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Another Groyping ?

Although it seems (o be Malaysia which has
taken an active role in [loating the idea for a new
regional alliance, called. the East Asian Economic
Grouping (EAEG), the support for the move ma
be the strongest among countries which are lelt
ouliside the Association ol Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Australia would top the list of such
enthusiasts, followed by New Zealand, while on
the other side ol East Asia, we have both Japan
and South Korea all ready to come in. At one time
or another, during the past two decades. all these
countiries—and even the United States—had
talked aboul bringing logether countries of the
Pacific basin within a new framework of co-
operation in such areas as trade, commerce and
investment.

At this stage, it is hardly possible to answer all
the questions about the proposed grouping, not
even about its membership. Malaysia which
recently senl its energetic Minister for Trade and
Industry, Raflidah Aziz on an exploratory mission
within the region would obviously 'seek a
consensus aboul ils membership, objective,
struclure and, most important of all. whether or
not the alliance should be concerned about
matters ol regional security. Again, should the
new proposed grouping be an extension of
ASEAN or be an entirely new body ?

Countries like Australia, New Zealand, South
Korea and Japan, would welcome membership of
a grouping that strengthens their links with
Southeast Asia, although one wonders if Japan
needs any additional link or framework to
maintain ils thrust in the ASEAN region.
However, [rom the point of view ol Southeast
Asian countries, it may be useful to bring Japan
into a collective framework and thus put a curb
on her unilateral decision-making process.
Finally, what about China ? Is she in or out ?

- Even belore all the details of the proposed
grouping have been sorted out, the idea of the
new alliance may well be attractive to a number of
Easl Asian nations. But how does it look to others
in the continent, especially to South Asia. While it
is still early to answer this question, some initial
misgivings deserve to be aired. It is obvious that
the East Asian countries want to increase their
collective bargaining power with the forthcoming
single integraled Europeéan market or perhaps
even with Japan assuring it is kept out of the
grouping. On the face of it. there is nothing
wrong with this approach. However, isn't there a
danger thal the new proposed grouping may itself
become inward ., selling up new barriers
to [ree trade within the continent ?.If this comes
to be the case, countries in South Asia would
certainly look at the new grouping with a lot of
' uneasiness.

Again, there would be many experts within

Southeast Asia who might wonder il EAEG will
succeed where ASEAN has failed. For instance,

will the new grouping be more action-oriented
than the 25-year old alliance ? Can it stimulate
joint industrial ventures among the countries,
whose blueprints have been gathering dust in the
ASEAN's secretariat ? There are also some vague
talks about the new proposed grouping being
concerned aboul regional security. Let us hope
that these talks do not lead to a proposal for a
military alliance—an anachronism in the present-
day world—which provides one last chance to the
Uniled States o keep its strong presence in this
region.

A Matter of Taste Only ?

Photographs of sweethearts were a part ol
standard war gear for the soldiers that fought the
two world wars earlier this century. That
continued to be so in the many local wars that
followed. The staying power of that particular
kind of remembrance is easy to explain. Rahmat,
the Kabuliwallah, carried. in the absence of a
photograph of his child, the chafly print of his
daughter's palm. The psychology is the same.
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The capital of Iraq. by
night, was reminiscent of any
wealthy European city. Drinks

engaged in merry making
seemingly unconcerned about
the war ‘that would be.
Undeterred by the deadline .
the crisis did not prevent the
Iraqis from even tying the nup-
tial bonds. | was present on
one such occasion in a posh
hotel a couple of days before
the deadline. One of the guests
said: "We know that we are sit-
ting on an active volcano which
may erupt any moment but
then even life should con-
tinue." A few days earlier, the
Iraqis attended the annual
Army Day celebration on 7
January. All the hotels and
restaurants were jampacked
with soldiers, their wives and
girliriends driving and danc-
ing. "We can dance with a bul-
let in our leg” said an army of-
ficer. At the party and some-
times at discotheques and
night clubs women outnum-

bered men by 2 to 1. A fair ra-

tio considering the eight years
of war with Iran in which Iraq
lost more than a million young
men.

Although drinks and locally
produced beers were in abun-

dance, the Iragis were running
short of food, Diplomats said
they had been “conditioned” by
the ecight-year-long war with
iran to hoard and live with
scarcities. Their shelves were
full of electronics, fancy brand-
named clothing and watches,
all allegedly looted from the
stores in the occupted Kuwait.
some of them with Kuwaiti

price tags still dangling from
them.

There was also panic buying
supermarkets were jammed with cus

seemed to have taken war
part of life. That seemed to be
the worst part — the lragis
learning to live with an unend-

ing war.

The panic seemed particu-
larly pronounced among the
last remaining members of the
expatriate community and the
diplomatic corps. Overnight a
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mﬂmpcﬂhthrm
price index. He has o work for
18 hours a day to earn lvel-
nine-member

esscntial commodities rangcs

region looks after the sand set- form 10 to 100 times of what

W

nervousness...... They seemed to have taken war as part of life.

In Iraq. there was also
panic buying among the gen-
eral public. As the hours ticked
away towards the deadline. su-
permarkets were jammed with
customers. They scurried be-
Iween shelves picking up
canned food and mineral water
cartons. Many of them were
stocking up for several wecks.
As much in demand as food-
stull were masking tape to in-
sulate windowpanes from the
sonic booms of supersonic jets.
Similar was the demand for
rechargeable batleries, pocket

radios and jerry cans. Even as
they prepared for the war

dozen embassies had closed
down and the others were in
the process of locking their
gates. Two diplomats and eight
other stafl of the Bangladesh
embassy left for Amman on 13
January. The flights to Amman,
as Jordan was the only country
which kept its air space open
for Iraqi atrcraft, were packed.

Moving out also was Joseph
Wilson, the American Acting
Ambassador, who had claimed

only a day earlier that he felt
“periectly safe”. So safe that he
had not even removed the pic-
tures and paintings from his

tles, he will come out a win-
ner,

President Bush reh' rted.
the war will go ahead whatever
be the cost.

But with the economie
sanctions sprawling fts thaws
in the desert the Iragis were
really in trouble. Shortage of

- food was one consequence. A

customs oflicial noted, “You
may trust the Iraqgis with a
chunk of gold but cannot rely
on them when it comes to
food.” On the Iraqi Airways
flight, tea was served without

sugar. The airhostess apologet-

they prepared for the war there was no sign of
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was before August 2. 1990,
when Saddam decided 10
the 19th

province of lraq. Price of
wheat and flour, the Iragis’
staple food, shot up by 100
times and sugar 40 tumes.

There was, however, no
dearth of meat and vegetables.

Frightened as they are by
the wrath of Saddam's regime
the lragis are not free to ex-
press their opinion. “Neither
do they wilfully remember the
ravages of the costly war with
Iran,” said a diplomat. They

make Kuwalt
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that the majority population
fears and despises the pre

dictatorship. Saddam's 1

tartan rule and the harsh
penalties meted out 10 any
manifestation of oppesition
it have left the lrngis In a state
of resigned acquiescence.
This. in contrast. reminds onc
the spirtted defiance of (heoe
who fought so courageously for
national Mberation and ~ocial

justice only a few decades ago.

The eight-year-long war
with lran s a bad dream for
the Iragqis. Hundreds of crip
ples of the war walked through
the streets of Baghdad bu! for
eign journalists would not be
allowed to talk o them. Afer
the war, Saddam built an arch.
with two swords held in his
(Saddam's) fists. in Baghdad at
a cost of Thk. 24.4]1 crom
equivalent. The arms rest on
hundreds of helmets of dead
Iraqi soldiers and were
planned to represent the Iraqgs
prisoners ol war (POWSs) killed
by the irantans. Now, Saddam's
administration Is desperately
wooing lran and Iragl officials
plead with peopie not to even
mention the story.

The writer is an Assistant
Editor of the Dhaka Courter
He has just returmed from a
trip to Iraq and occupied

avoid political discussions with  Kuuoait

llegal Drugs Afire In Burma

Min Thu writes from Rangoon

n just nine months, close
to US $2 billion worth of
illicit drugs were burned
by the government, from
February to November last

year.

Last Nov. 26 some US
$398.768 million worth of
seized drugs— including
heroin, opium and hashish—
were pul to the torch. Just
four days earlier, three drug
refineries in the jungle worth
US $580 million were also set
on fire. |

Burma started its latest
drug-burning campaign in
February. Over US $18 million
worth of seized drugs were
publicly destroyed. This was
followed by the burning of US
$503.91 million worth of ille-

gal drugs last April.

The biggest haul of US
$580 million followed the
"liberation” of Burma's Kokang
area [rom communist rebels
who have dominated the area
for two decades. Kokang is lo-
cated in the eastern Shan
-states bordering China.

Until the Kokanese ejected
them in 1989, the communists
forced the villagers to cultivate
opium. By 1970, opium grow-
ing was in full swing.

The lucrative but illicit
trade flourished as the
Burmese communist Party al-
lowed its troops to engage in

drug refining and trafficking to
raise much needed funds.

Fol their liberation,
the Kokanese searched and
destroyed the three refineries
and four barracks filled with
opium, heroin and other
chemicals.

Destroyed were 110 kilos of

ated development programmes
in remote areas, especially
border communities where
poppy was grown. The gov-
ernment expects that total
eradication ol poppies and
other drugs would be achieved
gradually.

Burma has spent seme US

stock raising were made avail-
able to the villagers at half
price. Mini-hydroelectrie
power stalions were con-
structed wherever feasible.

The initiative shown by the

newly awakened populace of
Kokang was seen as an indica-

Until they were ejected, the communists forced villagers

to grow opium
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heroin worth about US $264
million, 147 kilos ol morphine
worth US $235 million, and
97.98 kilos of opium worth US
$117,5676. Also destroyed were
496 litres of liquid opium,
chemicals and paraphernalia.

The recent burnings repre-
sented major victories for the
Burmese government which
has pursued a national drug
abuse control campaign since
1974 when a stiff drugs law

was enacted.

Burma in recent years has
put in place a two-pronged
drug control policy, according
to police Col. Ngwe See Tun,
secretary of the Drug Abuse
Control Central Committee.

In addition to law enforce-
ment. the government fniti-

$26 million for its border de-
velopment activities in the last
two years. A lotal of 46 town-
ships in the four states of Chin,
Kechin, Shan and Arakan and
one division of Sagaing were
covered by the programme,

Roads, bridges. schools and
hospitals were built while wa-
ter and electricity were pro-
vided. Local people were
trained in agriculture and live-
stock breeding as alternatives

to poppy-growing.

The crop substitution has so
far covered some 140,000
acres, governrhent officials say:
The alternative crops are cof-
fee, tea. oranges, apples, ly-
chees, and rubber.

Seeds and fertiliscrs were
given free. Animals for live-

tion of the success of the bor-
der development policy.

Kokang fitself has an-
nounced the launching of its
own six-year plan to control
poppy and drugs production in
a community where some
115,000 people, about 75 per
cent of the total population,

were engaged in poppy grow-
ing.

Kokang leader Phon Kyar-
shin, who said there were no
morphine nor heroin in his
community until the commu-
nists introduced them. an-
nounced that in the first year
of the six-year programme,
some [,500 acres of poppy
plantation are expected to be
destroyed.

Crop substitution will be

introduced to help 2,800 cul-
tivators who will be affected by
the destruction of the poppy
plantations spread in 14 vil-

lages.

in the programme's second
year, another 2,500 acres of
poppy plantations are going to
be destroyed. Suitable ar-
rangements to help some
6.200 cultivators from 25 vil-
lages will be made.

Since Burma launched f{ts
drug abuse control drive, some
200,000 acres of poppy planta-
tions have been destroyed.

This prevented the rclease
into the market of an esti-
mated 933 tons of opium. Crop
substitution has been initiated
in about 140,000 acres.

As a result of Kokang's ini-
tiative, the government will
make it a model area: Assis-
tance has been promised to
ensure the success of its six -
year drug control plan.

The recent drug burnings
were witnessed not only by
national and local Burmese of-
fictals but also by representa-
tives of the United Nations and
the Drug Enforcement Agency
of the United States. Chinese
criminal investigation and drug
abuse control offlicials also at-
tended the Kokang burning. —

Depthnews Asia

Help the Korean
Thaw

While Cold War [rost still

chills US diplomacy in Korca,
Japan and North Koreca have
begun breaking the jce. Their
first round ol talks on normal-
izing relations ended inconclu-
sively, but North Korca's new
Nexibility offers promise when
talks resume next month.

Washinglon now nceds lj

follow Tokyo's lead, establish-
ing lics with the North and
scaling down its military exer-
cises and nuclcar arscnal in
Korca.
The Japan-North Korca
talks arc the latest warming
sign in northeast Asian diplo-
macy. Last Scpiember, South
Korca opened full diplomatic
rclations with the Seviet
Unfon. A month later it signed
a commercial trealy with
China. Now North Korca is
rcaching out.

Two dillerences are holding
up lics between Tokyo and Py-
ongyang. Japan has formally
apologized for its brutal colo-
nial domination from 1910
until 1945. Bul Neorth Korca is
sccking 810 billlon In com-
pensation. That would cover
both the 35 years of prewar
colonial rule and the posiwar
cra. Japan justly maintains that
any scitlement be limited to
the North's damage claims

Bul time [lies and the world changes. So do
[ads and lashions, obsessions and fixations. In the

from colonial rule.
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A sccond diflferenee is that

case of [ighting men while the photo stays on,
some new ilems are there. Indicaling possibly a
change in the soldiers atltitude to war. Echoes of
Rahmat's treasured palm-print can be found in
many a soldier's keeping locks of his children's
hair—so reminiscent of the [ictionalised father of
the great Irasmus, Gerard who. in Charles
Reades’ the cloister and the Hearth, keeps
hidden close to his bosom a lock from his beloved
Margaret's hair, becomes an ascelic guest of
clergymen after losing her—his trace to be found
only on his death. But the other kind of
remembrances found on the American troops in
the Gulf speech distinctly of newer kind of taste.
‘Panties of girl friends back home—what was
the name of that perversion? Bul perhaps they
don't anymore call such-like by that old value—
loaded word in the world come to be at peace
with sodomy and lesbianism ennobled by, to
choose [rom only one world. Rock Hudson and
Vannessa Redgrave. And there are teddy bears too
adding novelly to the soldier's haversack. |
Then comes a disquieting item. The Ace of
Spade. Kept up inside the helmet. For what ? As a
token ol every Iraqi soldiers killed by the hero
come [rom across the oceans. James, 24, of
Atlanta, has five of them. They are for work, he
says. "I am a killer", he proclaims. "We are
"~ supposed Lo tuck those aces behind their ears.,"

he elaborates. In another platoon the privates.

have a slogan on top of the ace: Died like the pig

Wars cannot be waged without the
participants—on both sides— ylelding to some
degree of psychosis. But to go to one all set to kill
personally—and kill persons calling them pigs
months before and thousands of miles away from
the engagement cannot but be disturbing. Mai Lai
was denounced only aflter it was perpetrated.
Here is advance notice of Mai Lai —maybe worse
—and no one seems to care. Shall we ery for that
old-fashioned word —humanity ? Hold it, they say
they are [ighting a principled and just war—
pe:{ﬂps all for humanity.

_I;tters for

publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

IPseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

address.

Biman fare

Sir. Recenlly there was a
news ilem in the papers
regarding further increase
of fare in the domestic
route of Biman. The inter-
nal fare is already too high
for people of middle class.
Alter the new hike, I am
afraid they would hardly
use this means of travelling
anymore.

With the economy in a
stale vis-a-vis with the Gulf
War, and general recession
all around, it is difficult to
go through the everyday
necessities of life sm-
oothly. There must be some
relief instilled by those who
can, il possible;: and no-
thing that might act as

It is trué that many do
not travel by air. But what

happens when there is an
emergency ?

Will the authorities pl-
ease see Lhe problem [rom
this angle? Then Lthere may
arise Lthe question of su-
bsidy. but why not also
auslerily.

Rahat Yasmin,
Airport Road, Jessore,
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The UN and Iraq

Sir, It is actually a battle
between Iraq and UN, even
though a number of coun-
tries led by the US have
been engaged in the
Operation Desert Storm.

The UN resorted to mili-

tary capability as an effort
lo enforce its resolutions
ordering Iraq to pull out of

Kuwait by Jan 15, 1991
which Iraq defied.
However, the military

actions of the US led multi-

national forces appear to
lack adequate strength to
"get Iraq out of Kuwait"
within the foreseeable fu-
lure. In fact, the uncom-
promising position of Iraq
has rather attained appre-
ciable moral supports from
Islamic as well as anti-US
sentiments worldwide,
From the present devel-

opment, some queries may

provoke an observer's
thoughts such as ; why the
UN did not expel Iraq
from the world in the
first place; why the UN did
not find a way to resolve
the issue with Iraq at a
table; why the UN sanc-
tions against Iraq did not

succeed; why the UN djd
nol have an effective aller-
native to war; why less
than a dozen countries have
taken part in the direct
military manoeuvres of the
UN: why these military op-
erations have been com-
manded from Saudi Arabia
only and by Lhe name of
Allied Forces instead of UN
Force; why other countries
including USSR, Germany,
Japan and China did not
dispatch their troops lo
comprise the UN Force;
what if the use of military
power fails to produce de-
sired results; does every-
thing pursued to date
uphold the civilized values?

As of now, all the calcu-
lations and speculations on
when and how Kuwait will
be freed remain to be real,
since the fate of Kuwait still
hangs in balance.

M. Rahman,
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh.

Mm.

Sir, It is indeed a very
uselul endeavour, to have a
book fair, every time during
the month of February, the
month of months to us.

The occasion not only
gives a chance to new writ-
ers lo have Lheir books
published, but also gives an
opportunity to book lovers
to have a glimpse of new
books, so many of them to-
gether and at a time |

the fair will continue to be
bigger than the previous,
and improve qualitlatively.
Hopefully the number of
visitors to the fair is in-
creasing. And | feel there
can be more such f[airs.
Young and old alike would
enjoy then.

It has also become a tra-
dition and part of our
Ekushey February pro-
grammes. This provides a
remembrance to tLhe
solemn memory of the
great language martyrs and
unique encouragement to
new and young wrilers and

poels.

Shamim Ahmed,

Tangail.

Sir, | have gone through
your weekly column ‘My

World' devoted to the.

memories of late Abdus
Salam, a veteran journalist
of the subcontinent.

Thanks for wunveiling
many aspects of his life
which were hitherto un-
known to many a reader.
Late Abdus always
tried to show intrepidity in
all his actions.

While newspaper |is
called the mirror of the so-
ciety, it is, therefore the
moral obligation of every
journalist to follow the

ideals set forth by Mr.
Salam. What is
nece is that every

to shun the path of petty
affiliation for a 'party’ of his
choice. In this regard, we
are very glad to know that
late Mr. Salam was head
and heart a i, not a
mentor of any political

We feel relieved of a sti-
fling situation after the
ouster of Ershad regime.
So, the nation has more
expectation than before’
from journalists in the
wake of changed circum-
stances. Hope they would
always endeavour to serve
the nation with a mighty
pen like that of late Abdus
Salam. Then alone his soul
can resi in peace.

Md. Atiqul Karim
Zigatala, Dhaka.

Digging of roads

Sir, Constructing and

paving roads is expensive
and time consuming. Why
then they persist in digging
holes in the middle of the
thoroughfares in order to
plant posts to erect arches
and hang banners, etc.
Digging up functional
roads is hardly setting up of

good example to the

towards the country's de-
ve Let us innovale
some novel ways Lthat might
speak mu‘:; civic 'r;'
sponsibility serve

purpose not in a lesser de-

gree.
Parveen Rahman
Dhanmondi

We hope that each year, journalist should endeavour Dhaka

Tokyo has gone along with
Washinglon in insisting 1
Pyongyang open its nuclear
cilitics to international ins
tion. Pyongyang signed the Nu-
clecar Nonprolifcration Trealy
in 1985, bul it resents having
its nuclcar facilitics singled out
while the 40,000 U. S. troops
on the Peninsula keep nuclear
arms. .

Washington could meet Py-
ongyang's concerns by begin-
ning to withdraw its nueclear
weapons. It could also reduec
the seale and frequency of mil-
itary excrcises in the arca.
That would encourage Neorth
Korea to lc lension-re-
ducing arms curbs with the
South.

New flexibility in Pyengyang
may make that casier, Earlicr,
Kim Il Sung said a U. S. with-
drawal could be followed by
culs to 100,000 troops on bolh
sidcs, butl Seoul wants conli-
dence building before culs.
Now, however, Mr. Kim no
longer insists thal U.S. forces

be withdrawn before he nego-
tiates with Scoul. And he is
willing to accept conlidence-
building measurcs.

The sheer size ol lorees onf
bpth sides (750,000 in the
Soulh, a million in ‘the North)
is troubling, as is their concen-
tration near the North-Seuth
dividing line. These concerns
could be eased by cuts in tanks
and armored vehicles, |imits
on military exerciscs and a hot
line, In case, 'ditl
should ::II to end this last
wd'w. vestige of the Cold

—The New York Times



