

NICOSIA, Fcb 10 : lran scenl
16 tonnes ol medicine to Imaq
from Iran Saturday under su-
pervision of the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). the Iranian News

Agcency IRNA reported, reports
Reuter.

it said the shipment, the
sccond in 10 days, was scent in
a convoy thro Khosravi, the
main border crossing.

An ICRC spokcsman said in
Geneva on Thursday that com-
batants in the Gull war had
been informed of the ship-
ment and had given assurances
that convoy would nol be at-
tacked.

A Red Cross stalcment said
some of loday's consignment
wias donated by Iran's Red
Creseent Socicty.

Tutu blasts West
for Gulf war

ATLANTA, Fcb, 10 : The
Uniled States is tical to
condemn Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait beeause it also has in-
vaded other countries, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu said
Saturday, rcports AP.

Tutu also blasted Western
lcaders for responding with
"an incredible amount to cc-
stasy” lo prorcsed apartheid
rclorms offcred last week

PARIS, Feb 10 : Allied vic-
tory in the Gulf war would be
very dangerous for parts of the
Arab world f[riendly to the
West. French sources said on
Friday, reports Reuter.

said, westerners could
not do much about the violent
reaction an Iraqi defeat would
probably unl . except avoid
political errors.

But they suggested it might
help to define clearly the lim-
its of the war's aims and
means, and start to prepare
now for the uncasy peace that
will follow.

9 Bangladeshis
arrested In

Hungary

BUDAPEST, Feb 10: A group
oi 35 immigrants from south-
ermn Asia were arrested after at-
tempting to enter Hungary il-
legally from Romania, official
sources said Saturday, reporis
AFP,

The immigrants 26
Pakistanis and 9 Bangladeshis
had paid 400 dollar each to
Romanians who had brought
them in taxis to the frozen
Marcos river, between the two
eastern Europgan countries,
with instructions on how o
walk across. border guards
told Hungarian radio.

The immigrants had been
hoping to cross illegally “into
Austria, the border guards at
Apatfalva, in southeast

. Hungary, said.

ground offensive is
I‘rlvuh. other U.S.
haw: runﬂrmnd the

Mun
British Defense Sccretary

Tom King said Friday
would not launch a ground as-
sault unicss they were conlfi-
dent of having destroyed 50
:: rcent of the Iragl capaeity.

I Marine Brig Gen. Robert
Johnston said (he Uniled
Stales had not established any
pereentage that would sulfice
to start a ground war.

Air sirikes have shilled
from strategic targets to Iragi
front-line troops in Kuwait and
southern Iraq. King predicted
that Allied air attacks will in-
crease.

King eslimates the Iragls
have lost 15 percent to 20

percent of their military
rn'ht At the higher end of the
scale, Air Foree Col. John
McBroom has estimated that
some Iraqi units have had
their strength roughly halved.

Johnston sald Iraql supply
lines into Kuwait have been cul
by up to 90 pereent. British
mililary ollicials say hall the
stralcgic bridges from lraq

into Kuwalit--or about 40 by
U.S. count --have been put out
ol action.

Lthe Allies

Allies isolating battlefield

The U.S. military command
said Saturday that 750 tanks--
or about 10 pereent of Irag's
total of 4,000 -- and 650 ar-
tillery pleces--about 20 per-
cent of its lotal of 3,200 --had
been confirmed dest :

The difficulty with asscss-
ing the cllectivencss ol the air
war, however, is the abscnoe
ol independent, on- the-ground
confirmation of bomb .

“That magical fgurc-- that
we must reduce Iragl strength
in Kuwail by 50 pereent- thatl's
nonscnsc”, sald Francis Tusa,
Europcan editor of Armed
Forces Journal International .
"IU's irrclevant. You'll never
know".

He said the sheer number
of bombing missions has 10 be
taking a toll, bul it might be on
only the lcast protecled tar
gets, not the most cn
ircnched. Last weck, pillols
said there were still plenty ol
largets, bul prime targets wore
harder to find and they werc
irying lo destroy Iraqi armor
tank by tank.

Tusa said morc than 1,000
air sortics daily are combat
runs and If cach alrcralt causcd
only onec casually, that would
mcan morc than 7,000 Lroop
deaths cvery week.

Reports that lraq's best-
trained Republican Guards
have lost 20 percent o 30
percent of Lheir strength in
two wecks, if true, would be
impressive, he added.

Defense Secrctary King said
there may be mass surrenders
of Iraql troops within days. But
U.S.military sources say lragi
soldicrs are abandoning Kuwait
and heading home in greater
numbers than they are desert-
ing to Alliled forces. Scveral
famished Iraqi deserters this
week complained of getting
very little lood.

Col. Andrew Duncan of the
London-based |International
Institute of Strategic Studies
said the Americans will have
to weigh other [actors Lhan
bomb damage before deciding
when to attack.

These include the readiness
of Allled troops. the damage
atr strikes can still infliet,
troop morale, growing anti-war
sentiment in the Arab world.
and the approaching hot
weather, he said.

"I think it will be slightly
sooner rather than later”. he
said.

All roads lead to Iragi President

Saddam's whereabouts

shrouded in mystery

NICOSIA, Feb 10 : Iragqi
President Saddam Hussein is
taking an unusually low profile
as the Gull war rages around
him, creating a puzzle about
his nrlmub'-:lu and activities,

Reuter.

Middle East analysts agreed
on Friday that unless he
makes a prominent appear-
ance soon, his absence could
threaten his grip on power.

"All roads lead to Saddam
Hussein,” said Philip Robins,
Middle East research fellow
with London's al Institute
for international

"He has to have a public
profile and make regular ap-
pearances ([ people are to

continue to fight . . . otherwise,
the regime will start to col-

lapse.” he said in a telephone

interview.

Saddam's last appearance
before the world was an inter-
view with the American Cable
News Network in Baghdad on

28,
gy I ———
lounge suit and appeared out-
calm and relaxed. An
Arab doctor who saw the film,
however, said Saddam's cyes
were blinking at an unusual
rate ng inner tension.
ad radio has said
nothing of his whercabouts
since. although official news-
pers on Friday reported he
visited people in city shel-
ters and on the streets.

Tough and ruthless, Sad-
dam his presidency in
the flames of the 1980-88
Iran-lraq war after he took
power in 1979.

But the Arab doctor, who
worked in Ba and knew
the medical team treating

Saddam, said the President
had been taking valium as a
tranquiliser during the latter

stages ol that war.
The US commander in the
Gulf, General Norman

Schwarzkopl has said he had
heart reports Saddam had
been taking tranquilisers
morg reccntly,

Saddam’'s absence from the
public eye contracts sharply
with the high profile of his an-
tagonist, George Bush. The US
President has become emo-
tionally involved in the three-
week-old conflict, visiting mil-
itary bases, talking to the me-
dia and branding Saddam a
murderer.

The 53-year-old Iraqi
leader, who has survived sev-
eral assassination attempts,
has always been surrounded by
very tight security. te this
he was highly visible -
out the eight years of the lrag-
Iran war, taking credit for
even minor tactical details.

He was in regular view be-
fore and immediately after the
start of the Allied attack on
January 17 to drive Iraq from
Kuwait.

Iraqi television showed him
in what it said was a January
26 mecling with top political
and military officials planning
last week's attack on the Saudi
border town of Khafji.

The television said he had
visited Basra Province border-
ing Kuwait the following day to
meet field commanders.

-A senior Middle Egst ana-
lyst, Heino Kopletz, said it was
difficult even to begin to spec-
ulate on Saddam'’s activities.

"The bottom line is he s
full of surprises and has

something up his sleeve.”
Kopietz sald in a telephone
interview.

"I would start getting wor-
ried if he doesn't appear by
Monday.”

Don Kerr of the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic
Studies in London suggested
Saddam might be dndglng
from place to place to avoid Al-
lied attacks.

"He may be concer that
hc might be individually tar-
geted and is moving from one
to another of his hideouts to
escape.”

Saddam made one highly
emotional appeal to Iraqis
shortly after war broke out,
uylng the full weight of the
"us " was
down on the country an
promising "the mother of all
battles.”

Kerr, lke other analysts,
said if Saddam remained out of
sight too long. rumours would
undoubtedly start, possibly
even suggesting he was dead. If
such rumours spread through
the Army. Kerr added, it could
easily disintegrate.

The United States has de-
nied specifically targeting
Saddam in its air raids, but
Bush has made it clear "there
would be no sorrow if he was

" not there.”

Fred Halliday, Professor of
International Relations at the
London School of Economics,
suggested he could be lying
low for various reasons.

Stalin used similar tech-
niques during World War Two
as a psychological weapon,
making his reappearances
more dramatic, Halliday
pointed oulL

Allied victory to be dang
for Arab allies : Paris

*There is a very dangcerous
moment coming and that's
when the Iraqi army is de-
feated — and it will be defcated
— which will set of an explo-
sively violent reaction.,” said
one source famillar with gov-
ernment thinking.

Some Arab governments
were not threatened, other
faced degrees of risk, he
added. He named Jordan,
sandwiched between Iraq and

VIENNA, Feb 10 : Iraqi of-
ficials in have been
using satellite telephones Lo

the US Cable News Network

‘{ CNN) and a French
television channel to make
international calls, Austrian
radio pgeported Saturday,
says Reuter.

It sald CNN had barred most
other reporters from using
their satellite telephone in
the Iraqi capital, which is
cut off from normal phone
communications with the
outside world.

But CNN had allowed Iraqi
Information Ministry
officials to use the phone to
call Jordan's capital Amman
to arrange visas for
journalists, the radio said.

it quoted a CNN reporter in

. Peter Arnell, as
saying the US television
station had allowed the calls

€rous

Israel, as the most
cusc.

Allled bombing of Iraqi
roads leading to Jordan, in
which Jordanian tanker truck-
drivers have been killed, may
have worsened the predica-
ment of King Hussein, and
Saudi Arabia's denial of ofl to
Jordan did not take sufficient
accent of Amman's problems.

President Francois Mitter-
rand spelled out France's war

worrying

Iraqi officials using
| CNN satellite phones

as a favour to Iraq.

The report added that a
satellite telephone leflt
behind in a Baghdad hotel
by the French television
channel La Cinq had also
been used by Iraql.

" Late into the evening not only
members of the Information
Ministry but also countless
Iragis, some in uniform,
used the equipment. the
report said.

it added that officials from La
Cinq, who said they had be-
lieved their telephone had
been disconnected earlier.
closed the line immediately
after leamning ol its abuse.

The report said Iraq seemed
keen to maintain contact
with users of satellite
telephones and had given
visas to all journalists with
such equipment.

limits on Thursday, after
telling the nation to brace it-
sell for a hard land battle to
free Kuwait.

lie said, there would be no
French retaliation against Iragi
use of chemical weapons, neo
uuufnuthr pars, no oc-
cupation of Iraq, no peace
'icuhp. ment other than a'nd
by the United Nations.

The United States and Bri-
tain prefer to keep Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein guessing
about how far they would go.
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Phantom indeed

LOS ANCELES Michac! Crawford. who won hcarts on two
continents as the brooding  masked Thantom ol the Opera”
is an cxpensive dale

nmn_nmm

Randa made the highcst bid
auction for the British-born stage actor, getling a date that
inchudes — what clse? — a ticket 1o “Phantom™.

Miss 'hﬂuﬁ:hd-ﬁhlprhhd for a date

with ., afler she saw him al last year's auction”®, said
Nancy Dufford, a for the auction

Crawford siarred in the blockbuster DBritish musical, for
which he won a Tony, for 3 1-2 yoawr before bowing out lnst
April, ciling exhaustion. He returned to the role New Year's
Eve, saying he would stay through the end of March.

A date with KNBC-TV ncws anchor John Deard drew the
scecond- highest bid, 6,000 dollars.

Thursday night's bachclor auction, altended by 8500

women, raiscd 78,800 dollars for Dig Brother of Grealer Los

" Beware ofBritish
intentions: Deng

HONK KONG — Scndor Chincse leader Deng Xianoping has
counselicd Bcljing authoritics to bewarc of Dritish “bad inten-
tons® in the run-up lo 1997, according © a local pro-Beljing
newsmagazine Wide Anglc, rcports AFP.

Mr. De 86 sald the most | t tssucs during the
transitional pcriod was to deter Dritish "bad intentions”
which would lcave long Kong saddicd with a “heavy burden”
allcr it reverts to Chincse rule, the magarine said

Wide Anglc said Mr. Deng — who has ostcensibly retired
from public Hic — made the remarks in a recont meeting
with Communist Party Gencral Secretary Jiang Zemin,
Premier LI Peng and other leaders.

Sino Dritish rclations have been strained over Hong Kong
plans to build a 20-billlon — dollar US airport and port
complex, the Anancing of which would stretch well past

. Calleris scared

SAN ANTONIO — Usually the caller is scarced, scared thal
a loved onc somewhere in Lthe Gull isn't coming home,
reporis AP.

"Il you can’t handlc anyone crying on the phone, this iIs
not the job for you®", sald Sgt. Terrence David O'Brien.

The job is answering the tclephone at the Air Foree ca-
sually hot line. Hot lincs also were set up by Lhe other mili-
tary scrvices o lake calls from relatives and friends of people
scnt to the Gulf War,

The hot line at Kelly Air Force Base openced Jan. 16, the
night the war broke out. More than 43,000. calls have been
logged. The Army said it received 10,000 calls an hour on its
hot line the first day of the war.

The 45 military and civillan operators have computer ac-
cess to casualty information. Caller can lcarn whether a friend
or rclative is listcd by the Air Force as killed, injured,
missing or a prisoncr of war. Immediate [amily members
already would have been notificd.

Often the person the caller asks about is not on one of
those lists.

In the name of goddess

BANGALORE,— Police arresicd 34 girls who tried 0
dedicale themsclves to a llindu goddess under an ancient
praclice that actually drives them to prostitution, an official
said Saturday, reports AP. ;

Five girls were released afler they agreed to marry men
chosen by government officials who then supervised the
weddings, Deputy Commissioner Gollerkeri Gurucharan said.

The arrcsts were made during the last month in Belgaum
district in the southern Karmmalaka state, Gurucharan, the
district’s top administrator, said.

Ih'.' said 42 other persons were arrested for alding

scd dedications o Yellamma, the

ran was intervicwed by telephone Belgaum, 600
kilometers (370 mile) north nl' Bangalore, Karngtaka's
capital.

This was the first crackdown on the dedication sysicm
since il was banncd cight year ago. Those arrcsted are of ages
between 6 and 20 years and face two years in jail with a fine
of 2,000 rupecs (120 dollars) il convigled, Gurucharan said.

Alter the so-called dedications, the girls ecome lo be
known as "scvadasis” or scrvants of god, and are forced into
spinsicrhood, supposcdly in service of God.

Burma to buy $1b
arms from China

BANGKOK. Feb 10: Burma
has agreed to buy arms worth
nearly one billion dollars from
China. one of the few countries
to maintain close ties with

the
ol fire. CGu-

major uprising in 1988 and say
thousands more dissidents
have been jailed since.

To secure income Rlnmun
has tried to improve relations

Rangoon's army government.
diplomats said at the weckend,

reports Reuter.
said the two countries

signed a long-term deal late
last for equipment rang-
ing form jet Mlighters to small
arms. Burma would repay at
least halfl the 900 million dol-
lar debt in rice and wood.

"This deal takes Burma into
the spacc-age. It completely
refurbishes their armed
forces,” one diplomat said.

Since taking power two
years ago the ruling army
council has faced an almost
total block on Western and
Ja aid.

Government accused it of
<illing more than 1,000
vrotesters when it crushed a

with neighbours China ana
Thatland. It has also launched
inicnsive dry season offensives
b di ethnic rebels along
its borders with those coun-
Lries.

Diplomats said Beljing was
one of the few government to
forge closer ties with Rangoon
since the upristng. There has
uprising. re has been a
steady stream ol delegations
between the two capitals.

in the last year China has
given aid for infrastructural

rojects Including a huge

ridge across the Rangoon
river and a satellite earth sta-
tion. Cross border trade has
transformed sleepy lowns in
northerm Burma into rich
commercial centres.
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BEIRUT: Lebanese President Mr Elias E] Harawi receiving Bangladesh Ambassador Mr
MM Rezaul Karim recently in Beirut seated beside them are the Prime Minister of Lebanon
and Honorary Consul of Bangladesh.



