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A decision that |

cost the country

Tk two cr more |

By Staff Correspondent

The government of ousted
President Ershad incurred a

lose of about taka two crore
just for its changing the site of
a proposed power plant in

According to reliable sour-
ces the then Energy Minister
Ziauddin Ahmed influenced
the change o serve his own
political interests.

The Ershad government
had decided to set a 210

megawatt power plant in
Chi and arrangements
mﬁt complete for the
installation of the plant at a
site on the banks ol the River
Karmaphuli. But due to the in-
fluence exhorted by Ziauddin
Ahmed the government de-
cided to shift the site of the
lant to Rauzan, Zeauddin's

me. This hasty change of

site cost the Ershad govern-
ment about taka two crores.,

The source also alleged that
the for the installa-
tion of the sixth unit of
Ghorasal Power Plant with the
Soviet Union ecould not be
reached a memoran-
dum of understanding was
signed in 1987 due to the cor-
rupt practices of the Ershad

government.

Pak minister
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Allah Yar Khan and Mustala
Kamal Kaxi, Dircegtor General
at the Ministry of Forcign Al-
fairs. -

The Pak Minister will lcad
his country's side at the formal
talks At the Foreign Ministry

here and the Bangladesh team |

will be headed by Fakhruddin
Ahmod.

Shibir-BCL clash
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Police on duty remained in-
active during the clash.

Sporadic clashes occurred
in different places of the city
including Kadamtali Station
Road and New Market areas
following the Agrabad incident

Police were deployed at dif- |

ferent points afier the clash.
None was arrested.

Shibir alleged that Chhatra

¢ workers attacked its

procecssion t out in con-
nection with its founding an-
niversary. Chhatra League and
Awami League workers alleged
that Shibir processonist burnt
AL election camps and symbols
without any provocation. Local
leaders of both Awami Leaguc
and Jamaat-e-Islami blamed
onc another for Lrying to jeop
ardise the fortheoming elec-
tons.

Chhatra Shibir leaders in a
Press conference at Chittagong
Press Club blamed Chhatra
League for the clash. They de-
mandcd arrest of the persons
responsiblc for the incident
within 24 hours.

APSU
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Milon and Jatiya Chhatra Lea-
gue WCL) General Secretary
SM Kamal Hossain addressed
the rally.

An APSU |leader on

anonymity told .the Daily Star

that no lathi (stick) would be
carried by the processonists.
The APSU workers have been
asked not to be violent.

But another APSU leader
told that sticks would be car-
ried by the
they would parade the city
strects instead of marching
towards Gulshan.

Ershad deserves
praise : Mizan

Acting Jatiya Party
Chairman Mizanur Rahman

Chowdhury said Saturday ex-
President Ershad deserved
congratulations for transfer-
ring power constitutionally for
the first time in the history of
post-independence
Bangladesh. reports BSS.
Talking to the representa-
tives of Jatiya Bhasa and
Sanskritik Parishad at Gulshan,
Mr. Chowdhury apprehended
that if the former President
has to suffer harassment, and
sentence and is involved in
false cases none will dare to
transfer power constitutionally

in future.
. The JP Acting Chairman

further said Ershad was not
only the President but also a
established statesman. As all
the qualitics of a successful
statesmen are present in
Ershad he had voluntarily
stepped aside from the
Government for ending anar-

chy and indiscipline, he added.

nists and |

Whose
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was formed by the b-party al-
Mance and seven components
of 8-party with a deciston to
use sickle as common symbol.

The short-lived GOJ had
even finalised adjustment of
118 seats among its candidates
when Bangladesh Awami

in a dramatic move of-

36 seats to the break-

away nts of 8-party.

But by then many candidates

had withdrawn in favour of

'GOJ’ candidates who got the
sickle symbol.

Those candidates who got
offer of adjustment from
Awami League quickly changed
their symbols to ‘boat’. The
alone exception was Profl.
Muzaflar Ahmed of NAP (M)
who remained firm to fight
with his party symbol 'hut’.

The confusion was such that
Communist Party's General
Sccretary Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik got the ‘boat’ while CPB
scceretariat member Mujahidul
Islam Selim retained 'sickle’
cven though their party symbol
is 'star’. |

Candidates of some compo-
nents of B-party are using
three symbols--boat, ‘sickle’

Al their respective  party

sickle?

symbols. and componcnis of
the 5-party alllance are using
stckle’ and their respeoctive
party symbols.

The Election Commission
source said they have sent
iclexes to Returning
Officers to lp determine
how many candidates are using
'sickle’ and which parties do

thz\::um represent.
ty-one out of 90

symbols have not nominated

any candidate for the election. |

The parties are :
Samajik

Bangladesh
Zehad Party.
Ban sh Islamic Republican
Party, Jatiya
Krishak Sramik Party (Sulai-
man). United Peoples Party,
Bangladesh J
Dal, Naya Ganatantrik Jatiya

Party. Bangladesh Republican |

Party, Jatiya Ganatantri Dal,
Bangladesh Jatiya League,

Gana Azadi League |
(Samad), Jatiya Palli Dal,
Krishak Sramik (Aztzul

Huq Sahahjahan), Otkya Pra-

kriya, Jatiya Biplabi Party, Sat |

Daliya Sangrami Jote,
tangladesh Khadem Party
Zindabad, h Sarba-
hara Party, Muslim Peoples
Purty. and Samata Party.

polit- |
ical parties which had sought

Islamic Dal, |

natantrik

Abbas Ali Khan
hurt in road
mishap
By Staff Correspondent

Acting Ameer of Jamate-e-
islami Abbas Al
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Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a campaign rally at New Market on Saturday.
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“The situation in the Gulf is
becoming more alarming and
dramatic ...the number of vic-
tims is multiplying and among
them arc members of the civil-
fan population.,” Gorbachev
said

Some conservatives have
criticised Moscow’'s Gulf policy
for being too similar to that of
the United States and say the
Soviet leadership should not
have supported an attack on a
former ally.

This week the communist
party's central committee
urged the Soviet leadership to
do all it could to help end the
War.
Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein sent a reply to a peace
initiative by neutral Iran today
as President George Bush's two
top military advisers visited
the Gull war zonc lo discuss
the 1iming ol a ground ullen-
sive.

Iraqi Deputy Primec Minister
Saadoun Hammadi, who visited
Iran a week ago and took home
a message [rom. President Alf
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on
ways of ending the Gulf war,
returned with the Saddam's
answer today. He crossed over-
land from Iraq at the Khosravi
border cross

Iran, which fought Iraq

Critical Gorbachev

from 1980-1988, has given no
details of its suggestions but
Washington has reacted coo
to a possible Iranjan peace bid.

Hammadi said on arrival
Saddam had carefully studied
Iran's proposals and "l am car-
rying a written answer.”

As he travelled to Tehran,
Iraq's Dcelfecnce Ministry news-

paper Al-Qadisiya said the
massive uair bombardment
maintained by the United
States and its Allles since the
war began on January 17 had
not shaken Iraq's confidence
in victory.

"The fact that they try to
ignore is that the air raids they
launched on Iraq during the
past days have not weakened
the capability of the Iraqis to
confront and inflict destruc-

tion on cnemy forces." it said
in an editorial.

The United Nations Secu-
rity Council decided on Friday
to hold a formal mecting on
the Gulf war with the United
States and Britain advocating
the session be held behind
closed doors, a procedure not
used for 15 years,

Pak Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif says the presence of
11,000 Pakistani troops in the
Gulf doesn’t detract from his
mission to find a diplomatic
end to a war

Boro output bleak
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impossible during the months
up to June because most pro-
curements were normally
madc after Aman-harvesting
starting from mid-November.

Official sources said the
overall situation until January
showed no major dislocations
in the external sector even
after the Gulf crisis that began
in early August. Remittances
were still up in January and
stood at 60 million Dollars
compared with a monthly av-
erage of 55 million Dollars.
Higher receipts were because
nanicky wagec-earners in the
Gulf sent man money home
after the war broke out.

Export earnings totalled
868 million Dollars between
July and January and were only
17 million Dollar short of the
target for the . A much
higher shortfall was antici-
pated earlfer.

Covernment tax receipts
particularly those collected by
National Board of Revenue
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"and sales

(NBR] were also only six per
cent lower than the target in
the first half of fiscal 1990-91,
The shortfall was mainly in
excise duly collections.

But the sources said the
economic situation would be
under strains in next two or
three months. There are al-
ready quite a number of dis-
turbing signals. The opening of
import Letters of Credit (LCs)
has slowed down in recent
months. Total LC openings
were for Taka 5901 crore in
the first halfl of 1990-91 com-
pared with Taka 6132 crore in
the corresponding period last
vear. Import stacks will lower
collections of customs duty
tax, in coming
months the sources added.

They pointed out that pub-
lic development expenditures
up to January stood at only 40
per cent of the Annual
Development Programme of
Taka 5668 crore for 1990-91.
The implementation shortfall
will adversely affect project aid
disbursements. ,

Mdreover, the overall gov-
ernment revenue recel in
the current fiscal year will also
be affected because of financial
problems of public sector cor-

and lower profits by
the - nationalised commercial
banks. Non-tax revenue earn-
ings from these two sources
constitute 26 per cent of total
annual receipts.

[
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Khaleda
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she dielared assuring that her
party will discuss different
pivblems of the minority
groups for their solution.

The BNP believed in har-
mony of all faiths and freedom
of free practise of all religions.
Khaleda said.

She said, il elected, her
party will ensure five basic
neceds of the people, set up
new industries in private sec-
tor, encourage foreign In-
vestment and revive all its de-
velopment programmes.

m Zia said a wave has
been created in favour of sheafl
of paddy, her party’'s election

symbol, I:hr:#wut the ‘coun-
try and u the people to
elect BNP nomineces for
strengthening the hands of

nationalist Enruel

Mishap at N-plant
in Japan

TOKYO, Feb 9: An em:r-
gency cooling system shut
down a nuclear reactor after
abnormal levels of radioactivity
were detected at Mihama
Nuclear Power Plant in Fukui

in western Japan Sa . of-
ficials said . No to the
environment from the acci-

dent was immediately appar-
ent at Kansai Electric Power
Company's Mihama plant, 220
miles (350 kilometers) west of
Tokyo, the Ministry of
International Trade and

Industry said, reports AP,

AL protests
BNP remarks

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Awami League
has protested the statement of

Ahmed Nazir, Press Secretary
to BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zin. ;

Awami League Publicity
Secretary Mohammed  Nasim
in the protest said the allega-
tions made by Nazir nst
Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina were baseless. He said
it was a vile attempt to mislead
the people.

Nasim said BNP was violat-
ing the code of conduct

framed by the Election
Commission.

He said Ziaur Rahman reha-
bilitated the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib by
providing them services
abroad.

Awami ¢ Publicity
Secretary said it was late

President Zia who rehabili-
tated the anti-liberation ele-
ments including Golam Azam,
Shah Aziz and Moulana
Mannan.

He said Begum Zia spent
the whole period of Hberation
war in Cantonment o
Pakistan Army. He hoped that
the people would not be mis-
lead by the malicious propa-

| ganda.
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to Nepal in 1990-91.
tract was for 30.000
. The rest of the twenty
thousand tnn-fmmdh by the
contract are to
e + exported by
Kathmandu is reported o
have recently requested Dhaka
to expeditc the deliveries of
feruilizer.

:
§

Urea stocks at factories of
Hangladesh Chemical Indust-
ries Corporation (BCIC) stood
at 1.50 lakh tons and thosc
with Bangladesh Agric-ultural
Development Corporation (BA-
DC)., at about 36200 toms,
g@ving & total of ).86 lakh tons
as on January 28, 199].

Domestic sales of urca In
the first seven months of fiseal
1990-91 amounted to 7.21
lakh tons. The revised annual

for sales in 1990-91 s
14.50 lakh tons. Total sales ol
all types of fertilizer for the
year are programmed under
the revised target at 22.08
lakh tons.

The rehabilitation work of
Ghorasal Fertilizer Factory to
start on March 1. This will
lead to of ne-
tion at the for about
one and a hall month to two
months.

The Ministry of Agrienlture
is in favour of a cautious ap-
proach Lo any export sales o
urca beeause of this.

Zia, Ershad govts
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sche Bangabandhu had
the responsibiliy
for rebuilding the waur-torn
cou within a short period

of three and a halfl years, she
added.

She said Awami League
ncver gave false assurances to
people and that was why

Eh.n:bnrl:lhu told them "l shall
not be able to give you anything
for years". Inspite of
that, ng this period Awami

League had rchabtlitated one
crore refugees, built houses for
two crore shelteriess people,
established 11,000 primary
schools, appointed 44,000
primary school teachers, na-
tionalised the jobs of all pri-
mary teachers, set up
madrasah board, and realiscd
the United Nations and the

sation of Islamic Coun-
tries (OIC)] memberships for

Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina said in 1972
the World Bank had appre-
hended that two crore people
would die of famine but Banga-
Landhu successfully faced anl
resisted that sftuation. :

A UNB report from Siraj-
gan| says: Awami League leader
Sheikh Hasina today urged the
caretaker government to free
the country from illegal arms
m_El take sicps cnsuring fair

excrcise of franchisc in the

eoming polls.
Haul up tllegal arms and

ereale conditions to enable the

ek rtlorate 1o vole for candi-
dates of their own choice.” she
said while addressing an clec-
tion mecting of her party at
Kazipura U headquaricrs.

llasina hit out at her party's
main rival in the ensuing par-
Hament clection, saying that
during the BNP regime, the
couniry was in the grip of
widespread corruption com-
mitted by Zia's ministers. “This
was evident from Sattar's con-
fession that paved the way for
takeover by Ershad,” she said.
apparently in reply to BNP
chicf Begum Zia's criticism
that Awami Leaguc helped in
scizure of power in 1982.

Hasina also blamed latc
President Ziaur Rahman for
the killing of four national
leaders on Nov 3,1975 which,
she said. brought Zia to power.

Sheikh Hasina also ad
dressed several public mcet-
ings and a sertes of wayside
gatherings at different placcs
of the district, including Baga-
bati High School in Sadar
Upazila and Dhangara High
School at Royganj Upazila.

The election meeting at
Kazipur Upazila was presided
over by local Awami League
leader Abdul Quddus
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79 per cent Americans for war

NEW YORK. Feb 9 A solid majority of Americans
the Gull war even though most a
casualties if a ground war takes ., &
showed. The poll commissioned by Time
News Network said 79 per cent of

casualties in a land war to be in the thousands or ens of thou-

dailies quoted Alan

my day a sympathiser.” the Chicago
Stmpson.

of the western state of

tions between native Sindhis and non-Sindhis at Sukkur
town. 320 km (200 miles) northeast of the provincial capiial
Karachi, they said, reports Reuter

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 9: Myanmar complained to the
United Nations on Friday that members of the European
mmurﬂ? grﬂﬂﬂ:l in calling it by its former name, Burma,

t

instead o
1989, reports Reuler,

Union of Myanmar. officlally adopted in June

Cholera epidemic in Peru

LIMA, Feb 9: A cholera epidemic that has killed 30 people
this week in Peru could become a national catast

kill 10.000 people in the next two months, diplomats said on
Friday. quoting the licalth Minisier. Spread by poor sanfla-

and

tion., cholera could strike about 200.000 Peruvians aller

reporis Reuter.

erupting in the northern port city of Chimbote last weekned,

Truck kills 13 in a Thai cafe

BANGKOK. Feb 9: Thirteen people were killed. most bf
them youth gathered round a jukebox, when a Jorry

into a cale near Kalasin in northeast Thatland. police

o

day. The lorry had swerved off the highway on Thursday night
to avoid a public Minibus, reports Reuter.

Rally for the missing

COLOMBO, Feb 9: Sri Lankan women are planni
rally in Colombo later this month to press for an

a miss
tal v

quiry into the [ate of thousands of sons and husbands who dis-
appcared when the government crushed a leflt-wing rebellion, -

reports Reuter,

Ex-ministers
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and Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu.
However, no action has so far
bern taken against Sardar Am-
jad Hossain and Abdul Galfar,
The four former ministers who
have surrendered or have been
arrested are Sheikh Shahidul
Islam. Kazi Firoz Rashid, Ruhul

Amin Hawladar and Zafar
Imam.

The order of the govern-
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A girl sits among debris of what was her house at Chawatra village in Pakistan's Northwest

R i et OB o
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Frontier Province destroyed by an earthquake.

Ground war timin
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take revenge
and Iragi " :

*Our launchers returned
safely to base after launching a
destructive strike ., he added.

Allied aircraft carried out

250 air raids against Iraqi
civilian and other ts on
Friday night and Saturday
moming, spokesman said,

He gave no details on dam-
age or casualties, but sajd some
of the raids, “violated our east-
ern border,” an apparent rel-
erence to Iran.

Tehran, has denied previ-

ous Iragl charges that fts
airspace was un:r by the Allied
planes. &

Call to Saudis

Iraq's state-run radio has
urged Saudi Arabia’s Muslim
pulation to reveoit, strike at

S interests and “kill those
who betrayed you.”

. A commentary, monitored
by the British Broadcasting
Corporation. said that King
Fahd had betrayed Muslim
shrines in Saudi Arabla and
that the time had come for
revolution and Jihad (hely

war).
8 Iraqis surrender
Reuter reports: Two Iraqi

for Palestinian #

officers drove into Saudi Arabia
Saturday with their Japanese-
made all-terrain vehicle flying
a pair of white underpants as a
Nag of surrender.

Senior US military sources
said about 600 Iraqi tanks and
more than 400 artillery pieces
had been knocked out in the
air war, re ting about 11
per cent of Iraq's estimated
strength in each category.-

One of the sources, who
spoke on condition of anomy-
mity, also contended that air
attacks on supply lines had cut
by 90 percent the flow of
material to the more than
500,000 Iraqi troops in the
Kuwait-southern Iraq theatre.

Another 14 Iraqi air force

jets made the cross-border

dash to lran, bringing the total
believed secking sanctuary
there to 147, US com-
mand reported. That would
mean that about 40 per cent of
Iraq's prewar air force has ei-
ther been destroyed or is sit-
in Iran.

But M Javid Zaril, Iran's
UN Ambassader said on

the US-based Cable News
Network on !‘rl% that Iran
had only about Iragi mill-
tary planes, He said lran had

e
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forced some planes bac
Iraq.

Reuler reports say, a US
army helicopter patrol at-
tacked and destroyed a mobile
radar set up inside | near
its border with Saudi
Friday night.

The Apache helicopters also
attacked an Iraql patrol near
the site when they came back
later to check on damage. \

A military communigue
broadcast on Baghdad Radio
said Allied forces carried out
250 air raids on lraq late
Friday and early Saturday.

The skies over Baghdad
were quict Saturday, in con-
trast with recent days. Bul
travellers arriving from the
southern port city of Basra said
intensive air raids continued
there on industrial sites and
communications installations.

The Defence Ministry news-
r. Al-Qadisstya, said the
rr:'-; army was “fully ready”
for the expected Allled ground
offensive on oocupied Kuwait.
Military sources sald Imaq
wWas active prepar-
ing defences

o B cos g R

ofl a =
berne assault. "We think
they're concerned about that
and that's good.” one souree
i

_1

. Press

l

ment is sell explanatory about
the punishment of the minis-
ters who have not yet surren-
dered. But according to Home

Ministry sources, implementa
tion of the punishment needs \

fresh proceedings against the
ex-ministers. '

The former mintsters will
not be disqualified as member

of parllament if elected. The
Constitutional Clause 66-2(D)

ministers, Naziur
Manju is contesting the elee-
tion from three constituencies,
and Anwar Hussain Manju and

. Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu are con-
| testing from one constituency

each.

Rulers of ’72-"75
period created
famine: Aman
By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka University Ceniral

Students Union (DUCSU) Vice-
President Amanullah Aman has J
ur the t o :
rnf:f flicgal arms for free 5
[air clections.

Aman, who Is conlcsting
the parliamentary elections
from Keranigonj conslituency
with BNP ue was address-
ing a meeting at Ruhitpur,

Keranigon| on day .

AL chief

lying,
says BNP

By Staff Correspondent
- said
(BNP) on Saturday
Hasina in her speech m‘z
attributed the Banglades
Japanese aid contract

undertaken during the Awami

Jamuna

A statement issued by the
Secretla of BNP
Chairman said chief inten-
tionally lied about L

The statement also said
Khondkar Moshtaque Ahmed.
in his address to the natior )
after the change of govern#
ment in 1975, said country's
foreign currency reserve was
nil. So it was a He that Zia
government looted money. ;

The statement also gues-
tioned AL chiefs su to

Ershads s in even
though 'z,.-. was defliniLe
cases against the depossd
President. e

The statement also chal-
lenged Hasina's claim that
there was no famine "'““
the rule of Awami League,



