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Pilots tried to bomb Saddam’s palace?
2 Iraqi fighters fleeing
to Iran shot down

RIYADIL Fch B : Two US F-
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conflirmed that

shot down
two Mig-21s as well as two SU-
25 ground-attack jets on
Wednesday .

The spokesman, Marine
Brigadier-Gencral Richard
Ncal, said Allicd aircraflt had
shot sown al lcast 33 Iragi

in acrial combat and
three he ters since the
Gulf war broke out on January
17 .

Two of the hclicopters were
rcported 1o have been downed
on Wednesday and one in
northern lraq Thursday.

Referring to the Sovicl-builtl

SU-22 attack and ground-sup-
port jets, Neal said * were

two
and
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lle said the latest count of
Iraqi plancs taking refuge in
Ilran was 134, of which 109
were fighters and 25 trans-
poris.

iran, which has reporicd

only 17 lraqi plancs landi
there, has it would
aircraft - from ol the bel-
ligerent nations ing on its

territory until the end of the
W,
The Amcrican spokcsman
said a US navy FA-18 Hornet
jct was missing over the
northern Arabian Gull on its
way back to its carricr base
afller a mission over Iraq.

Nicosia

n accused of h

e g

Bag accuscd Lhe Japancse governmenl on Thursday of

hyrocrlq for its decision Lo provide an additional nine

billion dollars for Lhe Allicd coalitien fighting to drive Iraq
Reuter from Nicosia.

a Forcign Ministry
such a conlribu assisted in the "mu

Corporation, said coalition forces had killed women, children
poeople., knocked down regidential buildings, and
. churches, bridges, and scveral civilian
had been built by Japancese firms.

Charlt‘\‘rn auction for Iraq: vor than
s ook part in a charity auction for
Thursday, bidding for a picec of metal
from a downed US [ighter plane, reports Rcuter from

Young men wearing black and white
sang pro-lraqi songs and appla
auction In a sporis hall in a Palestinian refugec camp in

Land battle inevitables o rresien

Francois Miticrrand in Paris said Thursday an Allied ground

in the Gull war was incvilable
reports Reouter.

Mitterrand told Fremch television: "It is incvitable . The land

battle ... will start in coming days, pcrhaps a bit further ahcad.

this month” .

France, which has 12,000 troops in the Gulf, would not

allicd forces using chemical weapons to oust Iraq

Ncal said the planc had ap-

parenily succcssfully com-

Icted its mission and Lhere
been no indication it had

been  hit by anti-aircralt fire. A
scarch was undcrway.

Another report
: Six more Iraqi
enlered salcly, the

lranian News Agency IRNA re-

it did not say what hap-

cracy:

as saying
and deslruction”

the British DBroadcasting

on
aS WTCC

hcaddresses

uded as bidding went up at the

and would

American shot at in Anka‘ra: A

gunman today shot dead an American working at a Turkish
' US plancs to bomb Iraq
said it carried out the attack, reports
Police in Ankara said [Jobbic Mozclle 44, who worked at the
Southern Incirlik Air Basce, was shot four times in the heart
and stomach as he lcft 1lomein the nearby city of Adana.

Anti-war rally

banned anti-Gull war rallics ncar diplomalic missions in
Hombay, the second Indian city to come under the curb, the
Press Trust of India (I'TI) reported Thursday,
Bombay cily police in an order W
be enforeed between February 12 and 27 and warned pguplc
in the western Indfan city not to gather near the US and
British consulates, PT1 in New Dclhi said.

and a lcft wing group
Recuter,

banned: roicc have

AFP.

said ban would

Rushdie's conversion
cosmetic, say friends

LONDON, Fcb 8 : The con-
version 1o Islam of British
author Salman Rushdic is
becoming as conlroversial
as his book, the Satanic
Verses, report IPS.

Some of his defendants have
now branded him a coward.
Al the same time, DBritish
Muslim leaders say that so
long as his book continucs
to be in ecirculation, his
conversion is merely
cosmclic. :

Said Sher Azam, President of
the Bradford Council of
Mosqucs: “Insults from a
Muslim Rushdic arec as

as insults from a
non-Muslim Rushdie.”

Rushdie, who is still under a
death sentence passed by
the late lranian lcader,
Ayatollah Khomeini, has
dismissctd as unrcasonable
the demand that he should
withdraw the book.

Spcaking on a radio: phone-in
programme reccntly, he
noted that he had alrcady
sto further translations
and had decided not to pro-
ceed with a paperback
edition.

ile said he had already re-

nounced Islam when he
wrote the book, but that his
_ conversion now gave ‘him
religious prolection because
it was a sin for any Muslim
to kill a fellow Muslim.
Rushdic emerged [rom 22
months in hiding on
Christmas cve o announce
his econversion to the
religion has book had been
accused of defaming,

The action apparcnlly came as

B

a su to the commitlce
~writers and human rights
campaigners supporting
him, causing a split in ils
ranks.

Francis Bennion, the author,
barrister and former Oxford
University Lecturer who
spcnt several months de-

fending Rushdie’'s right to
publish, declared that
Rushdic is not worlh

defending” and resigned -

from the commilice.

Bennion said Rushdie's de-
cision nol to with
the paperback and

translaled cditions of his
book was tantamount to "
surrendering to would-be
murdcrers”.

"Worst of all, he has now

confounded his IUPEOI'I.EH
by embracing the bigoted

crced that holds (its
followers entitled to
murder a novelist for what
he has written in a novel,”
Benndon said.

. Another onec of Rushdic's

former supporters, play-
wright Arnold Wesker, also

described Rushdic's con-
version as a “victory for
religious terrorisis”,

pened Lo Lhe others.
The Unilcd States said its
shot down (wo | AU-
25 Nghter bombers and two
MIG-21s heading towards Iran
on Wedncsday.
The Allics put the number
of Iraqgl jets which have lNown
toe Iran since the Gull war
started on January 17 at 1.10
Tchran by ‘hneozly had re-
poricd 13 Iragi plancs landing

and four crashing on its lorri-
tory.

A Washington mcssage adds:
The US military commander in
Saudi Amabia said in a iclevision
interview on Thursday he had
rcports that some dcfecting
Iragi pilots had tried to bomb
Saddam Husscin at his
Presidential Malace.

Licutecnant General Norman

" Schwarzkopl also said in an in-

tervicw on ABC Tclevision that

il was too soon lo say Il a

nd war against Iraq would
neccssary.

"We've had reports that
somc of the pilots that went
over there (lran) were in fact
defectors. As a matter of fact,
there have been some reports

Coalition lirg ed to be patie_ritf

thai some of the pilots, before
they went over there |, actually
bombed or tricd to bomb the

palace and tiricd to bomb
Saddam llusscin,” Schw-
arzkopf said

Owver 100 Iraql plancs have
Nown to Iran in Lthe L two
wocks. US military o say
they are sure il the pilots are
defccting or i they are trying

to keep Lhetir from be-
ing dcll'.ruyurhl:ym Allicd air
raids.

iran says |l will keep the
plancs until the war cnds.

Schwarzkopl alse said he
had rcports that Saddam had
been given trnquilisers be
causc he was distraught.

"We've had a couple ol re-
ports Lhal at onc point quite
somec lime ago he was so dis-
traught aboul what was
on thal he was falling apart
they had in iact ina
team ol doctors and those
were treating him with tran-
quilisers,” he said.

Schwarzkopl said these
were among many rcporis the
US command was reeciving
[rom various sources.

It's an attempt
to kill me : Major

LONDON, Feb 8 : The mor-
tar attack on Downing Street
on Thursday was an atlempt to
assassinate the Dritish Cabinet,
including himsell, Prime
Minister John Major said, re-
ports AFP,

Mr. Major said it was clear
from the timing and location of
the attack that it was a dchib-
cralc attempt both to kill the
cabinet and do da o Lhe
democralic system ol govern-
menit.

Thursday atlack would lcad
to no change in Dritish gov-
ernment policy, he added.

US ground
radar
destroyed

IN NORTIHERN SAUDI

The Duily Jtar 5

Internation al

USS Missouri o - - _i

Commissioned. June 15644
Armament. ® x 18-inch guns
- with 25 mile range, 32
- Tomahawk cruise missile
" lmunchers, 18 Harpoon surface
" to surface missile launchers,
. 4 Sikorsky helicopters.

| m;: 15,000 miles.

Complement: 1,518 men
(85 officers).
Displacement. 468,177 tons,
57,353 tons
fuily loaded.

silc at the radar Saturday,

mistaking it for an Iragi onc.
The Iraqgis on the other side
on Lhe bordcr have similar US

-made und radar sysicms
which US Air Force has
targeted

RIYADH: The battleship Missoun has used 1ts guns in combat for the lirst Lime since 1953,

aiming

at concrete bunkers that the Iragis were moving into place in Kuwait. The ship,

which had been launching long-range Tomahawk missiles at Baghdud and other targets,

fired seven 2,000-pound (905 kg) shells at prefabricated bunkers.

Iraq won't be allowed to

WASIIINGTON, Feb 8
Amcrica’'s top military oflicer
told ss on Thursday the
Gull war is far from Rnishced
and said Iraq should not be al-
lowed to sct the terms for the
conflict, rcports Rcuter.

"The Iragis arc fecling Lhe
cllects of our combat power,
but we must not dclude our-
sclves that thcy will give up
overnight,” General Colin
Powell, Chairman of the Joint
Chicls of Stafl, told the House
of Represcentatives Armced
Scrvices Committee in pre-
parcd remarks.

With Delfcnce Sccretary

Dick at his side, Powcll
said that establishing air
supre in the first threc

wecks of thc war, US plancs
had begun to strike in carncst
targets in and around Kuwait.

But he said "the fAight is far
from over,” cautioning the
coalition arrayed against

must be patient and
"not allow Iraq o draw us into
fighting the war on fls terms.”

As Cheney and Powecll
talked military matters, on the
other side of Capitol Hill
Sccretary of State James Baker
was discussing post-war prob-
lems with the Scnate Forcign
Relations Commitiee.

He proposcd cstablishment
of a Middle East bank for re-
construction to help rgpair
war damage, saying it could be
on the lines of a bank founded
last ycar to heclp caslcrn
European countrics as they

' US may launch

B;

oison gas to rain

cmerged from communism.
But Bakcr said US proposals

o rebuild Iraq afler the war

might be impossible to imple-

ment i President S.addam
llussein remained in power,

"There's no suggestion on
our part that the rcbuilding
and rcconstruction of Iraq, if
the same lecadership remained
in power, would be to the
or cflect that it

would be otherwise,” Baker
said.

He madec clcar, however,
that the United States is "not
at the point of enhancing our
war aims and goals to talk
about thc removal of Saddam
Husscin as a war aim or goal.”

Reports from the war zonc
scemed to support Powcll's
testimony that air strikes had

n in carncst in and around
Kuwait. Brigadier-General

down from shells

WASIIINGTON, Fcb 8: I[
Iraq hurls poison gas at allied
troops in the Gulf--and US mil-
itary planners believe it will--
the dcadly fumes are likely to
pour forth from hundreds of
artillery shelis laid down in
closcly spaced bursts, rcports
AP.

The rounds could be deliv-
cred using a varicty of cannon-
- 122mm, 130mm and
152mm-- with ranges of up lo

| 23 miles (37 kilomclers).

Iraq has in the past

| equipped its short-range Frog-

7 missiles with chemical war-

| hcads, and may be able to

mount such warhcads on its
longer-range Scud missiles--
alt it hasn't done so with
thosec it fired toward Israel
and Saudi Arabia.

'oison gas also can be

sprayed In acrosol form from

crop dusicrs, it was
against the Kurdish minority in
northern Iraq, or with 250-

pound (110-kilogram) bombs
dropped from helicopters or
fighters.

But US commandcrs sa
that's less likely in the Gulf
War, given the near-paralysis
of the Iraql air force in the
face of overwhelming allied air
supecriority.

Irag Is morc likcly lo at-
tack allied troops with Sovict-
made multiple rocket launch-
crs, known as Katyushas,
which fire simultancous bar-
rages of 40 shells filled with
poison gas.

This carpcl-type shelling
is more cffective in spreading
the gas than singlc bursts, cx-

l;ml;tz on

civilian facilities

RIYADH, Fecb 8 : The US
military said on Thursday it
might attack civilian facilitics
which Iraq was using for war-
fare, reports Reuler.

Senior US military sourccs
said Iraq was placing anti-air-
craft batteries on the roofs of
civillan buildings in what ap-

to be deliberate policy.

General Norman Sch-
warzkopf, the commander of
US forces in the Gulf, carlier
this weck accused the Iragis of
moving command and com-
munications posts into civilian
arcas and said he would not at-
tack them for u.:u moment. s

The source this po
was under review u‘% light
of the anti-aircraft balterics,
which could threafen US jets.

"We're just watching them
move and trying to asscss
where are thdy. Does  he
(Schwarzkopfl) want lo deal
with them or docs he want to
keep ' this policy? I'm surc he
will be very consisicnt”™ so
said. :

"If the Commandcr-in-Chicl
feels like he's I‘““‘ hurt he'll
climinate the threat” hd added.

The sources said US atlack
plancs could déstroy the guns
without destroying the build-
ings but only by risking the pi-
lots' lives.

™If the pilot doesn't mind
hazarding his hcalth substan-
tially more, (he could) go in on
a gun run at 1,000 metres
(3,00 feet) instcad of using a
cluster bomb at 15,000 feel
(6,000 mcters)” he said.

Even a cluster bomb would
not neccssarily kill civiians. "It

depends on whether they keep
their propanc tanks on the

roof” he said.
Apari from a few surface-to-

air missilcs, the 57mm ‘and
23mm guns, which mostly de-
pend on optical sighting, Irre
the only air defences Iraq has
left.

The missilé crews ‘are in
most cascs too [rightened of
attack to turn their radars on
for any length of time so the
missilcs are going astray, the

sources said.
"The radar opcrator who
has a largeting radar and turns

it on for very long is liable to

have a harm missile fire right
down the pipc", one source
said.
*Ilc hopcs the missile will
acquire the target using its
own homing dcvice. It's ex-
tremely incflicient and | know
of no instances where a firing
of that nature has downed a US
aireraft”, he added.

—

set terms of war : Powell

Richard Neal told rcporters in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that
morce Lhan 2,600 air sortics
were flown on the 22nd day of
the war, 600 of them in the
"southern” war theatre.

Cheney and Powell were
due to dcpart later on
Thursday for Saudi Arabia for a
first-hand status report thal is
cxpected Lo allow them to ad-
visc President George Bush on
the nccessity for and timing ol
a ground war to cject |
from Kuwait, which it invad
on August 2.

In the more than three-
hour hearing, Cheney heard
mcmbers of the house pancl
express forcboding about  the
possibility of a US-led land
campaign.

"l would cncourage you not
to any way prematurely ask
America’'s children to walk
across that sand,” said repre-
scntative Larry llopkins. a
Kentucky republican.

Court upholds
x93 '
Rajiv’s '89 polls

NEW DELIII, Fcb 8: An
Indian court ruled in Thursday
that former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi's 1989 clection
to parliament was valid throw-
ing oul a case [iled by his van-
quished rival, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) rcported, says
AFT",

The Allahabad [ligh Court in
northern India handed down
the verdict on a petition fled
by Rajmohan Gandhi , who
challenged Rajiv Gandhi's elec-
tion on grounds that the poll
had been rigged, PT1 said.

Judge Sycd Saghir Ahmad
dismisscd the pelition , the
ncws agency said, more
dctails on the ruling were
unavailable.

Rajmohan Gandhi , 54, a ex-
journalist and author, stood

against Rajiv Gandhi in the
Amcthi constiluency. .
Rajiv Gandhi won the

election, marked by violent
clashcs between supporiers of
his congrcss (I) party and
opposition workers, by a com-
fortable margin of about
195,000 voles. The Congress
(), however, bowed out of

power.
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India won't proniote |

Bhutanese rebels

NEW DELIII, Fcb 8 : India
assured Bhutan on Wedncsday
that Indian territory would not
be allowed to be used by
agitators in Bhutan, local press
reporticd on Thursday , says
Xinhua.

The assurance was given by
Joyti Basu, Chicl Minister of
India's eastcrn state of Wesl
Bengal to a visiting six membcer
Bhutanese government delegn

tion led by Forcign Minister
Lyonpo Dawa Tshering.

The rcport noted that Lhe
two sides held a lengthy dis-
cussion at the state scerctlariat
in Calcutta, capital of West
Bengal, on the problems cre-
ated by Lthesc agitators both in
Bhutan and the districts of
West Bengal.

Lyonpo Dawa Tshering, who

arrtved in Calcutta on Tucsday
night. will again mecct Dasu on
Fricay

The root cause of the cur
rent unrest in Dhutan s the
ongoing altcmpl to crcalc a
“Bhutan of Bhutancse®. The
movement alfected some ilkc
gal residents from Nepal.who
constitlutc 40 per cent of the
Himalayan kingdom's 1.3 mil-
llon population and morc than
10.000 of them have infiltratcd
lo India and sought refugec
status, according to official es-
Limalces.

The agitators have not only
causcd frritation and anxiety to
the Bhutanesc mcnl, but
also crcated some administra-
live problcms in West DBengal
over the past few months, local
press said.

Off the Record

Teddy bears, panties
in the desert

IN NORTIIERN SAUDI ARADIA: Some Amcrican soldicrs

arc
bodies of lragis they

ng death cards-- the acc of spadcs --to put-on the
kill, reports Reutcr.
Others carry photos of loved onies, teddy

bears , the Dible,

pinups from saucy magazines, cven pantics from the girl back

home.

Being a paratrooper in the 82nd Airbore mcans travelling
light as you cross the endicss sand. But not Lhat light--
cveryone has a moment to remind them of home or war.

James Alexander, 24, from Atlanta, Georgla, has five aces
of spades in his hclmet. They arc for work™ I'm a killer. We

arc sup

scd Lo tuck them behind their ears®, he said.
r platoon also uscs thc ace of spad

cs as a calling

card to be placed on dead Iraqis. Their card also has a slogan:

died like the pig you arc’.

Many mcn carry pholograp

locks of their children’s hair.

Sergeant Gary Warsham, has his son's teddy

hs of their family and cven

bear, an

anointed cloth from a baptist church and a ratticsnake skin--

all

good-luck charms.

Private Christopher Bolnar used to carry a

pair of his

girlfricnd’s perfumed crotchlcss panties in his helmet. He
sent them back. It was just too much, he said.

Now hc carrics pinup magazine centrefolds, for him the
only rcminders of the opposite sex in an Islamic kingdom
with stricl rulcs on pornography and contact between men

Exploitation of
the desperate

NEW DELIIl: When a vacalioning forcigner pesiered an
Indian doctor for a tonic to boost his flagging sex drive, {he
doctor gave him baby feed, pretended it was an
and told him to ecat three sponfuls daily, reports AFP.

Aller the paticnt--who had an obscssive fcar of failing

and women.

polency --

rclurned home to the Middle East, he wrole the

more of the miigic medicine, ﬂﬁn‘#w

docﬂ'dasklnﬂ for _
WO wondcrs for his séx life

That is a slory that chhg‘la.l many of whom distrust sex

tonics and pills sold agross Lhe counlry lo cager cu :
all In the

rccoupt te back argumcnis that lphlnd‘il“. arc

mind.

A pancl discussion at the ‘world’s first conference on

orgasm here concluded that scx tonics and potency pills with
Hitlke or no therapcutic value thrived the world over In whal

somec participants called “cxploitation of the desperate”.
"It ¥s always the picture of a bull or a horse on the bottle

TURKEY : A column of Turkish tanks crosses a bridge during manceuvres near the border
with Iraq February 6. Turkey has deployed combat troops and armour in the tense border

—AFP/ UNB photo

that works, not its contents,” said JV Bhat, a Bombay-based

_sexologist on the mainly Indian panel thal mct on the

confcrence’s concluding day Wednesday.

Dr Bhat said he had not yct comc across a tonic or drug
that rcally helped, but confessed that he often ﬁcw
them nonectheless beeause *if | don'l , somebody clse will® .

Sexologists say a belicl in the existence of a food or

to stimulatc and enhance sexual pleasure is as old as
civilisalion and common to almost all cultures.
No drug barons in
USSR, but....
MOSCOW: Over 34,000 crimes related to drug trafficking

Union in 1990, according to the

In 1980 ,



