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8 injured In
poll clash in
city, Ctg

AL least three students were
injured and two makeshifl
cleetion camps ransacked on
Monday in attacks by
"miscreants” on Awami Leaguc
and BNP workers at Moham-
madpur in the cily, reports
L'\

Injured Sharil Hossain of
Lalmatia Boys School and Faisgl
and Pappu of Mohammadpur
Government |ligh School were
rushed lo the Dhaka Mcdical
College llospital (DMCH).

According leo wilncsses,
about 15 youngmen atlackced
the camps of Awami Leaguc
and BNP at Salimullah Road
and stabbcd Sharil | lossain.

Protest processions of
Awami Leaguc and IBNP work-
crs in the alternoon camc un-
der further attacks of the mis-
creants, when Faisal and Pappu
were injured.

Scveral crackers were also
blasted during the attacks,
sources sald.

Awami Lcague and DBNP
workers claimed Lhe atiackers
belonged Lo the Jatiya Party.

A casc has been filed in this
connection with Mohammad-
pur policc,

BSS adds [rom Chillagong :
Five persons were injured and
an cleclion camp was ran-
sacked in scparatc clashes be-
tween rival partics herc loday,
police said. '

Hasina
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not again darkened. Chaired by
Sylhel district Awami Leaguc
President Syed Abu Nasscr,
the mecting was also ad-
dressed by Abdus Samad Azad,
Ifickhar llossain Shamim, Zec-
bunncssa |laq, Kazi Kayes and
AT. M. Faiz.

Sheikh llasina said for the
last 1S ycars the people had no
role cither in forming a gov-
crnment or in replacing L
“Power was always Lran
through unconstilutional
means” — the process which
wits initiated and cnunciated
by Zaur Rahman.

She said it was Ziaur Rah-
man who caplured power by
taking part in the bloodshed of
hundreds of Army officers and
jawans, he annthilated. Zia not
only killed democracy but also
snatched away voting right of
the pcople by making a mock-
ery in the namc of 'yes' and

Referring to the clection
manilcsto of BNP, Ilasina said
the party now claims thal Ziaur
Rahman dcclared indcpen-
dence on March 26. “lts an

utier lic”, she said adding, the
whole nation knows thal
Bangabandhu -dcclared inde-
pendence on March 26 mid-
night. She said that for the last
15 ycars, DBNP had been
claiming that Zia announced it
on March 27. "Such attempt is
a clcar betrayal to the nation's
history, sacred War of Libera
tion and Lhe sacrifices of 30
lakh martyrs and two lakh op-
pressed women”, she said.
Earlicr Shcikh llasina ol
fered Falcha at the Mazar ol
llazrat Shah Jalal (RA). She ol-

fercd her Zohr praycr at the
holy shrinc and offcred Falcha
at the Mazar of llazrat Shah
MParan at Khadimnagar.

[

Ninety political partics are
locked in election battle this
time. The main contenders arc

esh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and Awami League (AL).

Though the supporters of
the two major parties are often
busy rattling their sabres,
there are places too where
they campaign peaccfully.

The picture here shows two
well-decorated election
camps, S. K. Das Lane in the
old part of the capital. On the
left is the camp set up by
Awami League and on right by

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP. 8.K. Das Lane falls in the
Sutrapur-Kotwali constituency.
The main contestants in the
constit are Awami League
chiel Sheikh Hasina and BNP
candidate Kadek
Khoka.

Workers of both the partics
reported that they had not yet
had lnrwnlﬂh. nor any tension,
since the camps were set up a
fortnight ago.

The whole areas of the con-
stituency. have worn a festive
look with the activists of the
sontending parties bringing

Hossain

out colourful processions, writ-
ing grallit and campaigning
door-to-door.

Besides big arches, symbols
of 'boat’ and ‘paddy sheal the
clection symbols of the AL and
[BNP are a common sight in the
arca like clsewhere in the city.
Playing taped speeches of the
leaders and campaign songs
with popular tune are also go-
ing on there round the clock.

A total of 65 political par-
tes inchuding the AL and BNP
participating the ensuing polis
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agreed to a dralt code of con-
duct on January 24 a stop use
ol muscie power and refrain

from spending moncy to allure
volers. The code also calls for

strict adherence to all election
laws. respect for and tolcrance
of ecach other's opinfon and
cqual opportunity for election
campaign. It also urged the

partics o be vocal against ter
rorism, avoid mudslinging and
conflicts through coordination
rommiltees representing all
partics,

Khaleda
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somc political parties were us-
ing money and arms lo come
to power. She said they were
also resorting to armed vio-
lence to foil the February 27
parliiamentary elections.

The BNP chief urged all to
vole for her party in order to
ensure to bright future for the
nation. She also urged the
people to be united in resist-
ing any possible violence dur-
ing the ensuing polls. "You will
guard the polling booths with
bamboos against the Jatiya
Party mastans and drive them
out”, she said.

Begum Zia called on the

ment to recover all ille-
gal arms in the country beforc
the polls and also sought the
people’'s help in expediting the
recovery process.

The BNP chairperson also
called on the ple to vote for
her party candidates to consol-
idate the country's sovercignty.

BNP central leader Col
(retd) Oli Ahmed also ad-
dressed the meeting. BNP
candidate from the Chittagong-
1 constituency Shah Ncwaz
was also present.

Thousands of peoplic gath-
cred at the airport 1o greet
Begum Zia and became impa-
uent when her arrival was de-

layed.

Administative snags

From Page | Col 7

from rclevant ministrics  as
spcedily as needed. The
sources sald, census commit-
tces had already been formed
at different level. But mectings
could not bec organised cffec-
tively as cntertainment al-
lowances were not given in
time. Project officials are yel to
finalisc transporl arrange-
ments duc to various con-
straints, sourccs complain.

The source also com-
plained that disputcs over
posting had madc the burcau
officials highly dissatisficd with
their jobs. For ycars thc bu-
reau could not preparc a gra-
dation list for thc officers to
solve the problem.

A 'Population and [lousing
Census Project 1991° source,
however, said Lhey were
readying themsclves for the
job. The prcparation is
since the work for the present
census started in 1987, he
sauid,

This time thcre has becn
some technological improve-
ment for datla processing.
Mcanwhile with the inclusion
of nine new ilems in the cen-
sus questionnaire, the data o
be collected will be almost
twice as much as thal ol 198],
the source said.

The nine new ftems of in

formation Lo be covered this
time relale to toilet facility,
clectricity connection, housc-
hold income, rcligion of indi-
vidual members, detailed edu-
cational level, ficld of cduca-
tion, detailed cconomic ac-
tivities, working slatus and na-
tionality, the source said.

For the purposc of the cen-
sus Bangladcsh has been di-
vided into 28 regions and 92
census districts to be manncd
by officials of the Burcau of
Statislics. 460 upazila statisti-
cal ollicers will work as upazila
ccnsus coordinators and over-
sce the activitics of aboul 2200
zonal officers cach of whom
will guide works of 100 enu-
meralors. A tolal of 2.1 lakh
enumeralors will do the actual
head countl under a total of
35,000 supcrvisors.

This time. the project
source said, thc census is be-
ing donc by officials of the Bu-
reau of Statistics with help
from local administrations.
Two previous national cen-
suscs were done through dis-
trict administrations, the pro-
ject source said.

Training of district coordi-
nations will be held belween
February 18 and 23. Training

ol upazila coordinators and
zonal coordinalors will be held
between March 2 and 3.
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Iraq again holds Perez

responsible for war

NICOSIA, Fcb 4
Foreign Minister Tarcq Aziz
loday renewcd his
condemnation of UN Sccrclary
General Javier Percz De
Cuellar for allowing the US-led
coalition to bomb Iraqi towns,
rcports AFT.

“Your silencc {8 a shame,”
Mr. Aziz said in his sccond
message to the UN Chief sinee
the start January 17 of the US-
led Opcration Descrt Storm to
drive Iraqgi troops from Kuwait.

Iraqi

Mr. Aziz, in a lclter
broadcast by official Baghdad
Radio, deénounced a UN

decision authorising the Allies

to drive Ilraq from Kuwail by
force.

"The imperialist states have
used the United Nations
(decision) to oppress the peo-
ple, imposc their control on

oil and bolster Isracl's hege-
mony in the region,” Mr. Aziz
said.

"The principles ol the
Uniled Nations have becen
violated.” Crimes have been
commitled against the pcoplc
(of Iraq) in the name of the
United Nations and under the
cover of resolutions voted by
UN member stales through
thrcats and pressure [rom

Iraqi bunker network
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installations of the city. Bult in
most ecascs, the targels arc
missed, Scores of residential
buildings have been destroyed
in the heavy air raids but the
civilians arc taking refuge in
wcll-built bunkers which werc
buill over Lhe last few ycars,
cyewilnesscs say.

Mi. Sadeq Khan, a Bangla-
deshi journalist returning in

the flight told newsmen that
he had wilnessed a Cruisc
missile falling necar Al-Rasheed
Hotel where he and other for-
cign newsmen wcere residing.
An Iraql anti-aircrafl battery
shol the missile and Lhe debris
of the missile fell on the
ground. He said Iraq's anti-air-
crafll defence system s very
slrong.

lie, however, contradicled
the press reporis that presi-
dential palace in Baghdad was
damaged the raids. Only a
conference hall adjacent to the
palacc was destroyed, he said.
He cven doubted the Allied
forces' claim of destroying the
nuclcar and strategic military
installations insidc Iraq.

The residents are doing
their normal work during the
interval of the raids and even
cars arc moving on DBaghdad
streets, he said.

As the power [acililies were
damaged, most of the resi-
dents were Jiving without clec-
tricity. Internal telcphone
lincs also remain disrupled.
There s also shortage ol waler
in the city but some rcporis
sitld there has been partial re-
vival of water distribution sys-
tem.

Sadck said Iragis living in
rural arcas arc leading normal
lifc and the cflccts of the war

were yel o be fell. Saddam
and his war against

‘encmics’ are also getling pop-
ular support. Sadeq said lraqis
believe Saddam has justified
his commitment to nation by
his deeds.

Rashidur Rahman, rcstau-
rant ma r of Al-Rasheed
Hotel returned from Baghdad
aflter two years in the same
flight. Accom by his wife
and' a chi
Amman just aller the war be-

gan. Staying two days in no-

the -

, he moved to'

Amcrica and the Allies.
The Iraqi pcople, but also all
frec and just men in Lthe world,
expeel you (o specak out be-
causc they consider the Uniled
Nations Lo be the defender of
humanity,” Mr. Aziz added.

The radio said the message
wis accompanicd by "proof of
the crimes committed againsi
the Iragi people” over the past
18 days.

Mr. Aziz had hcld the UN
chicf personally responsible
for the Gull war in a mcssage
danled January 24, one week
alter the start of hostilities.

man's land ncar the Iraq-
Jordanian border, they moved
to Amman with the help of
Red Crescent men. In Amman,
thcy passed 22 days in ulter
distress and scvere cold. And
then moved to port cily of
Aqgaba from where they lell for
Bombay by an Acroflot [light on
Fcbruary 2. A Biman flight
b t them all to Dhaka on
Sunday morning.
Shamsunnahar, another re-
turnce worked in as a
houscmaid. She went to lraq
afler living six years in Kuwait
when it was annexed by Irag.
On January 17 she woke up
with hcavy bombing raids on
Baghdad and deeided lo move
oul ncxt morning. She went o
Suruj Miah, Anwar llossain
Siraj and Md. Miazuddin — all
employees Hyundai Construc-
tion Company left Baghdad

only a week before the war,
They stayed there for eight

months only and could not
earn much. trekked to

Amman in a car and stayed in
Amman till their transfer to

ba [for repatriation on
Fcbruary 2. They said they pre-
ferred 1o return honmwe sensing
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Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina addressing a big public meeting at the Alia Madrassa
maidan at Sylhet on Monday.

an impending war.

A. Il. M. Shamsul Islam,
First Scerctary (Labour) in
Bangladcsh Embassy in

told the Daily Star
that he and his skeletal em-
bassy stafl worked very hard to
arrange rcpatriation of an es-
timated 35,000 pcople from

Kuwait via Baghdad after Iraqgi

invasion ol Kuwail. [ie said the |

embassy cllcctively handled all
the cascs of repalriation.

Most of the returnces said
the Iragis are well-prepared
for a war. The high
spirit of the Iragis is at work
to withstand Lhe trials of war,
they added.

The rclurnces sald hun-
dreds of Bangladceshis were
still stranded in Iraq. Saudi
Arabia and Kuwail. Prospects of
their safe return are siill
unceriain, as the lll'.u:tinin sug-

 gcsls,

Gorbachev
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and clscewhere -- seck a cease-
firc lo give diplomacy onc last
chance before the war costs
cscalale.
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Peaceful mn‘:‘m Election camps of Awami League (left) and BNP (right) at S K Das Lane in Dhaka.

Where sabre-rattling is not the way

Fertilizers
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grammed (o attain the pro
Jecicd output.

Most input prices have gone
up. Diesel whieh is used for
running irrigation equipment

is 92 per cenil up In price In
current season [(rom what i
was [ast year.

There has also been major
changes in distribution of -
gation equipment including
Dee Tubewells (DTWs)
Sha Tubewells (STWs) and
low Lift Pumps (LLPs). focus-
ing more on sales than on
rental basis operations In re-
rent years Subsidies for inputs
lusve also been reduced.

Agricultural credits ex
panded so far this year by
about Taka 230 crores only
against the annual target of
Taka 1100 crore.

The government has rc
cently raised the procurement
price of IRRI for 1991
to Taka 240 a maund and that
of riee to Taka 369.50 a
maund. The new prices will be
cflective from April 15.

But the avallable reporis
from the countryside indicate
that acreage under Boro culti
viation would be aboul len per
cent lower than the projected
Larget (Detafls on Pusiness

page)
Jamuna
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the fund for the
bridge.

The Weorld DBank in
principlc agreed to take up the
project for consideration. DBut
the bank suggesied Bangladesh
government to provide fund
for the projeet from the
Annual Development Progra-
mme. 3ul Dhaka approached
the donors to make special
lunding arrangement for this
project which s politically
very important for the country.

Donors sourccs indicaled
that Jamuna multi-purposc
bridge and llood control pro
juetl costing about 1.5 billion
dollars will be taken up with
the political government.

Jamuna

Mcanwhile, the donor are
concerned over slow imple-
mentation of the on going de-
velopment projeects. Annual
Development Programme even
50 per cent of the Programme
vould not be implement during
the Mfirst seven months of the
currcnt fiscal year.

Ershad
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since the constitution requires
cquality before the law o be

main Lained.
[)r llossain told the court

that the Election Commission
had no powcr Lo dispense with
the application of any lay, par-
ticularly the Jafl Code, 1o any
candidatec whomsocver he may
be.

llc urged that In any casc,
the pcrson (Ershad) in the
hcaring is a person nst
whom there are grave criminal
charges for which he has ac-
quired “intcrnational notore-

Dr Kamal sought a direction
from the court that Ershad
should not be given any special
privileges pending investiga-
tion and trial of his crimes.

It was important that such
criminal procccdings should
b¢ stlarted as carly as possible
so that any tion fol-
lowing thercfrom would have a
bearing on the candidate’s eli-
gibility, he added.

The press release sald on
the basis of the Deputy Attor-
ncy General's undertaking for
actions Ershad as soon
as possible, Dr lossain told
the court that he would not
press the prescent petition.

Dcpuly Atlorney General
Ilasan Arill said that he had
submilted bclorc the court
that since Cr. IC provides for
time limit within which trials
are o be completed, no fresh
dircction' is neccessary as the
Government is making all cf-
forts to iniliale the trial at the
carlicst. llc also submitted that
the Government is conscious
of the need for trial.

The division bench of the
High Court comprising Juslice
Abdul Jalil and Justice Kazi
Shafiuddin disposed of the
writ pctition accordingly.

y.”
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The Midnight Fil

Discrimination

NEW YORK. Feb 4 : The

has subpocnaed the Me?

spokesman sald Sunday. Commission
mthqﬂlh]nz;r:ﬁ-d
prohibits

over Lhe atrline's
commiission

policy of

the pfll:‘l:tlurl.‘ which we
York cwvil rights law. The law

:

peopic basced on thelr citizenship and nationad origin, he sald,

reporis AP.

Manila detains 11 Pakistanis

MANILA, Fcb 4 : Immigr

aimed al kceping oul any

en Kalaw, an immigration control officer : the
Intcrnational Airport, said authorities decided to
o the 11, who claimed 10 be lourisls, for “scourity

in
Nine

reporis AP,

Nine killed

JOIIANNESDURG, Fcb 4

4

unresl, including six men fatally shot or stabbed m::

rampage through a Nalal township, police said

police unrest report said a hrf.,"le of people sct fire
aboul 150 dwcllings and atlac

their occupants

:

night in Magoda, in castcern Natal Province, reports AP.

6,000 workers to leave Taiwan

TAIPEL Fcb 4 : About 6,000 forcigners werking lllegally in

Taiwan have signe

workcrs, police sald, adding mosi

Malavsians, reports AP.

d up for volun

taty deportation, pelice
ncarby

Torkham route to reopen

ISLAMABAD, Fcb 4 : The Pakistan

government is rcported
leading

w have deeided 1o reopen the Torkham trade route

o Afghanistan from Pakistan afllcr three of
dyecision was taken aller consullation wi
(Muslim gucrillas), who wcre opposed

This

Alghan
to the opening of this

trade roule before, officials said Monday, reports Xinhua,

Chinese activists will be tried

BEWING, Fcbhb 4 : Two Chinese dissident leaders will be
irivd Tucsday on charges of orga and leading a counter

revolutionary group, Lhe Befjing

announced. The charges,
were more serfous than

‘s Intermediate Court

nsl Chen Yanlin and Zhang Yalcl

in other recent cases agninst

dissidents and were punishable by not Icss than five yoar's

imprisonmenl, rcports AFP.

Iraqi posts
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nine encmy warplanes had
been shot down.

Witnesses said many com-
munication centers. govern-
ment offices and industrial in-
stallations were hit in the capi-
tal-- some of them for the sec-
ond and third times since the
Gulfl War started on Jan. 17.

There Is no clectricity in
Baghdad and only intermittent
water supplies. The city has

‘been divided into five sectors,

which recetve water on a rotat-
ing basis. There is a severe
shortage of food, kerosene and

gas.
Three waves of planes at-

tacked Baghdad overnight and
correspondents heard huge
explosions as US B-52
bombers dropped massive
bombloads southeast and west
of the Iraqi capital.

Reuter Correspondent
Bernd Debusmann reported
that anti-aireraft fire and
ground-to-air missiles lit up
the night sky over Baghdad.
Terrified civilans huddled in
air raid shelters.

*What is there lefl 1o at-
tack?” asked a resident, red-
eyed from lack of sleep. “Have
they no destroyed everything
already? Will they never stop?”

Relentless air assault :;1
Iraqi forees is a preparation for
ground attack -- now widely
seen in the West as the only
way to reverse President
Saddam Hussein's August 2
conquest of Kuwait

Iraq frequently calls for
guerilla attacks on the United
States and its allies.

But Saddam is putting his
faith mainly in his army. still
regarded by the allies as a
formidible force in spite of the
hammering it has endured
from the air and the disruption
of its communications and
supply lines.

Baghdad taunted its cne-
mies today. It said they conld
ncver defeat Iraq from the air
and were afraid 1o fight on the
ground because of the huge
causalities they would suffer.

*The battle will be decided
on the ground. when the two
sides confront cach other oul
in the open,” said Iragl radio.

Iraq’s stratlegy in a ground
war will consist of Islamic hit
and-run tactics™ historically
used by Muslim commanders
when Araba conquered neigh-
bouring nations. the ruling
party’'s newspaper said
Monday.

The daily Al-Thawra said
iraq will use s armor and
mechanized units and special
commando forces in “coming
agajnst the United

hit-and-run tactie formulated
bv our ancestors,” the news

said in a front- ar-
ticke. i

The unsigned article, which
a ntly reflects | mili-
t::r:hl?:{m;. pruﬂddr.ql the
first explanation from Baghdad
of why lraqi
Khafji and withdrew after 30
hours of heavy fighting.

The paper said the strategy
is meant to prolong the war
and inflict more on
the allies in both men and

i mt. .
troops in the Kuwait theater.
iraqi commanders have said
special units have been trained
for suicide operations against
the allies, which were orga-
nized by the United States
after lrag's Aug. 2 takeover of
Kirwail.

The Khafji operation, in
which Allied commanders have
said the | assault force
fought ly and with a
tactical capability that sur-
prised them, was a big morale
booster in |

The assault demonstrated
that Iraq's forces still were ca-
offensive action de-

wuays of containing the Gulf
crisis  triggered iraq’s
August 2 fnvasion of

officials in 8. Arabia

Newly-appointed French

' Defense Minister Premier Joxs'

mmdinhtﬂi;ﬂllww
inday W s a
:ﬂ?mh,;dlmm
1o reports reaching.

Attack on US
servicemen

Gunmnlluﬂﬂllm
shuttle bus in the Saudi Red
Sea of Jeddah, wounding
WO -HIH-"
curity . in what US mili-
tary said today
have been & lerrorist

poris Reuler,
'”mmm_nm



