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Dhaka Day by Day

Festival of songs for 'moments of need’

By S. Ban

Ont ovening last week,

Academy. Togore'

Festival,
‘.'"I.’llhl!url

nol;" reminded
one ' speaker,

Ta '“t“lt k‘

of &l Bengalls.”
The ' language
which gave birth |
lo iy poctry is
itsélf ' now cir-
cufscribed and
cvefi ‘defined by
his® works. Out-
sidé¢ ‘the sub-
conlinent, those
wht “Hhave heard
of Yhe DBengali
ladfuage oflen |
know of its cxis-
lenet because of
Tagore. N
Al home, B i
thére  is hardly B
an occasion or a
mood to which
the poct has not
addressed him
scill "Even in this
age'of New Kids
on the Block and
film music, Ben-
galis' turn o Ta-
gore in momconl
ol need. Yet why
is he'still not the
nalforg]l poct in
the' one country
which has thce
absolute right to
recognize him as
its own?

B =

- Distinguished singer Kalim Sharafl lament-
cd this saying that il was possibly a dcliberate
oversight in our cultural scenc.
from & Wterary vicwpoint, and in scope and ap-
pecal, Tagore is the singic largest tilen( this
land has produccd. A possible reasen for the
lack of official national recognition was hinted
al by Mr. Shawkat Osman. "A namec of Sanskrit
rather than Arabic origin provokes an immedi-
ale rcaction within most of us,” he insisted.

BTV employees
continue strike

BY Staff Correspondent

The Third and Fourth Class
cmployees ol Bangladesh Tele-
vision [BTV) continued their
strike for the third consccu-
live day on Saturday demand-
ing, among others, [illing the

'Basanta Mela' in
Khulna begins
February 14

The Design Centre of Ban-
gladesh™ Small and Cottage
Industrics Corporation (BSCIC)
has a weck-long Bas-
anta -Mela (Spring Fair) in
Khulna Zilla School ficld with
effect, from [first Falgoon
[Fehnlary 14,) said a press re-
lease,

ra nis for 250 stalls
have ‘been made in this con-
nectioh.lt - is expected that
more ‘than 500 artisans [rom
remote: corners of Khulna divi-
sion ‘and other regions will
participate in the Mela with
'«[hﬂ#m

the strains of
*l* Unmotto Pritthivi® walled through
Y iheevol air in and around the Shil pakala
s description of a \nrld mad
with ‘hatred and his prayer for peace never
sccried more relevant. This relevance was Lthe
theme of the "I'hir:l N.nhm |I H thindra Music

Y o é days, is a lauda-

Maleka Azim Khan rmderlng a lagnrr song al
the festival-

This tendency may poinl to a larger com-
plex in the cultural psyche of the nation. The
wish 0o have a Muslim as the national poet
overrides the pecessily to choose the most in-
fluential and taleniced candidate. That religion
should not be a factor in such a choice is obwi-
oushy an lHI.ludl it hues '_w.t o be accepted.

R = The Tagore
% lestival, which
" lastled three

ble cflort simple
because it ecle-
bhraics a man to
whose achieve-
ments DBangla-
desh can justly
lay claim. The
quality of the
singing was not
remarkable, ex-
cept for the odd
young ‘talent or
well-loved  pro-
fessional. But the
very existence of
such a gathering
is hcarlening.
The organiz-
ers would do
well, however, o
present only the
crcam ol the
musical crop.
The auditorium,
ncarly full at the
start of the pro-
gramme, gradu-
ally empticd.
People saun-
tered disinter-
cstedly in and
out ol the doors.
Il the perform-
ers had all deliv-
cred the goods,
' a more sustained
audicnee inter-
--Star photo est could have

been won. Onee the quality of a show is com-
promised, it is difficult to lure back vicwers
the following year, despile a well-meant and
carncst cffort.

On the inaugural evening of the festival, Mr.
Osman provided some comic relicl. "There was
onc good thing about the Brilish Raj,” he
joked, "Thanks to them, we can read Shakes-
pearc in the original.” In a festival dedicated
to the "Shakespeare of Asia”, the words re-
mindced us of our priceless hLl‘ildﬁE .

Objcctively,

Recitation,
drama on

second day
of Ekushey

By Staff Correspondent

Sammilita Sangskritic Jotc
Saturday staged dramas and
group rccitations from poems
on the sccond day of the 12-
day Ekushcy programme at
Central Shaheed Minar.

Diffcrent groups presented
recitation programmes which
were [ollowed by lhcalrr:
groups from differcent parts of
the country including Maittrf
Natya Sampradaya, Khulna
Gana Natya Dal and Sanglap.

Mennwfdie Bangla Academy
conlinued Saturday ils
Ekushcy programme series by
organising  discussion and
reeitation ' from poems and
musical soirce at academy
premiscs.,

Bashir Al lclal one of the
Dircelors of Bangla Academy,
| discussed the book
Mohammad Wazed Ali Rachan-
abali (compilation of writings
of Wazed Ali).

Mcanwhile, Bangla Academy
announced to give special
commission ( 35 per cent) on
the book 'Shanama’ (six vol-
umcs) translated en the occa-
sion of thousand ycar afler cre-
ation by Persian poct Ferdousi.

230 vacanl posts al 3TV,

The strikers, however, are
excmpling the programmes
rclating to cleclioneering,
Fecbruary 21 and ncews.

Recording of [resh pro-
grammes ol drama, musical
soirce, magazine and other en-
lertaining and cducative pro- |
grammes have been stopped
sinee the strike began, Thurs-
day. As a result, old pre-
grammes arce being telecast,
3TV sources said.

The striking cmployces are
also regularly holding proces-
sions and rallics at the BTV
compound daily in support of
Ltheir demands.

Earlier, the employces also
held various programmes in-
cluding token strike to' realisc
their demands. According to a
BTV source, the cmgloycces
themselves crcated the 360
posis without consulling the
higher authoritics of BTV' and
recommended to the. Govern-
meéril for their fulfilment dur-
ing the ousted government
regime.

€ROSSWQRD PUZZLER

Academy asked buyers to cnlist
their names to the sclling
centre of the Academy giving

: Tk 500 advance.
Answer to Previous Puzzie APSU assistance |
WVETO[A -Lr ATSTTIENR sought
RIEM|OITIEREOWI|LIE|T[S
ATEGETAWA YERAE By Staff Correspondent
([T SITIRIA]lYEEAINIT Jatiya Abhibhaba Samity on
(SILEWINE ARINEIRTE Saturday urged the cxamina-
EIEIR|I1IEIRBBDIEIVIIICIE lion commillce to take secu-
&?‘ E|T E E_ rily measurcs in the medical
' EILIEIDEBERIEINITIEID college admission test on
LIAINIDIRE|T(AJBS|T|A|R] | Fcbruary 15.
AIRITERSIPIEINIDEBAISTE The samily also urged the
115 SIPIOINIGIE 1181 | All-Party Students Union
DIEINTTTE EILIUIDIE(S (APSU) to assist so that the ex-
DIAINTT %[5 EINIO Hi amination can be held without

disruplion,
lcase.

Says a4 Ppress re-

24 Dress border
oo TV Sunday
29 Femalesheep | 000 Opening and recita-
' tions from the Holy -
32 Great Lake Quran.
5-15 Recitations from the
Bible.
5-20 News in Bengali.
5-30 Ilashi Khushi: Chil-
: dren's programme.
5-66 Educational . pro-
. gramme.
43 Baked clay 6-20 Sporls programme.
7-05 Tagore songs.
8-00 Ncws in Bengali.
8-30 Sampratik: Current
alfairs.
9-00 Drama scrial: Against
the wind.
10-00 News in English.
10-30 Hai-rnng: Classical
music,
11-30 News in Bengali.

Token strike
iIn newspapers
tOomMorrow

The journalists, press wor-
kers and gencral employces of
the newspaper industry
Saturday cxpressod grave con-
eern over Lhe delay in an-
nouncing the Wage Doard aw-

ard, reports 1SS,

The lcaders ol the
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ), Dhaka
Union of Journalists [(DUJ),
Newspaper P'ress Workers
Federation and Employeces
Federation held a I meet-
ing with DBFUJ President

Reazuddin Ahmed in the chair,

The mecting viewed with
anguish that despite the elear
provision under Section-11 of
the ncwspaper services condi
tion act, the government did
not announce the award within
30 days from the date of sub-
mission ol Wage Doard deci
sion.

To protest the government
failurce o announce the Wage
Board award the three federa
tions and the DUJ have de
cided 1o obscrve four hours to

‘ken sirike from 10 am on
Monday.
The mecting also decided |

o heold a prolesi rally at the
National Press Club at 11 am
the same day and will march
towards President Secretariat
to press their demand.

Plea to resume
publication of

Dainik Barta

By Staff Correspondent

Acting Ameer of Jamaat-¢ -
Islam Abbas Ali Khan on Friday
issucd a statemcnt urging the
government lo resume the
publication of Dainik Barta, a
Rajshahi bascd daily, says a
press relcase.

The statement said the
journalists of the daily became
jobless as it was closed down.

Nezam-e-Islam
to strengthen
Army

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nezam-e-Islam
Party has announced its elec-
tion manifesto on Saturday,

The party said if voted to
power it 'would estiablish a
democratic state based on Is-
lamic principles ol social jus-
tice, Islam will be the state re-
ligion of the vountry, the party
manilfcsto said..

It said, the party would
work lor ensuring the basic
needs of the people.

Nezam-c-Islam Parly will
ensure rights of the women in
live with the leachings of the
Quran and the Sunnah, it said.

The party would strengthen
the Army. It would take steps
to strengthen fraterpal rela-
tions among Muslim countrics,
the manifcsto said,

PID media
centre at .
Sheraton

Press Information Depart-
ment (PID) will set up a media
cenire at Dhaka Sheraton Ho-
el to facilitate visiting journal-
ists who will slay at lhc hotel
lo cover the Parliamentary

clections, according to a press
rclease.

The media centre ‘will be in
opcration round  the clock
from February 23 o March 2
during which PID will providc
all professional help and facili-
lics lo the journalists.

Dhaka Sheraton will provide
hourly shuttle eoach scrviee to
the wisiling journalists on a
complimentary basis to and

[rom the National Press Club.

&

The All-Party Students Unity brought out a procession in city on Saturday in support of lathi
rally today (Sunday) seeking shifting of former President HM Ershad to Central Jail.

Plea to confiscate
Ershad's property

All-party Students Unity
(APSU) and DBangladesh
Nagorik Commitice in a joint
meeting on Sularday called for
confisaating the property and
illegal money of deposed
President Ershad and his as-
sociates o cnsure [frce and
pair polls, reports UND.

Leaders of APSU and
Nagortk Commitlce atiending
the meeting said that the flle-
gal money, accumulated by
corruplt politf-
cians,businessmen and burcau-
crals during Ershad’'s aute-
cralic regime, had been creat-
ing imbalance in the eleetion

contest and would impede
and fair polis.

The meeting demanded
canccllation ol the candida-
tures of Ershad and his minis-
ters who were arrested or of
those against whom warrants
were issucd. It also demanded
carly trial of Ershad.

APSU and Nagorik Cnmnm
tee leaders expressed coneern
alt US interests about Ershad
and termed as inlcrference in
Bangladesh's internal allairs
the enquiry which the US Am-
bassador in Dhaka made during
a mecling with Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin

¢ Weather &8
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Temperature to
fall tonight
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather is likely

to remain dry throughout the country
day (Sunday). Night temperature rose

lo-
by one to two degree

Celsius on Friday in many places. But it is likely to fall by one

to two degrees tonight.

: The minimum temperature in Dhaka on Saturday was 17.4
degrees Celsius while the ::nunlryl minimum tcmperature

was [1.8 degrees at Dinajpur.

Sun will rise tomorrow {Mnndaj] at 5,561 am and sct at

6.35 pm.
Outlook for two days :

likely”

: Little chan
Extcnded uutlmk for another

ve days : DBad weather

The temperature and humidily rcecorded in important
cities in Bangladesh on Saturday are :

Citics/towns Temperature (in Celsius) Humidity (in p.c)
maximum = minimum 9 am 6 pm

Dhaka 28.5 17.4 70 50
Chittagong 27.2 16 80 77
Rajshahi 29.9. 77 62
Khulna 29 17 98 55
Sylhet 27.5 15.3 B8O 59
Rangpur 27 13.6 88 68
Dinajpur 28 11.8 87 64
Bogra 29 14.2 77 64
Barisal 29.2 17 98 61
Cox’s Bazar 28.8 16.5 74 74

The minimum temperature rccorded in major cities of the
region

Calculta : 18 degree Celeius

New Delhi : 13 degree Celsius

Bangkok : 26 degree Celsius

Beijing : 1 degree  Celstus

Colombo : 21 degree Cclsius

Bombeay : 19 degree Celsius

Karachi : 16 degree Celstus

Hong Kong : 16 degree Cclsius

*

Artistes of Bihﬂften Sangskritik Gosthi rendering songs at the Central Shaheed Minar on
Saturday in commemoration of the 1952 language martyrs.

—8tar photo

— Star

Ahmed. They ‘also called for
scnding back the US Ambas-

The mecting termed the
agreement on the Haripur Oifl-
Neld with Schimitar as anti-
pecople and demanded its Im-
mediate cancellation.

The mecting was atlended,
among others, by Profl. Khan
Sarwaar Murlhrj. Architeet
Maxharul Islam, Justice K. M.
Sobhan, Engineer Sheikh Mo-
hammad Shahidullah and Nu-
rur Rahman ol Nagorik Com-
mittce and Fazlul llug Milon,
Asim Kumar Ukil, Nasirudozza,
Bazlur Rashid Firoz, Alaur
Rahmuun and Abdus Sattar Khan
ol APSU.

Workshop on
flood control
begins

A 6 day workshop on the
Sceond Small Seale Flood Con-
trol, Drainage and Irrigntion
(SSFDI] Projcet was opencd
here Saturday at a local holel,
rcports [3SS.

Mr S.M Zakiul Alam, Chafr-
man Dangladcsh Water Devel-
opment Doard inaugurated the
workshop which s being held
under the joint auspices of Wa-
ter Development Board (WD)
and Canadian International De-
velopment Agency (CIDA), a
press release said.

The' inaugural scssion was
addressed among others by
Dr.ll.R Khan, and Mr.llerb
Wicbe of CIDA, Mr. Md Abdul
Majid Khan, Chief Engineer,
WDB, Mr. Arifur Rahman Khan,
Mecmber WD Mr.Steven E.
Raylicld, First Sceretary
Canadian- High Commission
Mr. Saced A. Rana, Walcer Re-
sources Adviser, World Dank,
Mr. Stephen Gibbons, Counsel-
lor and licad of Aid , Canadian
Iigh Commission.

Strike in
Suhrawardy
Hospital

to continue
By Staff Correspondent

Action Cemmitice of the
Suhrawardhy Hespital employ-
ccs took a decision at a meel-
ing Salurday to continue their
sirike on demanding the re-
moval of Direetor Dr.
Jahanara Rabbi, a Press rclease
said.

The mecting organised by
the Unit of Class [l and Class
IV Government Em As-
sociations of the Suhrawardhy

Ilospital alse demanded to the’

conecrned authority to cancel
the transfer order of Dr. Mah-
mudur Rahman.

Md.  Nazim Uddin, Presi-
dent of the Class Il Employees
Unit, presided over the meet-

mghcl-:lhthuhupmjum-

pound.
The commillee also de-

‘manded resloration of ner-

hospital by

malcy in the !
the Project

rcmoving
Director.

Gonoshyastha
affairs to be
probed

The government has consti-
tuted a five-member inquiry

| commiiltee to enquire into al-

against various unlaw-
ful activitics of Gonoshyastha
Kendro or Gonoshayastha
Trust, Savar and volunlary or-
ganisation h Associa-
tion for Voluntary’ Sierilisation

(BAVS), according to an official
handout hl“ﬂlmm.

consultant phy

Armed Forces Ma- |

Bangladesh
jor General Anis Wayez, would

submit fis report with s specific
recommendations on the mat-

ter within a month o the gov-
ecrnment.

The Dy Siar 3

- Citizens commitice

ale transfer of Tormer
H!'rulir-l Ershad to eccntral

imternal allairs of

| Bangludesh violating diplo-

malic Nnorms.

JP workers
asked to launch

movement

By Staff Correspondent
Jatiya Shecchascbak Party

Central Commiliece has

:nrdcrcd its all units 1e hold
. mectings and

proecssions W
press the demand of releasc of

| Ershad and Shah Moazsrm. a

pruoss relcasc said.

A mecting of the commitice
itid Friday undcr the Chair-
manship of Akhtar lossain
Chowdhury, was addressed,
wmnong others, by Exaz Ahmed,
G« ncral Scerctary of the
I ul Sikdar, Organising
tary, Shamsul Huda Mamun,

Joint . Masadu! Alam,
Joint G Sccretary and
Nadal Chowdhury.

Launch owners'
plea for fuel

at fair prices
b st sremr
Bangladesh, Thursday urged

the government (o ensure ad-

cquate supply of fucl ofl at fauir
prices for unit plying
of launches in d nt waler-

ways of the country.

The Assoclation alleged that
the launch owners m-fl“:
getting  required su
oll 1o operate In mﬂc river
routes causing disruption in
carrying passcngers and car-
gocs.

The Association claimed
that 70 per cent of the coun-
1ry's total pn-cnprl travelled

' by walcrways.

Radioto
broadcast parties
statements

from 7 pm

Radio Bangladesh has made
arrangements (o broadcast
clection statements of dilfer-
ent political partics on the oc-
casion ol the forthcoming par-

. Hamentary polls from 7 pm, a

National Broadcasting Authori-
ty Press release sald in Dhaka

on Saturday in the city, reports
1155,

BefiBaBanl

PROGRAMME
FPAB workshop

The annual project devel-
opment workshop of the Fam-
ily Planning Associalion of
Bangkclesh (FPPADR) will be held
at the auditorium of the
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute (BARI),
vpur [rom lomorrow l.

[B3SS.

Presidential Mﬁm“ Alam-
gir M A Kabir will inaugurate
the three day workshop that
will formulate new
P on Lhe basis of analy-
sis of on going projects.

A press rc of the asso-
ciation said that the workshop
will be altended among others
by presidents and secrctaries
of districts branches of Lhe
FPAD, volunicers, project offi-
cials and ficld olfficers.

The workshop will con-
clude on Feb 13.

Cancer society

meet
The annual general meeting
of the Ba Cancer Soct-

ctics (BCS) will be held at 9
a.m on March 8, at the andito-
rium of the BIRDEM, in the
city, reports [ISS.

The meeting will also clect
the executive commiiliee of the
socicty. Health Adviser Prof M
A Mazed is expecied to be the
chicl guest at the inaugural
scssion of Lhe mecting,

Discussion on role

of newspapers
Bangladesh Press Council is
holding discussion on ‘the role

and rcaponsibility of newspa-
pers duﬂn; transition Lo
dc loday (Sunday) at
10 8. ai the Jutiya Press Chub,
reporis [(SS.

Prol. Moniruzzaman Miah,
Vice-Chaneclior of Dhaka Uni-
versity will be the chief
at the function which
presided over by the EIH-H'-I
of the Press Council, Justice
Ruhul Islam.

Eminent journalists,
lawycrs, educationists and the
intellectuals will take part in
the discussion.
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