diately on Tel:
863035, 863036.

in and day out.

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager imm
246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service day
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Inside today
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Campaign fever
grips CHT

Our Staff
Correspondent
after visiting Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts sub-
mits reports on
campaigning for
parhiamentary
polls in these
areas.

Page 2

Vending beauty
on the wayside

A thing of beauty,
particularly when
it is on a city footpath,
18 undoubtedly a
most delightful
surprise,
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Feature

Banking and

Y
Huge bad debts
ail nationalised
banks.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Ban on arms

The Government has
imposed a ban on carrying li-
censed fire arms’' from
February 20 to March 2 to
maintain discipline
and check po misusec of
firc arms during the ¢lections,
reports BSS.

46 bombs recovered

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 6:
Police recovered 46 high cx-
plosive abandoned”$6mbs from
the Faluallah ladnch ghat
carly morning today. The
bombs were kept into gunny

bags covered with beans,
Iraq to sever
ties with US
NICOSIA, Fcb 6: Iraq said
loday il was cutting diplomaltic
relations with the United
Slales and its r allies in

the Gulf war. Baghdad radio
quoted a foreign ministry
slatcment as saying Iraq had
decided to cul rclations with
the United States, Britain,
Franec, Spain, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, reports Reutcr.
Two killed in
Pak blast
LAIIORE, Feb 6: A bomb
ripped through a village bus
slop Wednesday, killing two
peoplc and wounding 30, five
of them scriously, police said.
No onc has claimed responsi-
bilily for the explosion, which
destroyed the bus stop at Khui,
on Lhe Pakistan-India bordcr,
about 60 milcs (100 kilometcrs)

northcast of Lahore, recports
AP,
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g chlldren killed in air raids on Nasanyah says Iraq

@tie Baily Star

RAJAB 21, 1411 HIJRI

il

Allied missiles
rain down on

-

Baghdad

Allicd bombs and missilcs
raincd down on Baghdad
overnight, smashing a bridge,
hospital, communications cen-
ter and homes, Iraqi officials
sald Wednesday, according to

An Iraqi military spok-
esman on Wednesday morning
said the allies had carried out
263 more air raids and missile
atlacks during the night. Iraq
also claimed it had shot down
Iwo enemy warplanes over-
night.

The [irst resounding explo-
sion echoed through Baghdad
shortly after midnight. As on
most nights since the war that
began Jan. 17, many Baghdad
residents fled o shelters to

ride oul the altack that lasted
nyl dawn,
raqi defcnse oflicials said
[our cruisc missilcs missed
their targets and hit residen-

* Two Allied
planhes
* USamphihinusfmm

* Inﬂ'a-md missiles
dnwad at Iraqi

* Mlmun in action for
third day

* ublican Guard not
& finished
attacks taper off

ual arcas in the city.

Two surface-to-surface roc-
kcis destroyed the Al
Jomhouriwa bridge in down-
lown DBaghdad. It was the sec
ond hil on the 33-year-old
bridge this weck.

About 150 people, including
35 children, were killed in an
Allicd air raid overnight on
the southern cily of
Nassariyah, Iragi authoritics
said Wednesday.

It was by Lhe far the largest
death toll reported by Iraq in
any single raid since the US-
led air offensive began.

A US Marine amphibious
assaultl force was moving into
place Wednesday in the Gullf,

See Page 10 Col 3

A French soldier from the 11th Navy lnf‘:zmi:r}r Regiment rushes towards a truck carrying a
shell on Tuesday duri@® a training operation in an undisclosed place in the Saudi desert.
— AFP photo

Commitment to 'four state principles' reiterated

AL pledges parliamentary
- form, mixed economy

Star Staffers

The clection manilfesto of
Awami Lecaguc was announced
on Wednesday in Dhaka with
the pledge to Introduce par-
liamentary form ol government
and mixed cconomy. The man-
ifcsto reilerated parly's com-
milment o four state princi-
ples — nationalism, democ-

racy. sccularism and socialism.

Announcing the manifesto

Awami League President
Shcikh llasina hoped that the
pcople would give mandate in
favour the programmes ol her
party on February 27 clections.
She assured that if voted to
power, her party would revert
lo pre-Fourth Amendment
Constitution, restore the spirit
ol the Liberation War, weed out
corruption and would ¢siablish
a happy democratic socicty.
She saw an uniquc opportu-
nity in the coming parliamen-
tary clections to excreise right
of franchise to clect a truly
represcnlalive  government
aller 15 ycars of what she
lermed ‘aulocratic rule’,
Having stated the political
and constitutional framcwork
the manifesto reiterated guar-
antec of [rcedom of speech
and freedom of press. All black
laws including the Fifth
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Sheikh Hasina announcing election manNesto at a press

conference Wednesday.

— Star photo

Bangladesh Bank predicts
economic gloom

Bangladesh Bank has pro-
jeeted a gloomy economic
piclure in 1990-91 becausc of
the fallout of the Gulf war.

The annual report (1989-
90) of the ccntral bank re-
lcased on Wednesday said the
economy achieved a 5.8 per
cent growth in 1989-90 com-
pared with 2.3 per cent in
1988-89. The higher growth

rrformance. of  Gross

tie Product [GDP) last
ycar was because of favourable
wceather conditions and in-
crcased agricultural produc-
tion.

DBut, growth prospects for
1990-91 rcmain clouded be-
cause of the risc in oil prices
and return of a large number
of Bangladeshi nationals who
were at work in the Gull re-
glon,

The problems arising out of
the current developments in
the Middle East, particularly
the oil price-hike, large-scale

rcpatriation and rchabilitation
of stranded Bangladeshi na-
tionals from Iraq and Kuwait
have causcd a scvere adverse

impact on the cconomy, Lhe
report said.
The bank obscerved the

magnilude of the adverse im-
pacl of the developments in
the Gulf on a lcast dcveloped
country like Bangladesh will

Star Economic Report

largely depend on "the dura-
tion and ultimale solution of
the crisis”.

Giving an account of the
stale of cconomy in 1989-90,
the bank reported that overall
agricultural production which
declined by 0.02 per eent in
|988-89 Increascd by 5.6 per
cent last year. Food production
ros¢ 14.6 per cent to a record
18.987 million tons. Industrial
scclor witnessed a 8.4 per
cent growth last year ecom-
pared with 2.3 per cent in
1989-90.

Despitle a favourable growth
performance, Lthe balance of

payments silualion was
scriously straincd last year.
The payments picture

-showed an overall deflicit of

100 million Deollars compared
with a surplus of six million
Dollars in the preceeding year.,

There was a high surge in
imports. Import payments in-
creased to 2.272 billion Dollars
in 1989-90 from 2.094 billion
Dollars in 1988-89. Exports
were up bul the risc was
slower than that of imports.
Export rcceipts totalled 1.486
billion Dollars compared with
1.281 billion Dollars in 1988-
89,

According to Bangladesh
Bank, repayment ol Kuwaitl
dcposits, imports of foodgrains

in cash foreign exchange, large
imports by commcrcial im-
porters undcr Lhe libecralised
import policy and dclay in re-
ceipts of anticipated foreign
aid caused scverc pressures on
the country's forcign ex-
change rescerves which stood
at 520 million Dollars at the
cnd of last fiscal ycar.
Irmfr::f‘ln aid commitments
cent 1o 2. 144
billion DoﬁmF: 1969-90. The
total outstanding forcign ‘debt
of the country on June 30,
1990 was 10.35 billion Dollars.
Repayment of external debt li-
abilitics stood at 19.5 per cent
of its cxportreccipts. The
couniry spent 26.6 per cent of
its exporl carnings in 1088-89
for cxternal debt servicing.

The bank rcported that
private unrcquited transfers to
Bangladesh declined by 34
million Dollars to 802 million
Dollars.

This amount included 761
million Dollars as remiltances
by the Bangladesh nationals
working abroad.

The bank said a number of
mcasurcs like raising of
margin requircments for open-
ing imporl lctiers of credits,
rationalisation of import tarill
and auslcrity in use of foreign
exchange in different seclors
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APSU lathi rally
for shifting of
Ershad Feb 10

The All Party Studcnts
Unity (APSU) Wednesday
demanded trial of deposcd
PPresident Ershad bcefore the
parliamentary clections, re-
ports UNB.

In a statement, APSU lead-
crs asked all {ts units in the
cily to make a success of the
lathi procession on February
10 in support of their demand
for the trial of Ershad and his
associates as well as shilling
the former president to the
Central Jail.

As part ol its action pro-
gramme, APSU will hold a
procession and rally at the
Dhaka University campus on
Feb 8 and processions and ral-
lics in all the educational in-
stitutions on Feb 9.

SPA needed to detain ex-Govt leaders: Hasina

It 1s not im

portant

where Ershad stays

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League President
Sheikh Ilasina told a press
conflerence in [Dhaka on
Wednesday that ousted Pre-
sident Ershad should be tricd
in accordance with the law of
the land.

Replying to a question
whelher Ershad should be
shifled to Central Jail Sheikh
Ilasina said, "It s nol
important who stays wherec.
One should not commit ex-
cesses regarding Lhis issuce as
we also were put under housc
arrcst.” She recilecrated her de-
mand that Ershad must be

tried for corruption and plun-
dering of national wealth.
Answering a question on
rcpeal of Special Powers Act
Shcikh Hasina said if the law
was repealed Ershad could not
be delained. So Lthe law must
nol be re as il is required
tlo kecp Ershad and his
ministers under detention.
Sheikh llasina posed a
question to newsmen " Would
you call a law which can de-
ain Ershad black or white?"
She said the Special Powers
Act was not rcpealed by Zia
See Page 10 Col 1

TEHERAN, Fcb 6: Dcputy
Sovicel Forcign Minister
Alcxander Belonogov met in
Tchran today with Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Belayati to
discuss an Iranian initia-
tive to end the Gulf war, For-
cign Ministry officials said.

The proposal, announced

by President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Ralsanjani, is based
on an undisclosed "idea" and
"recommendations” to Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein. It
has been welcomed by Moscow

as itive.”

Mr. mmgnv before leaving
Moscow lold Tass ncws agency
that to date "all pecace initia-
tives, unhappily, have come up
against the hardlincers in Bagh-
dad."

He said any Iniliative

“should contain as an intcgral
clement a proposal for the fu-
ture of Kuwait", which Iraq has
occupied sinee August 2.

Both Iran, whiclh has pro-
claimed itselfl neutral in the
conflict, and the Sovict Union
have denounced the Iragi inva-
sion and have demanded an
immediate withdrawal.

Tehran is awaiting Presi-
dent Husscin's responsce to the
pcace rccommendations and
conlinucs to be at the cenler
of discussions on ways to end
Lthe conllict.

Turkish President Turgut
Ozal telephoned Rafsanjani on
Tuesday and was bricled on
the Iranian lecader's plan. The
Turkish Forecign Minister,
Kuricebe Alplemocin, is com-
ing to Teheran today for talks

Peace moves begin in Iran

wilh senior oflicials.

The English-language daily

Tchran Times, which is close |

lo the government, said the
lcader of Algeria's Islamic Sal-
valion Front (ISF), Sheikh Ab-
bas Madani, would arrive
Wednesday in Iran.

The paper, citing informed
sources, said the pro-lraqi ISF
lcader would hold Llalks with
Iranian officials on cvents in
the region.

Mecanwhile U.N.Secrctary
General Javier Perez De Cuel-
lar indicated Tuesday he was
unlikcly to answer an Iraqgi let-
ler erilicising him npl speak-
ing oul against Lhe U.S.led air
atlacks on Iraq.

"I have many things more
important to think about,” the
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Five-party
resents US
concern

By Staff Correspondent

The Five Party
Alliance Wednesday protested
the interest shown by the
United Stales ambassador
about ousted President 1. M.
Ershad during the envoy's
mecting with the Acting
President Tuesday.

In a statement, the alliance
convenor HKhalequzzaman
Bhuiyan said the alliance
noted the news in the national
press and stale media about
Ambassador Willilam B.
Milam's meceting with the
Acting President.

Bhuiyan said the news gave
the impression as il the Acting

Sce Page 10 Col 8

"AL curbed people's rights by SPA'

Ershad must be taken
to jail : Khaleda

FENI, Fcb 6 : BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia today
said running futurc govern-
ment clearing the rubbish left
over by autocracy will be a
tough task [or any party
cleeled in the Feb 27 parlia-
mentary polls, reporis UNB,

Addressing a serics of clee-
Lion mectings in her own Feni-
1 constitucney, she said the 9-
ycar rule of Ershad regime had
left the national cconomy in
ruins.

"The ecconomy has becn
crippled by ninc yecars of ram-
panl corruption, plunder and
smuggling oul of resources ....

Over 4000 ghost

Over four thousand indus-
trial units, either approved or
rcgistered, have been [ound
non-existant, and official
handout said, report BSS.

The Investment Board con-
ducted an on-the-spot survey of
7,531 indusitrial units ap-
proved or registcred between
1985 and 1990 and found 4,422
units non-existant

DBesides, the handout said
on Wednesday, Lhe registration
ol 513 non-existing units have
been cancelled at the inital
stage of the survey.

The cancelled units were in
Lthe subsectors of CI sheet, light
engincering workshop, stcel

industrial units

door and window, biscuil and
bakery, soap and delergent,
printing and publishing, cos-
mclics, air conditdoner and re-
frigerator, TV, electric fan,
steel re-rolling mills, VCR,
video cassctte, agricultural
lools, poullry farming and
poultry products and photo

The handout said the
Investment Board has under-
taken a survey (o see the
progress of implementation of
those units which were regis-
tered by the erstwhile
indusirial Direclorale and the
Board. Under this programme

See Page 10 Col 6

rccovering the nation from the
ruins will be a very, very diffi-
cult task for any future gov-
ernments,” she said.

Urging Lhe people to vote
for the nominces with BNP's
clection symbol "sheal of
paddy”, Khalcda assured them
that BNP would again salvage
the nation in 1991, as it did
aller winning the 1978 clec-
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Let us devote our efforts to
ensure free and fair polls on
February 27. Cast your vote
judiciously and allow others
to exercise their rights.

———————————————————————
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Be strict for fair
holding of polls,
officials asked

NATORE., Fcb & The Acting
President, Mr. Justiers
Shahabuddin Ahmed.
Woednesday asked the offictals
to striclly implement the gov-
crnment instructions for the
smooth of free, Inir
and impartial Jatiya Sangsad
: in Fchbruary 27, reports

W you remain arwi
with a
lﬂhrn.‘pu: greal

is bound o be free and falr,’ he
said while addressing the
Deputy Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police of
the districts under Rajshahi
Divistons here at Ultara
Ganobhaban

The Acting President said
his government would do
whalcver was for the
maintainenance of peacc and
order during clections so that
cveryone could cast vole with-
oul any lear.

Justice Shahabuddin rc
mindcd the officials that they
should maintain neu-
trality in their words and
decds, and remain loyal 1o the
government instructions.

The Acting President said
the people had struggled for
the last eight years for a frec
and [air election.

| Review of certain

projects approved
earlier ordered

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Government has ordered a
[resh review of the projects,
which were approved and
given go-ahead in the months
of September, Oclober and
Nowe

regime,
Ministry sources say.

The move was laken with a
view (o assecssing
requirecments of the areas vov-
under the projects
Governmcnt wants (o sec

m:}uﬂukllu last qu-ruf of
. work on many s
slowed down duc 10 pollll':'w:l

turmoil,

(Details on Business Page)
Naziur's Bhola

property
attached

BHOLA, Fcb 68: All the im-
movabic and movable proper-
tics of former minister Nagtur
Rahman at this district head -

quaricr were allached loday,

rcports BSS.
The members of law  en-
forcing agencies headed by

sub-inspector of Bhola thana In
the presence of a first class
Magisirate altached three
houscs and found.

Molice made scizure lists of
one iwo-storicd palatial
hulidln and two olher onc-

Hlngnnd 'ﬂh. All
thc doors of
been locked and scaled.

The houses, over an
area of two and hall acre of
land having a bou wall,
are now in police c

he:mp:ﬂlu have hun

allac because of Naziur

Rahman's faillure o surrender

before the authorities by
J1.

Police will atiach the village
properiies of Naziur Rahman
lomorrow.

herilage.

abroad.
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% S. M. Ali pays iribule to Abdus Salam, a
I pioneer of independent journalism.

% The drama of Shombhu Milra who tums 785.

* A look al Kuwaill art and its Islamic

and

|
* ‘Write (o Mita'—Social service weekly
column slarting lomorrow.

% Plus other lively fealures from home and
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