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War may cost US 268 b dollars:

The Gull war could cost the United States as much as 268
billion dellars i it lasts six months, a privale group estimated

on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

The report by the Public Cilizen Consumer
said costs would be about 164 billion dollars il the war lasts
only two months. '

Al the news confcrence, Jaames Love in Washington said
the war translatcs o a cost for a [amily of four of between
2,624 o 4,288 dollars.

The costs were not just figured on military expenditurcs
alone, but included other factors such as higher petrol prices

paid by consumcrs.
Security Council to meet again: m

15-member UN Seccurily Council held consultations
Wednesday and agreed to meet again at a’'later date, amid
disagreement over a proposcd debate on the Gull war,
diplomatic sources in New York said, reports AFP.
Zimbabcwan Ambassador Simbarashe Simbancbduku

Mumbengegwi presided over the meeting, called by nine UN
member states who said they wanted to debate the fssues in
the Gull war and call for a ccasc-fire to allow further diplo-
matic cfforts 1o end the war.

The United Stales, the Sovict Union, France and Britain

posed holding a formal Sccurity Council mecting
m war continucs. Such a galhcring was requested by

Libya, Mauritania, Moroceo, Tunisia, Cuba, Yemen,
and Sudan.

sues US Eovernment: e

-Presse, the French news agency, sucd the US
menl on Wednesday over rules restricting press
covcrage of the war in the Gull, rcports Reuler from New

511
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:

1

The suil by the Paris-bascd wire service and one of its
American pholo graphcrs is similar o anolher casc filed pre-
by 13 other news organisations.

Both suils arc pending in Manhattan Foderal Court,

Umder the US Delence Department rules. reporters must
gathor news through pouls under military escorl and all
i aple lios must be cleared by a mihitary consor prior 1o re-

B-52s to start bombing: usss2 bombers

arc to starl bombing Iragi front-linc troops dug in along the
Kuwait-Saudi border, military sources said on Wedncsday,
reporis Rculer.

They said, this marked as witch of emphasis from the usc
of B-52s against Iraq’'s clite Republican Guard which is held
in reserve on the Iraq-Kuwait border.

The Republican Guard would continue to be. the targel of
precision bombing from other Allied strike aircraft.

sources in London said there were up to 26 infantry
divisions ol 14,000 men cach dug in bechind a huge obstacle
belt sirciching down the coast from  Kuwail city along the
Kuwait-Saudi border and into Iraq.

a denies German TV report:

!

Libya

it was building a huge underground storage bunker for
chemiecal and nuclear weapons, reports Reuter from Nicosia.

The Lilwan news agency JANA, monilored in Cyprus, said
the report by the German ZDF (elevision was "bascless.”

It said the report "was part of a news psychological and
media campaign against Libya, Arabs and the muslims.

ZDF said the projeet, built with help from German and
other Eurepean specialisis, was based on German tunncl-
buiiding (cchnology, involving lasers and other advanced sur-

veying oguipmoenil. .

ICRC fails to visit POWs: 1

International Commillee of the Red Cross [ICRC) said on

Wednesday it had failed lo gain aceess 1o Allied prisoncrs of

war in Iraqg. reports Reuter from London.

ICRC I'resident Cornclio Sommaruga lold DBritish Delence
Scerctary Tom King that Iraq had not given his organisation a
list of POWs' names, military sources said.

Sommaruga said he would do all he could Lo ensure the
Iragi government fulfilled its obligations under the Geneva
Convention,

The US-led alliance says it has 57 military personnel cap-
tured or missing in the Gull

Underq;round Libyan bunker: ..y.

is building a huge underground storage bunker for chemical
and nuclear weaporns with help from German and other
European specialists, ZDF Tcelevision said on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

The L was based on German Tunnel-Building Tech-
nology. involving lascr and other advanced surveying equip-
ment. the network in Bonn said.

A ZDF statement said, the underground armour 40 km (25
miles) from Tripoli would be the largest in the Middle East. It
ciled no sources ahd said ZDF would broadeast more about
the subject later on Wednesday.

Fresh clash in Khaﬁi + A Saudi military

spokesman said in Riyadh Wednesday that Saudi and lraqi
troops clashed in the Saudi border town to Khalji again
Tuesday night, reports Xinhua.

The spokesman told a press briefing that the Iraqis
'sneaked’ into Khalji during the night and were pushed back
into the Iraq- occupied Kuwait by Saudi soldiers.

Khafji, some 10 kilomecters from the Saudi-Kuwait border,
was the scene of fierce fighting between Iragi and Allied

troops.
Blm kﬂlﬁ 3 ill Siﬂlkﬂt: A bomb blew up a

mini-bus on Wednesday near the northeastern Pakistani
border town eof Sialkot, killing at least three people and
injuring 27. local news agencics in Islamabad said. reports
Reuter.

Earlier, police in the Punjab province capital Lahore said
the bomb went off at a bus station south Sialket killing two
people. But both the official Associated Press of Pakistan and
the private Pakistan Press International News Agency later

nicd a report by German elevision on Wednesday that

said the e
Five
the death toll at three.

Nobody claimed responsibility.

act of sabotage.

India, Pakistan must bury th

ed inside the bus.
people died, and 27 werce injured. PPl said. AP put

Police said it eould be an
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-‘UNDATED- The US jet fighters bombed the pressure system of Kuwaiti oilfield« in frantic attemptas to stop further ol
spill, poised to cause an ecological disaster.

All kinds of arms for battle of Kuwait

— AFPTINB Phetr.

US stockpiling

AN AIRBASE IN THE GULF,
Feb 7 : US forces are plockpil-
ing lethal ammunition for the
baltlle of Kuwail, including fucl
cxplosives thal ignite in mid-
air ke a small nuclear explo-
sion, rcports Reuler.

Corres nts who lourtd
this major US airbasc saw, for
the first time, -stocks of deadly
fucl air explosives and Galer
bombs which explode to scal-
ter minces.

Major James McClain said
fucl air explosives had not ycl
been used in the war against
Iraq.
"We have the abilily to usc
all kinds of weapons and that's

one of them,” he said.

Fuel air bombs sprcad a
cloud of flammablc mist in the
air and ignilc it in an cxplosion
that rescmbles a small nuclear
device.

The Gater bomb also cx-
plodes in Mid-air, scatlcring
small mincs on roadways in
killer traps for Iraqi convoys.

Marinc pcrsonncel said
Galer bombs were uscd by
marine airerall for several days
o whal ene wp officer called
a ‘special request” bul were

not currently being loaded
onto aircrall.

Rows of F/A-18 bombcers
were lined up on the tarmac,
grounded by low cloud cover
that pilots said would have sil-
houctted them for Iraqi gun-
ners.

Colonel Don Beaulait of De-
troil, Machigan, said the speclls

lethal weapons

pln has always been thatl sub-
scquent to the afr campaign
there would be some form of

nd campaign. That's basi-

cally what we have been work-

ing on for the past week and a
hall.

"] am ecrtain we are having
an cffeet on them. And il's

e 600 missions being flown a day
e Republican Guards well dug-in

ol bad weather would probably
clcar before March, making
casicr the task of aircrews in
the ncarly 2,000 Allied aircrall
deployed in the Gulf war.

3ad weather was a problem
cspecially in  attacks on
bridges, Beaufail said. “You may
have a degraded mission —

recach the target and have to
turn around.”

Allied officials say some 600
missions a day are being flown
againsl Iraqi [rontline troops.

Coloncl Manlred Rictsch,
Commander of Marinc Air
Group 11, said : "The ovcrall

costing us very little in ‘terms
ol lives”,

lle said Iraq's clike Repub-
lican Guards were "very well
dug in".

"We've caught some ol their
cquipment in the open. | can't
venlure to say how many
troops we've killed. We'll have
a lot casicr job when they
start moving.”

He added : “They aren't do-
ing much good. They arc sit-
ting there in southern Irag. As
soon as we start advancing into
Kuwait they'll morc likely than
not be employed.”

Major Charles Mitchell, 386,
of Kalispcll, Montana, an F-8
pilot, said Iraqt President Sad-
dam llusscin had sct up his
lroops properly.

"The guy's smart. lic's dug
in. In this desert environment
you dan’t have the trees to
hide behind, but you can cer-
tainly blend in.”

Concern mounted across the
United States over the fate of
some of the 22 American and
allied servicemen missing in
action who may have been
taken prisoner in Iraq. Reports
rom Baghdad said some POWs
were put on display in the
surects and on television.

Cable News Nceciwork (CNN)
aired recordings of some of the
men giving their names, ranks
ana missions along with greet-
ings to thcir lamilics. So ne
madc statements against the
war but the rccordings had
been passed through Iragi cen-
sors and it was not clear il the
mecn were under duress.,

“It's patently obvious that
these man have been subjected
to torture and physical beat-
ing.” Republican Scnator John
Mccain of Arizona told CNN.

. CAIRO, Feb 7 : lran has not
informed three principal Arab
partners of the anti-lraq coali-
tion about fis announced ini-
tiative to end the Gull War,
Arab officials said Wednesday,
reporis AP. |

President Hashemi Ralsan-
jani of Iran on Monday oflfered
to mediate an end to the war,
which started Jan. 17 aller
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein refused to withdraw oc-
cupation troops from Kuwail.

The foreign ministers of
Egypt and Saudi Arabia and thc
Kuwait Foreign Ministry's scc-
ond-ranking official said
Wednesday they have received
no details of any Irantan plan.
They met with President
Hosni Mubarak bcfore speak-
ing with reporters.

Shetkh Nasscr al-Ahmed al-
Sabah of Kuwail said he saw

e hatchet’

Farooq Abdullah seeks US
mediation on Kashmir

NEW DELIII, Fcb 7 : India’s
best known Kashmiri leader,
Farooq Abdullah, appealed o
Washinglon on Wednesday Lo
mediate between India and
Pakistan and in their dispute
over Kashmir, reports Rcutcr.

Abdullah, whose national
confercnce government rec-
signed amid ing Kashmiri
scparatist more than a
year ago, lold foreign corre-
spondcnts former US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter would be a
good choice as mediator.

"Amcricans have a good in-
fluence over the government of
Pakistan If Amcrican good ol-
fices can be used,” he said.

New Dclhi accused Pakislan
of backing a Kashmir militant
scparalist eampaign in India's
Jammu and Kashmir state

which comprises twn-thirds of
the dispuled Himalayvan region,
Islamabad.which rules the rest
. denies the charge.

Some 2,000 pcople have
dicd since the campaign cx-
ploded in January last ycar.

Abdullah,who was Chicl
Minister of Jammu and Kash-
mir India's only Muslim major-
ity state said Carter had medi-
atled in olher countries and
could do the same on Kashmir,

“India and Pakistan must
bury the hatchet” he said in a
reference Lo their three wars
lwo ol which were lought over
Kashmir.Abdullah said Islam-
abad had suggcested a proposal
to India recently, but would
give no details.

lie said a solution could be
bascd only on current control

on the ground.The present di-
vision of Lhe region dates [rom
the last war wilth Pakistan
which ended in 1971

[Jut a political solulion
would mcan concessions Lo the
Kashmiris, Abdullah added.

He said New Dclhi would
have to ercale more jobs in an
arca almost entirely dependent
on the wurism that has van-
ished in the violence.

Militanl suspects, mostly
young men, should be released
swiltly and whal he deseribed
as atrecitics commitied by sc-
curity forecs had to bc
stopped, Abdullah said.

"There have been atrocilics
on both sides,"he said, adding
that the government on its
?url musl stop sccurity forees

rom burning towns,shooting.

‘Iranyettob

Rafsanjani in Tehran Tucsday
night and was told only that
Iran still demands Iraq leave
Kuwait and Sheikh Jaber ‘el-
Ahmed cl-Sabah’'s government
be restored.

"1 have nol been informed:

about the Iranian initiative, but

during my meeting with Presi-

dent Rafsanjani he emphasized
his country's necutrality.” he
told reporters.

Rafsanjani sent the initiative
in a letter to Saddam threugh
Iraq’'s depuly foreign minis-
ter.who vistted Tehran over
the wueckend.

An Iraman ollicial at the
United Nations said no de-
tailed proposal cxists yel, but
that the initiative hinges on
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait.
Shetk Nasser repeated
Wednesday that his country
will aceept nothing less.

In Washington, US Presi-
dent George Bush said Monday
he had seen no Iranian pcace
plan and had nothing to nego-
tiatc with Saddam. But the So-
vict Union and Turkey have
signaled support for the ira-
nian initiative,

Both Shejk Nasser and
Prince Saud al-Faisal. the Saudi
foreign minister, gave Mubarak
letters from their hcads of
state. Prince Saud said King
Fahd's message followed up on
a meeting between the two
leaders in Saudi Arabia last
woek.

The Saudi oflicial arrived in
Cairo [rom Damascus. Syria,
where he met with President
Halez Assad.

Prince Saud's host. Foreign
Minister Esmat Abdel-Meguid
of Egypt. said new-found close

rief anti-Iraq
coalition on peace move

tes among Egypt, Syria and
Sauci Arabia are “the basic
foundation for the future.”

The three strongly opposed
Saddam's Aug. 2 takeover of
Kuwait. Cairo and Damascus
later sent troops to Saudi Ara-
bia for the US-led coalition
confronting Iraq.

Egvpt has« 36,000 iroops
there and Syria 19,000, Syrian
troops oxehaneed fire with the
Iraqis for the first time Mon-
day. but Egyptian soldicrs have
vel o engage in combat.

Reuter adds [rom the
United Nations : Iran said on
Tucsday it was waiting for a
signal from Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein that he was
willing to withdraw [rom
Kuwait before Tehran could of-

fer a concrete peace plan to
end the Gulf war.
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TEL AVIV : In Israeli mother and her son, equipped with two boxes of chemical protective

sets, have a small pienie at the Tel Aviv beach. Tel Aviv residents usually leave the city
afternoon and return for work only, following the risk of Iraqi missile attacks.

— AFP/UNB photo.
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Protest against federal takeover

India

said Lthat the strects

Flights, bus and express
irains scrvices o Lhe city were

suspended, schools and col-
lcges closcd, PT1 said.

Sccurily patrols covered
railroad racks to prevent
protest deralilments and PTI
reporicd only one involving an
overnight freight train travel-
ling between Paduram and
Maduranitakam. It quoted
railway officials as saying the
causec was lechnical and there
were no casualtics.

New Delhi rushed | 000 ex-

20,000 arrested
in Tamil Nadu

sialc © bolster secu-
rity lollowing (the sirthe call
by ninc opposilion partics and
supporicrs of (he dismissed
Dravida Munncira Kazhagam
MOMK) govermment.

The southern state of'
Kerala, the wesiern states of
Bihar and West lengal and the
lLiny union lerritory of
Pondicherry all answered Lhe
call, with the Bihar govern-
ment allowing Federal em-
ployees (1o join the action

In Marxist-ruled Wesl
Bengal state, reports indicated
that the teeming port city of
Calcutia was at a standsiil,
with markets shops, businesses
and [acwries shuticred.

Among partics backing Uhe
sirike were Lhe National Front
of fermer prime minister
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. of
which the DMK had been a
supporter, and four powerful
icliwing partics.

Reulcr adds: President
Ramaswamy Venkataraman,
who s a Tamil, authorised the
sacking of the DMK -
ment on the advice Prime
Minister Chandra Shckhar,
who ousted Singh in polituical
tnfighting im November.

Oft the Record

Swing the Gasmask way

WITH US FORCE (Saudi Arabla) : The latest rage of the Gulf
war combat discos is a dance called the Gasmask. reports

Reuter.

US men and women soldiers al a fronthine marine basc
have latched onto one of their biggest dreads, a chemical

weapons attack. to make it swing

How o do the Gasmask?

To rap music, merely simulate donning a Gasmask:

You bend over

You put your hands to your

chin

You slipthem up. putting on the mask chin first

You stand up straight

You put your hands at shoulder level. and

You mowve

your fists in and out wowards your head

--The military signal for a gas atlack.
The guys of MOPP (Mission Oriented Protective Posture)--

Level Four Disco in a bunker near |
ght when a Le

vented the Gasmask one ni

ragi-occupied Kuwait in-
l Four chemical

alert--the highest alert--was sounded.

Corporal Netl Burke burst into the radio tent in a state of
high excitement wearing his Gasmask.

Burke. from the Bronx in New York city. remembers: “I
got my mask on but | was all sweaty and | couldn’t get it w
scal properly so | was bugging out a litthe™.

Bush for pounding
Saddam Hussein

WASHINGTON: More clearly than ever before, President
Bush at his Press conference on Tuesday wished Saddam
Hussein was dead, reports PTI.

. DBush said. "1 would like to think thdt somehow. some way,
that (Saddam Hussein's death) would happen”.

Analysts here note that the Gull war has increasingly be-
come a personal war between Bush and Saddam Hussein. not
a war between the United States. its allies and |

Before his statement Bush had already darﬁlh: possi-
bility that dissatisfied Iragis might take his hints and dump
their President or kill him.

Bush had said : "1 don't believe anybody other than Sad-
dam Hussein is going to want to econtinue 1o subject his Army
to the pounding they arc taking. or his people to the pound-
ing that is going on”. -

His reference to the pounding of “his people” is, to say
the least”, intcresting. for the US claims that civillan targels
have been sparced.

*Now , would | weep? Would | mourn if somehow Saddam
Hussein did not remain as head of his country? There will be
no sorrow il he's not there ©

Anti-Saddam passenger
dropped on highway

JAKARTA : A {axi driver on the Indonesian island ~ Kali-
mantan told a passenger o get out of his car after quarreling
over the Gulfl war and Iragi Proesident Saddam  Hussein, the
Bisnis Indonesia daily said. reports AFP.

The daily quoted the unnamed passenger as saying that
during an argument with the driver on the role of Mr Saddam
in the war, had criticized the Iragi leader as “too ambi-
tious”.

The infuriated driver dropped the passenger on a deserted
country road some 50 kilometers (31 miles) from their start-
ing point in Bangarmasin. south Kalimantan, and still 85
ktlometers (55 miles) from his destination.

Indonestia is the world's largest Muslim-populated nation
with more than 80 per cent of its 179 million people follow-
ing the faith.

Jakarta has kept neutral in the Gulf conflict but pro-Sad-
dam feclings arc wide among Indonesia’s Muslim population.

A pepper pot present
for Reagan

LLOS ANGELES . A pepper pot sent to former US President
Ronald Reagan as an 80th birthday present was blown uLby
his Secret Service guards because they feared it might be a
bomb, police said on Wednesday. reports Reuter.

‘It wasn't a bomb -- it was onc large pepper pot”, a police
spokesman said. "And to ‘s home in the exclusive Bel-
Air district of Los Angeles on Tuesday. the s said.

Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, Viee-
President Dan Quayle and 600 other people allended a gant
birthday party for Reagan at the Beverly Hillon Hotel on

BEWING : A town outside Beijing has adopted a new way of
promoting family planning--childrern are writing to their
parcnts and telling them not lo have any more babies, reports
AFP

More than 2,000 pupils from 14 elementary schools have
joined the letter campaign in the town of Pinggu, the Beljing
Daily reported Wednesday.

The local government called on the children o
China's family planning policy and the local and
population condition and then pen appeals to their parents,
the newspaper said.

One mother who received a letter from her third child re-
portedly said. | am very moved and feel ashamed”.

China up its two child policy in the countryside in
the late 1980s. fﬂ-urtm rural familics to have a second child

if the first was a g@rl.
Officials say eflorts 10 control the population are cruecisl
now 1o deal with China's third baby boom since the commu-

nisis came o power in | 946



