BOMBAY : Turner you arc
crealing the ncw global wvil-

The late media pundit
Marshall McLuhan in cpnver-
sallon with CNN's kish
founding-father, Ted Turner.

"DO YOU wan! to go dancing
or shall we waich CNN,” said
onc yuppic 1o another as cable
news madncss exploded in
clite areas In New Delhi with
the suddcnness of a Scud
missile. “"Walch The Gull War
In Your Drawingroom”
screeched the copy for an ad-
vertisement for dish anlennas
manufactured in Coimbatore.
*Exclusive licenseeship”
claimed another C-band dealer
only o be destroyed by a rival's
anti-advertisement -advertise-
ment which snidely struck
target with: “You don't need a
licence to tap sunlight. Or tune
into the BBC."

The gull war has certainly

to launch CNN in
india with unprecedented ve-
locity. In some of New
Delhi it now reportedly costs

only aboul Rs 125/- a month,
as a rental, to kill all conversa-
tlon at home and go to bed
with the world's most in-the-
news lcaders. A media propo-
sitlion which has stood out in
bas-relicf in recent days is: the
cniertainment value of a
iragedy increases in direct
proportion to the distance in-
luenced by the . And so
in the first few days of the war
as [amilies in Iraq huddied In
darkness and fear, and chil-
drcn in lsrael fought the
trauma of gas masks and mid-
night awakenings, a new clec-
tronic media alternative seems
to have anchored itsell in the
minds ol India's programming-
starved urban eclite.
Nick-named ‘video wvalium'
by a former CNN producer the
10 ycar old nctwork now
beams in to approximatcly 7
million homcs around the
world, not including those in
the USA, as it rapidly contin-
ues construction of McLuhan's
prophetic clectronic commu-
nily. Countrics which allow

Gulf crisis

Preparing for a new world the CNN way ?

It 1s clear by now that the media is a key weapon in the Gulf war. Vikram
Sundarji profiles the network and man, who might just play a vital role in any

new order which emerges.

what was oncc snidely called
the 'Chicken Noodle Network'
o be viewed in privalte homes,
include Hungary., Kenya and
Greece. Castro and Aralal are
regular viewers not to mention
Saddam | It has altered Lhe
course of diplomacy—who do
you think the Russians spoke
to first when the Americans
invaded Panama?—and played a
significant role in the global-
ization ol markets. For bol-
tom-liners its opcrating profits
in 1989 totalled a more than
impressive 8134 million.
These achievements have al-
ready paled Into Insignificance
with u: pivotal role the net-
work has played in the carly
days of the gull war despite
strict all round ccnsorship.
Predictably, CNN loday is the
only nctwork still crackling in-

formation out of ad
(irrespective of what the
Pentagon fécls about the baby
food-content of such rcporip)
There is obviously a potentially
cven larger role for it to play
both while this war lasts and In
its allermath. Before speculat-
ing about just how large Lhis

rt might be, however, lcts

k at the 52 yecar old,
Allantsa based, Scorpio al Lhe
helmm of the 24 hour news
nctwork's allairs.

Robert Edward Tuncr was
born into a failing billboard -ad-
veriising business which he
transformed, over his father's
dead body, into a multimillion
dollar conglomerate compris-
ing of scveral radio and TV
stations. Always modcsl aboul
his own abllitics, his successes
lked 1o him claiming folk horo

They seem to worry less about

dying than making a mistake

With Allied forecs in Gull,
Feb 6 : Allled pilots, spear-
heading the war o drive Iraq
from Kuwaittalk tall, fly high
on adrenalin and seem to
worry less about dying than
making a mistake, reports
Reuter.

Nearly three wecks into the
Gull war, these men, many
with the clean-cut looks and
macho enthusiasm of Holly-
wood heroes, have born the

brunt of the action.
They have secured whal
their commanders call

supremacy of the skics, but at
a price-some of their number
arc dead, olhcrs prisoncrs in

Il you liked the fecling after
your [irst car accident, you'll
love this," said Licutenant-
Commander Duncan Cooper,
38, of the US Navy Flying
Tigers Squadron.

Gulf war plancs from
clite squadrons of F-117A
Stcalth Fighter-Bombers to
machines with names like Wild
Weasel.

"l don't think you'll find a

humblie pilot around here, it is

a contradiction in terms,” said
US Air Force Colonel Merrill
"Ron” Karp, 45.

Karp, commander of the
California-bascd 36th Tactical
Fighter Wing, home of the
Weasels, sclected his men for
the Gulf on the basis of their
“warrior attitude”,

"When the call comes, il
you' re not willing to go to
combat, your life has no
meaning and you should not be
there in the first place”, he
said.

Pilots of the modified F4-G
Weasels, clectronically up-
over the past 20
to bccome "Radar-killers”, led
the January 17 night air assault

that launched the war.

Keep, relerring to a llolly-
wood hit movie on test pilots,
starring actor Tom Cruisc, says
his men arc nolt "the Tom
Cruisc of top gun, but scrious
prolessionals”.

Yect, many of the aviators at
bascs and on aircraft-carricrs
in the Gulf have the clean-cut
Hollywood looks of their fic-
tional counter parts and oflcn
talk like them.

“"When we go lo war, we go
to war smart, " said fighter pi-
lot Scott Hill. "We don't go
with our hair on firc and our
fangs out”.

Once strapped into their
cramped cockpit, pilots said
all apprchension vanished.

"The [car, you just put it
somewhere back therc behind
the adrenalin. You let the
adrenalin take over,” said pilot
Mike O'dowd.

Hill said it was obvious that
"when you hit the button” peo-
ple were going to die, but
added that two emotions took
over’.

" The thrill of the hunt and
the fact the prey shoots back.”

To hit the target, aviators
must thcmselves become tar-
gets.,

A slealth squadron com-
mander conlessed yecars of
training did not prcpare him
for the intensity of anti-aircraft
fire he faced over Baghdad on
his [irst mission.

"They [ired more bullets
than | thought were cver made
in the history of thc world,”

said the 39-year-old pilot who

declined to be identified. It

was as if the sky had been
“turned into the biggest pop-

corn popper.”

‘I'm never going to get
through that, this is nuts,” he
thought. Many pilots on his
mﬂdmn prayed aloud, he

In these split scconds, “you
have o go on guts, on courage,
on Lhe real spirit ol attack,”
said captain Bill Fallon, a 46-
ycar-old Victnam Veleran.

Marine ron comman-
der Dick Lazisky had no time
for prayer when a ball of fire
raced towards his small
surveillance plane circling low
over Lhe Kuwaiti border.

"You sce these SAMs
(surface-to-air missiles) like
big balls of fire coming at you,
it gets your attention,” he said.

But what the flying tigers
worry most about is not dealh
but making a mistake.

"What's going through my
mind up there is please God...
just let me do it right, let me
do my job,” said Licutcnant
Phil Hurni, 30, a bombardicr-
navigalor,

stalus for himsell and 1o others
naming him ‘the Mouth of the
Soulh’. Raising morale and
turming faillure to suceess scem
very close to and somewhat
mixed up in Turner's heart. He
once bought Atllanta’'s worst
bascball and basketball tcams
and reportedly succeeded In
significant raising their
morale and following, il not
their track-record. As il all this
were nol enough lo qualify for
over-achicvement, a former
American sickness, Turner has
also made waves as a champion
Yachisman. lic was the winner
of the prestigious 1977
Americas Cup and a ‘'winning
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survivor' of the ¢t 1979
Fasinct racc in Ireland which

claimed 15 lives. He also inet-
dentally was the sponsor cum
creator of the 1986 friendship
games in Moscow. Perhaps the
most endearing act of his high-
tension life has been the man-
ner in which he has put two
[afled marriages and a cock-
who- leaves-no-hen-untouched
image behind him to settle
down with another anti-estab-
lishment-humanist Janc Fonda.

Why all these personal de-
tails take on great significanec
today is becausc it is alrcady
clcar that the current war s
being lought on two lewels and
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SAUDI ARABIA: Flight Officer Rachael

Berry of

Mansfield, the "sweet heart” of transport pilots in this
undisclosed military facility, smiles as she boards a
Hercules transport plane named after her, during the
plane's routine check. Berry is the only woman move-

ments officer in the Royal Air Force.

— AFP/UNB photo
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only one of these invoives

weapons and kiling Wih
Peter Armett still reporting out

o«fw-arrdvy the most
information-friendly war

zomne—there scems o be no
doubt that ‘the Mouth of the
South can speak through a
@ag. [CNN has been accused of
becoming a loo|
for Saddam i'irm sacin in order
o buy a prescnce in Baghdad.
Arneit’'s reputation, howewver,
scems o Indicale that he is
not the kind of person to scll-
out on ideals’ He is reported o
have returned 1wo hefly ad-
vances for books on Victnam
because he felt he was inca-
pable of doing justice to Lhe

complcxity ol Uhe subject mat-
ler).

As the war continucs CNN's
and Turmncr's role in the con-
stantly changing world order
coyld be pivolal. Logic his
present successes would call
for a conscrvative approach.
This would not, however, be in
keceping with a reputation
which has been built on

violence

LONDON. Feb 5: The Gulf
war sparked violent incidents
from Karachi to Jerusalem on
Monday as countries around
the world increased securily in
the face of calls by for
guerilla attacks on the US-led
Alltes, reports Reuter.

Arsonists set fire to a Bri-
tish Airways Office in Isracli-
annexed Arab East Jerusalem.

causing extensive damage.

Britain is a leading member
of the Anti-lraqi Coalition.

In Pakistan. scene or
widespread protests against
Pakistan's contribution 11.000
troops to the alllance. gunmen
fired at the hoe of a Saudi Ama-
bia diplomat in Karaehi,
shightly wounding a guard.

No-one claimed responsibil
ity .
! In Athens, police defused a
bomb at a branch of City Bank
the third bomb planted at the
US bank's offices in the city
since the Gulf war began.

Greece's lLefllist November
17 guerilla gronp claimed re-
sponsibility lor bombs
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GEOTHERMAL PROJECT
SPARKS CONTROVERSY

fall goes well, a geothe-

rmal project in southern

Philippines is set to let off
steam this year.

Subject to a public hearing.
the Mt. A geothermal pro-
ject will ﬁ given the Envi-
ronmental Clearance Certifi-
cate. This clears the road for
project stalled for two years
oW

An official "Environmental
Impact Assessment” report
was submitted mid-January by
the state-owned Philippine Na-
tional oil Company (PNOC) to
the Department of Environ:
ment and Natural Resources.

The report will assess the
potential environmental im-
pact of a 240-Mcgawall
geothermal power plant to be
constructed in a 700-hectare
site inside a 72,900-ha. Na-
tional park. The site is 1.400
metres above sea level, midway
up the country's highest peak,
Mt. Apo. in North Cotabato
province.

The site is located in onc of
the more troubled regions of
Mindanao Island, the second
largest island in the Philip-
pines, often crisscrossed by

rebels and government sol-
diers.
The national park is also

home to tribal families and the
rare and endangered Philip-
pine eagle, the biggest eagle in
the world. Both tribals and
environmentalists are naturally
wary of the geothermal pro-

An Environmental Impact
Assessment is fred by law
for activities :ﬂ::n environ-
mentally critical areas. includ-
ing national parks and water-
shed reserves. Meanwhile, the
lnrﬁehyad project has been
stalled for two years over con-
flicting cultural. legal. envi-
ronmental and socio-economic
issues.

PNOC officials are confident
the assessment will pass. Some
consultants to the assessment
came from respected institu-
tions, like the Ateneo de Davao
University and the University
of the Philippines.

Tribals are reportedly not
against the project itsell. But
they want to make the project
a means to help them assert
and define their ancestral
identities, rights and domain.

For a start, they want a new
law identifying ancestral do-
main and the extent of bound-

The

project has been stalled for two years over

conflicting issues. by Isabel San Pedro.

arics. They want a law to pro-
tect tribal rights as well as an
inventory pf tribal communi-
ties and territorial boundaries
which will lead to the granting
of certificates and procure-
ment of land titles.

want the right to be
consulted by government re-
garding the development of
natural resources. And they
want a share of the benefits
derived from the exploitation
of natural resources, including,
but not limited to, royalties,
fees and other charges.

To be precise. they want a
fixed share of the royalties
paid by the PNOC to the gov-
ernment for geothermal devel-
opment. The PNOC currently
pays 38 per cent of net pro-
ceeds and 32 per cent as lax
for geothermal exploration and
development.

Leonardo M. Ote, head of
PNOC's Energy Development

Corpo
sion,

ration geothermal divi-
told Depthnews that
granting tribal communities in
the area their share of royalty--
to be determined by the gov-
ernment-is acceptable,

The geothermal project will
have a stipulation that part of
the benefits and gains derived
from its operations will be
retroactively applied to cul-
tural communities. A lead time
of three to four years before
commercial operations is ideal
for this ment.

The ethnolinguistic group
closest to the project is the
Cotabato Manobo, a relatively
small ethnic community inside
the project site at the foot of
North Cotabato's side of ML
Apo. Other tribal communities
include the Tiruray to the
west, the Maguindanaon to the
northwest and the Tiboli and
B'laan 1o the south.

The PNOC says it has con-

ducted tribal consultations to
assist the ethnic communities
preserve their ancestral rights,
help define their territorial
boundaries and provide basic
scrvices. Two consultations
last November reportedly en-
dorsed the geothermal project.

But the tribals also insis
on preferential employment,
livelthood extension services,
health care and sanitation.
They also wanted a proper
waste disposal system and in-
demnification on properties
affected by the project.

Environmentalists, and
even government officlals, have
also said the project violated
forestry, park and environ-
mental laws. It was also re-
ported that the project will al-
[ect the habitat of the endan-
gered Philippine Eagle.

Bu the PNOC says there had
been no resident cagle in the
area for the last 20 years. And
even if there were hypotheti-
cally, the homing range ol the
Philippine Eagle is only 400 to
1,000 metres above sea level
on a dipterocarp forest range.
The PNOC maintains the pro-

ject site is 1,400 metres above

sea level and in a mossy forest
range.

Geothermal
completed in 1988 showed
that two sites are possible re-
injection wells. These wells
revert hot water back to the
earth 2,000 to 3,000 below
the surface. Hot water is used
to mine the heat coming from
the below Mt. Apo. an
inactive Volcano.

Hot water converts this into
steam which runs the turbines
that generate the electric
power.

"The project has a com-
mitment to supply at least 240
MW of power capacity by
1993-94," Ote explains, to be
able to ride out the critically
galloping growth rate of Min-
danao, expected at 13 per cent
for the early 1990s.

The geothermal project's
construetion will cost. from
1991-95, 2 billlon pesos (USS$
72 million). It will generate
40MW by 1993, another 8OMW
the next year and 120MW by
19986,

Mindanao gets 90 per cent
of its power needs from hy-
droelectricity. Bul energy
planners believe it cannot cx-

pect hydropower alone to fuel
its economy.

exploration

‘doubling

hen Per-Arne Johansson

s to the supermarkct

cach week he takes a good

part of his rubbish back wilh
him.

Johansson in his carly thir-
ties and a master-butcher at
onc of Sweden’s ICA chin of
supcermarkets, is typical ol a
growing number of Swedes
who are being cncouraged to
sort Lheir rubbish at home. In a
normal month Johansson sorts
glass containers, aluminium
cans, newspapers, dead batter-
jcs and various dangecrous sub-
stances into dillerent piles.

He starts with the return-
able glass, which usually [its
into crates and coloured glass.

On his way to the supcr-

market, he’ll dump all the
non-returnables into huge
colour-coded plastic contain-
ers which the local council
provides in public arcas. This
glass gocs directly to recycling
plants. -
In the supcrmarket the re-
turnable glass and aluminium
cans will be fed into an aulo-
matic retrieval machine and
he'll be credited 50 ore per
bottle. |

*The deposit's not really

high enough,” admits Johans-

son. “At our supermarkcl
we've discussed the idea of
it. We need to make
people think more. I'd will-
ingly pay extra.”

Each year the average
Swede produces about 300
kilograms of houschold rub-
bish. At prescnt about 15 per
cent of this {s recycled. Ex-
perts belicves that with rela-
tively simple improvements in
sorting this could be rafsed to
20-35 per cent. Newsprint has

a recapture rate of around 66

per cent in Sweden, a figure
currently cxcceded only by
Japan and Holland.

The initiation of recycling

*schemes is left mostly to local

government. In the 1990 na-
tional budget each regional au-
thority was prepare a Waste
Disposal Plan for 1991 on-
wards. The National Environ-
mental Protection Board wants
an cnd to burning or dumping
ol unsorted waste by 1993.

Authoritics in. the regions
are experimenting with varfous
forms of waste sorting al
source. Som¢e regions have al-
ready introduced such meth-
ods.

ln Skara, less than 30 kilo-
metres from where Johansson
lives, the mullicipal authorities
have pioncered a two-sack
*wet and dry” system of rub-
bish collection. Local residents

must sort their nh;b:ult‘
nnddryrl-l.m mn
is pac into 120-litre plastic

NOT ANY OLD
LOAD OF

RUBBISH
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Swedish households produce about 300 kilograms of
rubbish per person each year. Vigorous attempts are

being made to sort this rubbish at source so that the
reusable proportion can be kept and the dangerous

removed. Gemini News Service reprots,

local

communities play a key role in this process, encoyr-
aged by subsidies costs on the one hand and Dy
tougher government requirements on the other. by

NORMAN PERSTON

T

containcrs.

Skara municipality has also
gone inlo business with a pri-
vate company to build a rub-
bish recycling plant, as well as
a waslc-gas recovery unil at
nearby Rodjorna.

According to Sven-Ake
leimar, managing director of

the enterprise, wet scparated
rubbish will be composted. “If
we find that the compost is
acceptable matcrial for sofl re-
plenishment then we'll de-
velop and invest in a compost-
ing unit. llowcver, we may notl
know thc answer for two or
three ycars.”

The waterways of n-'n:::r- than 50 tropical countries on four
continents are occupied by the fast growing water
hyacinth, posing a threat to public health. But even as this

weed clogs

waterways, findings reveal it also provides food,

feed and fertilizer, can be manufactured into paper and
boa¥ds and can be used for biogas production and waste

wallr greatment.

al twn other City Bank office
10 days agh. One exploded.
causingg damage

The gronuip has staged six
othcr bomb or rocket attacks
on US, lintish and French tar-
gots, cansing cxiensive damage
but on injurics. sinee Allled’
forces attacked lrag on Jan

17

offictals found en Mon-
day what wers belleved o be
two pipe bombs attached to In
lammable storage lanks in a
commercial port area of Nor-
folk, Virginia, close to Amer-
lca's navy base.

“It's treated very seri-
ously. “ an FBI spokesman said.

In Peru., guerilias have
turned the capital, Lima, into
the Latin American focus ol at-
tacks on targets linked with
US-led forces Nighting Irag.

Iin a wave of atiacks last
weeks, leftist rebels damaged
the [tallan Embassy and two
US Peruvian Cultural Centres
in bomb blasts, toppled a bust
ol late US President John
Kennedy with a bomb and fired

At Sodertorn the sorting
has been taken a slage further.

In Deccmber 1989, a pilot
scheme involving 740 house-
holds was s with the goal

of sorting rubbish into three
different sacks. Organic male-
rial for composting is scpa-
raled from burnables and non-
burmnablc fill material.

The response has been en-
couraging : 94 per cent of or-
ganic rubbish is correctly
sorted gnd 73 per cent of the
burnables. But residents are
Icss careful when it comes to
the unusable fill, only 30 per
cent in these sacks is soried
accurately.

At present, Sweden s
spcnding about 81 billion or
about 1 per cent of gross na-
tional product, on environ-
mental protection. This places
it on a par with Germany, but
somewhal lower than the cs-

limated 1.34 per cent spent by

Holland.

Though Lhere was been a
growing awareness in Sweden
of personal responsibility and
the duty of citizens to use the

®arth's rcsources more spar-
ingly. recycling is not always
table. Central government
il:mﬁl:‘rmd to provide substantial
subsidics l;n mri y
ycli nis. It is tive
E"::_'f ':I“E: up mass collection
systcm but more difficull to
sell the byproducts. -

Mcanwhile, in his own
ncighbourhood of Ulveket, in
the province of Skaraborg, Jo-
hansson keeps an cye on the
local newspaper collection.
Once a month, rain or shine,
cveryone in the arca is encour-
aged to leave all their waste
paper in the comunity
lot. The local fool club
raiscs money by collccting the

per under contract to the

council and dclivering it

o a firm. :
Further down the fnd is a
box clamped to a lamp-posi,
the collection point for waste
batleries-part of an atlempt o
check the spread of heavy

metals in the environment.

Nevertheless, Johansson
remains enthusiastic about the
advances. “1 don't see the ex-
tra work as a burden,” he says
while holding up his baby son.
*It's more somcthing positive
we can do for the eaviron-
ment. lssues lke this have
come lo stay and we must act
now il our children are o have
a decent world o live In.
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